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Shooting hours open a half
hour before dawn each morning
for the 70 day dove season. They
did have a couple groups walk
in after they did on the public
land. A foursome of hunters set
up across and downfield from
them, in the long corridor like
set up. A father and son came in
just about shooting time. That
caused a minor stir when the
younger hunter started swing-
ing too far toward them once,
as doves flew.

Davis’s group hunted primar-
ily with 12 gauge shotguns,
with one ounce loads and 7 12
size shot. Stiff did trade down
to a smaller gauge for part of
the morning, and used brass-
coated shot.

The non-toxic shot, instead
of lead, was debated, during
Legislative discussion...and
was approved by the Iowa
Natural Resources Commission
as it established final rules. A
legislative committee stepped
in, though, delaying that ‘no
lead’ through this first season.
It will be considered by the 2012
Legislature.

Overall, though, Iowa’s dove
opener played to a welcome
crowd. The key, though, is
finding a dove-friendly food
plot; disked fields where sun-
flowers, millet or maybe winter
wheat was planted earlier in the
season.

“It looked like people who
used to go out of state, who
stayed in Iowa and knew where
to hunt did real well. Those
who were out for the first time
are looking at alearning curve,”
noted Tim Thompson, Depart-

ment of Natural Resources
wildlife biologist.

Thompson said hunters he
talked with in the Chain of
Lakes area, along the Cedar
River in Linn County had eight
or 10 birds each, if not their
15 dove limits by mid to late
morning.

Those food plots, especially
on state-owned public hunting
ground went in late this season;
with crews waiting until the
Legislature-passed dove hunt-
ing season became law. Those
public areas have smaller food
plots; with plans for wider dis-
tribution in future years.

The next step for most of those
hunters...is meal time.

“We breast them out, marinate
them in Italian dressing, soy
sauce and brown sugar; then
wrap bacon on them and grill
them as kabobs,” said Davis,
passing along a recipe that they
have used in Missouri over the
years.

“We have hunted doves down
there during the early teal sea-
son. We prepare them the same
as the teal. Dust them with
brown sugar just before they're
done. Pile them on a platter.
When everybody is finished,
the platter is empty. They’'re
great!” Davis said.

Iowa’s dove season runs
through November 9.

For more information:

http:/ /www.iowadnr.gov/
Hunting /MigratoryGame-
Birds/MourningDoves.aspx

Correction to the Iowa
Hunting and Trapping

Regulations Booklet

Hunters who plan to pursue
doves this fall will be allowed
to use lead shot except on wild-
life areas that require the use of
non-toxic shot for hunting any
species, except deer and turkey,
which are listed on p. 16 of the
Iowa Hunting and Trapping
regulations booklet available at
more than 800 locations in Iowa
and online at www.iowadnr.
gov/hunting.

The correction in the regula-
tions booklet is on p. 3 un-
der the heading Highlights
or Changes to the 2011-2012
Hunting and Trapping Regu-
lations that states: Hunters are
required to use non-toxic shot
to hunt doves.

The non-toxic shot require-
ment was discussed during the
Administrative Rules Review
Committee Tuesday that placed
asession delay on it to allow the
Iowa legislature to address the
requirement.

Waterfowl Seasons
Presented at August
11 Natural Resource
Commission Meeting
The Mississippi Flyway coun-
cil annual season and regula-
tions meeting concluded on

Saturday and waterfow] hunt-
ers can expect similar season
lengths and bag limits as in
2010.

The proposed waterfowl sea-
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