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hunting opportunities in our state 
this fall should serve to enhance 
that heritage.” concluded Vonk.

South Dakota’s traditional state-
wide pheasant hunting season 
opens on Saturday, Oct. 18, and 
runs through Jan. 4, 2015.

Texas
Dedication of New Davis 

Mountains Bird Blind 
set for Nov. 14

FORT DAVIS , The public is 
invited to a 3 p.m. ribbon-cutting 
for a newly constructed bird blind 
at Davis Mountains State Park on 
Friday, Nov. 14 being dedicated 
to the Francell family, which has 
played a major role in Texas land 
conservation efforts. 

The $36,000 solar-powered, 
white adobe structure that mim-
ics the historic Indian Lodge’s 
Southwest style of architecture 
replaced an older bird blind in 
the Montezuma Quail Viewing 
area. The bird blind is expected to 
be popular with birders who visit 
the state park to see the wide va-
riety of bird species, including the 
Montezuma quail typically found 
in the region.

“We are pleased to dedicate the 
new bird blind to the Francell 
Family, in recognition of our grati-
tude and appreciation for their 
continuing efforts to conserve 
the wild places of Texas.” says 
Texas State Parks Director Brent 
Leisure. “Here, Davis Mountains 
State Park visitors will be able to 
observe the many bird species that 
make the park their home, or their 
rest stop.”

Davis Mountains State Park is 
a designated Globally Important 
Bird Area (GIBA), recognized 
for the number of documented 
resident and transient bird spe-
cies. Birders, who for decades 
had become accustomed to seeing 
the original bird blind consisting 
of four posts and a bench, can 

now observe some of the park’s 
documented 365 species from 
comfortable stools protected from 
the elements.

The new bird blind features 
large, slanted windows cooled by 
sun-powered ceiling fans in the 
screened-in viewing area. Solar 
power also keeps water trickling 
through a stone water feature be-
neath almost a dozen bird feeders.

Davis Mountains State Park 
and Indian Lodge are located 
four miles north of Fort Davis on 
Highway 118 North. For more in-
formation, contact the state park 
office at (432) 426-3337.

Outlook Improved for 
Quail season

Much-needed rainfall at the 
right times this year are helping 
to bolster bobwhite quail num-
bers and should lead to improved 
hunting compared to last season, 
according to Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department biologists.

Quail season opens statewide 
Oct. 25 and runs through Feb. 20, 
2015.The daily bag limit for quail 
is 15, with 45 in possession. Legal 
shooting hours for all non-migra-
tory game birds are 30 minutes 
before sunrise to 30 minutes after 
sunset. The bag limit is the maxi-
mum number that may be killed 
during the legal shooting hours 
in one day.

Continued drought conditions 
over much of the core quail hunt-
ing areas in the spring and sum-
mer of 2013 resulted in below 
average production last year and 
many ranches opted to limit hunt-
ing last season in hopes to aid local 
recovery.

TPWD quail surveys show mod-
est recovery this year, thanks to 
adequate range conditions dur-
ing the nesting season. Biologists 
stress that additional winter rains 
are needed to aid continued popu-
lation recovery into next spring 
and summer.

One region indicative of a posi-
tive shift is the Gulf Prairies where 
TPWD quail surveys showed 19.9 
bobwhites were observed per 
route compared to 11.3 last year 
and is a record high for this area.

“Bobwhite are less dependent 
on rainfall in this region, where 
there is usually enough moisture 
available for nesting.” said TPWD 
wildlife biologist Robert Perez. 
“Habitat conditions in areas of na-
tive rangeland are in good condi-
tion. Hunters should focus on the 
central and lower coast in native 
prairie habitats.”

Most of the quail country around 
the state saw similar improvement 
in quail numbers compared to last 
year, although still below the long 
term average since quail surveys 
began in 1978. In South Texas, for 
example, surveys showed 11.6 
birds per route compared to 6 last 
year. This is below the long term 
average of 17.4 and is predictive 
of a below average hunting season 
for the region as a whole. How-
ever, field staff and ranch-level 
surveys on private and public 
lands are reporting above average 
numbers in many areas.

In the Rolling Plains, rangelands 
are in recovery and where graz-
ing has been reduced, Perez said 
prime nesting habitat is definitely 
more available than last year. Field 
reports suggest that many areas 
have improved enough to support 
limited hunting and last year’s 
hot spots will likely improve this 
season.

“Although there are certainly 
areas within each region where 
some quail hunting opportunity 
remains, this survey is not de-
signed to detect changes in local-
ized populations, especially in 
fragmented landscapes.” Perez 
cautioned. “Looking forward, 
most of the core Texas quail hunt-
ing regions did get a flush of 
vegetation and insects and a cor-
responding increase in bobwhite 
reproductive efforts.”

UTaH
scaled quail released in 

Utah 
Forty quail in southeastern 

Utah recently welcomed 200 new 
friends. 

DWR biologists place a radio 
transmitter on a scaled quail.

Photo by Michael Christensen
On Oct. 3 and Oct. 8, biologists 

with the Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources (DWR) released 200 
scaled quail in San Juan County. 
The releases happened in an area 
where a small population of scaled 
quail • numbering about 40 birds 
• lives.

Jason Robinson, upland game 
coordinator for the DWR, says the 
40 birds are decedents of scaled 
quail that moved into the area, 
from Colorado, Arizona or New 
Mexico, in about 2006. “Quail have 
been sighted consistently in the 
area since 2007,” he says.

Robinson says the 200 birds 
that were recently released were 
captured by Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife biologists near Pueblo, 
Colorado. The birds were then 
transported to Utah and released 
by DWR biologists to help the 
small population of 40 grow.

Robinson says both bird watch-
ers and hunters will benefit from 
having more scaled quail in San 
Juan County.

“Bird watchers love to watch 
scaled quail,” Robinson says. 
“Now, birders in Utah have an-
other bird they can add to their 
‘life list.’”

If the population gets large 
enough, a limited hunt for scaled 
quail could be offered in coming 
years. “That would give the state’s 
upland game hunters another 
unique bird to pursue,” he says.

Robinson says the 200 birds were 
a mix of males and females. Before 
they were released, some of the 
quail were fitted with radio collars. 

The collars will allow DWR bi-
ologists to track their movements 
and know how many of the birds 
survived.

If the quail do well enough, 
DWR biologist will work with the 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment to obtain more scaled quail to 
release in San Juan County in 2015.

To give the birds the best possi-
ble chance to establish themselves, 
Robinson says the DWR will not 
say exactly where the birds were 
released.

“If you happen to find the birds,” 
he says, “please don’t flush them 
or disturb them. We want to give 
these birds every chance to estab-
lish themselves. We want Utahns 
to have a healthy population of 
scaled quail to enjoy in the future.”

WIscONsIN
Ring-necked pheasant 
season opens Oct. 18 at 

noon
Pheasant hunting in Wisconsin 

opens statewide Saturday, Oct. 
18 at noon. The season will run 
through Dec. 31.

Several other seasons open Oct. 
18, including bobwhite quail, 
ruffed grouse in Zone B and Hun-
garian partridge. The bobwhite 
quail and Hungarian partridge 
seasons open at noon, while the 
ruffed grouse season opens with 

the start 
of  legal 
shooting 
hours.

“Pheas-
ant hunt-
i n g ’ s 
populari-
ty reflects 
the fact 
that it’s 
s i m p l y 
a  w o n -
d e r f u l 
outdoor 
activity, 

for both experienced and novice 
hunters alike,” said Scott Walter 
upland wildlife ecologist for the 
Department of Natural Resources. 
“With cool fall breezes, leaves 
changing color and good friends 
by your side, everyone can expect 
to reap the ultimate reward from 
their days afield - good memories 
and great companionship.”

Hunters are encouraged to re-
view the Wisconsin Small Game 
Hunting Regulations [PDF] book-
let for rules and season structures. 
For an in-depth look at this year’s 
fall bird hunting seasons, check 
out the department’s 2014 Fall 
Hunting and Trapping Forecast 
[PDF].

Please note that there is an error 
in the table listing hen/rooster ar-
eas on page 13 of the printed small 
game hunting regulations. Vernon 
Wildlife Area in Waukesha County 
was mistakenly omitted from the 
list, but remains a hen/rooster 
area for the 2014 season. This error 
has been corrected in the electronic 
version of the regulations found 
on the DNR website.

Pheasants are one of the most 
sought-after game birds in North 
America, and populations tend 
to fare well in the agricultural 
landscape of southern Wisconsin, 
provided there is sufficient habitat 
to meet their food and cover needs.

According to Walter, hunters 
should look for areas that contain 
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