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It’s rare I have nothing 
to write about. And to 
be truthful that is not 

true either. Last month we put 
down Scooby, Ron’s Springer 
we had for about 14 years. 
That happened just over a year 
after we put 
down Jenny 
m y  Vi z s l a 
of  thirteen 
years. We still 
have Jersey 
t h e  re s c u e 
Vizsla we got 
f rom Iowa 
Vizsla Res-
cue that per-
haps helped 
get Scooby 
and us all , 
through her 
last year.

W e  a l l 
know when we pick up the pup 
from a litter that ten to fifteen 
years later we will be putting 
them to ashes or in the ground. 
One would think after three or 
four dogs, doing that would get 
easier, somehow it seems to get 
harder. 

I took Jersey, our only dog 
currently, for a walk the other 
day. As I walked down that 

snowy path I thought a thought 
I had never had. I’d like to go 
visit my dogs. I wonder if that 
will ever happen. I have never 
feared death, but at a certain 
point after losing enough dogs, 
one perhaps actually yearns for 

it. But I guess as with the ebbs 
and flows of the seasons, we all 
continue on. 

I sent an email the other 
day to old friends Jim & Linda 
Busch of Busch Vizslas of Win-
nebago, IL. I told them it had 
been a year since Jenny’s pass-
ing and it was time again to 
restart the process. Jim & Linda 
got back to me the same day 

with a puppy contract with a 
need for a deposit and asked 
what I wanted in a new pup. 
I said simply, “Get me a dog 
that’s half as good as the last.” 

Jim & Linda are looking at 
their dogs and the appropri-
ate match and next June, God 
willing, we’ll start the thirteen 
years process all over again. 
This may be my last or second 
to last dog I’ll ever raise from a 
pup to dust.

Ellen is not fond of pups. 
But after a year of dealing with 
the issues and the unknowns 
of a rescue, I know it’s the only 
way to have a competitive dog.

S o  I 
look at Jer-
sey, home 
alone, just 
w a n t i n g 
s o m e o n e 
t o  p l a y 
wi th  and 
be a kennel 
mate. All I 
can say is 
give it time 
in a just a 
few months 
the process 

starts again. And as much as 
we hate the end, it now where’s 
compares to the great time we 
have for the dozen years lead-
ing up to it.

Raise your glass to a New 
Year and New Beginnings!

Ponderings Of A Publisher
By Dennis Guldan

Publishers Corner
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Vet

Though our pets may 
pet may dread the 
veterinarian, there 

are many instances when a trip 
to the local animal hospital or 
clinic is essential to their health. 
Since Fido can’t express to you 
in words when he isn’t feeling 
himself, there are many symp-
toms you can look out for to 
help determine if it’s time for 
a vet visit.   

“It is most important to re-
member that everything should 
be taken within the context of 
the other signs,” said Dr. Jean 
Rubanick, veterinary resident 
instructor at the Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences (CVM). 
“Basically, if there are multiple 
signs, then taking a pet to the 
vet is indicated.”

Some common signs of ir-
regularity may include extreme 
lethargy, increased respiratory 
rate, profuse vomiting or diar-
rhea, anorexia, or increased 
drinking and urinating. While 
these are most widely recog-
nized as indicators for veteri-
nary attention, some symptoms 
may be more unique and less 
recognizable.

“Abnormal circling (not to 
be confused with the occasional 
circling of an excited dog), head 

pressing, seizures, inability 
to rise, weakness, respiratory 
distress, changes in the gum 
color, and bubbles coming from 
the nose are some other sign to 
look out for,” said Dr. Rubanick.

If your pet ingests some-
thing that poses toxic to ani-
mals, whether it is a plant or 
food, consultation with your 
veterinarian is vital to the ani-
mal’s health and safety.

“Eating sago palm, choco-
late, lilies, people medication, 
or anything else unusual should 
also prompt a call to the veteri-
narian,” said Dr. Rubanick.

Although stomach abnor-
malities such as vomiting and 
diarrhea may be signs of sick-
ness or ingestion of toxins, it is 
also possible that Fido merely 
scarfed down his dinner too 
quickly. Depending on the pet 
and their usual behavior, a 
brief upset stomach may not be 
much cause for concern. 

“Vomiting once or one bout 
of diarrhea is probably noth-
ing to worry about, as long 
as the pet is otherwise acting 
normally,” said Dr. Rubanick. 
“Likewise, a pet that eats too 
quickly or drinks a lot of water 
and then vomits but continues 
to act normally afterwards is 
probably fine.”

In general, you should al-
ways contact your veterinarian 
if you notice any symptoms or 
behavior abnormal for Fido. 
From there, your vet will be 
able tell you if something does 
not need to be urgently ad-
dressed or if you should make 
an appointment right away. 
Whether Fido is just having an 
off day or he ingested some-
thing poisonous, it is always 
better to be safe than sorry.

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences, Texas 
A&M University. Stories can be 
viewed online at vetmed.tamu.
edu/pet-talk. Suggestions for 
future topics may be directed 
to editor@cvm.tamu.edu.

When to Call A Veterinarian
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News from the Non-profits

State of the Birds report 
shows gains for some 

wetlands species
Declining pintails, loss 
of ephemeral wetlands 
are cause for concern
A new report from the U.S. 

Committee of the North Ameri-
can Bird Conservation Initiative 
shows encouraging population 
gains for some wetland-depen-
dent bird species. At the same 
time, the report’s authors warn 
about the future implications of 
the continuing loss of ephemer-
al or temporary wetlands in the 
prairies of the United States and 
Canada. Some species such as 
northern pintail and black tern, 
which rely heavily on ephem-
eral wetlands, have experienced 
long-term declines.

The State of the Birds 2014 
reports that some wetland-
dependent bird populations are 
at or near historic high levels, 
including mallards, gadwall, 
blue-winged teal, green-winged 
teal and northern shovelers, 
according to annual breeding 
bird surveys conducted in the 
United States and Canada.

“Many wetland bird species 
are doing very well,” said DU’s 
Chief Scientist Dr. Scott Yaich. 
“We can at least partially attri-
bute this to collective wetland 
conservation efforts across the 
continent. But, two decades of 
unprecedented above-average 

rainfall in many key breed-
ing areas are in large part re-
sponsible for duck population 
increases that are masking the 
loss of wetland habitats docu-
mented by other studies. We 
continue to be very concerned 
about the accelerating loss of 
wetlands in important areas for 
birds and what that will mean 
when we inevitably enter an-
other dry period.”

The report points out that 
ephemeral wetlands in the U.S. 
Prairie Pothole Region declined 
by 74,340 acres between 1997 
and 2009. This region is North 
America’s most important 
breeding area for waterfowl 
and is a top conservation prior-
ity area for Ducks Unlimited. 
Northern pintail populations 
have been declining for several 
decades and are currently 20 
percent below their long-term 
average.

The State of the Birds 2014 
is authored by the U.S. Com-
mittee of the North American 
Bird Conservation Initiative—a 
23-member partnership of gov-
ernment agencies and organiza-
tions dedicated to advancing 
bird conservation. The report 
is based on extensive reviews 
of population data from long-
term monitoring. It looks to 
birds as indicators of ecosystem 
health by examining popula-
tion trends of species depen-
dent on one of seven habitats: 
grasslands, forests, wetlands, 

oceans, aridlands, islands and 
coasts. This year ’s report is 
also a five-year check-in on the 
indicators presented in the in-
augural 2009 State of the Birds 
report. More information is 
available at stateofthebirds.org.

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the 
world's largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America's continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 13 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. For more informa-
tion on our work, visit www.
ducks.org. Connect with us on 
our Facebook page at facebook.
com/DucksUnlimited, follow 
our tweets at twitter.com/
DucksUnlimited and watch 
DU videos at youtube.com/
DucksUnlimitedInc.

Media Contact:; Eric Keszler 
901-758-3924 ekeszler@ducks.
org
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Pheasants Forever

It’s Pointers vs. Flushers 
for Pheasants Forever’s 
2014 Rooster Road Trip

Fifth annual public lands 
pheasant hunting trip & online 
experience starts Monday, No-
vember 3rd

Pointers vs. Flushers is the 
theme for Pheasants Forever’s 
2014 Rooster Road Trip which 
will highlight successful proj-
ects completed by the orga-
nization on public property 
throughout the Midwest.

Pointers vs. Flushers is the 
theme for Pheasants Forever’s 
2014 Rooster Road Trip which 
will highlight successful proj-
ects completed by the orga-
nization on public property 
throughout the Midwest.

Pheasants Forever’s Rooster 
Road Trip — an annual pheas-
ant hunting trip dedicated to 
showcasing public upland 
habitat and access — has added 
a new twist to the upcom-
ing expedition. This year pits 
“Team Pointer” versus “Team 
Flusher” in a battle of bird dog 
supremacy. Follow the Pheas-
ants Forever hunters and their 
bird dogs online November 
3rd through November 12th to 
watch the friendly competition 
unfold as the two teams hunt 
only publicly accessible land 
in six states.

Once again, the Rooster 
Road Trip will visit lands 
Pheasants Forever has played 
a significant role in opening up 
to public access, either through 
land purchase, restoration, or 
legislation. The effort focuses 
on how important pheasant 
hunters who join Pheasants 
Forever as members are to cre-
ating and improving publicly 
accessible habitat. In fact, any 
follower who joins Pheasants 
Forever as a member online 
through the Rooster Road Trip 
webpage from the start of the 
trip until November 14th will 
receive an exclusive Browning 
bonus item (a different item 
each week) and be entered to 
win a new Browning Citori 725 
over/under 20 gauge shotgun 
(in addition to the standard 
benefits of Pheasants Forever 
membership).

Team Flusher

Anthony Hauck, Pheasants 
Forever’s online editor, and his 
English cocker spaniel, “Sprig,” 
along with Andrew Vavra, 
Pheasants Forever’s market-
ing manager, and his Labrador 
retriever, “Beau,” will join up 
with Pheasants Forever chapter 
members and hunt in North 
Dakota on November 3rd fol-
lowed by South Dakota and 
Minnesota.

Team Pointer

Bob St. Pierre, Pheasants 
Forever’s vice president of mar-
keting, and his German short-
haired pointers, “Trammell” 
and “Esky,” along with Elsa 
Gallagher, Pheasants Forever’s 
state coordinator for Missouri, 
and her dogs “Rooster,” “Pike” 
and “Ginny” will hunt first in 
Colorado followed by Kansas 
and Nebraska. Team Pointer 
starts on Monday, Nov. 10th.

The good-natured competi-
tion will tally Team Flusher’s 
productive flushes against 
Team Pointer ’s productive 
points. “It will be fun to stoke 
this age-old debate during this 
year’s Rooster Road Trip, but 
we already know the real win-
ners – anyone who loves chas-
ing roosters,” says Anthony 
Hauck, “This trip ultimately 
puts a spotlight on Pheasants 
Forever’s successful projects, 
just some of the more than 
170,000 acres the organization 
has helped permanently con-
serve, a number we’re adding 
acres to every year.”

“The Rooster Road Trip is a 
fun way to illustrate the power 
of volunteer engagement in the 
cause of conservation,” added 
Vavra. “Last year ’s Rooster 
Road Trip generated more than 
500 new Pheasants Forever 
members and tens of thousands 
of sponsorship dollars for the 
organization’s conservation 
mission. We’re optimistic this 
year’s effort will be an even 
bigger success, ultimately lead-
ing to more habitat access for 
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future generations of pheasant 
hunters.”

Follow Pheasants Forever’s 
Rooster Road Trip 2014 online 
at:

Rooster Road Trip 2014 / 
Facebook / Twitter / YouTube 
/ Instagram (new!)

Rooster Road Trip 2014 
Sponsors

Rooster Road Trip 2014 
sponsors include Apple Autos, 
Browning, Federal Premium 
Ammunition, Garmin, Irish Set-
ter, Leer, Zeiss, North Dakota 
Tourism, Explore Minnesota, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 
Nebraska Game and Parks, 
and the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism.

About Pheasants Forever

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 140,000 members 
and 700 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent; the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure.

Jared Wiklund (651) 209-
4953 JWiklund@pheasantsfor-

ever.org

Pheasants Forever is a non-
profit conservation organiza-
tion dedicated to the protection 
and enhancement of pheasants, 
quail and other wildlife popula-
tions in North America through 
habitat improvement, land 
management, public awareness 
and education. Such efforts 
benefit landowners and wildlife 
alike.
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News From The AKC

AKC Announces 
Recipients of the 2015 
Lifetime Achievement 

Awards
Performance: Jeannie L. 
Wagner of Elyria, Ohio

Jeannie L. Wagner

Jeannie established Karry-
court Irish Setters in 1973 with 
the aim of producing dogs that 
could compete in the field, show, 
and obedience arenas. The Kar-
rycourt bloodline 
has  become the 
foundation stock of 
other dual breeders. 
She has titled both 
Irish Setters and 
Brittanys in obe-
dience, hunt tests, 
conformation, and 
field trials, includ-
ing her Dual/AFC 
Karrycourt’s Rose 
O’Cidermill ROM.

A  l o n g t i m e 
member of the Irish 
Setter Club of Ohio, 
Wagner serves as 
club president and has chaired 
field trials, hunt tests, specialty 
shows, and other events. As a 
member of the Irish Setter Club 
of America (ISCA), she has served 
as Secretary and Chairman for 
the National Field Trial, and on 
National FT Advisory Commit-
tee, NFT Executive Committee, 
and the National Walking Gun 
Dog Championship Committee. 
Jeannie also judged both Hunt 
Test and Field Trials. Although 

retired from judging now, she 
continues to remains active pro-
moting dual-purpose Irish Setters 
and performance events. The 
ISCA presented her with the Out-
standing Sportsmanship Award 
this year.

As Secretary/Treasurer of 
the Associated Bird Dog Clubs 
of Ohio for 38 years, she helped 
work with the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources (ODNR) 
to save field trial grounds in the 
state when U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service closed 
areas to field 
trials. She con-
tinues to work 
with ODNR on 
grounds at Tri-
Valley Wildlife 
Area.

Jeannie is 
a supporter of 
youth in the 
sport and has 
served as a 4-H 
Dog Project 
Advisor and 
President of 
Lorain County 
4-H Dog Coun-

cil. She has also been advisor for 
the local FFA Dog Judging Team.

As a writer, she has earned 
six Dog Writers Association of 
America awards and she cur-
rently writes the field perfor-
mance column that appears in the 
ISCA Memo. Her article on field 
trial gallery etiquette published 
in theAKC Gazette was later in-
cluded in the AKC field trial rules 
and guidelines.
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

Hunting in the 50 States’ 
Shows Hunting Is More 
Affordable Than Many 

Outdoor Activities, 
Including Golf

A valuable resource for un-
derstanding state regulations, 
license fees and game species

 “ We’re sure you know that 
a day spent hunting beats a day 
in the office. What you might 
not know, though, is that a day 
spent hunting in many cases 
is more affordable than a day 
spent on the golf course or at a 
major league ballgame.

That’s something to keep 
in mind with National Hunt-
ing and Fishing Day coming 
up on Saturday, Sept. 27. Many 
opportunities nationwide are 
available to spend a day afield 
that weekend.

Statistics in NSSF’s latest 
report, “Hunting in the 50 
States: Regulations, License 
Fees, Species and Methods of 
Take,” clearly show that you 
get more bang for your buck 
hunting than in other compet-
ing hobbies and activities.

“There’s a misperception 
about hunting being a very 
expensive pastime. It can be in 
some circumstances, but for the 
most part hunting compares 
very favorably with the costs 
of other popular activities like 
playing golf, attending profes-
sional sports games and even 

going to the movies,” said Jim 
Curcuruto, NSSF Director of In-
dustry Research and Analysis.

The report, found here, 
estimates the average cost of a 
day of turkey hunting at $37.54 
for license, tags and ammuni-
tion, placing it far lower than 
a round of golf, estimated at 
$72.54 for greens fees and a 
sleeve of balls, or a day at a 
major league ballpark, which 
will set you back $57.45 for 
a ticket, parking and a drink 
and a hotdog. While 10 days 
of hunting costs essentially the 
same as one day afield, taking 
in 10 movies at your neighbor-
hood multiplex will add about 
$185 onto your credit card.

Of course, “Hunting in 
the 50 States” includes much 
more information than these 
comparisons”information that 
is valuable to manufacturers, 
retailers and shooting ranges.

To gain a better under-
standing of the expenses as-
sociated with hunting, NSSF 
combed through the regulation 
guides of all 50 states to pro-
duce “Hunting in the 50 States,” 
which consolidates data regard-
ing big and small game, and 
provides both state-specific and 
national information.

The new report includes 
resident and non-resident li-
cense and tag costs, number of 
species available to hunt (more 
than 40 in some states), avail-

able hunting days and legal 
firearm use by state. The re-
port’s pages contain interesting 
factoids on hunting”nine states, 
for example, allow the hunting 
of white-tailed deer with an air 
rifle”and there is an entire page 
on feral hog facts (population 
estimated at 5 million).

The report reveals how 
states provide many economic 
incentives to encourage hunt-
ing. Sportsmen and women in 
South Carolina, for example, 
enjoy two free days on which 
they can hunt without purchas-
ing a state hunting license. In 
many states, licenses for ap-
prentice hunters, juniors, se-
niors, military and the disabled 
are modestly priced, including 
for non-residents.

“Hunting in the 50 States” 
is available to NSSF members 
at nssf.org/research under the 
Industry Intelligence Reports 
tab, and non-members can 
contact jcurcuruto@nssf.org for 
additional information.

NSSF Infographic:The 
Changing Face of 

Today’s Target Shooter

A new infographic issued 
by the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation tells the story, at a 
glance, of the growing number 
of new target shooting enthu-
siasts and how they’re surpris-
ingly different from established 
shooters.
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Newcomers”defined as 
those who have taken up tar-
get shooting in the last five 
years”are trending younger 
and female; also, they are city 
and suburban dwellers. In these 
ways, they are quite different 
from established participants 
and, as a result, are changing 
the face of target shooters in 
America. This influx of new-
comers also underscores that 
the traditional pastimes of 
handgun, rifle and shotgun tar-
get shooting continue to have 
a broad appeal to new genera-
tions of Americans.

Driven by newbies, tar-
get shooting participation has 
leaped by 19 percent, from 34.4 
million in 2009 to 40.8 million 
in 2012. That’s a 6.4 million in-
crease; for comparison, golf and 
some other traditional activities 
have seen their participant base 
decline by millions.

Although they may be 
different in age and gender, 
newcomers share one impor-
tant thing with established 
participants”their passion for 
firearms ownership and the 
shooting sports.

NSSF invites you to use and 
share “The Changing Face of 
Today’s Target Shooter” info-
graphic to educate the public on 
this exciting and positive trend 
in the shooting sports and in 
our industry.

Click the infographic to 
download, and you can find 
other informative NSSF info-
graphics at http://nssf.org/
infographics.

NSSF Board of 
Governors

Elects Two New 
Members

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation Board of 
Governors announces the elec-
tion of its newest board mem-
bers: Mike Owens, President 
and Chief Operating Officer of 
Gander Mountain, and Bruce 
Pettet, President and CEO of 
Leupold & Stevens.

Both will serve three-year 
terms expiring in 2017.

Owens joined Gander 
Mountain in 2009 as executive 
vice president and chief operat-
ing officer and was named the 
company’s president and chief 
operating officer in 2013. Prior 
to joining Gander Mountain, 
Owens was with Anheuser-
Busch for 27 years, serving in 
positions of increasing respon-
sibility, including vice president 
of business operations.

Pettet became the chief ex-
ecutive at Leupold & Stevens 
in March of this year. Before 
joining Leupold & Stevens, 
Pettet was President and CEO 
of Collective International, 
owner of Airwalk and other 
footwear brands. Prior to join-
ing Airwalk, he was President 
and CEO of Brooks Sports, Inc., 
known for its premium running 
shoes and accessories.

Mike Owens

Bruce Pettet
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State News

ALABAMA
Latest Forever Wild Land 

Trust Tract Located in 
Dothan

Recently, the Forever Wild Land 
Trust acquired 387 acres within 
the city limits of Dothan, Ala., 
in Houston County. The tract is 
located along Beaver Creek and 
will feature recreational trails that 
will be developed and maintained 
through a partnership between 
the State Lands Division and the 
City of Dothan. Trail planning will 
begin this fall and carry over into 
early 2015. Trail construction is 
scheduled to begin in September 
2015. 

State Lands Division Director 
Patti Powell said her staff is ex-
cited about the addition of a rec-
reational tract in the southeastern 
part of the state because it will 
offer thousands of area residents 
access to the outdoors and provide 
potential tourism opportunities 
for Dothan and the surrounding 
Wiregrass area.

“This was a strong nomination 
because of the donation of 132 
acres from the City of Dothan, 
Wiregrass Investments and Wells 
Fargo.” Powell said. “Addition-
ally, the City of Dothan has offered 
to partner with the Forever Wild 
Board of Trustees and the State 
Lands Division to develop, build 
and assist in the maintenance of 
recreational trails on the property. 
The potential for future trails and 
trailheads added to the strength of 
the nomination. We look forward 
to working with Dothan in the 
management of this property.”

The Forever Wild Land Trust 
began in 1992 with the passing of 
Alabama Constitutional Amend-
ment 543. This amendment was 

passed by 83 percent of voters 
during that year’s general election. 
The constitutional amendment 
provided funding for this state 
land acquisition program for 20 
years. During the 2012 general 
election, Alabama voters again 
passed a constitutional amend-
ment reauthorizing the funding 
of the Forever Wild Land Trust 
program for another 20 years.

During its first 21 plus years, the 
Forever Wild Land Trust program 
completed the acquisition of 112 
tracts of land totaling more than 
242,000 acres. These public lands 
are found within 26 of Alabama’s 
67 counties providing Alabamians 
and out of state visitors with op-
portunities for hunting, fishing, 
hiking, trail riding, wildlife view-
ing and other outdoor enjoyment 
as well as preserving the state’s 
natural heritage. All of this acre-
age is public land managed as 
nature preserve/recreation areas, 
additions to wildlife management 
areas and additions to Alabama 
State Parks.

ALASKA
Waterfowl Regulations 

Booklets Contain Prince 
William Sound Goose 

Season Error
Prince William Sound waterfowl 

hunters need to be aware of an 
error concerning hunting seasons 
for Canada geese in the 2014-2015 
Alaska Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations Summary booklets.

On page 19 of the hard-copy 
booklets for the Gulf Coast Zone, 
Footnote 4 should read:

“Unit 5, Canada goose season is 
Sept. 28 , Dec. 16. Possession limits 
are 3X the daily bag limit. Unit 6 

(except Middleton Island) Canada 
goose season is Sept. 28 , Dec. 16. 
Possession limits are 2X the daily 
bag limit.”

This language has been changed 
in the online version of the 2014-
2015 summary at http://www.
adfg.alaska.gov/static/regula-
tions/wildliferegulations/pdfs/
waterfowl.pdf to include the cor-
rect language. Unfortunately, the 
hard-copy booklets were printed 
before the error was discovered.

Hunters with questions regard-
ing this year’s waterfowl hunt-
ing regulations should contact 
State Waterfowl Coordinator Dan 
Rosenberg at (907) 267-2453, or 
dan.rosenberg@alaska.gov.

Waterfowl Regulations 
for 2014 Include Good 

News for Goose Hunters
Alaska goose hunters will be 

allowed larger bag limits this 
season, depending upon where 
in the state they hunt and what 
goose species they pursue, thanks 
to changes in the 2014-2015 migra-
tory bird hunting regulations.

Canada geese (including cack-
ling geese) and white-fronted 
geese , previously managed to-
gether under “dark goose” regula-
tions , are now split into separate 
categories, allowing hunters to 
take limits of each species. For 
example, in the Gulf Coast Zone 
where dark goose limits last sea-
son were a combined four birds 
per day, hunters this year can 
harvest four Canada geese and 
four white-fronted geese per day.

Other changes to this year’s mi-
gratory bird hunting regulations 
include:

• Increased bag limits for white-
fronted geese in western Alaska’s 
Game Management Unit 18. Hunt-
ers there will be allowed eight 
whited-fronted geese per day and 
24 in possession

• Canada goose hunters in 
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GMUs 6B, 6C, and on Hinchin-
brook and Hawkins Islands in 
GMU 6D will not need registra-
tion permits this year. Registra-
tion permits are still needed to 
hunt Canada geese on Middleton 
Island.

• A change to the definition 
of “edible meat” affects hunters 
who take swans, geese (including 
brant) and sandhill cranes. For 
these species, hunters must sal-
vage the meat of the breast, legs 
and thighs (femur, tibiotarsus, 
and fibula). Salvage requirements 
for ducks and snipe have not 
changed.

Separate Canada goose and 
white-fronted goose regulations 
will allow additional harvest 
of white-fronted geese while 
maintaining traditional Canada 
goose hunting opportunities. 
Alaska hunters will benefit from 
this change which is primarily 
intended to increase the harvest 
of white-fronted geese in the 
Lower 48. The Pacific population 
of white-fronted geese has been 
increasing over the last 30 years, 
is well above the population ob-
jective, and has led to increased 
complaints of agricultural damage 
on wintering and staging areas.

Dusky Canada goose popu-
lations in the Copper 
River Delta and eastern 
Prince William Sound 
have increased from 
a low of 6,700 in 2009 
to more than 15,000 in 
2014. The three-year av-
erage population index 
used for management 
purposes is 13,700 birds. 
As a result, the registra-
tion permit program for 
Canada geese has been 
canceled in GMUs 6B, 
6C, and on Hinchin-
brook and Hawkins 
Islands in GMU 6D. 
The daily bag limit for 
Canada geese, includ-
ing cackling geese, is 
four birds with posses-

sion limits of eight.
The Alaska Board of Game 

moved to expand the definition 
of “edible meat” with regard to 
swans, geese and cranes at the 
statewide meeting in March. The 
revision was reached in response 
to public proposals and testimony.

Waterfowl hunting seasons open 
on September 1 in many parts of 
the state and hard copies of the 
2014-2015 Migratory Bird Hunt-
ing Regulations Summary booklet 
will be available soon at Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game of-
fices and outdoor sports retailers. 
The new regulations are currently 
available online at: http://www.
adfg.alaska.gov/static/regula-
tions/wildliferegulations/pdfs/
waterfowl.pdf. 

Licenses and Alaska state duck 
stamps can be purchased online 
at: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/
index.cfm?adfg=license.main .

ARIZONA
Small game season is 

here: Have you been out 
in the field yet?

Cooler temperatures signal the 
arrival of fall, and Oct. 3 marked 
the season opener for many of Ari-

zona’s 

wild pursuits. From quail and 
rabbit in the desert, to squirrels 
and ducks in the high country, 
fall hunting represents outdoor 
recreation at its best.

Quail and rabbit can be hunted 
in the open spaces of the lower 
desert up to the rolling hills of 
scrub oaks and manzanita bush 
of the mid-level desert. Squir-
rel hunting provides the perfect 
reason to escape to the crisp air of 
the ponderosa pine forests in the 
mountain region during the beau-
tiful fall colors. And if you’re a 
waterfowl hunter, look for above-
average duck numbers this year. 
The general waterfowl season in 
the mountain zone started on Oct. 
3; the season in the desert zone 
starts on Oct. 17.

Small game and waterfowl hunt-
ing offer affordable, healthy out-
door recreation, exciting hunting 
pursuits, and the original organic 
table-fare. 

Best yet, the equipment needed 
to hunt small game is minimal, 
requiring a general Arizona hunt-
ing license (for waterfowl hunting, 
you’ll also need an Arizona mi-
gratory bird stamp and a federal 
duck stamp), shotgun (.410- to 
12-gauge), plenty of No. 7 ¬Ω or 
6 upland shot shells, or Nos. 2, 3 
or 4 for waterfowl hunting, and a 
good pair of boots.

With the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department’s new simpli-
fied license offerings, buying a 
license is easy and a great value. 
Hunting licenses are now good 
for 365 days from the date of 
purchase rather than just for the 
calendar year, offering small 
game hunters more flexibility 
in timing their license purchase. 
Youth licenses for ages 10-17 are 
only $5 and include the Arizona 
migratory bird stamp (although 
youths age 16 and older still 
must buy the federal duck stamp 
if they want to hunt waterfowl).

Each species is a challenging 
quarry and hunting them will 


