
14 © Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 www.Bdarn.com Subscribe $9.99/Yr

October/November 2015                                                            Bird Dog & Retriever News                                                              www.Bdarn.com 

ART
STAN BENTAL: Master Sculp-
tor Of The Hunting Dog 505-
986-8623 See our display ad on 
page 12.

www.StanBentall.com

BIRDS

GQF Manufacturing Com-
pany: Savannah, GA  912-
236-0651

www.gqfmfg.com/b.htm
GAME BIRDS FOR SALE: Flight 
conditioned Bobwhite Quail, Ringneck 
Pheasants, Chukar Patridges. Pickup at 
the farm, Darwin Laitenberger, Minn. 
Lake, MN 507-462-3589

www.Bdarn.com/laiten

WOODLAND ACRE HATCHERY: 
Jared Anderson at 507-236-3618, 
Fairmont, MN

www.Bdarn.com/woodland

BOOKS
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

COLLARS
COLLAR CLINIC: See our Display 

Adv on Page 2. 1-800-430-2010 
www.CollarClinic.com

DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-
338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com 

DECOYS
DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-
338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com

GUNS
JAMESDJULIA: One of America’s 
Top Ten  Antique Auctioneers. See 
our three page ads in this issue.

jamesdjulia.com

LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com

www.oakwoodgamefarm.com

QUAIL - CHUKAR CHICKS
Quail-45¢ Chukar-85¢ (with a 1000 order) 

WOLFE’S GAMEBIRD HATCHERY
1398 Hunters Grove Rd, Brookville, PA 15825 

(814) 849-3430

Chicks shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. Guaranteed live deliv-
ery. Write or call for price list and ordering instructions. 

www.Bdarn.com/wolfes

In 2014, the number of pheasant 
hunters was 57,590, representing a 
decrease of 7 percent from 2013.

An estimated 75,170 people hunted 
ducks, a decrease of 2 percent from 
2013.

Ruffed grouse hunter numbers 
were estimated at 83,020, an increase 
of 11 percent from 2013.

Statewide estimates show small 
game hunters harvested about 
152,800 pheasants (down 10 per-
cent), 699,620 ducks (down 11 per-
cent), and 301,190 ruffed grouse (up 
4 percent) in 2013, with margins of 
error in the results of between 10 
and 14 percent, which means there 
has been no statistically significant 

change in these numbers since last 
year.

Individual hunter success rates 
were comparable to 2013. Pheasant 
hunters harvested an average of 
2.7 pheasants in 2013, which was 
the same as 2014. Duck hunters 
harvested an average of 9.3 ducks 
in 2014 compared to 10.2 in 2013. 
Ruffed grouse hunters harvested an 
average of 3.6 grouse in 2014, which 
was also unchanged from 2013.

The DNR annually surveys small 
game hunters to make estimates of 
both hunter numbers and harvest 
trends. For the 2014 season, 7,000 
small game license buyers were sur-
veyed of which 3,451 surveys were 
returned and usable.

The complete report is on the DNR 
website.

MONTANA
Upland Game 
Bird Hunting 

Forecast
A really bad winter can knock 

things back for a year or two but 
generally, if there is a good hatch 
and good survival among the chicks, 
especially a few years in a row, there 
will be great hunting.

Looking back a few years, Mon-
tana’s seen good hatches and good 
survival for game birds. So, at a 
state-wide scale, things should be 
pretty good for hunters this fall.

Conditions for nesting and brood 
survival, however, can vary widely 
so don’t be surprised to find hunting 
really good in one area and not so 
good just 50 or 100 miles away.

This is what we call”spotty” in the 
bird hunting world. A few things to 
keep in mind this fall:

* Heat + Dogs = Bad. It can often 
be 80 degrees or more in September 
and early October, so keep a close 
eye on your dog to make sure he 
or she doesn’t get overheated. Your 
dog finds and retrieves your birds, 
is probably your best friend, and is 
a tent-mate in camp, so be mindful 
of your dog. Carry plenty of extra 
water in the field for the pup to 

cent increase in the overall pheasant 
index from 2014. This year’s state-
wide pheasant index was 40.7 birds 
per 100 miles of roadside driven.

Weather and habitat are the two 
main factors that drive Minnesota’s 
pheasant population trends. Weather 
causes annual fluctuations in road-
side indices. Undisturbed grassland 
habitat for nesting and brood-rearing 
drives the longer-term pattern.

All regions showed increases in the 
roadside pheasant index compared 
to 2014 except for the south-central 
region, which stayed the same as last 
year. The highest pheasant counts 
by number of pheasants were in 
the southwest, west-central and 
east-central regions, where observ-
ers reported 46 to 76 birds per 100 
miles driven. Looking at percent-
age increases from 2014, the highest 
were in the central, east-central, and 
southeast regions with increases 
of 44 percent, 126 percent and 138 
percent, respectively. Hunters will 
find good harvest opportunities in 
these areas.

Winter conditions and 
survival

Good winter conditions led to 
higher overwinter survival of hens, 
which were up 32 percent from last 
year. Higher winter hen survival 
means more pheasant nests in the 
spring.

One important indicator of an-
nual reproduction is the number 
of broods observed per 100 miles. 
The 2015 brood index increased 35 
percent from last year. The number 
of broods per 100 hens increased 2 
percent from 2014.

The average number of chicks per 
brood was similar to last year and the 
10-year average but was 14 percent 
below the long-term average. The 
median hatch date of nests was June 
9, which was three days earlier than 
the 10-year average and seven days 
earlier than last year. 

Monitoring pheasant population 
trends is part of the DNR’s annual 
August roadside wildlife survey, 
which began in 1955. DNR wildlife 
managers and conservation officers 
in the farmland region of Minnesota 
conduct the survey during the first 
half of August. This year’s survey 
consisted of 170 25-mile-long routes, 
with 151 routes located in the ring-
necked pheasant range.

The 2015 August Roadside Survey 
report and a map of pheasant hunt-
ing prospects can be viewed and 
downloaded from www.mndnr.
gov/hunting/pheasant. Also re-
corded in this year’s survey:

* The mourning dove index in-
creased 14 percent from 2014 but 
remained below the 10-year average 
and long-term average.

* The gray partridge index in-
creased 150 percent from 2014 but 
remained well below the 10-year and 
long-term averages.

2014 small game 
hunter survey 

results released
With the exception of ruffed grouse 

hunters, fewer game bird hunters 
took to Minnesota’s fields and forests 
in 2014, according to the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources 
annual small game survey.

drink and to give your trusty pal 
a good wetting down, especially 
about the belly and armpits, when 
the heat is on.

* And fire! Please understand that 
it can be hot and dry so use extreme 
caution and don’t drive in tall, dry 
vegetation.

For the hunting, here is a little more 
detail on what hunters can expect:

Gray (Hungarian) Partridge
* While no formal surveys are 

conducted for huns in Montana, 
observations in Regions 4, in the 
middle of Montana, and Region 7, 
in southeastern Montana, suggest 
average numbers. In FWP Region 

6, northwestern Montana, good 
sized broods have been ob-
served so hunters can expect 
hun numbers to be good given 
favorable 2015 nesting condi-
tions that further benefited from 
dry conditions through June that 
likely improved nest success and 
brood survival. Summer hail 
storms in Regions 4 and 6 likely 
affected bird numbers where 
storm cells hit resulting in the 

aforementioned spotty distribu-
tion of birds. In southcentral Mon-
tana, FWP Region 5, conditions were 
in flux and bird numbers in most of 
the region will be below average.

Mountain Grouse
* Mountain grouse, a catch all 

term that includes ruffed, spruce, 
and dusky (or blue) grouse, are de 
rigueur for western Montana bird 
hunters. They are fun to hunt and 
good to eat. The last few years have 
been good for these birds in Re-
gions 1 (northwestern Montana), 2 
(western Montana), 3 (southwestern 
Montana) and parts of 4. Particularly 
in northwestern Montana biologists 
have been seeing lots of birds and 
broods. Preliminary information 
from Region 5 suggests that dusky 
grouse numbers are better than last 
year but still below average and 
ruffed grouse will be at or slightly 
above average.

Pheasants
* Montana is experiencing a large 

decline in CRP acreage along the 
northern tier of the state, which may 
have an impact on hunting experi-
ences in Regions 4 and 6. Based on 
crow counts and brood sightings 
in Region 6, numbers vary from 
below average and slightly down 
from last year near Havre, to aver-
age and the same as last year near 
Malta and Glasgow, to well above 
average in the northeast corner of 
the state. In good pheasant habitats 
in central Montana “such as around 
Conrad and Lewistown” pheasants 
are”average with an optimistic out-
look,” according to Region 4 Wildlife 
Manager Graham Taylor. Likewise 
in Region 5, 3 and 7, the season 
should be average and better than 
last year. In northwestern Montana, 
brood survival appears to be good 
on the Ninepipe Wildlife Manage-
ment Area but drought has impacted 
habitat so hunting conditions could 
be tough. Numbers in the Flathead 
Valley are holding steady.

Sage-Grouse
* Sage grouse are another bright 

spot this year in Montana. State-
wide, male attendance at leks, or 
sage-grouse breeding grounds, aver-
aged 22.8 males per lek this year, 75 
percent higher than last year. Other 
western states also are reporting 
increases in lek counts for 2015. This 

“In hotel rooms I worry. I think, I 
can’t be the only guy who sits on 

the furniture naked.


