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Iowa
Iowa’s regular duck hunt-
Ing seasons to start soon 
Iowa has had a wet start to summer and 

now a wet end to summer filling wetlands 
and marshes across the state and flood-
ing crop fields in certain areas. Adding to 
the mix that local Iowa ducks had a good 
hatch this spring and these young ducks 
are now spread out and using newly 
flooded areas for food and cover.

Regardless if you hunt from waders or 
a boat, the conditions are looking good 
heading ahead of Iowa’s duck hunting 
season opener.

“Right now there’s a lot of water out 
there and a lot of places for the ducks to 
go and they are taking advantage of that,” 
said Orrin Jones, state waterfowl biolo-
gist with the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. “With all these new options 
available, hunters may see fewer ducks 
in traditional places. Scouting will be par-
ticularly important this year.”

Jones said hunters who find these new 
areas frequented by ducks and can get ac-
cess, have the potential for excellent hunt-
ing.

While the local ducks are enjoying the 
new areas, warm and stable weather has 
not moved many of the early migrating 
species into the state.

“If we get the right weather conditions, 
we could get an impressive migration,” 
Jones said. “If not, there are a lot of areas 
where the birds can get away to. I know it 
sounds like a broken record, but the best 
way hunters can have success is to spend 
time scouting and find the birds.”

The daily bag and possession limits for 
2016 are unchanged from 2015. The DNR 
posts wetland reports and weekly mi-
gration surveys on its website at http://
www.iowadnr.gov/Hunting/Migratory-
Game-Birds.

2016-17 seasons
Ducks, Mergansers and Coots

North Zone: Sept. 24-Oct. 2; and Oct. 15-
Dec. 4
South Zone: Oct. 1-5; and Oct. 22-Dec. 15
Missouri River Zone: Oct. 8-9; and Oct. 22-
Dec. 18
Dark Geese- Canada Geese, Brant and 
White-fronted Geese
North Zone: Sept. 24-Oct. 9; and Oct. 15-
Jan. 4, 2017
South Zone: Oct. 1-9; and Oct. 22-Jan. 18, 
2017
Missouri River Zone: Oct. 8-16; Oct. 22-
Jan. 18, 2017

Light Geese – White and Blue-phase 
snow geese and ross’ geese
North Zone: Sept. 24-Oct. 9; and Oct. 15-
Jan. 13, 2017
South Zone: Oct. 1-9; and Oct. 22-Jan. 27, 
2017
Missouri River Zone: Oct. 8-16; and Oct. 
22-Jan. 27, 2017

sIx tIps for a successful 
dove season 

Whether this is your first dove season 
or you’re a seasoned veteran, be sure 
to brush up on these basics for hunting 
doves in Iowa.

1. Scout before you go.  Preview the 
DNR’s list of wildlife areas with managed 
dove plots.

2. Know when to head out. Best times 
to hunt are morning and evenings when 
doves are most active.

3. Location, location, location. Look 
for areas near standing crops or recently 
mowed fields where birds will feed.

4. Practice your shot. Doves fly errati-

at Flat River State Game Area. “We look 
forward to making this experience avail-
able again to ladies who want to try out 
pheasant hunting.”

Established in 1975, Pine Hill Sports-
man’s Club offers its members some of 
the finest upland bird hunting anywhere, 
on four farms totaling over 600 acres. Pine 
Hill’s intensive land management pro-
gram not only benefits the population of 
free-ranging upland birds, but also en-
hances habitat for deer, turkey and water-
fowl.

Pheasants Forever, including its quail 
conservation division, Quail Forever, is 
the nation’s largest nonprofit organization 
dedicated to upland habitat conservation. 

Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever have 
140,000 members and more than 700 lo-
cal chapters across the United States and 
Canada. Chapters are empowered to de-
termine how 100 percent of their locally 
raised conservation funds are spent, mak-
ing it the only national conservation orga-
nization that operates through this truly 
grassroots structure.

The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources is committed to the conserva-
tion, protection, management, use and en-
joyment of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future genera-
tions. For more information, go to www.
michigan.gov/dnr.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SMALL 
GAME HUNTING ABUNDANT 

IN MICHIGAN THIS FALL
With seasons for several small game 

species set to begin later this week, the 
Department of Natural Resources offers a 
glimpse into some of the small game hunt-
ing opportunities Michigan has to offer.

A base license, which allows hunters to 
hunt small game, can be purchased online 
at E-License or anywhere licenses are sold.

Ruffed grouse
Season: Sept. 15-Nov. 14 and Dec. 1-Jan. 

1, 2017, statewide. The bag limit is five 
per day/10 in possession in the northern 
two-thirds of the state (Zones 1 and 2), and 
three per day/six in possession in Zone 3 
(southern Michigan).

Outlook: “Grouse populations are cycli-
cal, typically rising and falling over a 10-
year period, and indications are that we 
are beginning the upward trend of the cy-
cle. Spring drumming counts in 2014 and 
2015 were up. Hunters are expected to see 
about the same or slightly more birds this 
year than in 2015,” said Al Stewart, DNR 
upland game bird specialist.

Young to moderate-aged aspen stands – 
about 6 to 15 years of age – with a thick 

understory of witch hazel or dogwood 
are prime grouse habitat. Food sources 
are important, but wild fruit and berry 
production should be very good this 
year due to good spring rains. Grouse 
are most numerous in the Upper Pen-
insula and northern Lower Peninsula, 
but hunters may find local popula-
tions in areas with good habitat in 
southern Michigan as well. Grouse 
and woodcock hunters are asked to 
assist the DNR in monitoring popula-
tions by reporting their results. Coop-
erator forms can be found on the DNR 

website at mi.gov/hunting (select Upland 
Game Birds and then Ruffed Grouse).

Woodcock
Season: Sept. 24 to Nov. 7 statewide. The 

daily bag limit is three with a possession 
limit of six.

Outlook: Michigan is the number-one 
woodcock harvest state in the nation. This 
fall, hunters can expect about the same re-
sults they had last year. Found in all parts 
of Michigan, woodcock are migratory, 
and although their population densities 
are higher in the northern two-thirds of 
the state, they often can be found in good 
numbers in southern Michigan later in the 
season as the birds head south. All wood-
cock hunters must obtain a free woodcock 
stamp in addition to a valid base license; 
the endorsement stamp is available at all 
license agents or online at E-License.

Sharp-tailed grouse
Season: Oct. 10-31 in the eastern Upper 

Peninsula, east of M-129 and east of I-75 
north of M-48. The limit is two daily, with 
four in possession; six per season.

Outlook: Sharptails use grasslands and 
associated shrubby habitat; think pheas-
ant habitat. Often found in small flocks 
and sometimes difficult to approach, 
sharptails often require relatively long-
range shooting compared to ruffed grouse. 

Sharptail hunters are required to have a 
(free) sharp-tailed grouse endorsement on 
their hunting licenses. 

Pheasants
Season: Oct. 10-31 in the Upper Penin-

sula in Menominee County and portions 
of Iron, Marquette, Dickinson and Delta 
counties, Oct. 20-Nov. 14 in the Lower 
Peninsula; and Dec. 1-Jan. 1, 2017 in select-
ed areas of Zone 3 (southern Michigan). 
The limit is two cocks daily, with four in 
possession.

Outlook: Pheasant habitat is being high-
lighted in the state by a strong team of 
partners through the Michigan Pheasant 
Restoration Initiative. Pheasant popula-
tions have been in decline for a number 
of years, primarily because of changes 
in agricultural practices and/or urban 
sprawl. Typically, the best habitat is on 
private lands that have been managed 
for pheasants, especially those that are 
enrolled in farm set-aside programs, and 
many southern Michigan public lands are 
being intensely managed for pheasants 
too. Generally speaking, hunters who en-
joyed success last year should find similar 
hunting conditions in the same areas. The 
best counties for pheasant hunting are in 
south-central to mid-Michigan and into 
the Thumb, though locally abundant pop-
ulations can be found almost anywhere. 
Look for warm-season grasses, especially 
on idled farm fields. Late-season hunters 
can have success in cattail and shrub lands 
adjoining picked agricultural fields.

Quail
Season: Oct. 20-Nov. 14. Quail can be 

hunted only in Branch, Calhoun, Clinton, 
Eaton, Genesee, Gratiot, Hillsdale, Hu-
ron, Ingham, Ionia, Jackson, Kent, Lapeer, 
Lenawee, Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, 
Montcalm, Oakland, Saginaw, St. Clair, 
St. Joseph, Sanilac, Shiawassee, Tuscola, 
Washtenaw and Wayne counties. The bag 
limit is five per day/10 in possession.

Outlook: Back-to-back harsh winters 
and ice storms have significantly lowered 
quail populations. Quail hunters that had 
success last year can expect similar results 
in 2016.

Don’t forget that a base hunting license 
entitles hunters to hunt rabbit, hare, squir-
rel (fox and gray, black phase included), 
pheasant, ruffed grouse, sharp-tailed 
grouse, woodchuck, woodcock (HIP en-
dorsement required), quail, crow, coy-
ote (applies to Michigan residents only) 
and waterfowl (with a federal waterfowl 
stamp and Michigan waterfowl hunting 
license, if 16 years of age or older) during 
the open season for each species.
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cally, so know your shotgun pattern and 
practice beforehand.

5. Be HIP, be cool. Don’t forget to regis-
ter for the Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) even if you don’t shoot any birds. 
See page 9 of the regulations for more in-
formation. 

6. Bring the bucket. Don’t forget to bring 
your 5 gallon bucket! It makes for a great 
seat while you’re waiting and a way to 
transport your harvest. (Don’t forget to 
pack out your trash and shell litter, too.) 

Dove Season Quick Facts
* Season Dates: Sept1 - November 9
* Shooting Hours: One-half hour before 

sunrise to sunset
* Shot: Lead shot may be used except in 

designated nontoxic shot locations.
* Bag Limit: Daily limit of 15, posses-

sion limit of 45. Locations: Statewide  Li-
cense/Fees: Small game license and habi-
tat fee

Iowa pheasant populatIon 
SIMILAR TO 2015, QUAIL HIGH-

est In 27 Years 
State officials covered more than 6,000 

miles of county roads counting up-
land game during the first two weeks 
of August and after all the species were 
counted, data compiled and numbers 
crunched, what can Iowa pheasant hunt-

ers expect to find this fall?A re-
peat of last year.

“The good news is pheasant 
hunters had their best season 
in five years last year and they 
should expect to have pretty 
good hunting again this year,” 
said Todd Bogenschutz, upland 
wildlife biologist for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) who coordinates the Au-
gust roadside survey.

The survey found an average 
of 21 pheasants per 30 mile route 
statewide, with higher counts 
coming from counties crossing 
the state diagonally from north-
west to southeast.  The statewide 
average in 2015 was 24 pheasants 
per route.

“To put it in perspective, our 
population is similar to 2007 
when we harvested 630,000 
roosters. Last year we harvested 
270,000 roosters. The difference 
is, we had twice the hunters in 
07,” Bogenschutz said.  “If we 
had 100,000 hunters last year we 
would have doubled the harvest. 

The birds are here, we need hunters to 
return.”  

Population patterns tracked the weath-
er. Parts of northwest Iowa had declines 
due to heavy snowfall which likely re-
ducing pheasant survival. Parts of south-
west Iowa had declines due to heavy 
spring rains likely reducing nesting suc-
cess. Other regions had more favorable 
weather and saw similar or slightly high-
er numbers.

“Hunters can expect bird numbers simi-
lar to last year statewide, where the right 
habitat exists,” Bogenschutz said. “We 
need hunters to come back if we are going 
to see the harvest increase. If nothing else, 
they should come back for the quail.”

Iowa’s quail population index has been 
increasing recently and is now at its high-
est since 1989 after experiencing increases 
again across south central and southwest 
Iowa this year.

“To put it in perspective, in 1989, we 
had 80,000 hunters harvest 400,000 quail. 
With today’s modern agriculture and 
landscapes, this is likely the best quail 
numbers we can hope for,” Bogenschutz 
said.

In 2014, 6,500 hunters shot 10,000 
quail. In 2015, 10,000 hunters shot 
28,000 quail. 

“This is the best opportunity 
we’ve had to hunt quail in 27 
years,” he said.  “For anyone who 
has ever had an interest in quail or 
who hasn’t hunted quail recently, 
this is the year to go.”

Surveyors also record the num-
bers of Hungarian partridge. Par-
tridge were unchanged with their 
best numbers in northern Iowa, he 
said.

The August roadside survey is 
available at www.iowadnr.gov/
pheasantsurvey

season dates
Pheasant Oct. 29-Jan. 10, 2017.
Quail Oct. 29-Jan. 31, 2017.
Rabbit Sept. 3-Feb. 28, 2017.
Partridge Oct. 8-Jan. 31, 2017.

onlIne huntIng atlas 
offers places to go 
Iowa hunters have been using 

the interactive Iowa hunting atlas 
to find new places to go hunting. 
The hunting atlas features more 
than 680,000 acres of public hunt-
ing land that is owned by the state, 
county or federal governments. 
It’s available online at www.iow-
adnr.gov/hunting.

This tool allows hunters to see 
which zone the public area is in, 
type of shot allowed, wildlife 
likely to be found, get an overhead 
look at the terrain and a down-
loadable or printable map. The 
mobile version of the atlas will 
show hunter location on the area 
if granted permission.

The atlas view from above al-
lows hunters to zoom in on an 
area, see how to get there, the lay 
of the land and where one parcel 
of public hunting land is in rela-
tion to others and print off maps.

 Information is updated as pub-
lic hunting lands are acquired.

The hunting atlas also includes 
private land enrolled in the Iowa 
Habitat and Access Program 
(IHAP) where private landown-
ers receive assistance to improve 
habitat on their land in exchange 
for opening the property for hunt-
er access.  The program has 25,700 
acres where hunters can access 
private property.

Site maps are available at www.iowad-
nr.gov/ihap showing boundaries, which 
species would be most likely attracted to 
the habitat and the location of a comment 
box where hunters are encouraged to 
leave their feedback on the program.

Walk-in public hunting through IHAP is 
available between Sept 1 and May 31.

MORE THAN 25,000 ACRES 
of prIvate land open to 

huntIng thIs fall 
Iowa hunters this fall will have access to 

hunt on more than 25,000 acres of private 
land on 132 sites around the state as part 
of a program that helps landowners im-
prove habitat on portions of their land in 
exchange for allowing hunter access.

The Iowa Habitat and Access Pro-
gram (IHAP) provide expertise and 
funding to landowners who are inter-
ested in improving wildlife habitat on 
their property. Landowner participa-
tion varies from three to 10 years de-
pending upon the contracts.

“Hunters told us they felt access to 
private land was an important step to 
improving their hunting experience 
and to attracting new hunters to the 
outdoors. We were fortunate to have 
this opportunity to provide them with 
access to these areas through the IHAP,” 
said Kelly Smith, private lands program 
coordinator for the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources who manages the 
IHAP.

Areas are posted with signs, are regu-
larly patrolled by Iowa DNR conserva-
tion officers and will be treated like public 
hunting ground, with the noted exception 
that it is private property.

“Hunters should respect private prop-
erty, stay on the land enrolled in the 
program and pick up after themselves,” 
Smith said. “This program is only avail-
able because landowners were willing to 
participate in it.”

Site maps are available at www.iowad-
nr.gov/ihap showing boundaries, which 
species would be most likely attracted to 
the habitat and the location of a checkout 
box where hunters are asked to leave their 
comments on the program. The checkout 
cards are used to evaluate the program 
to see if hunters are getting what they ex-
pected from the program.

Walk-in public hunting through IHAP is 
available between September 1 and May 
31. The IHAP is supported with money 
from Federal Farm Bill and Habitat Stamp.

MICHIGaN
fourth annual ladIes’ 

guIded pheasant hunt set 
FOR OCT. 23 IN BELDING

The Department of Natural Resources, 
along with Pine Hill Kennels and Sports-
man’s Club and the Grand Valley chapter 
of Pheasants Forever, will offer a guided 
ladies’ pheasant hunt Sunday, Oct. 23, at 
3329 Johnson Road in Belding, Michigan.

Beginners are welcome. Space is lim-
ited to 12 ladies, 18 years of age or older, 
and preregistration is required. Please call 
Scott Brosier at 616-874-8459 to reserve a 
spot.

The cost for the day is $45 per person. 
Firearms are available for beginners, if 
needed. All participants will go home 
with memories and a special gift.

Registration and coffee begins at 9 a.m. 
The day’s events will include warming 
up by shooting clay pigeons on the skeet 
range, hunting with a guide for three 
pheasants, learning to clean the birds, and 
enjoying a gourmet lunch. See flyer for 
more details.

“The hunt was such a success last year 
and all the ladies had a great time. Some 
had never shot a gun before, and were 
shooting birds out of the sky by late morn-
ing,” said Donna Jones, wildlife technician 

Beauty is only a light 
switch away.


