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This is a great example of how 
a website should be done. This 
web site prints out to be about 
10 pages for $360 a year or $90/
quarter. We offer websites 
from $160/year. 

This issues featured website

Buckeye Kennels

 Finished and hunting at eleven 
months

 Training All Breeds

 We have the experience, the 
grounds, the birds and equipment 
to do it right. 

 Our licensed dog training 
grounds is open to the public, to 
come and train your own dog, 
birds available. Private training 
sessions.

English Setters and Training

Our line of English Setter has 
remained sound and strong through 
generations of line breeding. Bred 
for conformation, style, and intel-
ligence, emphasis on performance. 
Excellent temperament makes them 
family companions as well.

 Our line breeding started with 
Buckeye Maggie Crockett. She is the 
matriarch of our line bred English 
Setters. The qualities that she pos-
sessed have been passed on to her 
progeny.

 AT STUD: Buck Ridge Storm. 
His pups possess tenacity style, 
bird sense and (most importantly) 
character.

 Puppies available from our 
selection of females.

Started and finished dogs on 
occasion.  Early development pup 
at ten weeks   

longer. For hunting or just relaxing 
in Southern Ohio’s Wayne National 
Forest.   

I am Dick Geswein, Professional 
Trainer & Breeder since 1955. The ex-
perience and the lessons I’ve learned 
from others I’ve worked with and 
dogs I have trained has given me 
the ability to recognize the quality 
of good dogs and breeding.

My line bred English Setters are 
as good as you will find

“I Guarantee It”

Buckeye Kennels
5598 Co Rd 48

Waterloo OH 45688
(740) 643-0148

e-mail 
buckeyebirdog@

yahoo.co

A special two week tuneup and 
conditioning for your finished dog 
$250.

 Training seminars for your club 
or group.

 ATV ROAD PUP

We make and sell the ATV road 
pup and custom made chain gang.

  For your convenience, dur-
ing your visit at Buckeye Kennels, 
we have a fully equipped rental 
Cabin. Available for overnight, or 
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com http://www.walnuthillgsps.us/stud_dogs/archie.htm
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From The Publisher’s Desk

Welcome to the Dec/Jan 2012 issue of Bird Dog & Retriever News. Another year has past. 
Thanks for supporting us.

Let’s see what’s in this issue. For new products on pages 6-7 we have: K9 Restart™ Energy 
Bars, Carpet & Upholstery Pet Stain & Odor Eliminator, Planet Dog Dog Towel Shammy, Sentry 
HC Good Behavior Pheromone Collars, Walk-N-Stake and a favorite of mine the Leatherman 
1604908 Serac S2 flashlight. 

Since there is no such thing as a perfect shot... unless you are the ex-Prime Minster of North 
Korea known to golf a 18, Alex Brant has written Becoming A Better Shot for us. I brought back an 
article about Bill Dillon one of the premier French Brittany Breeders from South Dakota. 

For you Waterfowlers Mike Miller has a nice article about Waterfowl tips on page 13. Want 
to take a walk in the past then read Errol D. Severe’s 
Never Too Old For A New Gun For An Old Bird. For a 
good laugh if you are getting a few years behind you 
read Reaching 60. Having house training issues? Turn 
to page 21. I held this story for a year but finally Lloyde 
Childs has his nice article called “Santa Claws“ Is For 
Dogs Too! 

We also look at the pheasant history and hunting 
and get you updated with the latest news.

Hope to see you in the field and at the shows!

Denis Guldan

Publisher Bird Dog & Retriever 
News
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What’s New

K9 Restart™ Energy Bars
K9 Restart Energy Bars are a 

moist energy treat for canine ath-
letes designed to provide quick act-
ing and sustained energy in a tasty 
and palatable bar. Expanding on the 
benefits found in other K9 Restart 
products, the K9 Restart Energy Bar 
includes carbohydrates, proteins, 
fats, minerals, antioxidants, and vi-
tamins to ensure your dog performs 
at the highest level day after day.

The K9 Restart Energy Bar is the 
perfect answer for all working dogs 
and has been used in a wide-range 
of canine activities such as hunt-
ing, agility, military/police work, 
flyball, obedience training or daily 
exercise.

Use BEFORE, DURING and 
AFTER hunting, competitions, or 
periods of extreme exercise.

Serving Information: Give dog 
one bar for every 20 lbs. of body 
weight. For best results, give a por-
tion of the serving before, during, 
and after the activity is completed. 
15 Bars per Bag

www.k9power.com
877-597-6937

$8.93

Carpet & Upholstery Pet 
Stain & Odor Eliminator

Superior pro-enzyme for-
mula eliminates the toughest 
pet stains and odors, guaran-
teed! Provides thorough 2-in-1 
cleaning – from the surface to 
the pad to discourage remark-
ing.

 * Actively lifts pet soils from 
fibers. Eliminates surface odors 
on contact.

    * 6 unique enzymes break 
down deep soils and complete-
ly eliminate odors

    * CRI (Carpet and Rug 
Institute) seal of approval: safe 
on carpet

www.Purina.com
800-778-7462

$9.59

Planet Dog Dog Towel 
Shammy

•800.381.1516800.381.1516 
Our Shammy is a hyper-ab-
sorbent, rugged & compact 
chamois towel for your active 
buddy

• Simply wring to release 
water

•  Use again & again, even 
when it’s damp

•  The shammy is made 
from 100% viscose containing 
recycled wood chips

• Machine washable, air 
dry. Made in U.S.A.

• Our Shammy is a hyper-
absorbent, rugged & compact 
chamois towel for your active 
buddy. Simply wring to release 
water. Use again & again, even 
when it’s damp.

The shammy is made from 
100% viscose containing re-
cycled wood chips.

Specifications: -Unfolded 
dimensions: 20” x 40”. -Dimen-
sions: 10” H x 7” W x 1” D.

www.planetdog.com
800.381.1516

$20
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Sentry HC Good 
Behavior Pheromone 

Collars
Sentry HC Good Behavior 

Pheromone Collars mimic the 
pheromone that the mother dog 
or cat produces to calm and reas-
sure her puppies or kittens. The 
calming lavender and chamo-
mile scent provides a soothing 
fragrance. Pets recognize these 
pheromones throughout life. It 
mimics the natural way to help 
dogs and cats cope with new and 
fearful situations. Convenient 
alternative to diffusers which are 
limited for use in the confines of 
a designated room. Good Behav-
ior collar goes where your dog or 
cat goes whether it is at home or 
on the go!

Each collar is designed to 
last up to 30 days. Fits dogs and 
puppies with neck sizes of up 
to 28’. Available in 15” length 
for cats. Made in the USA and 
weighs 1.2 oz. (34 g).
www.sentrypetcare.com

800-224-7387
$10.99

Walk-N-Stake

Get the strength of a tra-
ditional stake system with 
the portability of a leash with 
Walk-N-Stake™ from Bags On 
Board.®

The stakes are easy to place 
in and remove from the ground. 
And, since they fold into the 
handle, there is no muddy mess 
to worry about. Revolutionary 
holding power makes it impos-
sible for your pet to drag it out 
of the ground.

The Walk-N-Stake™ is per-
fect for dogs of any size or 
weight so your pets never have 
to be off the leash again. But 
now, you can be.

www.walknstake.com
866-261-6011

$19.99

Leatherman 1604908 
Serac S2

Leatherman 1604908 Serac 
S2, Aluminum Body, 3 Watt 
LED, AAA Lumens range from 
a high of 35 to a low 5. Run 
time lasts on high at 45-minutes 
and low at 10.5-hours Housed 
in 6061-T6 hard anodized alu-
minum with bezel made from 
stainless steel. Humidity re-
sistant, corrosion resistant, 
shock resistantstant, and power 
management circuitry provide 
steady light output. Accepts 
AAA batteries.

10-year Warranty (Does Not 
Include Battery), -32F/+140F 
Temperature Resistant, 

3w LED, 45 min (high) | 
10.5 hrs (low) Battery Life (Test-
ed with AAA Alkaline Battery),  
6061-T6 Hard-anodized Alu-
minum Body, Anti-reflective 
Coated Glass Lens, Circuitry 
Management for Regulated 
Light Output, Corrosion Resis-
tant, Humidity Resistant
Measurements:
 * 1.1 oz | 31.2 g
 * 3.48 in | 8.84 cm
 * Beam Diameter: 1 ft. (spot) / 6 
ft. (corona) at 5 ft.

www.leatherman.com
800-847-8665

$25
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Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you 
seven pages from this book to decide if you want to do 

buy the book!

Buy The Book

I am quite competitive, but mostly just with my

self. If I feel that I’m doing something well, 
I’m 

happy. If I feel that I’m not shooting as well as I should 
be, I’m not a happy camper. Ironically, it is often from these 
days that I learn the most.

If I miss a single target, I try to let it pass and go on 
to the next. If, however, I’m having a slump, I try to think 
why. Indeed, I’ve been known to talk to myself; not so 
loudly that neighbors hear, but enough to get curious 
glances from my loaders.

For me, shooting below par normally revolves around 
old habits-fiends, not friends. First among them is confi-
dence. Often I know a target is dead right as I start my 
gun mount. This does not happen often, but when I have 
this feeling it’s close to infallible. If I miss a few birds that 
I shouldn’t and my confidence wavers, I tend to become 
too deliberate, too exact, looking for the lead. This old 
habit comes from my clay days -maintained/ sustained 
lead. But when brought over to game shooting this caution 
translates to a slowing of the barrels, or, perhaps the worse 
sin of all, double-checking the sight picture by looking at 
the barrels (or the bead) instead of the bird, which causes 
the gun to Stop.

I recently read somewhere that you must “read the 
line, feel to lead.” This is truly great advice. Yes, there 
is a sight picture, a gap that varies with speed, distance, 
angle of the target, and the speed at which you move the 
barrels. (Accelerating the barrels, or more follow through 
for maintained-lead shooters, is the key to hitting longer 
birds.) And this sight picture varies dramatically. Yet shot-
gun shooting is a hand-eye game, very much like throw-
ing a ball to someone running at full speed. The brain, 
with training and practice, knows what is correct. With 
experience, the unconscious mind knows what is best. 
The kiss of death is to try to make something that works 
work even better, as that will make you revert to checking 
your bead, slowing your barrels, and shooting behind the 
target. When you throw a ball to someone you look at the 
target, not your hand; it’s the same with shooting.

Some of the advice you get from gun scribes and 
shooting coaches is good, some bad, and some on the 
borderline of bizarre. Always consider whether the 
advice offered makes sense for the way you shoot. 
For example, I recently read a shooting magazine 
in which a leading coach wrote that he was missing 
archangels miles in front. He didn’t realize it until a 
picker mentioned it to him after the drive. Actually, 
I doubt that because birds at sixty yards need loads 
of lead. More likely he was off-line, but perhaps the 
advice got him to focus better. Also, I have absolutely 
no idea how a picker could tell where our expert’s 
shot was going relative to the birds from some dis-
tance behind the line.

I recently spent a couple of weeks shooting in 
Argentina. I could not shoot my way out of a wet 
paper bag for the first three boxes or so of shells. I was 
over-leading, but I believe it was for a very curious 
reason; I am primarily a tall pheasant shot. When you 
compare the size of the eared dove to even a small 

Thanks to Lyons Press we have 
offered you an excerpt from The 

Complete Guide to Wingshootng by 
Alex Brant

Becoming A Better Shot
By Alex Brant
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hen pheasant, the visual distinc-
tions are dramatic. Subconsciously, 
I was computing a thirty-yard dove 
as a sky-high pheasant and dialing 
in the same lead with which I was 
accustomed. Also, a pheasant with 
a tail wind is a much faster target. 
When I changed my lead after trial 
and much error and cut back 60 to 
80 percent, my ratio went from 5 to 
1 to 1.2 to 1.

For the remainder of the trip 
I limited myself to five boxes per 
session, as that was as much pound-
ing from my fixed-breech 12 gauge 
as I felt comfortable with shooting 
morning and afternoon, day after 
day. A 20- or 28-gauge is sufficient, 
if properly choked, for even the 
tallest dove. I had brought the 
12-gauge because on this trip we 
were also shooting ducks and geese 
in different areas. The heavy loads 
the outfitter supplied were also un-
necessary.

More goofy advice: Another 
writer suggested shooting low on 
classic partridge. Mistakenly think-
ing that this fellow knew what he 
was writing about, I decided to try 
it on my first day of partridge shoot-
ing last season. I hit my partridge. 
Low. Too low. With a fast, low target, 
just go through the line and shoot, 
don’t formulate, formalize, or over-
think. Partridge are about reactions, 
albeit trained, practiced reflexes.

One other bit of odd advice I’ve 
heard repeated is to focus on the air 
in front of the bird. I beg your par-
don? You can only focus on an object 
that has reflective qualities, such as 
the page you’re reading or a bird in 
the air. Don’t believe me? Focus out 
across a field, eyes toward the sky. 
Try focusing five feet in front, now 
twenty. No difference, is there? This 
advice perverts the laws of physics, 
optics, and cognition. Take it at your 
own peril. Focus on the bird, see the 
barrels peripherally, and all will be 
right with the world.

COACHING AND PRACTICE

Some dog breeds naturally and 
instinctively point, others retrieve, 
and still others herd. Man has in-
stincts, as well. Unfortunately, he 
does not have an instinct to shoot. 
He must be trained to shoot. It can 
be coached. It is reactive. Perhaps it 
is even a conditioned reflex; reward 
comes in seeing a target break or a 
bird fold. It is nonetheless a misno-
mer, almost a malapropism, to call 
it instinctive. A better way to put it 
is that the unconscious mind knows 
better when to slap the trigger than 
the conscious mind trying to delib-
erately measure lead. This is true. 
But this is not instinct.

in a downward arc (rainbowing). 
But Joe Nickerson’s advice, from 
The Shooting Man’s Creed, to place 
a top hat on the bird and shoot for 
the top is much better. Just keep 
in mind, for a bird that has set its 
wings and is dropping ignore this 
advice and just go through the bird 
to establish the correct line. A gun 
that fits is also critical.

An interesting way to practice 
staying on a true straight line is to 
try mounting on the line where a 
wall meets a ceiling, beginning at 
various times, perhaps 30 to 60 de-
grees to the front. Try to stay on this 
line as you mount and move your 
gun. This is the same line exhibited 
by a bird in level flight. A right-
handed shooter will probably find 
birds to the left easier if he drops the 
right shoulder somewhat. Practice 
keeping your barrels perpendicular 
to the line. Make this a habit; it is 
useful.

Practicing your gun mount for 
five minutes a day will do wonders 
for your shooting. You’ll also dis-
cover whether a little bit of weight 
training might help you. There is no 
need to go overboard in this regard, 
but if fatigue takes its toll too early 
you won’t shoot your best.

One of the best bits of advice 
I’ve ever received came from leg-
endary shooter Smoker Smith: “Try 
to make things as easy as possible.” 
With clays, for example, that could 
mean standing at one side of the 
cage rather than in the middle or 
taking the first clay at a spot that 
makes picking up the second bird 
of a report pair much smoother. In 
game shooting, if most birds are 
coming over your left shoulder you 
might want to slightly shift your 
feet and even your gaze to make the 
shots as easy as possible.

Practicing your gun 
mount for five minutes a 
day will do wonders for 

your shooting

One shooting coach, who bills 
himself (a la Sherlock Holmes) as a 
“shooting consultant,” describes the 
correct lead as about 1 1/4” inches, 
ideally measured-get this-off the 
middle of the sides of the barrel. 
His logic runs something like this: 
The gap in real terms increases 
with the distance from the barrel, 
the angle formed remaining con-
stant. However, lead as a function 
of distance is not linear. And this 
theory doesn’t take into account 
over-unders versus side-by-sides 
or large versus small gauges, all 
of which would affect the angle in 
relation to 1 1/4” inches because the 
distance from the side of the barrel 
in relation to the centerline of the rib 
keeps changing.

Reading off the middle of the 
side of the barrel does force you to 
shoot high, though, which may help 
on crossers that are often missed 
low. If you don’t pivot your feet 
there is a physical tendency- run-
ning out of swing-to come off-line 

The Complete Guide To 
Wingshooting by Alex Brant 
Reprinted with permission 

Copyrights  Lyons Press 2005


