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take you to just about anywhere 
you would like to go in Arizona 
-- a great excuse for exploring and 
enjoying the outdoors. 

Want to get great hunting tips, 
seasonal outlooks, hunting dates, 
recipes and more? Visit www.
azgfd.gov/hunting and choose 
“small game outlook.” 

For regulations on small game, 
visit www.azgfd.gov/regs/main-
regs.pdf. For regulations on water-
fowl, visit www.azgfd.gov/regs/
waterfowlregs.pdf.

ARKANSAS
Outdoor Hotline” to 

feature deer and duck 
season forecast 

Arkansas’s modern gun deer 
and waterfowl seasons are fast 
approaching. If you’d like to find 
out what the season forecast looks 
like, then tune in Oct. 30 to AETN 
for the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission’s “Outdoor Hotline.” 
The show begins at 7 p.m. 

The AGFC’s public affairs coor-
dinator Steve “Wild Man” Wilson 
will be the moderator. “We’ll be fo-
cusing on whitetails and ducks but 
we’ll mix in a little about feral hogs 
and bears.” Wilson said. “Out-
doors enthusiasts can call in their 
questions and comments about 
hunting or anything else deal-
ing with the great outdoors. It is 

better to 
get your 
q u e s -
t i o n s 
a n -
swered 
a b o u t 
r u l e s 
and reg-
ulations 
n o w 
r a t h e r 
t h a n 
have a 
wildlife 
o f f i c e r 
educate 

you in the field and charge you 
for it. Those lessons can be costly.” 
Wilson added. 

Need a place to hunt? 
Check out AGFC

Help. Modern gun deer season 
is just around the corner, and you 
don’t have a place to hunt. 

It will cost $40, but this problem 
can be solved quickly with a per-
mit to hunt leased lands from the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion. The permits are available to 
anyone and can be bought online 
at agfc.com as well as at any Game 
and Fish Commission office or 
license dealer. 

The nine leased land wildlife 
management areas total about 
275,000 acres. They are Casey 
Jones Wildlife Management Area 
in south Arkansas, Cherokee 
WMA and Jim Kress WMA in 
north-central and west-central 
Arkansas and Big Timber WMA, 
Gum Flat WMA, Howard County 
WMA, Lake Greeson WMA, Provo 
WMA and Lafayette County WMA 
in southwest Arkansas. 

All of these areas have deer as 
well as other game. The leased 
land permits are required for 
hunting, trapping and camping. A 
separate permit is needed for each 
leased land area. Youths under 16 
are not required to have permits, 
and maps of the leased areas are 
available with the purchase of 

permits. Permits are valid for one 
year from date of purchase. 

For many years, the AGFC has 
leased land from timber com-
panies and other landowners to 
provide low-cost hunting oppor-
tunities particularly in portions 
of the state where fewer public 
hunting areas are available. Most 
of the use on these lands is from 
deer hunting, but other activities 
take place as well. Some areas have 
excellent squirrel hunting much of 
the year, as well as turkey hunting 
in the spring. 

The leased land program is an 
effort by the Game and Fish Com-
mission to help out hunters who 
don’t have access to land of their 
own or land of friends and rela-
tives and who may not be able to 
afford hunting club costs. 

Persons wanting more informa-
tion about a leased land manage-
ment area are advised to first check 
online for information and maps 
then to pay an actual visit or scout-
ing trip to the area. Leased land 
management areas are separate 
deer zones. More information on 
hunting regulations for each area 
can be found in the 2014-15 Hunt-
ing Guidebook. 

Some leased land areas also have 
appealing backcountry camping 
opportunities outside of hunting 
seasons. 

CDFW to Hold Public 
Workshop on Phasing 
Out Lead Ammunition for 
Hunting 

The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) will 
hold a public workshop to discuss 
phasing out lead ammunition for 
hunting in a way that is least dis-
ruptive to hunters. The workshop 
will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 25 at Richmond Elementary 
School, 700-585 Richmond Road 
East, Susanville, CA 96130 from 
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
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A CDFW representative will 
detail the proposed implementa-
tion plan, which is summarized 
on the CDFW website. Following 
the short presentation, there will 
be an opportunity to ask ques-
tions and discuss opportunities for 
public input during the Fish and 
Game Commission’s regulatory 
approval process. 

Last year, Governor Jerry Brown 
signed AB 711 requiring that the 
Commission adopt a regulation 
to phase out lead ammunition for 
hunting in the state no later than 
July 1, 2015, with full implemen-
tation of the ban to occur no later 
than July 1, 2019. Governor Brown 
has directed CDFW and the Com-
mission to work with all interested 
parties in order to produce a regu-
lation that is least disruptive to the 
hunting community.

In order to determine what is 
least disruptive to hunters, CDFW 
has been reaching out to interested 
parties this year in a number of 
ways, including question and 
answer sessions at sportsmen’s 
shows, meetings with hunting 
organizations and a series of 
public workshops throughout the 
state. Workshops were held in 
Ventura in April, Eureka in June, 
and Redding and Sacramento 
in July, San Diego, Fresno and 
Rancho Cucamonga in August. 
CDFW presented its draft regula-
tions, as modified by public input 
from these workshops, to the 
Commission’s Wildlife Resources 
Committee on September 17 in 
Sacramento. Interested, individu-
als and organizations may email 
comments to the Fish and Game 
Commission at fgc@fgc.ca.gov 
(please use “Nonlead Implemen-
tation” in the subject line) or mail 
hard copy correspondence to: 

California Fish and Game Com-
mission P.O. Box 944209 Sacra-
mento, CA 94244-2090

COLORADO
What’s that duck?” Barr 
Lake hosts waterfowl ID 
workshop in the Springs 

Join Barr Lake State Park and 
bird experts from Ducks Unlim-
ited and Rocky Mountain Bird Ob-
servatory for a free class designed 
to help birding enthusiasts and 
hunters identify waterfowl spe-
cies commonly found in Colorado. 
This hands-on workshop will be 
held Saturday, Oct. 18 from 9 a.m. 
to noon at the Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife Southeast Region Office in 
Colorado Springs. The free work-
shop will feature both classroom 
and outdoor activities, including:

• a presentation on how to dis-
tinguish one type of duck from 
another 

• a duck wing identification 
game 

• a duck spotting walk
 The workshop is suitable for 

people with all levels of skill, 
from beginning birders and nov-
ice hunters to more experienced 
birders and hunters who want to 
sharpen their duck identification 
skills. Children are welcome if 
accompanied by an adult. A por-
tion of the workshop will be held 
outdoors so wear sturdy shoes 
or boots and be prepared for the 
weather. To register for the work-
shop call Tyler Edmondson at 
303-659-4348 ext. 15 or email tyler.
edmondson@rmbo.org. Space is 
limited so sign up early. WHAT: 
“What’s That Duck” Waterfowl 
Identification Workshop WHEN: 
Saturday, October 18, 9 a.m. to 
noon WHERE: Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife Southeast Region 
Office, 4255 Sinton Rd. Colorado 
Springs

GEORGIA
Prescribed Fire Council 

Addresses Burning 
Issues in Annual 

Meeting
Promoting the vital role of con-

trolled burning, a sometimes-
misunderstood practice, is on the 
agenda for the next annual meet-
ing of the Georgia Prescribed Fire 
Council.

The meeting is set for Thursday, 
Sept. 25, at the University of Geor-
gia’s Tifton Campus Conference 
Center in Tifton. Topics include 
improving deer habitat with pre-
scribed fire, resources for fire prac-
titioners and ignition techniques, 
among others.

The Georgia Prescribed Fire 
Council, which began as a regional 
effort to unite prescribed fire prac-
titioners in southwest Georgia, has 
served as a statewide platform for 
prescribed fire advocacy and pub-
lic education since January 2007.

Prescribed fire is a safe way to 
apply a natural process, ensure 
ecosystem health and reduce the 
risk of wildfires. While critical 
for fire-dependent natural com-
munities and many rare species, 
it is also one of the most effective, 
efficient and economical ways to 
manage Georgia’s forest lands and 
ecosystems. Council Chair Clay 
Sisson said the annual meeting 
is an opportunity for prescribed 
fire professionals from around 
the state to learn, network and 
most importantly “stay current 
on what the issues are year to 
year.” Those issues vary from air 
quality to wildfires. But Sisson, a 
Georgia-based wildlife biologist 
with Tall Timbers Research Sta-
tion and Land Conservancy, said 
the Georgia council and others 
“have done a pretty good job” of 
promoting prescribed fire’s role in 
restoring fire-adapted habitats and 
lowering wildfire risks. Prescribed 
fires reduce the accumulation 
of brush that can fuel wildfires. 
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”I think public attitudes about 
prescribed fire have changed to 
be more favorable.” Sisson said. 
Council partners range from the 
Georgia Forestry Commission and 
the state Department of Natural 
Resources’ Wildlife Resources 
Division to federal agencies such 
as the U.S. Forest Service, con-
servation organizations like The 
Nature Conservancy, quail planta-
tions and private landowners and 
managers. The meeting is open to 
the public. Registration at the door 
is $25 per person. Students can 
register for $10 with their student 
identification.

Learn more about the meeting 
and the Georgia Prescribed Fire 
Council at www.garxfire.com/
events.htm.

More on Prescribed Fire
• Georgia Prescribed Fire Coun-

cil, www.garxfire.com
• GoodFires.org, www.good-

fires.org
• Visit My Forest, www.visitmy-

forest.org
• Georgia Forestry Commis-

sion, www.gfc.state.ga.us/forest-
management/prescribed-fire

• Georgia DNR Wildlife Re-
sources Division, www.geor-
giawildlife.com/conservation/
prescribed-fire

IDAHO
sharp-tailed grouse season 

opens this week
The sharp-tailed grouse season 

opens Wednesday, October 1, and 
runs through October 31, with a 
daily bag limit of two birds and 
a possession limit of six. The 
season is open only in eastern 
Idaho in these areas: Bingham and 
Clark counties east of Interstate 
15, Franklin, Fremont, Jefferson 
County east of Interstate 15, Madi-
son, and Teton counties, Bonnev-
ille County east of Interstate 15, 
Bannock County east of Interstate 
15 and south of Interstate 86, Bear 

L a k e , 
C a r i -
b o u , 
C a s s i a 
County 
east of 
I n t e r -
state 84 
and that 
portion 
west of 
I n t e r -
state 84 
s o u t h 
o f  t h e 
M a l t a -
Sublett 
R o a d 
and east 
o f  t h e 
M a l t a -
Strevell 
R o a d , 
F r a n k -
l i n , 
Oneida, 
a n d 
P o w e r 
County 
s o u t h 
o f  I n -
terstate 
86. Any 
person 
hunting 
sharp-tailed grouse must have a 
valid 2014 Idaho hunting license 
with a sage/sharp-tailed grouse 
permit validation at $4.75. The 
permit allows better monitoring of 
the harvest of this game bird. It is 
available at Fish and Game license 
vendors, regional offices or online 
at https://id.outdoorcentral.us/. 
All hunters are encouraged to 
refer to the upland game rules 
brochures for hunt details on sea-
sons, limits and rules, available 
at all license vendors, Fish and 
Game offices and online at: http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/
docs/rules/uplandBird.pdf.

IOWA
Think Safety Before 

Opening Day
Hunters heading to the field for 

the opening weekend of pheasant 
season are encouraged to review 
safe hunting practices before they 
head out.

Megan Wisecup, hunter educa-
tion administrator with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, 
said hunters should get reac-
quainted with the techniques used 
to hunt pheasants , be sure to walk 
in a straight line and know where 
members of the hunting party 
are at all times, especially in low 
visibility areas like terraces, tall 
switch grass and standing corn. 

“Go through the zones of fire 
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with each member of the hunting 
party, talk about avoiding target 
fixation and swinging on game.” 
Wisecup said. “Wear plenty of 
blaze orange especially on the up-
per one third of your body. We are 
encouraging hunters to wear more 
blaze orange than the minimum 
required. The goal is to be seen by 
other hunters. 

“The top pheasant hunting 
incidents all are related to not be-
ing seen. The shooter swings on a 
rooster, the victim is out of sight of 
the shooter or the rooster flew be-
tween the shooter and the victim.”

Wisecup said safety also extends 
to the canine companions. 

“Avoid low shots to prevent 
injuring your hunting dog.” she 
said. 

“The hunting plan and safety 
practices are all part of a respon-
sible hunt. The goal at the end of 
the day is for everyone to return 
home safely.”

Pheasant hunting related inci-
dents 

2013: 1
2012: 3
2011: 3
2010: 2
2009: 3

Tips for a Safe Hunt
 Iowa law requires hunters to 

wear at least one of the following 
articles of visible, external apparel 
with at least 50 percent of its sur-
face area solid blaze orange: hat, 
cap, vest, coat, jacket, sweatshirt, 
shirt or coveralls. 

 Hunters should stay in com-
munication with each other and 
to stay in a straight line while 
pushing a field. Conservation of-
ficers have investigated a number 
of incidents where hunters have 
been in a semicircle and had been 
shooting towards one-another. 

 Discuss the hunting plan that 
spells out how the hunt will take 
place, each person’s role in the 

hunt and where each person will 
be at all times. 

 Know exactly where standers 
will be located, especially when 
hunting standing corn or tall 
switch grass. Too often the stand-
ers get shot by the pushers as they 
near the end of the field and the 
birds begin to flush.

 Make sure to unload the gun 
when crossing a fence or other 
obstacle to avoid it accidentally 
discharging.

 Properly identify the target and 
what is beyond it. This will be es-
pecially important for the next few 
weeks if hunting in fields that still 
have standing corn.

 If hunting with a dog, never 
lay a loaded gun against a fence. 
Hunting dogs are usually excited 
to be in the field and could knock 
the gun over causing it to dis-
charge. 

 Share the hunt. Take someone 
new along to help keep Iowa’s 
great hunting tradition alive.

7 Things You Need to 
Know Before Hunting 

Public Land

Opening Weekend Look-Back 
at Special September Teal Season 
Posted: 09/09/2014 

Busy Saturday; slower on Sun-
day. With the best yet to come? 
That pretty well describes the 
opening weekend of Iowa’s early 
teal season and a peek into the next 
few days. ”Some hunters had their 
limit in 15 minutes, others did not 
do as well.” reviewed Orrin Jones, 
DNR waterfowl biologist. “That 
cold front just ahead of the Sat-
urday opener brought a big push 
of migrating birds.” With cooler 
weather moving across Iowa this 
week, Jones sees the best teal 
hunting in the days ahead. “This 
should be the leading edge of the 
migration.” In east central Iowa, 
conservation officer Aric Sloterdyk 

ran into similar results, in the 
Chain of Lakes area along the Ce-
dar River. ”No limits, but people 
had ducks. A group of four guys I 
checked had 15.” said Sloterdyk. 
This 16-day teal only season is in 
addition to Iowa’s regular, 60-day 
split duck season, which gets un-
derway in a few weeks. Iowa has 
begun a three year experiment, 
to see if hunters prefer and can 
identify the early migrating teal, 
.many of which have migrated, 
by the traditional duck opener. 
Reports, though, from law en-
forcement officers and wildlife 
workers in the field during the 
teal opener, indicate there is room 
for improvement. ”Hunters have 
to identify that duck coming in as 
a teal. This is a teal only season.” 
stressed Jones. “Also, shooting 
starts at sunrise. That is different 
from the regular duck season, and 
other fall hunting seasons. Early 
teal hunters need to be familiar 
with the regulations of this new 
season.” ”Overall, I had a couple 
issues. I wrote four tickets, includ-
ing one, after a mallard was shot in 
front of me.” agreed Sloterdyk. He 
also heard early shooting, noting 
it could not all have come from 
dove hunters or urban zone goose 
hunters. Their regulations allow 
shots a half hour before sunrise. 
The future of the early teal season 
will depend on hunter compli-
ance, overall preference, and on 
their duck identification skills. ”If I 
could reinforce anything, it would 
be ‚Äòknow your duck, before 
you shoot,’ emphasizes Sloterdyk. 
“Also, be aware of local sunrise.” 
Video and other information 
which details the new teal regula-
tions can be found on the DNR 
website; www.iowadnr.gov/teal.

Dove Season Opener 
Recap

Iowa’s dove hunting season 
continues to increase in popularity 
as judged by busy wildlife areas 
with full parking lots and empty 
store shelves where dove loads 
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were once on display. Reports 
from the field found hunter use of 
food plots on public land nearly 
all positive with the only com-
plaints that there weren’t more 
opportunities on more land. The 
Department of Natural Resources 
has developed more than 400 food 
plots on 114 public areas across the 
state. The food plots range in size 
from only a few acres on up to 10 
acres to accommodate growing 
hunter interest. ”Dove hunting is 
very much catching on in the area 
and the number of hunters and the 
excitement show it.” said Matthew 
Washburn, conservation officer 
for Cerro Gordo County. “All the 
hunters I contacted were very 
happy, only complaint I heard was 
that they wished more plots ex-
isted to help distribute the hunters 
and provide more opportunity.” 
That sentiment was shared from 
wildlife biologists and officers 
from across the state: more hunters 
were out, bagging limits of doves 
and enjoying the experience. ”At 
one time there were at least 13 ve-
hicles in the parking lot and along 
the road. There actually could 
have been more-we saw several 
vehicles drive to the parking lot 
and then keep going.” said Pete 
Hildreth, southwest Iowa district 
supervisor for the DNR’s Wild-
life Bureau. ”Hunter comments 
combined with the empty store 
shelves before the dove opener 
tell me that the word is out on 
Iowa’s dove season.” said Ken 
Lonneman, conservation officer 
in Wright and Hancock counties. 
”We probably had three times the 
number of hunters than we’ve had 
in the last few years.” said Matt 
Dollison, wildlife biologist for the 
DNR in southwest Iowa. ”We had 
areas in Muscatine, Lee and Scott 
counties that had a lot of hunt-
ers and a lot of doves shot.” said 
Bill Ohde, southeast Iowa district 
supervisor for the DNR’s Wildlife 
Bureau. In the Maquoketa Wild-
life Unit, one five acre plot had 70 
hunters on it, and at Lost Grove 
Lake, an estimated 100 vehicles 

were parked with hunters spread 
among the area’s nine food plots.

“We had a great dove opener.” 
said Curt Kemmerer, wildlife bi-
ologist for the DNR in east central 
Iowa. “Muskrat Slough, Buffalo 
Creek, Whitewater and Lost Grove 
Lake were extremely busy and 
most hunters shot limits or close 
to it.” 

Iowa’s dove season is open 
through Nov. 9.

KANSAS
17th ANNUAL 

YOUTH & WOMEN‚ 
PHEASANT HUNT 

AT WACONDA LAKE 
NOVEMBER 22ND

Event provides outstanding 
hunting opportunities for new 
young and women hunters

If you want to learn more about 
hunting but don’t know where to 
start, the 17

 Annual Youth & Women’s 
Pheasant Hunt At Waconda Lake 
might be for you. The Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism (KDWPT) and sponsor-
ing partners will conduct the 2014 
pheasant hunting event for youth 
and women at Waconda Lake on 
Saturday, Nov. 22. Designed to 
provide women and youth new 
to hunting with a safe and pro-
ductive 
i n i t i a -
tion into 
h u n t -
ing, the 
e v e n t 
will be-
gin in at 
7:15 am 
w i t h 
b r e a k -
f a s t 
a t  t h e 

Hopewell Church basement in 
Glen Elder State Park. Breakfast 
will be followed by a pre-hunt 
safety talk and participants will 
be divided into hunting groups. 
The hunters, guides, and men-
tors will then head out to various 
refuge areas (where a very limited 
amount of hunting is allowed) 
around Waconda Lake and hunt 
for the remainder of the morning 
and early afternoon. A noon meal 
will be provided by the Waconda 
Lake Association.

Women of any age and youth 
ages 11 , 16 are encouraged to ap-
ply for this hunt, which is geared 
toward providing a comfortable 
and positive hunting environment 
for new or inexperienced hunters. 
Previous hunting experience is not 
required, and some shotguns and 
ammunition can be provided to 
applicants who do not have access 
to their own equipment. To apply, 
contact the Glen Elder Area Office 
at 785-545-3345 (8:00 , 4:30 week-
days) by Monday, Nov.10. Up to 
40 applicants will be selected to 
participate in the hunt. 

This year ’s new format will 
divide participants into groups 
based on their hunting experience 
and skill levels. The most inex-
perienced hunters will start their 
activities with some basic field 
safety exercises and trap shooting, 
then progress pheasant hunting 
later in the day. Participants who 
have some prior pheasant hunting 
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experience will spend more time 
in the field.

A unique aspect of this event 
is that each group of pheasant 
hunters will get to hunt alongside 
hero/celebrities who have been 
invited to serve as hunting men-
tors. These individuals may be 
former professional athletes, TV 
personalities, or military person-
nel who have recently returned 
from deployment.

Trap shooting will be available 
for hunters to work on refining 
their shooting skills. From 1:30 
p.m.-4:00 p.m. the trap shooting 
will also be open to the general 
public. The trap shooting area will 
be located immediately west of the 
KDWPT Glen Elder Area Office. 
Everyone is encouraged to bring 
novice shooters with them.

All participants will receive a 
commemorative T-shirt that recog-
nizes event sponsors. Each of the 
youth hunters will also receive a 
prize bag containing several items 
of “essential” outdoor gear for 
beginning hunters.

Additionally, a hunters’ banquet 
is planned for Saturday night. The 
banquet will include a meal, recog-
nition of event sponsors and part-
ners, and opportunity for hunters, 
mentors and the hero/celebrities 
to interact. All event participants 
are invited to attend and will be 
asked to RSVP for the banquet 
when they sign up for the hunt.

Extra volunteers will be needed 
for the event to serve as hunting 
and instructional mentors. For 
further questions concerning the 
event or if you would like to be 
involved, please contact Chris 
Lecuyer at the KDWPT Glen Elder 
Area Office 785-545-3345.

PHEASANTS FOREVER 
TO HOST YOUTH 

UPLAND HUNT OCT. 
18

The hunt is held in memory of 
Darrell Brown and Lavern Stieben

HAYS , It’s easy to let a hectic 
schedule get in the way of making 
time for the outdoors, and all too 
often youth miss out on experienc-
ing one of Kansas’ greatest assets 
, its hunting heritage. In an effort 
to introduce youth to the long-
standing tradition of upland bird 
hunting, The Smoky Hill Pheas-
ants Forever Chapter #424, Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism (KDWPT), and the Hunt-
ing Heritage Group invite hunters 
age 12-18 to participate in the 9th 
Annual Darrell Brown-Lavern 
Stieben Memorial Youth Upland 
Hunt Oct. 18, 2014. There is no cost 
to participate. 

The hunt will take place at Hays 
City Sportsman Club, 5810 230th 
Ave., Hays, where each hunter will 
have the opportunity to harvest at 
least four birds while hunting over 
experienced pointing dogs. 

Apart from the hunt, partici-
pants will also learn about hunting 
with pointing dogs; field safety; 
how hunting dogs are trained; 
gun handling; how to clean and 
prepare birds; and what makes 
good upland bird habitat. The 
D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education) program will also be 
incorporated into the event.

Special hunts such as this are 
part of Pass It On, KDWPT’s 
hunter recruitment and retention 
program. This program addresses 
the need to recruit new hunters 
and retain existing hunters to en-
sure the future of hunting. 

For more information, and to 
register for this hunt, contact 
Shayne Wilson at (785) 628-1415, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.

KENTUCKY
New public hunting area 
opens in Pulaski County 

More than 800 acres in eastern 
Pulaski County is now open for 
public hunting.

The Ping-Sinking Valley Wild-
life Management Area (WMA) 
features a unique network of 
underground streams within the 
Buck Creek watershed. 

The 805-acre WMA includes 
forested ridges and valleys. Ap-
proximately 54 acres of the prop-
erty consists of openings scattered 
throughout the tract. The terrain 
is steep, with a 400-foot eleva-
tion gain between the valleys and 
ridges.

 Ping-Sinking Valley WMA has 
moderate to good populations of 
deer, turkey, squirrels, furbearers 
and songbirds. The area is open for 
archery, crossbow and youth deer 
seasons. It is open under statewide 
regulations for all other hunting 
seasons.

Travel through the area is by 
walking only. ATVs and horseback 
riding are not allowed. The area is 
not open for camping.

This long, narrow WMA is lo-
cated east of Somerset and has 
three parking areas. The western 
lot is located off KY 1677 (Public 
Road). The middle lot is located 
off Bullock Cemetery Road. The 
easternmost lot is located off Up-
per Line Creek Road.

A map and directions to park-
ing areas may be found online 
at the website of the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources at fw.ky.gov.

The property was purchased 
through the Kentucky Wetland 
and Stream Mitigation Fund to 
help protect the underground 
streams in the area.
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LOUISIANA
White Lake Wetlands 

Conservation Area 2014-
15 Marsh and Rice Field 
Waterfowl Lottery Hunts 

Announced
The Louisiana Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 
is now accepting applications 
for 2014-15 marsh and rice field 
waterfowl lottery hunts on White 
Lake Wetlands Conservation Area 
(WCA) in Vermilion Parish. Marsh 
hunts are available on: Nov. 20, 24, 
26, 29 and 30; Dec. 22, 23, 27 and 
28; and Jan. 5, 13 and 15. Rice field 
hunts are available on: Nov. 15, 16, 
19, 22, 23, 25, 29 and 30; Dec. 2, 4, 
6, 7, 20, 21, 24, 27, 28 and 30; and 
Jan. 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 11, 14, 16, 17, 
18, 20, 22, 24 and 25. Applicants 
must be 18 years of age or older 
and applications for both hunts 
must be received by 4:30 p.m. on 
Oct. 15, 2014. Applications may be 
obtained by contacting any of LD-
WF’s field offices or by visiting the 
LDWF website at http://www.
wlf.louisiana.gov/refuge/lottery-
applications . Completed applica-
tions may be delivered in person to 
the LDWF headquarters building 
at 2000 Quail Drive, Room 422, 
Baton Rouge, La., 70808 or by mail 
to the same address. Please note 
on envelope: Attention: White 
Lake Marsh (or Rice Field) Lottery 
Hunt, whichever is applicable. 
Each application must include a 
non-refundable $5 administrative 
fee. The $5 fee must be paid by 
a check or money order payable 
to the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries. Successful 
applicants will be notified by mail. 
Selected applicants will be al-
lowed two guests for the rice field 
hunts and one guest for the marsh 
hunts. An additional payment of 
$225 will be required for the rice 
field hunts and $350 for the marsh 
hunts. The Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries is charged with man-
aging and protecting Louisiana’s 

abundant natural resources. For 
more information, visit us at www.
wlf.louisiana.gov on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ldwffb or 
follow us on Twitter @LDWF. For 
more information on White Lake 
WCA marsh and rice field water-
fowl lottery hunts, contact Wayne 
Sweeney at 337-536-9400, ext. 1, or 
wsweeney@wlf.la.gov

MICHIGAN
Youth waterfowl 

hunts set for October, 
November at Michigan’s 
managed waterfowl hunt 

areas
The Department of Natural Re-

sources reminds hunters to bring 
their young hunters to one of 
Michigan’s managed waterfowl 
hunt areas in October and Novem-
ber for a memorable experience. 
Hunters can choose from several 
dates and locations. Parties with 
at least one youth will be given 
priority in the draw at all seven 
locations:

• Oct. 25 - Nayanquing Point 
Wildlife Area (afternoon hunt 
only) in Pinconning

• Oct. 26 - Muskegon County 
Wastewater (morning and after-
noon hunts) in Twin Lake

• Nov. 1 - Fish Point State Wild-
life Area (afternoon hunt only) in 
Unionville

• Nov. 1 - Fennville Farm Unit 
of the Allegan State Game Area 
(morning hunt only) in Fennville

• Nov. 8 - Shiawassee River State 
Game Area (afternoon hunt only) 
in St. Charles

• Nov. 9 - Pointe Mouillee State 
Game Area (morning hunt only) 
in Rockwood

• Nov. 14 - Harsens Island Man-
aged Hunt Area (afternoon hunt 
only) on Harsens Island

Drawings will occur at 5:30 a.m. 
for the youth morning hunts and 

at 11 a.m. for the youth afternoon 
hunts (except at Harsens Island, 
which takes place at 11:30 a.m.).

Youth priority drawings are 
available for hunting parties with 
at least one youth (16 and younger) 
and up to two adults (maximum 
party size is four). All youth par-
ticipating in these priority hunts 
must be properly licensed to hunt. 
Youth hunters 9 years old and 
younger must be accompanied by 
a qualified Mentored Youth Hunt-
ing Program mentor.

MINNESOTA
Who is Minnesota 

typical grouse hunter?
A hunter with a blaze orange 

cap and a shotgun keeps an eye 
on a dog bounding through the 
underbrush, trailing the scent of 
grouse. Bright yellow aspen leaves 
frame the trail. It’s a common au-
tumn scene in Minnesota, a fitting 
postcard for much of the central 
and northern reaches of the state. 

But who is the typical hunter in 
this picture?

A first-of-its-kind scientific sur-
vey of Minnesota grouse hunters 
done in 2011 by the Department 
of Natural Resources sheds some 
light on this question and other in-
formation about the habits, prefer-
ences and tendencies of the state’s 
nearly 100,000 grouse hunters.

In this state, a grouse hunter is 
most commonly college-educated, 
hunts in October on state forest 
land, and is willing to travel as far 
as 120 miles from home to hunt, 
according to the survey. To the 
grouse hunter, far more valuable 
than bagging a limit of grouse is 
being able to get away from the 
crowds and enjoy the outdoors.

“This survey has proved valu-
able as we decide where to spend 
dollars that come from hunting 
and fishing license sales.” said Ted 
Dick, DNR ruffed grouse special-
ist. “For example, knowing that 
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hunters value access to state forest 
lands helps direct focus on hunter 
walking trails or doing grouse 
habitat work in those areas.”

The survey also shows how 
hunters may already be boosting 
local economies in areas with good 
access to grouse hunting. Slightly 
more than half of all grouse hunt-
ers live in the Twin Cities metro 
area, and hunters from the metro 
area travel an average of 119 miles 
to hunt grouse, though they are 
willing to trav-
el as far as 153 
miles to hunt. 
The most pop-
ular counties 
among hunters 
statewide were 
St. Louis, Itasca, 
Cass and Aitkin 
counties, with 
P ine  County 
a lso  popular 
among metro 
r e s p o n d e n t s 
and Beltrami 
popular among 
Greater Min-
nesota respon-
dents.

On average, 
62 percent of 
hunters state-
wide took over-
night or multi-
ple-day trips to 
hunt grouse. In-
dividual grouse 
hunters report-
ed spending an 
average of $417 
on grouse hunting in one season.

“Hunting is important to Minne-
sota’s economy, grouse is Minne-
sota’s No. 1 game bird and hunters 
spend money on travel, lodging 
and gear.” said Jenifer Wical, of the 
DNR outreach section. “Our state 
is a grouse hunting destination 
for both Minnesotans and hunters 
from out-of-state.”

The survey further showed that 
41 percent of grouse hunters who 
live in the metropolitan area re-

ported having children younger 
than 19 living at home, but only 39 
percent of those children hunted 
grouse with a parent in 2010. 
Thirty-six percent of households 
in greater Minnesota had children 
younger than 19 at home, yet 53 
percent of those children hunted 
grouse with a parent in 2010.

“We know it’s important to re-
cruit new hunters and keep exist-
ing hunters going back to continue 
providing quality outdoor op-

portunities.” Dick said. “Whether 
travel distances or time committed 
to other activities interfere, fewer 
children are getting the hands-on 
experiences from their parents that 
help build and appreciation and 
understanding of the outdoors.”

Yet, barriers to starting grouse 
hunting can be relatively low. Un-
like some types of hunting, grouse 
hunting requires little investment. 
Hunters need only a blaze-orange 
hat or vest, a shotgun, a sturdy 

pair of boots, a valid small-game 
license and a willingness to walk. 
And the ruffed grouse season 
is long, stretching from Sept. 13 
through Sunday, Jan. 4.

This year, spring drumming 
counts showed encouraging signs, 
increasing 34 percent from 2013, 
possibly signaling the start of an 
upswing in the 10-year grouse 
cycle that since 2009 has been in 
the declining phase.

“We have tremendous opportu-
nity in Minnesota to experience 
the outdoors through grouse 
hunting.” Dick said. “There’s no 
better time to start than this year.”

The DNR grouse hunter survey 
is available online.

Good waterfowl opener 
expected this weekend
When Minnesota’s regular 

waterfowl season opens one-half 
hour before sunrise on Saturday, 
Sept. 27, hunting is likely to be 
good, according to the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources. 

“The number of breeding ducks 
this spring was very high based 
on the continental duck breeding 
population surveys.” said Steve 
Cordts, DNR waterfowl special-
ist. “In addition, recruitment, or 
the number of young ducks that 
hatched, was also good this year 
based on reports we’ve heard. 
These young ducks comprise a 
large percentage of duck hunters’ 
bags during the fall.”

Wetland conditions were fa-
vorable and the total continental 
breeding population of all ducks 
combined was more than 49 mil-
lion ducks, which is 8 percent 
above last year and 43 percent 
above long-term averages, Cordts 
said. However, duck numbers can 
fluctuate widely at this time of 
year for a variety of reasons.

“Some species like blue-winged 
teal and wood ducks are very 
early migrants and many move 
south even before the season 
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opens, which is normal.” Cordts 
said. “But many other species like 
ring-necked ducks and mallards 
will continue to increase in num-
ber as migrants move down from 
Canada during the season.”

Canada goose hunting should 
also be good early in the regular 
waterfowl season.

“Large numbers of Canada geese 
move into the state in mid- to late 
September. These were nonbreed-
ing geese from Minnesota that 
moved to northern Canada during 
the summer to molt their flight 
feathers. These geese are new ar-
rivals to Minnesota and provide 
good Canada goose hunting op-
portunity early in the season.” 
Cordts said.

Waterfowl habitat conditions 
are generally good statewide with 
much higher water levels than last 
year at this time.

The DNR will post a weekly 
waterfowl migration report each 
week during the duck season. 
The reports are typically posted 
on Thursday.

“If you haven’t been duck hunt-
ing in a few years, this may be a 
good year to get back out in the 
marsh.” Cordts said. “Hunter 
numbers have been very low com-
pared to historic averages.”

Last fall, about 90,000 state wa-
terfowl stamps were sold, which 
is similar to recent years but con-
siderably lower than the 1970s, 
when 140,000 waterfowl stamps 
were sold.

The duck season structure is 
similar to recent years except for 
an adjustment in the duck season 
dates in the south duck zone only. 
In the south duck zone, the season 
opens for a three-day period from 
Sept. 27 through Monday, Sept. 
29. The season is closed until it 
reopens Saturday, Oct. 11 and runs 
through Saturday, Dec. 6.

Waterfowl hunting regulations 
are available wherever DNR li-
censes are sold and online.

MISSISSIPPI
Early Teal and 

Rail Seasons Open 
September 13 

Fall is approaching, and with 
it comes Mississippi’s first duck 
hunting opportunity when the 
early teal season opens on Septem-
ber 13. The 16-day season will end 
on September 28. Hunters should 
make sure their hunting license is 
current for the 2014 - 2015 hunting 
season, complete with Harvest In-
formation Program (HIP) certifica-
tion for Mississippi. Hunters will 
also need to purchase state and 
federal waterfowl stamps. The bag 
limit for the September teal season 
is six birds per person per day (all 
teal species) with no more than 18 
in possession.

 Rail seasons also open Septem-
ber 13 and will end November 21. 
Birds included in these seasons 
are king, clapper, sora, and Vir-
ginia rails, as well as common and 
purple gallinules. The daily bag 
limit for clapper and king rails is 
15 singly or in aggregate, and the 
possession limit is 45 singly or in 
aggregate. The daily bag limit for 
gallinules is 15 singly or in ag-
gregate, and the possession limit 
is 45 singly or in aggregate. The 

daily bag limit for Virginia and 
sora rails is 25 singly or in aggre-
gate, and the possession limit is 75 
singly or in aggregate. Rails use 
similar habitats as teal, so hunters 
who learn how to identify these 
other migratory game birds may 
increase their chances for success.

Shooting hours are from 30 min-
utes prior to sunrise until sunset. 
Hunters should remember that 
non-toxic shot must be used for 
waterfowl hunting. In areas where 
hunters may have a chance to 
harvest waterfowl in addition to 
other migratory game birds, only 
non-toxic shot should be used for 
the day’s 

For more information regarding 
waterfowl in Mississippi, visit our 
website at www.mdwfp.com/wa-
terfowl or call us at (601) 432-2199. 

MISSOURI
MDC and DU to dedicate 

newly renovated Duck 
Creek Conservation Area

The Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) and Ducks 
Unlimited (DU) invite the public 
to attend a celebration and dedi-
cation of the Duck Creek Conser-
vation Area (CA) in Bollinger, 
Stoddard, and Wayne Counties, 
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celebrating the renovations com-
pleted to date. The dedication 
will be held Oct. 11, at the area’s 
headquarters, beginning at 10 a.m.

“This will be a special day to cel-
ebrate our wetland restoration ef-
forts at Duck Creek Conservation 
Area.” said Matt Bowyer, MDC’s 
southeast wildlife regional super-
visor. “It will also be a special day 
as we recognize and say thank you 
to the people who’ve supported 
this project and made it possible.”

Plaques will be unveiled with 
names of recent Missouri Ducks 
Unlimited Greenwing Legacy 
members, as well as the names of 
Ducks Unlimited Major donors 
and others who gave generously 
to make the wetland restoration 
project possible as part of the 
Mingo Basin Partnership. There 
will also be a tour of recent project 
activities immediately following 
the dedication ceremony.

The Golden Anniversary Wet-
lands Initiative, launched in 2004, 
is an ambitious partnership to re-
habilitate and enhance wetlands at 
five of MDC’s oldest wetland con-
servation areas. Managers at these 
areas face an array of challenges 
as they have reached, or soon will 
reach, their 50th anniversary. The 
original infrastructure of these 
areas has outlived reasonable life 
expectancy, according to Bowyer. 
In addition, extreme landscape 
changes have had unforeseen 
and devastating effects on certain 
aspects of these areas. Moreover, 
the science and art of wetland 
management and engineering, de-
sign, and construction capabilities 
has drastically evolved from five 
decades ago.

“Projects like these are a testi-
mony to the relationship between 
Ducks Unlimited, their volunteers, 
the Missouri Department of Con-
servation and numerous other 
partners.” said Mark Flaspohler, 
DU manager of conservation. 
“This ‚ÄòBig Rivers’ part of the 
country is critical to waterfowl 
making the grand passage from the 

breeding grounds down to winter-
ing grounds to the south.”

Major efforts are necessary to 
restore the wetland management 
functionality of these areas, and 
their rehabilitation is the focus of 
Missouri’s Golden Anniversary 
Wetland Initiative, under the fol-
lowing objectives:

• Devise and finalize plans for 
rehabilitating MDC’s oldest wet-
land management areas.

• Incorporate 21st Century wet-
land and ecological science into res-
toration approaches while avoid-
ing a “repair” mentality in planning 
needed restorations.

• Assemble diverse partnerships 
necessary to fund the efforts.

• Implement the improvements/
modifications over the twelve year 
period from 2005-2017.

To get to the Duck Creek CA 
headquarters, take MO-74 W from 
Cape Girardeau (exiting off I-55) 
and drive 5 miles; turn left onto 
MO-25 S and drive 1.8 miles; at 
traffic circle, continue straight to 
stay on MO-25 S and drive 15.9 
miles to Advance Missouri; turn 
right onto State HWY C/S Ruth 
Street, continue to follow State 
Hwy C for 9.8 miles; turn left onto 
MO-51 S and drive approximately 
3.5 miles to Duck Creek Conserva-
tion Area Headquarters, destina-
tion will be located on your right.

For more information on Duck 
Creek CA, go to mdc.mo.gov.

Volunteer at Parma 
Woods Shooting Range 

honored for service
Parma Range Volunteer Dexter 

Delano
Dexter A. Delano enjoys people 

and the shooting sports, a combi-
nation that makes him an invalu-
able volunteer for programs at 
the Missouri Department of Con-
servation’s (MDC) Parma Woods 
Shooting Range near Parkville.

Delano, 74, of Leavenworth, 
was honored for his service on 
Wednesday, Sept. 21, with the 
presentation of a .22-caliber Henry 
Golden Boy lever-action rifle.

He is the first shooting range 
volunteer in Missouri to have 
served 2,000 hours, and now his 
volunteer time is more than 4,000 
hours, said Range Officer Scott 
Harrison.

“I like the people.” Delano said. 
“I’m retired and this is fun. This 
isn’t work.”

Delano started volunteering at 
the range in 2006. He especially 
enjoys archery and teaching oth-
ers how to shoot with bow and 
arrows. Also a firearms enthusiast, 
his favorite target shooting at the 


