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MarketPlace
BOYkIN SPaNIelS

J & L BOYKIN SPANIELS: For informa-
tion on upcoming litters, stud service, 
training or just want to talk about the 
“little brown dogs” just call Jan  or 
Larry Hinchman, Hammond, WI 715-
796-5251 

www.Bdarn.com/jl

BrIttaNYS
CROIXDALE BRITTANYS: Breeding 
Fld. Ch. Kay-Cee Bandit bloodlines 
Since 1973. Contact Jim Long, 208 W. 
Ash St, Roberts, WI 54023 715-749-3158

www.Bdarn.com/croix

OuTBACK GuN DOGS: Kirby Rust 
785-476-2488 Kensington, KS

www.outbackgundogs.com

cOckerS
SARACEN COCKERS: Field Bred Eng-
lish Cockers.  Due Nov. 9, 2016.   Sire:  
NFC FC Warrener’s Chuck-Will’s-Wid-
ow MH.  Dam:  Columbia’s Abby of 
Saracen (sire LC Hammer Spitfire SH, 
dam Ch Columbia’s Macey MH).  Con-
fident, outgoing puppies, family com-
panions.  Excellent field trial/hunting 
background. Contact: Robert Deihl, 
Menomonee Falls, WI 262-255-3639

www.saracencockers.com

DrahthaarS
VOM CRANBERRY CREEK 
DRAHTHAARS:   Mike and Wendy 
Hack, Nekoosa, WI    715-570-1013

vomcranberrycreek.com

eNGlISh SetterS
BuCKEYE KENNELS: Professional 
trainer and breeding since 1955. See 
our dogs and our training products on 
our website. Dick Geswein, Waterloo 
OH 740-643-0148  buckeyebirdog@ya-
hoo.com

www.Bdarn.com/buckeye
DeCOVERLY KENNEL:  
Factoryville, PA 717-378-3357

www.decoverlykennels.com

eNGlISh SPrINGer 
SPaNIel

FLuSH ‘EM HIGH KENNEL: See our 
display adv on page 2. Jim O’Shea, 
Glendive, MT 717-673-0664

www.flushemhigh.com

GerMaN ShOrthaIreD  
POINterS

OuTBACK GuN DOGS: Kirby Rust 
785-476-2488 Kensington, KS

www.outbackgundogs.com

VANHORN KENNELS: Our goal 
is to provide high-quality breed lines 
and excellently trained hunting dogs. 
Lester & Brenda VanHorn, Crosby, MN 
218-546-7018 

www.bdarn.com/vanhorn

Canine Cargo Carrier

www.getmypointllc.com  920-427-7774

Custom water and 
storage containers 
for your individual 
needs. The only full 
size 3 dog system that 
fits between the wheel 
wells of your truck, 
with a topper. Pods 
come in 2-3-5-6-8 
boxes, that fit in the 
back of your truck. 
We can set up your 
trailer with larger 
Pods for all your dog 
transportation appli-
cations. Customized 
dog handling systems 

are our specialty!

Introducing  honeycomb Dog Boxes

Bascobel, WI 608-732-3557
www.gilmorebrittanys.com

Gilmore Brittanys
Breeding American Brittanys for 

over 20 years. 
Pups, started dogs, dog training. 

Kevin Gilmore

The 2016 Hunting and Trapping Di-
gest has more information on small game 
species seasons dates and regulations.

For more information on Michigan 
hunting opportunities, visit mi.gov/
hunting.

MINNeSOta
GOOD WATERFOWL OPENER 
EXPECTED THIS WEEKEND
Duck hunting is expected to be good 

when Minnesota’s regular waterfowl 
season opens a half-hour before sunrise 
on Saturday, Sept. 24. 

“The abundance of breeding ducks in 
Minnesota and North America has been 
good in recent years, so we hope that 
results in good opportunities for duck 
hunters this fall,” said Steve Cordts, 
waterfowl specialist with the Minne-
sota Department of Natural Resources. 
“Wetland habitat conditions are fairly 
good across the state and with a little 
help from Mother Nature with some fa-
vorable fall weather, it could be a good 
season.”

Duck seasons and limits
The duck season structure is similar 

to recent years. The waterfowl seasons 
are based on a federal framework that 
applies to all states in the Mississippi 
Flyway. Waterfowl hunting regulations 
are available wherever DNR licenses 
are sold and online.

Duck season will be open for 60 days 
in each of the three waterfowl zones:

* In the north zone, duck season is 
Sept. 24 through Tuesday, Nov. 22.

* In the central zone, duck season is 
Sept. 24 through Sunday, Oct. 2, closes 
for five days, then reopens Saturday, 
Oct. 8, and runs through Sunday, Nov. 
27.

* In the south zone, duck season is 
Sept. 24 through Oct. 2, closes for 12 
days, then reopens Saturday, Oct. 15, 
and runs through Sunday, Dec. 4.

The daily duck bag limit remains six 
per day. The mallard bag limit remains 
four per day, including two hen mal-
lards. The daily bag limits remain at 
three for wood duck and scaup; and 
two for pintails, redheads and canvas-
backs.

The DNR will post a weekly water-
fowl migration report each week dur-
ing the duck season. The reports are 
typically posted on Thursdays on the 
waterfowl hunting page.
Goose and sandhill crane seasons
Minnesota’s goose season will re-open 

in conjunction with the duck season 
statewide on Sept. 24, with a bag limit 
of three dark geese per day the entire 
season. “Dark” geese include Canada 
geese, white-fronted geese and brant. 
Goose season will be closed in the cen-
tral and south duck zones when duck 
season is closed.

The season for sandhill cranes re-
mains open through Sunday, Oct. 16, 
in the northwest goose and sandhill 
crane zone only. The daily bag limit 
will be one sandhill crane per day. A $3 
sandhill crane permit is required in ad-
dition to a small game hunting license.

More information on duck, goose, 
sandhill crane and other migratory 
bird hunting is available in the 2016 
Minnesota Waterfowl Hunting Regu-
lations booklet from license vendors 
and online on the waterfowl hunting 
page.

STATE PHEASANT INDEX 
uP 29 PERCENT FROM LAST 

YEAR
Another mild winter, good nest-

ing season conditions and a slight 
increase in grassland habitat in the 

pheasant range all combined to in-
crease Minnesota’s roadside pheasant 
index by 29 percent compared to last 
year, according to the Department of 
Natural Resources.  

“Grassland habitat is critically im-
portant to pheasant populations,” 
said Nicole Davros, a DNR research 
scientist who oversees the August 
roadside survey. “Over the past two 
years we have had weather that 
benefited pheasant numbers, but in 
the long term we’re still looking at a 
downward trend in habitat and that 
drives the population trends.”

The 2016 pheasant index is still 14 
percent below the 10-year average 
and 48 percent below the long-term 
average. Loss of Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) acres statewide 
remains a concern, as Minnesota may 
lose about 393,000 acres of CRP land 
by 2018 because of reduced spending 
on the program at the national level.

Through the federally administered 
CRP, farmers are paid to remove en-
vironmentally sensitive land from ag-
ricultural production and plant spe-
cies that will improve environmental 
health and quality.

Although CRP acreage contin-
ues to shrink in the long term, 
these losses have been partially 
offset by acquisitions of land for 
wildlife management areas and 
waterfowl production areas, and 
through more land being put into 
easement by landowners. Many of 
these acres were permanently pro-
tected through funds provided by 
the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heri-
tage Council. The acres show the 
importance of the public invest-
ment in permanent conservation 
compared to temporary programs. 
However, grasslands are still in 
short supply overall in the pheas-
ant range.

Minnesota’s 2016 pheasant sea-
son begins Saturday, Oct. 15, and 
ends Sunday, Jan. 1.

roadside survey data
The DNR’s August roadside 

survey for pheasants showed a 29 
percent increase in the overall pheasant 
index from 2015. This year’s statewide 
pheasant index was 52.1 birds per 100 
miles of roadside driven.

All regions had increases in the pheas-
ant index compared to last year except 
the southeast region which declined 31 
percent. The highest pheasant counts 
were in the southwest, east-central and 
south central regions, where observers 
reported 53 to 96 birds per 100 miles 
driven.

Compared to 2015, the largest percent-
age increases were in the central, south 
central and east-central regions with in-
creases of 72 percent, 70 percent and 27 
percent, respectively. Hunters will find 
good harvest opportunities in all regions 
of the pheasant range except the south-
east.

Pheasants and grassland habitat
Weather and habitat are the two main 

factors that drive Minnesota’s pheasant 
population trends.

Weather causes annual fluctuations in 
roadside indices. Grassland habitat for 
nesting and brood-rearing drives the 
longer-term pattern. Minnesota has been 
experiencing a steady decline in nesting 
habitat in the pheasant range, especially 
CRP, since 2007. The pheasant index and 
pheasant harvest also hit low points as 
a result.

This year, there are some positive signs 
that come with an uptick in CRP acres, 
but there is still concern about the long-
term trend.

“CRP is by far our most important 
private lands conservation program in 
terms of number of acres of habitat on 
the ground, and it is vitally important to 
helping make conservation happen in an 
important agricultural state like Minne-
sota,” Davros said.

The federal Farm Bill, which includes 
CRP, is up for renewal in 2018, and fed-
eral funding levels for the program are a 
critical factor in levels of re-enrollment.

Additionally, Minnesota’s new buf-
fer law that requires vegetation buffers 
along rivers, streams and ditches likely 

GerMaN WIrehaIreD 
POINterS

CAN-AM KENNELS: Alison’s German 
Wirehaired Pointers Versatile Dogs 
with Outstanding Natural Abilities 
Sliver, Alice, and Alison Harycki Thorp, 
Wisconsin 715-669-3001 can-am.gwp@
yahoo.com

www.BDarn.com/canam
FuNKS KENNELS: Gerald Funk 320-
732-2714

www.Funkskennel.com
GET MY POINT KENNELS: John 
Faskell, New London, WI 
920-427-7774

www.getmypointllc.com

IrISh Water 
SPaNIelS

SARACEN IRISH WATER SPANIELS.  
Due Nov. 30, 2016.  Sire:  “Cain” - CH 
Archwave Another Cain uDX, RAE2, 
JH, TD, WCX, QVA.  Dam:  “Bri” - 
Ch Saracen Diamond on the Snow.  
Thoughtfully bred for temperament, 
biddability, working ability, health, 
conformation.  Parents CHIC.  Bri is 
our 8th generation of Ch working IWS, 
with her sire Paddy (GRCH Saracen 
Blue Thunder on the Marsh CD JH 
MHu RN WC WDX QVA) the 2nd IWS 
to earn the MHu and sire of 1st MHu 
titled IWS bitch.  Cain is the 5th genera-
tion of Ch Working IWS.  In the back-
ground are CH MH dogs, Qualified All 
Age dogs and Irish FTC.  Contact:  Rob-
ert Deihl, 262-255-3639

www.irishspaniel.com.

laBraDOr 
retrIeVerS

BENTWOOD LABRADOR’S: Two new 
litters Chocolate, Black and Yellow Lab-
rador Retrievers in North Carolina for 
Field Trialing, Hunt Test and Hunting for 
25 years. Jessie and Helen Crisp, Moyock 
NC 252-232-2478

www.Bdarn.com/bentwood
BROWNS SPRING RIVER RETRIEV-
ERS: Available soon a great litter with 
48 champion titles in these two dogs 
combined pedigrees. Both are extremely 
intelligent, driven, hunting machines.
Carla Brown, Monett, MO 417-235-8241

www.Bdarn.com/browns
CAROLINA TARHEEL RETRIEVERS: 
Our goal is to breed healthy retrievers 
for hunting and hunting tests, or just a 
long lasting friend. Keith Jordan, Cre-
swell, NC 252-394-0313 

www.Bdarn.com/carolina
KIRBY LABRADORS: Gene Kirby, 
High Point, NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com
OBX CHOCOLATE HEAVEN: Tim 
Warren, Jarvisburg, NC 252-619-1921

www.obxchocolateheaven.com
ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahlberg 
Wheatridge CO 303-232-0456

www.rolida.com
SPLASH KENNELS: The ultimate 
Companionable Labrador Gun Dogs of 
Pleasure. AKC registered Working Stock. 
Overwhelming willingness to please, 
healthy, genetically sound, superb tem-
peraments and very biddable in a fair 
and reasonable price, puppy’s start at 
$400.00 901-351-9353 Drummonds, TN

www.splashkennels.com
 TuRKEY CREEK LABRADORS: Brad-
ley Brockhouse, Lake Benton, MN 507-
368-4306

www.turkeycreeklabradors.com

lleWellIN SetterS
LITTLE RIVER KENNELS: George Gu-
bitose, Alton N.H. 603- 875- 8804 

www.littleriverkennelsnh.com

Book your hunt of a Lifetime today!

www.sdpheasants.com

led to some land being enrolled in 
CRP this year. Enrolling land in CRP 
is one way to meet the requirements 
of the new state law. More informa-
tion about buffers is available at 
www.mndnr.gov/buffers.
Weather conditions and survival

In warm winters more hens survive 
which means more nests in the spring. 
The 2016 hen index was 7.9 hens per 
100 miles driven, up 31 percent from 
last year.

“We’ve had two back-to-back mild 
winters and two relatively good 
springs and summers in a row. There’s 
no doubt that this has really helped 
our pheasant population rebound, es-
pecially when you consider the habi-
tat losses we’ve been facing since 2007 
in Minnesota,” Davros said.

Another important indicator of an-
nual reproduction is the number of 
broods observed during the roadside 
surveys. The 2016 brood index in-
creased 39 percent from last year, and 
the number of broods per 100 hens in-
creased 7 percent from 2015.

The average number of chicks per 
brood was down slightly (7 percent) 
compared to last year and the 10-year 
average. The estimated median hatch 
date was June 11, which was similar 
to last year and the 10-year average. 
Some areas of the state, especially the 
southwest and southeast regions, re-
ceived above-average rainfall early 
in the nesting season, which may 
have forced hens to re-nest. However, 
above average temperatures during 
May and June helped young chicks 
survive.

Monitoring pheasant population 
trends is part of the DNR’s annual 
August roadside wildlife survey, 
which began in 1955. DNR wildlife 
managers and conservation officers 
in the farmland region of Minnesota 
conduct the survey during the first 
half of August. This year’s survey 
consisted of 172 25-mile-long routes, 
with 151 routes located in the pheas-
ant range.

Observers drive each route in early 
morning and record the number and 
species of wildlife they see. The data 
provide an index of relative abun-
dance and are used to monitor annual 
changes and long-term population 
trends of pheasants, gray (Hungar-
ian) partridge, eastern cottontail rab-
bits, white-tailed jackrabbits, mourn-
ing doves and other wildlife.

The 2016 August Roadside Survey 
report and a map of pheasant hunting 
prospects can be viewed and down-
loaded from www.mndnr.gov/hunt-
ing/pheasant. Also recorded in this 
year’s survey:

* The mourning dove index de-
creased 22 percent from 2015 and 
remained below the 10-year average 
and long-term averages.

* The gray partridge index increased 
62 percent from 2015 and was similar 
to the 10-year average but remained 72 
percent below the long-term average.

* The cottontail rabbit index was 

similar to 2015 and was 34 percent 
above the 10-year average and 18 per-
cent above the long-term average.

* The white-tailed jackrabbit index 
was similar to last year and remains his-
torically low.

* The white-tailed deer index increased 
30 percent from 2015 and was 67 percent 
above the 10-year average and 149 per-
cent above the long-term average.

During the 2016 pheasant season that 
runs from Oct. 15 to Jan. 1, the daily bag 
limit is two roosters through Novem-
ber, and it increases to three roosters on 
Thursday, Dec. 1. The possession limit is 
six roosters (increasing to nine roosters 

on Dec. 1). Shooting hours are 9 a.m. to 
sunset. Additional details are available 
at www.mndnr.gov/hunting/pheasant.

SHARP-TAILED GROuSE AND 
PRAIRIE CHICKEN HuNTERS 

CAN SEND SAMPLES
Study investigates whether grouse ex-

posed to pesticide
Sharp-tailed grouse and prairie chick-

en hunters can voluntarily submit sam-
ples for study by the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 

Ongoing DNR research is assessing 
prairie grouse exposure to chemicals 
called neonicotinoids. These are pes-
ticides that, once applied, can move 
throughout a plant. Neonicotinoids 
are commonly applied to seeds before 
planting.

“In this study, we’re assessing wheth-
er prairie grouse have been exposed to 
neonicotinoids by eating treated seeds, 
and other means,” said Charlotte Roy, 
DNR grouse project leader.

Hunters can voluntarily submit whole 
frozen liver, breast muscle tissue, or 
entire carcasses from harvested sharp-
tailed grouse and prairie chickens in zip-
close type bags, along with the location 
where the bird was harvested (GPS co-
ordinates preferred). GPS locations and 
personal data will not be made public.

Samples should be stored frozen in 
a sealed plastic bag after harvest and 
dropped off at a local DNR wildlife of-
fice by appointment during regular 
business hours. Visit the DNR office lo-
cator to find a local office.

Funding for this year’s project is pro-
vided by the Minnesota Environment 
and Natural Resources Trust Fund as 

recommended by the Legislative-Citizen 
Commission on Minnesota Resources.

Last year, DNR researchers were collect-
ing wing samples for a study on grouse 
and prairie chicken movement.

“Although wing collection for the 
movement study has ended, we would 
be happy to keep collecting wings that we 
can archive for future studies,” Roy said.

Wings should be sent in paper enve-
lopes with the location of harvest to Eric 
Nelson, with specific instructions and 
more information available on the grouse 
hunting page, or by calling Nelson at 218-
203-4336.

NeBraSka
NEBRASKA uPLAND BIRD 

ABuNDANCE HIGHER THAN 
FIVE-YEAR AVERAGE

Pheasant and quail abundance in Ne-
braska this year is higher than the five-
year average over most of the state, ac-
cording to the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission’s upland Game Hunting 
Outlook. Survey results indicate condi-
tions for upland birds are better than in 
recent years.

The outlook is based on spring and 
summer upland game surveys, and con-
ditions reported by biologists. Regional 
weather events that could impact popu-
lations are considered. The weather this 
past winter was generally mild. Most of 
the state received timely spring rainfall, 
producing abundant nesting and brood-
rearing cover for pheasants.

This fall, pheasant abundance will 
likely be similar or slightly lower than 
the 2015 hunting season, which saw a 
26 percent increase in harvest compared 
to 2014. Southwestern Nebraska and the 
Panhandle will offer the best hunting 
opportunities in 2016. Surveys indicate 
pheasant abundance is higher in the cen-
tral and Sandhills regions, compared to 
2015. Abundance in other regions of the 
state is predicted to be similar or slightly 
lower than 2015, but not significantly.

Quail abundance continues to be high 
across the species’ Nebraska range. The 
Southeast, Republican, and East Central 
regions should provide the best hunting 
opportunities for 2016. Surveys show that 
abundance this fall should be as good 
or better than the 2015 hunting season, 
which was 73 percent greater than the 
year before.

Grouse also seem to have benefited 
from the mild winter conditions, par-
ticularly in the Sandhills, which will 
offer the best opportunities for 2016. 
Grouse abundance is higher in the 
Sandhills and Northeast regions but 
down elsewhere.

The Commission reminds hunt-
ers that surveys provide a broad as-
sessment of upland game species 
abundance, and cannot be used to 
determine game abundance at any 
particular hunting area. Pre-hunt 
scouting is recommended.

The full forecast is available online 
at: OutdoorNebraska.gov/upland.

abandon the search 
for truth; settle for a 

good fantasy.


