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regardless of the type of game 
pursued by the mentee. Learn 
more here.

Learn To Hunt
Learn to Hunt programs 

combine four-plus hours of 
classroom and field instruc-
tion before a novice goes 
hunting one-on-one with a 
qualified mentor. Local or-
ganizations typically host 
Learn to Hunt programs for a 
group of novice participants, 
for whom they may request 
waivers for some hunting 
regulations to help facilitate 
mentorship and remove bar-
riers to teaching and learning. 

Learn to Hunt mentors must 
be at least 18 years old, have 
five years of hunting experi-
ence for the Learn to Hunt 
program species and com-
plete the Mentor Background 
Check Authorization. Mentor 
background checks must be 
completed every five years. 

To learn more about hosting 
a Learn to Hunt program or 
to sign up as a student, visit 
the Learn to Hunt webpage. 

Youth Hunts
Special youth hunting 

weekends for wild turkey, 
white-tailed deer and water-
fowl allow youngsters to hunt 
and gain valuable experience 

without com-
peting against 
adults. These 
youth hunt-
ing events 
are open to 
residents and 
non-residents 
15 years of age 
and younger.

All youth 
hunters must 
complete a 
Hunter Edu-
cation Pro-
gram or par-
ticipate in 
the Mentored 
Hunting Pro-
gram. Hunt-
ers must hold 
the required 
valid licenses, 
stamps and 
permits/harvest authoriza-
tions for the species they 
wish to pursue. An adult 18 
years of age or older must ac-
company the youth hunter. 
An adult cannot accompany 
more than two youth hunters 
at one time.

For Youth Hunt rules and 
regulations, visit this DNR 
webpage.

Become An Instructor
Volunteer instructors are key 
to having successful educa-
tion programs. Becoming a 
volunteer Hunter Education 
or Learn to Hunt instructor is 
a great way to help save lives, 
prevent injuries, meet people 
in your community and posi-
tively influence the attitudes 
and actions of other outdoor 
recreationists.

In these programs, students 
learn about safe gun han-
dling, marksmanship, game 

care and the environment. 
Volunteer Hunter Education 

Instructors must be at least 18 
years old, graduate from the 
Hunter Safety student course 
in Wisconsin, be willing to de-
vote the necessary time and 
effort to carry out program 
responsibilities and pass a 
background check. Learn 
more here.

Mentored hunting is a one-on-one learning experience that can be a 
great way to help new hunters navigate hunting scenarios with the 
guidance of somebody with experience. Photo credit: Wisconsin DNR


