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where the other hunters are. It's
also vital that each hunter wears
plenty of hunter orange.”

Walking ditch banks. This is a
good strategy if you're hunting
alone or with a friend. If you're
hunting with a friend, place your
friend on one side of the ditch
bank and you on the other. Then,
walk together down the bank.
Robinson says it’s important to
walk to the very end of the ditch
bank, fence row or whatever cover
you're hunting. “Pheasants would
much rather run than fly,” he says.
“You might be pushing a pheasant
ahead of you and not even know
it. But once you reach the end of
the cover, the pheasant won’t have
any other places to hide. At that
point, the bird will usually flush.”

More information

If you have questions about
hunting pheasants in Utah, call
the nearest Division of Wildlife
Resources office or the DWR’s Salt
Lake City office at 801-538-4700.

WYOMING

Wyoming Waterfowl
Looking Good for 2014

Duck numbers are up this year
by an average of eight percent in
key waterfowl nesting areas and
goose numbers are about the same
as last year which should mean
good opportunities in the coming
months for Wyoming waterfowl
hunters. Game and Fish Water-
fowl Biologist Larry Roberts said
counts indicate that numbers are
up for Wyoming’s most popular
duck species. The increase from
2013 to this year includes a five-
percent bump for mallards,

18-percent increase for widgeon,
14 percent for gadwall and more
than 10 percent for teal in the tra-
ditional nesting areas of Alberta,
Montana and the western Dakotas.
“The good water year Wyoming
experienced in 2014 in most of the
state was also good for resident

duck and goose production,” Rob-
erts said. “We did get some cold
wet weather during the key nest-
ing period this year, but many of
the birds re-nested and we still had
good production. In addition to
an increase in water in ponds and
marsh areas, the good moisture
conditions provided improved
cover, which was very beneficial
to nesting birds.” Goose hunters
should also see good hunting op-
portunities this year. According to
Roberts, goose production is about
the same as last year. “There are
lots of young birds which is good
for hunters,” Roberts said. “Our
resident goose production is about
average, but there should be good
numbers of geese around both for
early hunters and later on when
the northern marshes freeze up.”
Ice-up in the northern marshes in
Canada, the Dakotas and Mon-
tana, is still some time away, but
resident birds, as well as early
migrants like teal, should provide
decent hunting opportunities for
Wyoming hunters. “It is difficult
to predict the weather a month in
advance,” Roberts said. “But the
icy water conditions and snows
that typically occur in Canada
and Montana in November will
eventually push the birds our
way.” Another plus of the good
water year is that both resident
birds and migrating birds are
likely to stay in Wyoming longer.
Birds tend to stay in Wyoming as
long as the state has an abundance
of open reservoirs and ponds.
This year the added moisture in
the state and improved habitat
conditions are giving Wyoming a
better chance of keeping resident
birds longer and holding migrant
birds. “But, the importance of the
weather cannot be overlooked,”
Roberts said. “The ideal situation
for us would be harsh weather
and an early freeze-up in the
states to the north and Canada
and more mild conditions here
that would keep the birds in the
state once they enter Wyoming.”
In general, the birds are distrib-

uted quite well across the state
around waterways. Wyoming’s
most popular waterfowl hunting
areas are the Bighorn Basin and
Goshen County. Both are expected
to be good again this year. Seasons
vary depending on the flyway and
zone, but most hunts for ducks
and geese run into early to mid
January. Hunters are advised to
check the waterfowl regulations
for seasons and bag limits for the
different zones and the various
species they will be hunting. Com-
plete waterfowl regulations are
available at Game and Fish license
agents and on the Game and Fish
website wgfd.wyo.gov. (Contact:
Al Langston 307-777-4540
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