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State News You Can Use!

ILLINOIS
IDNR ANNOUNCES 

ILLINOIS CONTROLLED 
PHEASANT HUNTING 
PROGRAM UPCOMING 
SEASON INFORMATION

The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) is 
announcing details about the 
2022-2023 controlled pheasant 
hunting season.

Pheasant hunters will need to 
acquire a Reserved Controlled 
Pheasant Hunting Permit to 
hunt on controlled pheas-
ant hunting sites. These per-
mits can be acquired through 
the online reservation system 
available at https://www2.il-
linois.gov/dnr/hunting/Pag-
es/ControlledPheasantHunt-
ing.aspx.

To make acquiring a reserved 
permit more convenient, hunt-
ers will be able to reserve a per-
mit until 9 a.m. the day before a 
hunt date. On IDNR-operated 
sites, the daily fee for permits 
acquired online for controlled 
pheasant hunting is $30 for 
resident hunters and $35 for 
non-resident hunters. The dai-
ly permit fee applies to each in-
dividual hunter.

Hunters are required to pay 
for permits acquired online 
over a secure system using a 
major credit card. A transaction 
fee of $1 for a single hunter or 
2.25 percent of the permit fee 
for multiple hunters will be 
assessed for each permit, ex-
cept for permits for the Illinois 
Youth Pheasant Hunt. Illinois 
Youth Pheasant Hunt permits 
are issued at no cost.

All but one of the controlled 
pheasant hunting sites have 
ample reserved permits avail-
able for all days of the con-
trolled hunting season. Illinois 
Youth Pheasant Hunt permits 
are also available on most con-
trolled pheasant hunting sites. 
Hunters are encouraged to 
make the necessary planning 
adjustments now to hunt on 
the sites on the hunt dates de-
sired.

Hunters should also pay at-
tention to advisory signs with 
information about check-in 
procedures. Check-out proce-
dures may have also changed 
at many controlled pheasant 
hunting sites this season and 
will be announced during the 
registration process.

Because of issues during the 
raising of the pheasants this 
year, additional birds had to 
be procured for the program. 
The main birds that were avail-
able were hens only. More than 
20,000 hen chicks were incor-
porated into the flock to give 
ample hunting opportunity to 
hunters. However, this means 
the rooster-to-hen ratio has been 
tilted towards hens, with a ratio 
of one rooster to three hens in-
stead of the historic 1-to-1 ratio.

One special note: Non-toxic 
shotshells are required when 
hunting at Des Plaines State Fish 
and Wildlife Area, Horseshoe 
Lake State Park, Jim Edgar Pan-
ther Creek State Fish and Wild-
life Area, Mackinaw River State 
Fish and Wildlife Area, Silver 
Springs State Fish and Wildlife 
Area, Chain O’Lakes State Park, 
Eldon Hazlet State Recreation 
Area, Green River State Wildlife 
Area, Johnson Sauk Trail State 
Recreation Area, and Wayne 
Fitzgerrell State Recreation Area. 
Hunters are reminded that, 
when hunting at any of these 
sites, only non-toxic shotshells 
may be in their possession.

IOWA
IOWA’S PHEASANT 
OPENER WAS BUSY, 

WITH LOTS OF HUNTER 
SUCCESS

Hunters are home, the dogs 
are resting and Iowa’s opening 
weekend of pheasant season is 
in the rearview mirror. Reports 
from across the state varied 
from excellent up north to good 
in central and southwest Iowa, 
with the consensus that hunting 
will continue to improve once 
all the corn is harvested.

According to reports, hunters 
turned out in good numbers, 
filling parking lots and field ac-
cess lanes.

“It’s the best bird numbers 
we’ve had since I’ve been in 
east-central Iowa. I’m still see-
ing hunters out today,” said 
Curt Kemmerer, wildlife biolo-
gist for the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) Ma-
quoketa Unit.

“Lots of hunters and good 
number of birds in central Iowa 
– a great opener,” said Captain 
Matt Bruner, supervisor for the 
Iowa DNR’s Law Enforcement 
Bureau for north-central Iowa.

“I counted 14 cars at one 475-
acre area in north Iowa. The 
guys I talked to had seen birds, 
but also made comments about 
many more people than in the 
past,” said TJ Herrick, wildlife 
biologist for the Iowa DNR’s 
Clear Lake Unit.

“Lots of hunters out on Satur-
day,” said Matt Dollison, wild-
life biologist for the Iowa DNR’s 
Nishnabotna Unit. “Bird num-
bers were similar to last year. 
Warm weather and standing 
corn made hunting a little dif-
ficult.”

Nonresident hunters were 
plentiful as well, with hunters 
from Minnesota, Wisconsin, Il-
linois, Nebraska and Ohio mak-
ing up to one third of the cars in 
north Iowa parking lots.

Those field reports mirrored 
what the annual August road-
side survey found.

“Our bird numbers are simi-
lar to last year so that should 
make some folks pretty happy,” 
said Todd Bogenschutz, upland 
wildlife research biologist with 
the Iowa DNR. “I think we’re set 
up for a good hunting year for 
pheasants, especially in north-
west, west central and north cen-
tral regions. Central too. Quail is 
also looking good in southwest 
and south-central Iowa.”

Iowa’s pheasant season runs 
through Jan. 10, 2023.

LEARN TO HUNT 
PROGRAM OPENS 

REGISTRATION FOR 
WOMEN’S UPLAND BIRD 

HUNTING WORKSHOP 
AND MENTORED HUNT
The Iowa Department of Nat-

ural Resources (DNR) is offer-
ing a comprehensive program 
to teach skills needed to hunt 
upland game. This program is 
geared towards women 18 years 
of age and older who have had 
little to no upland bird hunt-
ing experience. The workshop 
is also an excellent opportunity 
for women looking to return to 
the field and build a network of 
female upland hunters.

The program includes a class-
room portion and a field portion. 
The classroom portion is sched-
uled for Nov. 18, from 6-8 p.m., 
at the Olofson Shooting Range, 
in Polk City. Participants will 
learn about the proper equip-
ment, places to hunt, safe shoot-
ing practices, and how to field 
dress, butcher and cook pheas-
ants. The event also includes 
mentored hunts on Nov. 19 and 
Dec. 10, at Neal Smith National 
Wildlife Refuge, near Prairie 
City.

“For women interested in the 
challenge of upland hunting as 
a means of sourcing their own 
protein, this program provides 
the opportunity to learn the 
skills and knowledge it takes 
to do it all yourself,” said Jamie 
Cook, program coordinator with 
the Iowa DNR.

The cost for the program is 
$45. Participants will receive a 
hat, vest and a Pheasants Forev-
er membership provided by the 
Northern Polk Pheasants For-
ever Chapter. Space is limited so 
early registration is encouraged.

For more information and to 
begin the registration process, 
go to http://events.constant-
contact.com/register/event?llr
=dep4qyuab&oeidk=a07ej9evn
m1668f8d0b

The program is provided 
through a partnership with the 
Iowa DNR and Pheasants For-
ever. It is part of a national ef-
fort to recruit, retain and reacti-
vate hunters due to the overall 
decline in hunting and outdoor 
recreation.

MINNESOTA
GOVERNOR’S 

PHEASANT 
HUNTING OPENER IN 
WORTHINGTON THIS 

WEEKEND OCTOBER 11, 
2022

Worthington and Nobles 
County will be the focus for 
pheasant hunters this weekend 
as southern Minnesota hosts the 
Minnesota Governor’s Pheasant 
Hunting Opener.

On the afternoon of Friday, 
Oct. 14, a celebration of public 
lands will take place at 4:30 p.m. 
The Nobles County chapter of 
Pheasants Forever, with the help 
of the Outdoor Heritage Coun-
cil Fund, purchased 295 acres 
to add to the existing Ransom 
Ridge Wildlife Management 
Area southeast of Rushmore. 
Worthington FFA members will 
help seed native grasses and 
wildflowers for the new tract. 
The public lands celebration is 
open to everyone.

On Friday evening, the pub-
lic is invited to join a “Food 
Truck Flocking” in downtown 
Worthington’s outdoor pavilion. 
The event will run from 5-8 p.m. 
with entertainment.

Hunters will take to the field 
Saturday, Oct. 15 at 9 a.m. for the 
pheasant hunt. 

With a population of 13,093, 
Worthington is the seat of No-
bles County and is located at the 
junction of Interstate 90 and U.S. 


