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Do dog owners need 
to be concerned about 
frostbite? The simple an-
swer is yes, like humans, 
dogs can get frostbite.

Frostbite is tissue dam-
age that can occur in ex-
treme cold. Dogs are at 
risk once the tempera-
ture falls below 32 de-
grees Fahrenheit. Just 
like with humans, frost-
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tion for dogs alone, but it 
is often followed by hypo-
thermia, which can be fa-
tal.

What Breeds Are 
Susceptible to 

Frostbite?
Breed type certainly 

does play a factor in how 
susceptible a dog is to get-
ting frostbite. Obviously, 

cold weather breeds such 
as the Siberian Husky and 
the Alaskan Malamute are 
less prone to this condi-
tion, but all breeds run the 
risk of frostbite and hy-
pothermia when exposed 
to cold temperatures for a 
length of time.

No dog should ever be 
left unattended in extreme 
weather for any period. A 
good rule of thumb is that 
if it is too cold for people, 
it is probably too cold for 
your dog.

Small dogs, shorthaired 

dogs, puppies, and 
senior dogs are at the 
biggest risk of frost-
bite. 

Signs of 
Frostbite in 

Dogs
Pain/tenderness when 
touched
Swelling in the affect-
ed area
Pale, blue, or gray skin 
or other discoloration 
in the affected area
Skin cold to the touch
Stiffness or clumsiness
Blisters or skin ulcers
Areas of blackened or 
dead skin

Treating 
Frostbite in 

Dogs
If you notice your 

dog exhibiting signs of 
frostbite, move them 
to a warm place as 
soon as possible. Call 
your vet as soon as 
possible, and if safe, 
take your pet there to 
be treated.

Do not rub the frost-
bitten skin or use di-
rect heat such as a hair-
dryer or heating pad.

Medical
Your vet may prescribe 

pain medication and/or 
antibiotics.

How Can I 
Prevent Dog 

Frostbite?
The paws, ears, and tail 

are the most common ar-
eas to be affected by frost-
bite. A warm dog jacket 
or sweater and dog boo-
ties will help minimize 
the risk, especially for 
short-coated breeds or 
older, more fragile dogs. 
However, clothing for 
your dog should never 
be used on an unattend-
ed dog or as a substitute 
for proper care, but rath-
er as an adjunct. In gen-
eral, it is safer for pets to 

b e 
i n 
a n 
area 

where temperatures can 
be controlled.

Make sure your dog is 
dry before taking them 
out for a walk. If a dog is 
wet or damp, these areas 
are more vulnerable to 
frostbite.

Keep winter walks 
short when possible. A 
dog can start developing 
frostbite in as little as 30 
minutes.

When in doubt, always 
consult your veterinar-
ian.

bite is a dog’s natural 
process where blood 
is redirected from the 
body’s extremities to vi-
tal organs when there 
is a drop in body tem-
perature. Areas that are 
furthest away from the 
heart such as the tail, 
ears, nose, and paws 
will experience a drop in 
blood flow, and this can 
cause tissue damage.

Frostbite is not usually 
a life-threatening condi-


