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The new study went a step 
further than previous research, 
however, revealing extraordi-
nary support for the “right to 
hunt.” No matter what their 
opinion about hunting, Ameri-
cans stand firmly behind a 
person’s right to hunt, with 94 
percent agreeing it is “OK for 
other people to hunt if they do 
so legally and in accordance 
with hunting laws and regula-
tions.” Only four percent of 
respondents wanted to strip 
citizens of the right to hunt.

“It’s gratifying to 
see that strong public 
support for our great 
tradition of hunting 
is unwavering,” said 
Steve Sanetti, NSSF 
president and CEO. 
“For many of us, it 
is extremely fulfill-
ing to provide food 
for ourselves and 
our families through 
hunting, even if only 
on a few days a year. 
That’s one of many 
reasons why NSSF 
and others work so 
diligently to protect hunting.”

The survey also revealed 
that Americans have a taste 
for eating what sportsmen 
harvest. Sixty-seven percent 
of respondents indicated they 
have eaten some type of wild 
(non-farm) game meat or fish 
within the last 12 months. This 
finding corresponds to people’s 
growing interest about their 
food sources. Hunters and their 
families have always known 
the benefits of eating healthful, 

hormone-free game meat, and 
now more people are enjoying 
cooking and eating game, with 
some even taking up hunt-
ing because it connects them 
directly with locally acquired, 
sustainable foods.

The survey also revealed 
the public was equally sup-
portive of target shooting, with 
93 percent agreeing that target 
shooting is acceptable.

Survey respondents closely 
matched the age, gender, race 
and region of the American 

population 18 and older. Of the 
hunters in the survey--about 
10 percent--the average age 
was 41. “It remains a goal of 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation and the many 
programs it funds to increase 
hunting participation among 
all ages, especially by attract-
ing younger participants and 
former hunters,” said Sanetti. 
“It is they who will carry on this 
great American tradition and 
continue to fund the protection 
of wildlife and habitat.”

The billions of dollars gen-
erated through hunting license 
sales and excise taxes on fire-
arms and ammunition, as well 
as fishing tackle, provide the 
foundation for wildlife conser-
vation efforts in America. Excise 
taxes on firearms and ammuni-
tion sales alone have resulted in 
more than $6.8 billion benefit-
ing conservation through the 
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restora-
tion Act, also known as the Pitt-
man-Robertson Act. One of the 
objectives of National Hunting 
& Fishing Day is to raise aware-

n e s s  o f  t h e 
many contri-
butions sports-
men make in 
this area.

T h e  N a -
tional Shooting 
Sports Founda-
tion is the trade 
association for 
the f irearms 
industry.  Its 
mission is to 
promote, pro-
tect and pre-

serve hunting and the shooting 
sports. Formed in 1961, NSSF 
has a membership of more than 
6,000 manufacturers, distribu-
tors, firearms retailers, shooting 
ranges, sportsmen’s organiza-
tions and publishers. For more 
information, log on to www.
nssf.org.


