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adequate winter cover, such as 
cattail marshes and dense brush 
intermixed with cropland, hay and 
idle grasslands. These areas pro-
vide food and nesting cover, and 
it will be important for hunters to 
identify high-quality habitat and 
concentrate their hunting efforts 
in those areas.

During the 2013 pheasant hunt-
ing season, an estimated 43,725 
hunters went out in search of 
pheasants and reported harvest-
ing 194,397 birds. Fond du Lac, 
Kenosha and Dane counties were 
among the top counties for pheas-
ant harvest last year.

Bag Limits
On Oct. 18 and 19, the daily bag 

limit is one pheasant cock, while 
the possession limit is two. For 
the remainder of the season (Oct. 
20 through Dec. 31), the daily bag 
limit is two pheasant cocks, with 
a possession limit of four. 

Some public hunting grounds 
offer both hen and rooster pheas-
ant hunting, and some properties 
also have 2 p.m. closure times, 
which are only in effect on week-
days from Oct. 20 to Nov. 2. 

A 2014 Pheasant Stamp is re-
quired to hunt pheasants state-
wide. The free leg tags previously 
required on hen/rooster areas are 
no longer required. Within those 
areas, the daily bag limit is one 
pheasant daily for the first two 
days of the season, and two pheas-
ants daily for the remainder of the 
season with a possession limit of 
twice the daily bag limit. 

Hunters who dress pheasants 
in the field are reminded that the 
head, a fully feathered wing, or an 
entire leg must remain attached to 
the carcass while in the field and 
during transport.

Pheasant Stocking Program
This fall, DNR wildlife biolo-

gists plan to release approximately 
75,000 game farm pheasants on 92 
public hunting grounds in Wiscon-
sin. These numbers are similar to 

last year’s stocking efforts, and 
show a significant increase over 
previous years. 

Pheasants raised by conserva-
tion clubs through the Day-old 
Chick Program will be released 
this fall on both designated pub-
lic hunting grounds and private 
lands open to public pheasant 
hunting. Hunters are reminded to 
notify landowners before hunting 
on private property open to public 
hunting.

Hunters can view a summary 
of stocked properties on the 2014 
Pheasant Stocking Information 
Sheet, available at dnr.wi.gov, 
keyword “pheasant.” 

FFLIGHT
In addition, an exciting new 

gamebird mapping application is 
available to hunters - the Fields & 
Forest Lands Interactive Game-
bird Hunting Tool, or FFLIGHT. 
This tool allows hunters to locate 
and explore properties stocked 
with pheasants (along with ruffed 
grouse and woodcock habitat and 
managed dove fields). FFLIGHT 
also allows hunters to use aerial 
photos, topographic maps and 
measuring tools to easily navigate 
and identify areas of interest and 
make hunting trips more produc-
tive and enjoyable. To learn more 
about FFLIGHT, search keyword 
“FFLIGHT.”

Pheasant Hunting Opportuni-
ties through the Mentored Hunt-
ing Program

This year marks the sixth year of 
the Mentored Hunting Program, 
which allows hunters age 10 or 
older, born on or after Jan. 1, 1973, 
to obtain a hunting license and 
hunt without Hunter Education 
certification. Participants must 
hunt with a mentor and comply 
with all the requirements of the 
program.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Scott Walter, DNR 
upland wildlife ecologist, 608-
267-7861; Krista McGinley, DNR 
assistant upland wildlife ecologist, 

608-261-8458

Wyoming
more Pheasant Release 

Sites for the 2014 Season
Pheasants will again be released 

on select Laramie and Platte 
county walk-in areas this fall and 
pheasant stocking in north-central 
Wyoming will be basically the 
same as last year, reports the Wyo-
ming Game and Fish Department. 
”It’s a good year for the pheasant 
program in southeast Wyoming.” 
said Steve Schafer, superintendent 
of the Downar Bird Farm near Yo-
der. “We’ve got improved cover, 
more release sites and more birds 
to release than most years.” These 
southeast Wyoming walk-in areas 
will receive pheasants for the 2014 
general pheasant season: Goshen 
County 29 and 63, Laramie County 
21 and 34, and Platte County 20 
and 23. Weather permitting, ar-
eas will be stocked twice a week 
through Dec. 14. Pheasants will be 
stocked at least twice a week at the 
Springer/Bump Sullivan Wildlife 
Habitat Management Area (Hunt 
Area 8) near Yoder during the gen-
eral season, which runs Nov. 1 , 21. 
The Table Mountain WHMA south 
of Huntley will also be stocked 
twice a week through Novem-
ber. Special permits are needed 
Fridays, Saturdays and Mondays 
during November at the Glendo 
Pheasant Hunt but pheasants will 
continue to be released twice a 
week there through Dec. 14. The 
stocking plan for pheasants from 
the Sheridan Bird Farm is the same 
as past years. Weather permit-
ting, the Yellowtail WHMA (Hunt 
Area 5) near Lovell will be stocked 
twice a week through the week of 
Christmas and the Ocean Lake and 
Sand Mesa WHMAs (Hunt Area 
2) near Riverton will be stocked 
twice a week through the first 
week in December. Check wgfd.
wyo.gov for current info about 
pheasant stocking in these areas. 
Walk-in areas will be stocked 

in Campbell County (No. 2), 
Johnson County (Nos. 9, 11) and 
Sheridan County (Nos. 1-6). Plus, 
in the Sheridan-Buffalo area, the 
Buffalo Run state land area, Bud 
Love WHMA, Welch Bureau of 
Land Management area and Fort 
Phil Kearny Hunter Management 
Area will also be stocked. Weather 
permitting, these walk-in and 
other areas in the Sheridan-Buffalo 
area will be stocked once a week 
through November and possibly 
longer depending on the supply 
of birds. Hunters can contact the 
Sheridan Game and Fish Office for 
the specific locations of release ar-
eas. Hunters, regardless of age, are 
reminded to purchase the Pheas-
ant Special Management Permit 
to hunt pheasants released by the 
Game and Fish. Hunter orange is 
recommended for all upland game 
bird hunting and required when 
hunting pheasants on Game and 
Fish habitat areas and the Glendo 
Pheasant Hunt. Hunters are cau-
tioned if they follow the stocking 
truck, the driver will likely return 
to the bird farm and not release the 
birds until a later date. (Contact: 
Jeff Obrecht (307) 777-4532)
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