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Highway 59, approximately 10 
miles from the Iowa state line. 
The city actively promotes hunt-
ing, travel opportunities and 
outdoor recreation.

Hunters spend hundreds of 
millions of dollars each year in 
Minnesota on equipment, food, 
lodging and other hunting-re-
lated goods and services. With 
more than a half million hunters 
in the state, the economic impact 
of hunting supports thousands 
of jobs across the state.

Explore Minnesota (link is 
external) and the Minnesota 
Department of Natural 
Resources (link is exter-
nal) assisted FORWARD 
Worthington (link is exter-
nal) and the Nobles County 
chapter of Pheasants Forever in 
planning the opener.

PHEASANTS FOREVER, 
DNR JOIN FORCES TO 
GET NEW HUNTERS 
INTO FIELDS AND 

FOREST
The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources and Pheas-
ants Forever are inviting hunters 
to join the Hunter Mentor Chal-
lenge and take someone hunting 
who has never hunted before or 
has not hunted in a while.

“When you pay it forward and 
recruit someone new into hunt-
ing, it can be a life-changing 
moment for both of you,” said 
Colby Kerber, Hunting Heritage 
Program manager with Pheas-
ants Forever. “There is satisfac-
tion and a sense of achievement 
when an experienced hunter 
shares their wealth of knowl-
edge with someone new, and it 
can also help a seasoned hunter 
learn valuable new things.”

When Minnesota hunters 
make a pledge through the 
Hunter Mentor Challenge to 
take a new hunter to the fields 
or forests, they will qualify for 
a discount code for ALPS Out-
doorZ gear and be entered to 
win a custom YETI cooler from 
Pheasants Forever.

The program is open to all 
types of hunting in Minnesota 
that are legal and in-season — 
including but not limited to 
pheasants, grouse, waterfowl, 
squirrels, deer or wild turkey in 
the fall and spring. People can 
also participate by taking some-
one hunting who hasn’t hunted 
for a few years.

Participation is simple: hunt-
ers visit the DNR page on the 
Pheasants Forever website 
where they take the pledge (link is 
external). After taking the pledge, 

hunters are asked to take action 
by mentoring a novice or return-
ing hunter during the 2022-23 
season and snapping a picture 
or short video of the hunting 
trip. The last step is to submit 
contact information, a story and 
a photo or video on the submis-
sion page to be entered for prize 
giveaways. All online entries 
must be received by June 30, 
2023.

The DNR has helpful informa-
tion for new hunters and experi-
enced hunters who would like to 
become mentors. To learn more, 
visit the DNR hunting mentor 
page.

MISSOURI
MDC ENCOURAGES 

WATERFOWL HUNTERS 
TO USE CAUTION 

AMIDST AVIAN 
INFLUENZA OUTBREAK

BY JILL PRITCHARD
The Missouri Department of 

Conservation (MDC) confirms 
additional cases of highly patho-
genic avian influenza (HPAI) 
have been detected this fall in 
Missouri. Outbreaks affecting 
waterfowl species have been re-
ported in Chariton, Jackson, St. 
Charles, and St. Louis counties.

“In September, HPAI was de-
tected in waterfowl returning 
from arctic nesting grounds 
in northern states,” said MDC 
State Wildlife Veterinarian Sher-
ri Russell. “We expected a return 
of the virus and have seen dis-
eased birds beginning this Octo-
ber.”

Due to ongoing waterfowl 
hunting seasons this fall, water-
fowl hunters should properly 
dispose of harvest waste. After 
cleaning water-
fowl, hunters 
are encouraged 
to place the re-
mains in trash 
bags and dis-
pose of them 
through trash 
collection or a 
permitted land-
fill. Bald eagles 
and other rap-
tors are particu-
larly suscep-
tible to avian 
influenza. This 
simple action 
could help pre-
vent bald eagle 
and other raptor 
mortalities.

H u n t e r s 
should also be 
aware that it 
is possible to 
transport avian 

influenza viruses on boats, wad-
ers, or other equipment, espe-
cially if it isn’t dry before mov-
ing it from one site to another. 
Allowing hunting equipment to 
dry between outings will reduce 
this chance.

Avian influenza, commonly 
referred to as bird flu, spreads 
as birds along the North Ameri-
can flyways intermingle with 
infected birds from Europe and 
Asia. The viruses are transmit-
ted from bird to bird through 
fecal droppings, saliva, and na-
sal discharges. There is a risk for 
spillover from wild birds into 
domestic poultry and then back 
again from poultry to wild birds, 
resulting in further spread.

“Avian influenza does not 
present an immediate public 
health concern, though on rare 
occasions it has infected humans 
and other animals,” said Dr. 
Russell. “It is safe to eat poultry 
and wild game birds because 
normal cooking temperatures 
are hot enough to kill the virus if 
present. Make sure to cook meat 
to an internal temperature of 165 
degrees Fahrenheit.”

Situation updates of ongoing 
avian influenza in wild birds 
are available online at https://
short.mdc.mo.gov/4GX. For 
domestic poultry situational up-
dates and biosecurity informa-
tion, visit the Missouri Depart-
ment of Agriculture website at

https://agriculture.mo.gov/
avian-influenza.php.

NEBRASKA
HUNTERS REMINDED 

TO DONATE TO 
HUNTERS HELPING THE 

HUNGRY
Comments Offon Hunters 

reminded to donate to Hunters 
Helping the Hungry Hunters 
are reminded they may donate 
harvested deer to the Hunters 
Helping the Hungry program at 
seven processor locations in Ne-
braska.

The participating meat proces-
sors are:

Amherst – Belschner Custom 
Meats

Norfolk – R&M Meats
North Platte – Kelley’s Cus-

tom Pack
Table Rock – Den’s Country 

Meats
Franklin – Franklin Locker
Ulysses – The Butchery
Lindsay – Melcher’s Locker
Hunters pay no processing 

costs for deer donated to pro-
cessors for this  program. But 
they should call the processor 
before hunting to check capac-
ity; due to staffing difficulties, 
many processors are not accept-
ing deer this year. This includes 
non-HHH processors.

The HHH program is funded 
solely by tax-deductible con-
tributions. Ground venison is 
distributed by charitable organi-
zations to Nebraskans in need. 
Hunters should first talk with 
processors but may keep ant-
lers, head and cape and donate 
the rest of the deer. Processors 
accept only whole deer in good 
condition to ensure a good yield 
of pure ground venison.

MDC confirms new outbreaks of avian influenza have been reported in Missouri 
this fall. The public, especially waterfowl hunters, are encouraged to use caution 
when handling birds. Birds of prey, such as red-shouldered hawks (pictured), are 
particularly susceptible to avian flu.

C
re

di
t M

D
C

 p
ho

to


