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North Dakota
Wetland Conditions 

Good for Duck hunting
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual fall 
wetland survey indicates good to 
excellent wetland conditions for 
duck hunting throughout most of 
the state.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said the 
northwest has a near-record num-
ber of wetlands, while the rest of 
the state has wetland numbers 
similar to, or above the 2003-13 
average.

“Most areas have fairly similar 
conditions compared to last year, 
with improvements in the central 
part of the state.” Szymanski said. 
“Really, we seem to have pretty 
good numbers of wetlands hold-
ing water statewide. The western 
half of the state is the wettest, but 
other than a few smaller isolated 
areas, hunters across the state 
shouldn’t have issues finding 
wetlands holding water.”

The western half of the state 
received significant rainfall in Au-
gust. Hunters should be cautious 
driving off-trail to avoid soft spots 
and areas like tall vegetation that 
could be a fire hazard.

The quality of waterfowl hunt-
ing in North Dakota is predicated 
on weather conditions and pat-
terns. Szymanski said strong re-
production for ducks in breeding 
areas both in and outside of North 
Dakota makes for good fall hunt-
ing potential.

“Hunters should always scout 
because of ever changing condi-
tions and distribution of water-
fowl.” Szymanski said.

The wetland survey is conduct-
ed in mid-September, just prior to 
the waterfowl hunting season, to 
provide an assessment of condi-
tions duck hunters can expect.
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Purchase was approved in Janu-

ary, but a final agreement wasn’t 
reached. 

The Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission today announced a nearly 
13,000-acre tract that had received 
board approval to be added to 
State Game Lands 25 in Elk Coun-
ty will not be acquired.

The Game Commission had ar-
ranged to purchase the tract from 
The Conservation Fund, however, 
The Conservation Fund and the 
current landowner were unable to 
reach final deal terms.

Given that the Board of Game 
Commissioners’ January approval 
of the purchase was announced in 
a news release, and subsequently 
reported by other media outlets, 
the Game Commission wishes to 
pass along to hunters that the tract 
remains privately owned. 

Fall hunting activity statewide 
will be ramping up in the coming 
weeks following the Oct. 4 opener 
to the statewide archery deer 
season.  The 12,911-acre property 
the commission had planned to 
purchase is located within Jones 
Township, Elk County. It is bi-

sected by U.S. Route 219.  The 
Game Commission’s approved 
purchase price for the property 
was nearly $12.2 million, much of 
which was expected to be gener-
ated by timber-harvest revenue.

south 
CaroliNa

youth encouraged to sign 
up for Nov. 22 horry Co. 

dove clinic
The S.C. Department of Natural 

Resources Take One Make One 
Program and the Quality Deer 
Management Association, Horry 
County “Sandlappers” Branch is 
offering aspiring young hunters 
the opportunity to learn more 
about dove hunting with a Dove 
Clinic on Nov. 22, 2014 in the Con-
way area. The clinic will start at 7 
a.m. with a morning dove hunt. 
Youth get a chance to practice 
their marksmanship skills while 
dove hunting. Only the first 10 
registered will be able to attend 
the hunt. Youth must have Hunter 
Education in order to participate 
in the hunt. At 9 a.m. the fun will 
begin. All 25 youth will be intro-
duced to all the basic dove hunting 
skills needed for a successful dove 
hunt. Everything is hands on from 
dressing the bird, cooking and 

tasting, gear needed, and how to 
keep it legal with your local game 
warden. The first 25 youth ages 
10-17 who contact Jessica Gibson 
at gibsonj@dnr.sc.gov or (803) 
734-4122 will be able to attend 
the clinic. We will confirm your 
attendance by email with further 
instructions. Only by confirmation 
from Jessica may you attend so 
respond quickly for a slot. There is 
no cost for clinic all you need do is 
register. Lunch will be provided at 
this event and parents/guardians 
are welcome to stay while their 
students participate. 

Shooting sports offered to inter-
ested SC schools

The S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) announces a 
new shooting sports opportunity 
for Palmetto State schools. The 
DNR Scholastic Clay Target Sports 
(SCTS) is a team based youth de-
velopment program that uses the 
shotgun sports of trap, skeet, and 
sporting clays to instil life skills 
such as discipline, safety, team-
work, ethics, self-confidence and 
other life values. Following the 
proven scholastic approach used 
in the National Archery in the 
Schools program, DNR is offering 
new school team packages that will 
include free head coach training 
and team practices. To be a school 
team you must be a sanctioned 
private, public, or home school 

in South 
C a r o -
l i n a . 
H o m e 
s c h o o l 
t e a m s 
must be 
a  p a r t 
of a rec-
ognized 
h o m e 
s c h o o l 
associa-
tion. For 
m o r e 
i n f o r -
mation 

please visit the SCTS webpage. 
If you are interested in starting a 
DNR team please contact the DNR 
State Shooting Sports Coordinator 
Ryan Bass at 1-800-277-4301 or 
email bassr@dnr.sc.gov.

south Dakota
2014 Pheasant brood 

survey indicates higher 
pheasant numbers

The South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks (GFP) has completed 
the annual pheasant brood survey 
and the results show a 76 percent 
increase in the statewide pheas-
ants-per-mile index from 2013.

From late July through mid-
August, GFP surveyed 109, 30 
mile-routes across the state to 
estimate pheasant production and 
calculate the pheasants-per-mile 
index. The survey is not a popula-
tion estimate, but rather compares 
the number of pheasants observed 
on the routes and establishes trend 
information. Survey routes are 
grouped into 13 areas, based on a 
local city, and the index value of 
each local city area is then com-
pared to index values of the previ-
ous year and the 10-year average.

“With favorable weather condi-
tions this past winter and spring, 
along with the availability of qual-
ity nesting habitat across the state, 

we are going to see an increase in 
this year’s pheasant population.” 
stated Jeff Vonk, GFP Secretary. 
“Survey results show pheasant 
numbers rebounded the strongest 
in central South Dakota; especially 
in the Pierre, Chamberlain, Mo-
bridge and Winner areas. Results 
also indicate that pheasant num-
bers are substantially higher than 
2013 throughout much of eastern 
South Dakota.”

The 2014 statewide pheasants-
per-mile index of 2.68 is up from 
1.52 in 2013. The statewide pheas-
ant-per-mile index is similar to 
2002 when hunters harvested 1.26 
million roosters.

“Habitat is at the forefront of 
the conversation right now and 
is a crucial factor in pheasant 
numbers.” stated Vonk. “Bird 
numbers are higher this year due 
to excellent reproduction in parts 
of the state where quality habitat 
conditions still exist, primarily on 
grasslands including those en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program as well as fields of cereal 
crops such as winter wheat. We 
continue to work in cooperation 
with the Governor ’s Pheasant 
Habitat Workgroup, partner orga-
nizations and agencies, and land-
owners to provide an improved 
future for habitat in our state.”

Public hunting opportunities are 
abundant in South Dakota. Over 
1 million acres of publicly owned 
and private land leased through 
GFP’s Walk-In Area Program 
and the James River Watershed 
Conservation Reserve Enhance-
ment Program is available in the 
primary pheasant range of South 
Dakota. The 2014 public hunting 
atlas and a web-based interactive 
map of public lands and private 
lands leased for public hunting 
can be found online at http://gfp.
sd.gov/hunting/areas. 

“The results of this survey are 
highly anticipated by many who 
have a strong interest in South Da-
kota’s hunting heritage. The avail-
ability of pheasants and pheasant 
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