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range is with handguns. Delano 
also teaches classes in hunting and 
gun safety at Parma Woods, helps 
maintain safety on the firing line 
and provides assistance to new 
shooters who encounter problems.

Volunteers are an integral part 
of programs at many MDC shoot-
ing ranges, nature centers and 
classrooms. For more information 
on volunteering for MDC, go to 
http://1.usa.gov/qHycno. For 
a list of MDC sites that use vol-
unteers, go to http://1.usa.gov/
omviS9.

From 15 to 20 volunteers serve 
at the Parma Woods range, said 
Range Manager Nathan Wood-
land.

“They’re a huge help in serving 
the public and keeping the shoot-
ing range safe. We couldn’t do it 
without them.” Woodland said. 
“We had 30,000 visitors come 
through here last year. There’s no 
way we could have served them 
all without the volunteers.”

Effective wingshooting work-
shops offered for hunters in KC 
and St. Joe areas

News from the Kansas City and 
Northwest regions

Most hunters tramping fields 
for upland game birds or wading 
in marshes for waterfowl know 
the feeling and the wish. Disap-
pointment follows a missed shot 
and wishing for sharper shooting 
skills begins.

There’s hope. The Missouri De-
partment of Conservation (MDC) 
will offer “Effective Wingshooting 
for the Hunter” workshops at lo-
cations serving the St. Joseph and 
Kansas City areas. The workshops 
are free and will help migratory 
and upland bird hunters improve 
their wingshooting skills, includ-
ing effective use of shotgun shells 
with non-toxic alternatives to lead 
shot, such as steel shot.

The workshop will be offered 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at 

the MDC Northwest Regional of-
fice in St. Joseph, 701 James Mac-
Carthy Drive. Pre-registration is 
required. To register, call 816-271-
3100 or send an e-mail to Thomas.
Peacher@mdc.mo.gov.

In the Kansas City area, the 
workshop will be offered from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Oct. 8 at the Lake 
City Shooting Range, 28505 East 
Truman Road. For information or 
to pre-register call 816-249-3194.

Participants will learn how to 
select the best ammunition and 
choke for game birds and hunting 
conditions, how to sharpen shot-
gun shooting skills, improving 
range and target distance estima-
tion and how to properly pattern 
a shotgun. Hunters can bring their 
shotguns, choke tubes and non-
toxic ammunition if they wish 
to pattern their guns or practice 
skills. Also, they will need to bring 
eye and ear protection for use on 
a shooting range, a stool or chair 
and a sack lunch. Clay targets and 
non-toxic 12 and 20 gauge practice 
ammunition will be available.

The workshops will be taught 
by MDC Conservation Education 
Supervisor T.J. Peacher.

MONTANA
Duck Identification 

Workshop At Montana 
WILD - November 18

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks’ 
waterfowl flyway expert will host 
a 90-minute workshop on duck 
identification at Montana WILD 
on Nov. 18.

This is an excellent opportu-
nity for bird watchers and novice 
waterfowl hunters to learn how 
to identify all of Montana’s duck 
species and gain the confidence to 
identify the next duck that flies by.

The program begins at 6 p.m. 
at the Montana WILD Education 
Center, located at 2668 Broadwater 
Ave, next to Spring Meadow Lake 
State Park off Highway 12 West.

For more information, call Mon-
tana WILD at 444-9944. For a 
preview of the event, watch the 
recent Duck I.D.-Outdoor Report 
on FWP’s website at fwp.mt.gov; 
click Video Library, then Outdoor 
Reports. Or visit Montana FWP 
on YouTube.

NEBRASKA
Special Youth Upland 

Hunts Set for Oct. 18-19
Youth ages 15 and younger are 

encouraged to participate in spe-
cial youth pheasant hunts during 
the Oct. 18-19 statewide youth 
pheasant, quail and partridge 
season.

Rooster pheasants will be re-
leased at nine wildlife manage-
ment areas before the special 
youth hunt season. The special 
hunts are open to the public, and 
the number of participants is not 
limited. No registration or special 
permit is required. Special regu-
lations posted at each of the nine 
WMAs will apply to all portions 
of the designated areas normally 
open to hunting. All other current 
youth and regular hunting regula-
tions also will be in effect on these 
designated areas.

Pheasants will be released at 
the following WMAs: Pressey 
(Custer County); Sherman Reser-
voir (Sherman County); Oak Val-
ley (Madison County); Branched 
Oak (Lancaster County); Twin 
Oaks (Johnson County); Hickory 
Ridge (Johnson County); Wilkin-
son (Platte County); Peru Bottoms 
(Nemaha County) and Yankee Hill 
(Lancaster County).

The special regulations on these 
WMAs include:

• Only nontoxic shot may be 
used at Wilkinson and Peru Bot-
toms.

• Adult mentors must be li-
censed hunters age 19 or older to 
accompany a youth.

• Adult mentors may harvest 
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one rooster pheasant per day only.
• The nine WMAs are the only 

locations where adults may har-
vest pheasants during the youth 
season.

• Only one adult mentor per 
youth will be allowed to hunt (ad-
ditional non-hunting mentors may 
accompany the youth on the hunt).

• Youth may harvest two roost-
ers per day.

This is the fourth year of the 
pheasant releases during the spe-
cial youth season, which is intend-
ed to increase youth participation 
in upland game hunting.

Youth Waterfowl Hunt Sched-
uled for Overton WMA

Nevada’s young hunters will 
have an opportunity to hunt 
waterfowl by themselves dur-
ing a youth-only waterfowl sea-
son scheduled for Oct. 18 on 
the Moapa Valley portion of the 
Overton Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA). This season is open 
only to hunters 15 years of age or 
younger, including non-residents. 

The young hunters must be ac-
companied by an adult who is at 
least 18 years of age. However, 
adults are not allowed to hunt 
during this season. The daily bag 
limits for ducks, geese, and other 
waterfowl are the same as those 
established for the regular season.

As with the regular waterfowl 
season reservations are required 
for the youth hunt at the Overton 
WMA. The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) will begin tak-
ing reservations at 8 a.m. Monday, 
Oct.13 at its Las Vegas and Hen-
derson offices. They are located 
at 4747 Vegas Drive and 744 S. 
Racetrack Road respectively. Res-
ervations also can be made at the 
management area. The hunter, or 
their representative, must appear 
in person to make the reservation.

“Our youth-only hunting sea-
sons are great opportunities for 
young hunters to experience the 

hunt without the pressure that 
sometimes comes when hunting 
with more experienced hunters.” 
said Doug Nielsen, Conservation 
Education supervisor for NDOW. 
“On the other hand, the youth 
hunt also is an opportunity for the 
experienced hunter to mentor and 
share their knowledge with the 
upcoming generation of hunters.” 

Youth hunters between the ages 
of 12 and 15 will need a current 
hunting license and a Nevada 
State Duck Stamp but will not 
need a federal migratory game 
bird hunting stamp. That stamp 
is required for persons age 16 
and older who hunt migratory 
waterfowl. Youth hunters under 
the age of twelve are not required 
to possess a license; however, 
NDOW strongly recommends 
they complete a hunter education 
course prior to the hunt. Course in-
formation and registration can be 
accessed online at www.ndow.org. 

A second youth-only waterfowl 
season will take place in the South 
Zone Feb. 7-8, 2015 and will in-
clude the Moapa Valley portion 
of the Overton WMA. There are 
three waterfowl zones in Nevada. 
The South Zone is comprised of 
Lincoln and Clark counties, the 
Northeast Zone, which includes 
Elko and White Pine counties, 
and the Northwest Zone. The lat-
ter consists of the remaining 13 
counties.

The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) protects, re-
stores and manages fish and wild-
life, and promotes fishing, hunt-
ing, and boating safety. NDOW’s 
wildlife and habitat conservation 
efforts are primarily funded by 
sportsmen’s license and conserva-
tion fees and a federal surcharge 
on hunting and fishing gear. Sup-
port wildlife and habitat conser-
vation in Nevada by purchasing 
a hunting, fishing or combination 
license. Find us on Facebook, Twit-
ter or visit us at www.ndow.org. 

Youth Waterfowl Hunt 
Scheduled for Overton 

WMA
Nevada’s young hunters will 

have an opportunity to hunt 
waterfowl by themselves dur-
ing a youth-only waterfowl sea-
son scheduled for Oct. 18 on 
the Moapa Valley portion of the 
Overton Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA). This season is open 
only to hunters 15 years of age or 
younger, including non-residents. 

The young hunters must be ac-
companied by an adult who is at 
least 18 years of age. However, 
adults are not allowed to hunt 
during this season. The daily bag 
limits for ducks, geese, and other 
waterfowl are the same as those 
established for the regular season.

As with the regular waterfowl 
season reservations are required 
for the youth hunt at the Overton 
WMA. The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) will begin tak-
ing reservations at 8 a.m. Monday, 
Oct.13 at its Las Vegas and Hen-
derson offices. They are located 
at 4747 Vegas Drive and 744 S. 
Racetrack Road respectively. Res-
ervations also can be made at the 
management area. The hunter, or 
their representative, must appear 
in person to make the reservation.

“Our youth-only hunting sea-
sons are great opportunities for 
young hunters to experience the 
hunt without the pressure that 
sometimes comes when hunting 
with more experienced hunters.” 
said Doug Nielsen, Conservation 
Education supervisor for NDOW. 
“On the other hand, the youth 
hunt also is an opportunity for the 
experienced hunter to mentor and 
share their knowledge with the 
upcoming generation of hunters.” 

Youth hunters between the ages 
of 12 and 15 will need a current 
hunting license and a Nevada 
State Duck Stamp but will not 
need a federal migratory game 
bird hunting stamp. That stamp 
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is required for persons age 16 
and older who hunt migratory 
waterfowl. Youth hunters under 
the age of twelve are not required 
to possess a license; however, 
NDOW strongly recommends 
they complete a hunter education 
course prior to the hunt. Course in-
formation and registration can be 
accessed online at www.ndow.org. 

A second youth-only waterfowl 
season will take place in the South 
Zone Feb. 7-8, 2015 and will in-
clude the Moapa Valley portion 
of the Overton WMA. There are 
three waterfowl zones in Nevada. 
The South Zone is comprised of 
Lincoln and Clark counties, the 
Northeast Zone, which includes 
Elko and White Pine counties, 
and the Northwest Zone. The lat-
ter consists of the remaining 13 
counties.

The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) protects, re-
stores and manages fish and wild-
life, and promotes fishing, hunt-
ing, and boating safety. NDOW’s 
wildlife and habitat conservation 
efforts are primarily funded by 
sportsmen’s license and conserva-
tion fees and a federal surcharge 
on hunting and fishing gear. Sup-
port wildlife and habitat conser-
vation in Nevada by purchasing 
a hunting, fishing or combination 
license. Find us on Facebook, Twit-
ter or visit us at www.ndow.org. 

NEVADA
Youth Waterfowl Hunt 
Scheduled for Overton 

WMA
Nevada’s young hunters will 

have an opportunity to hunt 
waterfowl by themselves dur-
ing a youth-only waterfowl sea-
son scheduled for Oct. 18 on 
the Moapa Valley portion of the 
Overton Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA). This season is open 
only to hunters 15 years of age or 
younger, including non-residents. 

T h e 
y o u n g 
h u n t e r s 
must be 
a c c o m -
panied by 
an adult 
w h o  i s 
a t  l e a s t 
18 years 
o f  a g e . 
H o w e v -
er, adults 
are not al-
lowed to 
hunt dur-
ing this 
season. The daily bag limits for 
ducks, geese, and other waterfowl 
are the same as those established 
for the regular season.

As with the regular waterfowl 
season reservations are required 
for the youth hunt at the Overton 
WMA. The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) will begin tak-
ing reservations at 8 a.m. Monday, 
Oct.13 at its Las Vegas and Hen-
derson offices. They are located 
at 4747 Vegas Drive and 744 S. 
Racetrack Road respectively. Res-
ervations also can be made at the 
management area. The hunter, or 
their representative, must appear 
in person to make the reservation.

“Our youth-only hunting sea-
sons are great opportunities for 
young hunters to experience the 
hunt without the pressure that 
sometimes comes when hunting 
with more experienced hunters.” 
said Doug Nielsen, Conservation 
Education supervisor for NDOW. 
“On the other hand, the youth 
hunt also is an opportunity for the 
experienced hunter to mentor and 
share their knowledge with the 
upcoming generation of hunters.” 

Youth hunters between the ages 
of 12 and 15 will need a current 
hunting license and a Nevada 
State Duck Stamp but will not 
need a federal migratory game 
bird hunting stamp. That stamp 
is required for persons age 16 
and older who hunt migratory 

waterfowl. Youth hunters under 
the age of twelve are not required 
to possess a license; however, 
NDOW strongly recommends 
they complete a hunter education 
course prior to the hunt. Course in-
formation and registration can be 
accessed online at www.ndow.org. 

A second youth-only waterfowl 
season will take place in the South 
Zone Feb. 7-8, 2015 and will in-
clude the Moapa Valley portion 
of the Overton WMA. There are 
three waterfowl zones in Nevada. 
The South Zone is comprised of 
Lincoln and Clark counties, the 
Northeast Zone, which includes 
Elko and White Pine counties, 
and the Northwest Zone. The lat-
ter consists of the remaining 13 
counties.

The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) protects, re-
stores and manages fish and wild-
life, and promotes fishing, hunt-
ing, and boating safety. NDOW’s 
wildlife and habitat conservation 
efforts are primarily funded by 
sportsmen’s license and conserva-
tion fees and a federal surcharge 
on hunting and fishing gear. Sup-
port wildlife and habitat conser-
vation in Nevada by purchasing 
a hunting, fishing or combination 
license. Find us on Facebook, Twit-
ter or visit us at www.ndow.org. 
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Upland Game and 
Waterfowl Cooking 
Class Scheduled for 

October
As temperatures cool down 

and hunting season gets into full 
swing, upland game and water-
fowl are on the mind of many 
sportsmen. The question is, “How 
do you cook the ducks, quail or 
rabbits you harvest?”

To answer that question, the 
Nevada Department of Wildlife 
(NDOW) has partnered with Le 
Cordon Bleu College of Culinary 
Arts in Las Vegas to offer an Up-
land Game/Waterfowl cooking 
class, the third in a series of fish 
and game cooking classes.

“The key to really enjoying wild 
game you bring home from the 
field is learning how to care for 
the meat. It’s important to know 
how to keep the meat at its fresh-
est and how to clean and prepare 
it properly,” said Larry Brinker, 
a volunteer hunter education in-
structor for NDOW. 

The Upland Game/Waterfowl 
cooking class will take place Sat-
urday, Oct. 4 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Le Cordon Bleu, 1451 Center 
Crossing Road in Summerlin. The 
cost of the class is $40 per person. 
Participants will learn tips and 
techniques that will help them 
take their game to the table and 
make meals they’ll be proud to 
serve family and friends.

Topics will include processing 
and storage, cooking techniques 
and how to handle and prepare 
wild game. Selected recipes will 
expand one’s culinary repertoire 
and participants will be able to 
sample each dish.

Due to limited seating, registra-
tion is required. Register online 
through Le Cordon Bleu’s event-
brite page. Similar classes have 
filled up quickly.

The Nevada Department of 

Wildlife (NDOW) protects, re-
stores and manages fish and wild-
life, and promotes fishing, hunt-
ing, and boating safety. NDOW’s 
wildlife and habitat conservation 
efforts are primarily funded by 
sportsmen’s license and conserva-
tion fees and a federal surcharge 
on hunting and fishing gear. Sup-
port wildlife and habitat conserva-
tion in Nevada by purchasing a 
hunting, fishing, or combination 
license. Find us on Facebook, Twit-
ter or visit us at www.ndow.org. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE
N.H. Pheasant Season 

Opens October 1
New Hampshire’s hunting sea-

son for pheasant gets under-
way on October 1 and continues 
through December 31. There will 
be 73 stocking sites in 50 towns. 
This fall, 12,260 adult ring-necked 
pheasants will be released in all 10 
counties during 
the three-month 
season, an aver-
age of 140 birds 
per site. Pheas-
ant hunters have 
a daily bag limit 
of 2, and a sea-
son limit of 10 
birds. 

Pheasants will 
be released on 
select state Wild-
l i f e  M a n a g e -
ment Areas, U.S. 
Army Corps of 
Engineers flood 
control areas and 
private  lands 
open to public 
hunting. Each 
site will receive 
approximately 
140 birds for the 
season, with the 
exception of fed-
eral flood control 
areas, which will 
receive approxi-
mately 36 more 

birds per site. Fish and Game will 
continue to release birds as close 
to opening day as possible and to 
consistently stock a Thursday/Fri-
day schedule in-season. All stock-
ing will be completed by the start 
of moose season on October 18.

“Please keep safety foremost in 
mind: wear hunter orange, control 
your firearm muzzle and know 
where your hunting partners are 
at all times. Shoot only within your 
zone of fire, and keep your hunt-
ing dog under control,” said Fish 
and Game Pheasant Project Leader 
Karen Bordeau. “Do take the time 
to thank private and federal land-
owners when you use their lands. 
Your hunting ethics on their lands 
and your thoughtfulness will help 
keep these lands open.” 

Fish and Game asks hunters to 
refrain from training dogs at re-
lease sites during the three days 
prior to October 1. Dog training 
flushes pheasants from release 
sites, often onto posted property or 
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other areas not suitable for hunt-
ing. 

The list of towns to be stocked 
(including road names) can be 
seen on the Fish and Game web-
site at huntnh.com/Hunting/
Hunt_species/hunt_pheasant.
htm; printed lists are also available 
at Fish and Game headquarters 
and regional offices. 

Pheasant hunters must purchase 
a $26 pheasant license, in addition 
to the regular New Hampshire 
hunting license or non-resident 
N.H. small game license. Licenses 
can be purchased at huntnh.com 
or from any Fish and Game license 
agent. Pheasants are purchased 
exclusively with revenues from 
the sale of pheasant licenses.

All pheasant hunters are urged 
to follow these basic safety guide-
lines: 

- Wear hunter orange on your 
head, back and chest.

- Control your firearm muzzle 
at all times. 

- Always wear safety glasses. 
- Know where your hunting 

partners are at all times. 
- Shoot only within your zone 

of fire. 
- Be sure of your target and what 

is beyond. 
- Always keep your hunting dog 

under control. For more informa-
tion on hunting in New Hamp-
shire, including online license and 
permit sales, visit huntnh.com/
Hunting/Hunting.htm.

NEW JERSEY
Youth Pheasant Hunt 

Saturday, November 1; 
Extra Afternoon Birds To 

Be Stocked
The NJDEP’s Division of Fish 

and Wildlife, in cooperation with 
the NJ State Federation of Sports-
men’s Clubs, is conducting the 

annual Youth Pheasant Hunt this 
Saturday, November 1, 2014. The 
hunt is part of the Division’s Take 
a Kid Hunting program which 
provides opportunities for young 
hunters to learn and experience 
hunting in a non-competitive 
atmosphere prior to the regular 
season opening day. 

Registration for the morning’s 
guided hunts has closed, but the 
following Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMAs) will re-open to 
self-guided hunting at 1:00 p.m. 
No registration is necessary for 
the self-guided hunt, but only 
those possessing a Youth Hunting 
License may hunt. The hunt will 
take place on the following areas: 

Whittingham Black River Clin-
ton Assunpink Colliers Mills 
Millville Peaslee Winslow 

The Division is pleased to an-
nounce that the areas will be 
restocked with additional birds 
after the guided hunts in the morn-
ing conclude. The freshly stocked 
WMAs will reopen at 1:00 p.m. for 
youth hunters. All birds are reared 
at the Division of Fish and Wild-
life’s Rockport Pheasant Farm. 

Those not registered for a guided 
hunt in the morning will still have 
plenty of shot opportunities in the 
afternoon. The Division recogniz-
es how busy the sport and school 
schedules are for today’s youth. 
Having this opportunity to hunt 
these extra birds in the afternoon 
makes bird hunting for all of our 
youth more accessible. 

Remember, all youth must have 
a valid Youth Hunting License and 
be under the direct supervision 
of a non-hunting licensed adult. 
The daily bag limit of two birds of 
either sex still applies. 

The Flatbrook and Glassboro 
WMAs will be open all day begin-
ning at 8:00 a.m. youth hunters. 
Both of these locations will also 
receive additional birds. 

Additional information on other 
hunting opportunities through 
the Division’s Take A Kid Hunt-

ing Program is available at www.
njfishandwildlife.com/takekid-
hunting.htm on the Division’s site. 

Division To Stock 
Dog Training Areas in 

October
The NJDEP Division of Fish and 

Wildlife will stock a total of 880 
quail in eleven (11) Wildlife Man-
agement Area dog training areas 
prior to the November 8 opening 
of the pheasant/quail season. The 
quail are stocked for dog training 
purposes only. 

The dog training areas are lo-
cated within the following WMAs 
(listed north to south) and will be 
stocked for training on October 
4, 14, 18 and 25: Whittingham, 
Pequest, Black River, Clinton, 
Assunpink, Manasquan, Colliers 
Mills, Stafford Forge, Glassboro, 
Millville and Tuckahoe. 

Small game hunters with dogs 
should try to take advantage of 
these early stockings. Condition-
ing your hunting dog prior to 
opening day of the season should 
be part of every hunter ’s pre-
season regimen. 

All dogs must be properly li-
censed. Hunters should note that 
they may exercise or train dogs 
on any WMA from September 1 to 
April 30, however, the exercising 
or training of dogs is prohibited on 
any WMA on November 7, 2014. 
Regulations regarding the release 
of game for dog training purposes 
apply; for more information see 
the Dog Training Regulations 
linked below. 
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NEW MEXICO

HUNTING SEASONS 
OPEN FOR DOVES, 

GROUSE, SQUIRRELS, 
BAND-TAILED 

PIGEONS; PELLET 
GUNS APPROVED FOR 

COLLARED DOVES, 
GROUSE, SQUIRRELS
Hunting seasons opened Sept. 1 

in New Mexico for doves, grouse, 
squirrels and band-tailed pigeons, 
with some rule changes that pro-
vide more hunting opportunities.

Beginning this year, .177 caliber 
or larger pellet guns are among the 
legal sporting arms for Eurasian 
collared doves, dusky grouse and 
squirrels. The State Game Com-
mission approved the change Aug. 
28 to give hunters more opportu-
nities to bag those species, partly 
due to the ongoing shortage of 
.22-caliber ammunition.

The Game Commission also 
increased the hunting season for 
Eurasian collared doves , an inva-
sive, non-native species , to year-
round with no bag limit. Hunters 
must leave one wing attached to 
each collared dove while in the 
field so conservation officers can 
differentiate the birds from white-
winged or mourning doves, which 
have a bag limit of 15 birds a day.

Eurasian collared doves are 
identified by the distinct black 
and white collar on the back of 
their neck.

For more details about hunting 
small game and waterfowl in New 
Mexico, please visit the Depart-
ment of Game and Fish website, 
www.wildlife.state.nm.us, rules 
and information booklets are 
available that include maps, sea-
son dates, bag limits and more. 
Information also is available by 
calling toll-free (888) 248-6866.
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NORTH DAKOTA
Wetland Conditions 

Good for Duck Hunting
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual fall 
wetland survey indicates good to 
excellent wetland conditions for 
duck hunting throughout most of 
the state.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said the 
northwest has a near-record num-
ber of wetlands, while the rest of 
the state has wetland numbers 
similar to, or above the 2003-13 
average.

“Most areas have fairly similar 
conditions compared to last year, 
with improvements in the central 
part of the state.” Szymanski said. 
“Really, we seem to have pretty 
good numbers of wetlands hold-
ing water statewide. The western 
half of the state is the wettest, but 
other than a few smaller isolated 
areas, hunters across the state 
shouldn’t have issues finding 
wetlands holding water.”

The western half of the state 
received significant rainfall in Au-
gust. Hunters should be cautious 
driving off-trail to avoid soft spots 
and areas like tall vegetation that 
could be a fire hazard.

The quality of waterfowl hunt-
ing in North Dakota is predicated 
on weather conditions and pat-
terns. Szymanski said strong re-
production for ducks in breeding 
areas both in and outside of North 
Dakota makes for good fall hunt-
ing potential.

“Hunters should always scout 
because of ever changing condi-
tions and distribution of water-
fowl.” Szymanski said.

The wetland survey is conduct-
ed in mid-September, just prior to 
the waterfowl hunting season, to 
provide an assessment of condi-
tions duck hunters can expect.

PENNSYLVANIA
LARGE TRACT WON’T 
BECOME STATE GAME 

LANDS
Purchase was approved in Janu-

ary, but a final agreement wasn’t 
reached. 

The Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission today announced a nearly 
13,000-acre tract that had received 
board approval to be added to 
State Game Lands 25 in Elk Coun-
ty will not be acquired.

The Game Commission had ar-
ranged to purchase the tract from 
The Conservation Fund, however, 
The Conservation Fund and the 
current landowner were unable to 
reach final deal terms.

Given that the Board of Game 
Commissioners’ January approval 
of the purchase was announced in 
a news release, and subsequently 
reported by other media outlets, 
the Game Commission wishes to 
pass along to hunters that the tract 
remains privately owned. 

Fall hunting activity statewide 
will be ramping up in the coming 
weeks following the Oct. 4 opener 
to the statewide archery deer 
season.  The 12,911-acre property 
the commission had planned to 
purchase is located within Jones 
Township, Elk County. It is bi-

sected by U.S. Route 219.  The 
Game Commission’s approved 
purchase price for the property 
was nearly $12.2 million, much of 
which was expected to be gener-
ated by timber-harvest revenue.

SOUTH 
CAROLINA

Youth encouraged to sign 
up for Nov. 22 Horry Co. 

dove clinic
The S.C. Department of Natural 

Resources Take One Make One 
Program and the Quality Deer 
Management Association, Horry 
County “Sandlappers” Branch is 
offering aspiring young hunters 
the opportunity to learn more 
about dove hunting with a Dove 
Clinic on Nov. 22, 2014 in the Con-
way area. The clinic will start at 7 
a.m. with a morning dove hunt. 
Youth get a chance to practice 
their marksmanship skills while 
dove hunting. Only the first 10 
registered will be able to attend 
the hunt. Youth must have Hunter 
Education in order to participate 
in the hunt. At 9 a.m. the fun will 
begin. All 25 youth will be intro-
duced to all the basic dove hunting 
skills needed for a successful dove 
hunt. Everything is hands on from 
dressing the bird, cooking and 
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tasting, gear needed, and how to 
keep it legal with your local game 
warden. The first 25 youth ages 
10-17 who contact Jessica Gibson 
at gibsonj@dnr.sc.gov or (803) 
734-4122 will be able to attend 
the clinic. We will confirm your 
attendance by email with further 
instructions. Only by confirmation 
from Jessica may you attend so 
respond quickly for a slot. There is 
no cost for clinic all you need do is 
register. Lunch will be provided at 
this event and parents/guardians 
are welcome to stay while their 
students participate. 

Shooting sports offered to inter-
ested SC schools

The S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) announces a 
new shooting sports opportunity 
for Palmetto State schools. The 
DNR Scholastic Clay Target Sports 
(SCTS) is a team based youth de-
velopment program that uses the 
shotgun sports of trap, skeet, and 
sporting clays to instil life skills 
such as discipline, safety, team-
work, ethics, self-confidence and 
other life values. Following the 
proven scholastic approach used 
in the National Archery in the 
Schools program, DNR is offering 
new school team packages that will 
include free head coach training 
and team practices. To be a school 
team you must be a sanctioned 
private, public, or home school 

in South 
C a r o -
l i n a . 
H o m e 
s c h o o l 
t e a m s 
must be 
a  p a r t 
of a rec-
ognized 
h o m e 
s c h o o l 
associa-
tion. For 
m o r e 
i n f o r -
mation 

please visit the SCTS webpage. 
If you are interested in starting a 
DNR team please contact the DNR 
State Shooting Sports Coordinator 
Ryan Bass at 1-800-277-4301 or 
email bassr@dnr.sc.gov.

SOUTH DAKOTA
2014 Pheasant brood 

survey indicates higher 
pheasant numbers

The South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks (GFP) has completed 
the annual pheasant brood survey 
and the results show a 76 percent 
increase in the statewide pheas-
ants-per-mile index from 2013.

From late July through mid-
August, GFP surveyed 109, 30 
mile-routes across the state to 
estimate pheasant production and 
calculate the pheasants-per-mile 
index. The survey is not a popula-
tion estimate, but rather compares 
the number of pheasants observed 
on the routes and establishes trend 
information. Survey routes are 
grouped into 13 areas, based on a 
local city, and the index value of 
each local city area is then com-
pared to index values of the previ-
ous year and the 10-year average.

“With favorable weather condi-
tions this past winter and spring, 
along with the availability of qual-
ity nesting habitat across the state, 

we are going to see an increase in 
this year’s pheasant population.” 
stated Jeff Vonk, GFP Secretary. 
“Survey results show pheasant 
numbers rebounded the strongest 
in central South Dakota; especially 
in the Pierre, Chamberlain, Mo-
bridge and Winner areas. Results 
also indicate that pheasant num-
bers are substantially higher than 
2013 throughout much of eastern 
South Dakota.”

The 2014 statewide pheasants-
per-mile index of 2.68 is up from 
1.52 in 2013. The statewide pheas-
ant-per-mile index is similar to 
2002 when hunters harvested 1.26 
million roosters.

“Habitat is at the forefront of 
the conversation right now and 
is a crucial factor in pheasant 
numbers.” stated Vonk. “Bird 
numbers are higher this year due 
to excellent reproduction in parts 
of the state where quality habitat 
conditions still exist, primarily on 
grasslands including those en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program as well as fields of cereal 
crops such as winter wheat. We 
continue to work in cooperation 
with the Governor ’s Pheasant 
Habitat Workgroup, partner orga-
nizations and agencies, and land-
owners to provide an improved 
future for habitat in our state.”

Public hunting opportunities are 
abundant in South Dakota. Over 
1 million acres of publicly owned 
and private land leased through 
GFP’s Walk-In Area Program 
and the James River Watershed 
Conservation Reserve Enhance-
ment Program is available in the 
primary pheasant range of South 
Dakota. The 2014 public hunting 
atlas and a web-based interactive 
map of public lands and private 
lands leased for public hunting 
can be found online at http://gfp.
sd.gov/hunting/areas. 

“The results of this survey are 
highly anticipated by many who 
have a strong interest in South Da-
kota’s hunting heritage. The avail-
ability of pheasants and pheasant 
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hunting opportunities in our state 
this fall should serve to enhance 
that heritage.” concluded Vonk.

South Dakota’s traditional state-
wide pheasant hunting season 
opens on Saturday, Oct. 18, and 
runs through Jan. 4, 2015.

TEXAS
Dedication of New Davis 

Mountains Bird Blind 
Set for Nov. 14

FORT DAVIS , The public is 
invited to a 3 p.m. ribbon-cutting 
for a newly constructed bird blind 
at Davis Mountains State Park on 
Friday, Nov. 14 being dedicated 
to the Francell family, which has 
played a major role in Texas land 
conservation efforts. 

The $36,000 solar-powered, 
white adobe structure that mim-
ics the historic Indian Lodge’s 
Southwest style of architecture 
replaced an older bird blind in 
the Montezuma Quail Viewing 
area. The bird blind is expected to 
be popular with birders who visit 
the state park to see the wide va-
riety of bird species, including the 
Montezuma quail typically found 
in the region.

“We are pleased to dedicate the 
new bird blind to the Francell 
Family, in recognition of our grati-
tude and appreciation for their 
continuing efforts to conserve 
the wild places of Texas.” says 
Texas State Parks Director Brent 
Leisure. “Here, Davis Mountains 
State Park visitors will be able to 
observe the many bird species that 
make the park their home, or their 
rest stop.”

Davis Mountains State Park is 
a designated Globally Important 
Bird Area (GIBA), recognized 
for the number of documented 
resident and transient bird spe-
cies. Birders, who for decades 
had become accustomed to seeing 
the original bird blind consisting 
of four posts and a bench, can 

now observe some of the park’s 
documented 365 species from 
comfortable stools protected from 
the elements.

The new bird blind features 
large, slanted windows cooled by 
sun-powered ceiling fans in the 
screened-in viewing area. Solar 
power also keeps water trickling 
through a stone water feature be-
neath almost a dozen bird feeders.

Davis Mountains State Park 
and Indian Lodge are located 
four miles north of Fort Davis on 
Highway 118 North. For more in-
formation, contact the state park 
office at (432) 426-3337.

Outlook Improved for 
Quail Season

Much-needed rainfall at the 
right times this year are helping 
to bolster bobwhite quail num-
bers and should lead to improved 
hunting compared to last season, 
according to Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department biologists.

Quail season opens statewide 
Oct. 25 and runs through Feb. 20, 
2015.The daily bag limit for quail 
is 15, with 45 in possession. Legal 
shooting hours for all non-migra-
tory game birds are 30 minutes 
before sunrise to 30 minutes after 
sunset. The bag limit is the maxi-
mum number that may be killed 
during the legal shooting hours 
in one day.

Continued drought conditions 
over much of the core quail hunt-
ing areas in the spring and sum-
mer of 2013 resulted in below 
average production last year and 
many ranches opted to limit hunt-
ing last season in hopes to aid local 
recovery.

TPWD quail surveys show mod-
est recovery this year, thanks to 
adequate range conditions dur-
ing the nesting season. Biologists 
stress that additional winter rains 
are needed to aid continued popu-
lation recovery into next spring 
and summer.

One region indicative of a posi-
tive shift is the Gulf Prairies where 
TPWD quail surveys showed 19.9 
bobwhites were observed per 
route compared to 11.3 last year 
and is a record high for this area.

“Bobwhite are less dependent 
on rainfall in this region, where 
there is usually enough moisture 
available for nesting.” said TPWD 
wildlife biologist Robert Perez. 
“Habitat conditions in areas of na-
tive rangeland are in good condi-
tion. Hunters should focus on the 
central and lower coast in native 
prairie habitats.”

Most of the quail country around 
the state saw similar improvement 
in quail numbers compared to last 
year, although still below the long 
term average since quail surveys 
began in 1978. In South Texas, for 
example, surveys showed 11.6 
birds per route compared to 6 last 
year. This is below the long term 
average of 17.4 and is predictive 
of a below average hunting season 
for the region as a whole. How-
ever, field staff and ranch-level 
surveys on private and public 
lands are reporting above average 
numbers in many areas.

In the Rolling Plains, rangelands 
are in recovery and where graz-
ing has been reduced, Perez said 
prime nesting habitat is definitely 
more available than last year. Field 
reports suggest that many areas 
have improved enough to support 
limited hunting and last year’s 
hot spots will likely improve this 
season.

“Although there are certainly 
areas within each region where 
some quail hunting opportunity 
remains, this survey is not de-
signed to detect changes in local-
ized populations, especially in 
fragmented landscapes.” Perez 
cautioned. “Looking forward, 
most of the core Texas quail hunt-
ing regions did get a flush of 
vegetation and insects and a cor-
responding increase in bobwhite 
reproductive efforts.”
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UTAH
Scaled quail released in 

Utah 
Forty quail in southeastern 

Utah recently welcomed 200 new 
friends. 

DWR biologists place a radio 
transmitter on a scaled quail.

Photo by Michael Christensen
On Oct. 3 and Oct. 8, biologists 

with the Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources (DWR) released 200 
scaled quail in San Juan County. 
The releases happened in an area 
where a small population of scaled 
quail • numbering about 40 birds 
• lives.

Jason Robinson, upland game 
coordinator for the DWR, says the 
40 birds are decedents of scaled 
quail that moved into the area, 
from Colorado, Arizona or New 
Mexico, in about 2006. “Quail have 
been sighted consistently in the 
area since 2007,” he says.

Robinson says the 200 birds 
that were recently released were 
captured by Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife biologists near Pueblo, 
Colorado. The birds were then 
transported to Utah and released 
by DWR biologists to help the 
small population of 40 grow.

Robinson says both bird watch-
ers and hunters will benefit from 
having more scaled quail in San 
Juan County.

“Bird watchers love to watch 
scaled quail,” Robinson says. 
“Now, birders in Utah have an-
other bird they can add to their 
‘life list.’”

If the population gets large 
enough, a limited hunt for scaled 
quail could be offered in coming 
years. “That would give the state’s 
upland game hunters another 
unique bird to pursue,” he says.

Robinson says the 200 birds were 
a mix of males and females. Before 
they were released, some of the 
quail were fitted with radio collars. 

The collars will allow DWR bi-
ologists to track their movements 
and know how many of the birds 
survived.

If the quail do well enough, 
DWR biologist will work with the 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment to obtain more scaled quail to 
release in San Juan County in 2015.

To give the birds the best possi-
ble chance to establish themselves, 
Robinson says the DWR will not 
say exactly where the birds were 
released.

“If you happen to find the birds,” 
he says, “please don’t flush them 
or disturb them. We want to give 
these birds every chance to estab-
lish themselves. We want Utahns 
to have a healthy population of 
scaled quail to enjoy in the future.”

WISCONSIN
Ring-necked pheasant 
season opens Oct. 18 at 

noon
Pheasant hunting in Wisconsin 

opens statewide Saturday, Oct. 
18 at noon. The season will run 
through Dec. 31.

Several other seasons open Oct. 
18, including bobwhite quail, 
ruffed grouse in Zone B and Hun-
garian partridge. The bobwhite 
quail and Hungarian partridge 
seasons open at noon, while the 
ruffed grouse season opens with 

the start 
of  legal 
shooting 
hours.

“Pheas-
ant hunt-
i n g ’ s 
populari-
ty reflects 
the fact 
that it’s 
s i m p l y 
a  w o n -
d e r f u l 
outdoor 
activity, 

for both experienced and novice 
hunters alike,” said Scott Walter 
upland wildlife ecologist for the 
Department of Natural Resources. 
“With cool fall breezes, leaves 
changing color and good friends 
by your side, everyone can expect 
to reap the ultimate reward from 
their days afield - good memories 
and great companionship.”

Hunters are encouraged to re-
view the Wisconsin Small Game 
Hunting Regulations [PDF] book-
let for rules and season structures. 
For an in-depth look at this year’s 
fall bird hunting seasons, check 
out the department’s 2014 Fall 
Hunting and Trapping Forecast 
[PDF].

Please note that there is an error 
in the table listing hen/rooster ar-
eas on page 13 of the printed small 
game hunting regulations. Vernon 
Wildlife Area in Waukesha County 
was mistakenly omitted from the 
list, but remains a hen/rooster 
area for the 2014 season. This error 
has been corrected in the electronic 
version of the regulations found 
on the DNR website.

Pheasants are one of the most 
sought-after game birds in North 
America, and populations tend 
to fare well in the agricultural 
landscape of southern Wisconsin, 
provided there is sufficient habitat 
to meet their food and cover needs.

According to Walter, hunters 
should look for areas that contain 


