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opens, which is normal.” Cordts 
said. “But many other species like 
ring-necked ducks and mallards 
will continue to increase in num-
ber as migrants move down from 
Canada during the season.”

Canada goose hunting should 
also be good early in the regular 
waterfowl season.

“Large numbers of Canada geese 
move into the state in mid- to late 
September. These were nonbreed-
ing geese from Minnesota that 
moved to northern Canada during 
the summer to molt their flight 
feathers. These geese are new ar-
rivals to Minnesota and provide 
good Canada goose hunting op-
portunity early in the season.” 
Cordts said.

Waterfowl habitat conditions 
are generally good statewide with 
much higher water levels than last 
year at this time.

The DNR will post a weekly 
waterfowl migration report each 
week during the duck season. 
The reports are typically posted 
on Thursday.

“If you haven’t been duck hunt-
ing in a few years, this may be a 
good year to get back out in the 
marsh.” Cordts said. “Hunter 
numbers have been very low com-
pared to historic averages.”

Last fall, about 90,000 state wa-
terfowl stamps were sold, which 
is similar to recent years but con-
siderably lower than the 1970s, 
when 140,000 waterfowl stamps 
were sold.

The duck season structure is 
similar to recent years except for 
an adjustment in the duck season 
dates in the south duck zone only. 
In the south duck zone, the season 
opens for a three-day period from 
Sept. 27 through Monday, Sept. 
29. The season is closed until it 
reopens Saturday, Oct. 11 and runs 
through Saturday, Dec. 6.

Waterfowl hunting regulations 
are available wherever DNR li-
censes are sold and online.

Mississippi
Early Teal and 

Rail seasons Open 
september 13 

Fall is approaching, and with 
it comes Mississippi’s first duck 
hunting opportunity when the 
early teal season opens on Septem-
ber 13. The 16-day season will end 
on September 28. Hunters should 
make sure their hunting license is 
current for the 2014 - 2015 hunting 
season, complete with Harvest In-
formation Program (HIP) certifica-
tion for Mississippi. Hunters will 
also need to purchase state and 
federal waterfowl stamps. The bag 
limit for the September teal season 
is six birds per person per day (all 
teal species) with no more than 18 
in possession.

 Rail seasons also open Septem-
ber 13 and will end November 21. 
Birds included in these seasons 
are king, clapper, sora, and Vir-
ginia rails, as well as common and 
purple gallinules. The daily bag 
limit for clapper and king rails is 
15 singly or in aggregate, and the 
possession limit is 45 singly or in 
aggregate. The daily bag limit for 
gallinules is 15 singly or in ag-
gregate, and the possession limit 
is 45 singly or in aggregate. The 

daily bag limit for Virginia and 
sora rails is 25 singly or in aggre-
gate, and the possession limit is 75 
singly or in aggregate. Rails use 
similar habitats as teal, so hunters 
who learn how to identify these 
other migratory game birds may 
increase their chances for success.

Shooting hours are from 30 min-
utes prior to sunrise until sunset. 
Hunters should remember that 
non-toxic shot must be used for 
waterfowl hunting. In areas where 
hunters may have a chance to 
harvest waterfowl in addition to 
other migratory game birds, only 
non-toxic shot should be used for 
the day’s 

For more information regarding 
waterfowl in Mississippi, visit our 
website at www.mdwfp.com/wa-
terfowl or call us at (601) 432-2199. 

MissOuRi
MDC and Du to dedicate 

newly renovated Duck 
Creek Conservation Area

The Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) and Ducks 
Unlimited (DU) invite the public 
to attend a celebration and dedi-
cation of the Duck Creek Conser-
vation Area (CA) in Bollinger, 
Stoddard, and Wayne Counties, 

celebrating the renovations com-
pleted to date. The dedication 
will be held Oct. 11, at the area’s 
headquarters, beginning at 10 a.m.

“This will be a special day to cel-
ebrate our wetland restoration ef-
forts at Duck Creek Conservation 
Area.” said Matt Bowyer, MDC’s 
southeast wildlife regional super-
visor. “It will also be a special day 
as we recognize and say thank you 
to the people who’ve supported 
this project and made it possible.”

Plaques will be unveiled with 
names of recent Missouri Ducks 
Unlimited Greenwing Legacy 
members, as well as the names of 
Ducks Unlimited Major donors 
and others who gave generously 
to make the wetland restoration 
project possible as part of the 
Mingo Basin Partnership. There 
will also be a tour of recent project 
activities immediately following 
the dedication ceremony.

The Golden Anniversary Wet-
lands Initiative, launched in 2004, 
is an ambitious partnership to re-
habilitate and enhance wetlands at 
five of MDC’s oldest wetland con-
servation areas. Managers at these 
areas face an array of challenges 
as they have reached, or soon will 
reach, their 50th anniversary. The 
original infrastructure of these 
areas has outlived reasonable life 
expectancy, according to Bowyer. 
In addition, extreme landscape 
changes have had unforeseen 
and devastating effects on certain 
aspects of these areas. Moreover, 
the science and art of wetland 
management and engineering, de-
sign, and construction capabilities 
has drastically evolved from five 
decades ago.

“Projects like these are a testi-
mony to the relationship between 
Ducks Unlimited, their volunteers, 
the Missouri Department of Con-
servation and numerous other 
partners.” said Mark Flaspohler, 
DU manager of conservation. 
“This ‚ÄòBig Rivers’ part of the 
country is critical to waterfowl 
making the grand passage from the 

breeding grounds down to winter-
ing grounds to the south.”

Major efforts are necessary to 
restore the wetland management 
functionality of these areas, and 
their rehabilitation is the focus of 
Missouri’s Golden Anniversary 
Wetland Initiative, under the fol-
lowing objectives:

• Devise and finalize plans for 
rehabilitating MDC’s oldest wet-
land management areas.

• Incorporate 21st Century wet-
land and ecological science into res-
toration approaches while avoid-
ing a “repair” mentality in planning 
needed restorations.

• Assemble diverse partnerships 
necessary to fund the efforts.

• Implement the improvements/
modifications over the twelve year 
period from 2005-2017.

To get to the Duck Creek CA 
headquarters, take MO-74 W from 
Cape Girardeau (exiting off I-55) 
and drive 5 miles; turn left onto 
MO-25 S and drive 1.8 miles; at 
traffic circle, continue straight to 
stay on MO-25 S and drive 15.9 
miles to Advance Missouri; turn 
right onto State HWY C/S Ruth 
Street, continue to follow State 
Hwy C for 9.8 miles; turn left onto 
MO-51 S and drive approximately 
3.5 miles to Duck Creek Conserva-
tion Area Headquarters, destina-
tion will be located on your right.

For more information on Duck 
Creek CA, go to mdc.mo.gov.

Volunteer at parma 
Woods shooting Range 

honored for service
Parma Range Volunteer Dexter 

Delano
Dexter A. Delano enjoys people 

and the shooting sports, a combi-
nation that makes him an invalu-
able volunteer for programs at 
the Missouri Department of Con-
servation’s (MDC) Parma Woods 
Shooting Range near Parkville.

Delano, 74, of Leavenworth, 
was honored for his service on 
Wednesday, Sept. 21, with the 
presentation of a .22-caliber Henry 
Golden Boy lever-action rifle.

He is the first shooting range 
volunteer in Missouri to have 
served 2,000 hours, and now his 
volunteer time is more than 4,000 
hours, said Range Officer Scott 
Harrison.

“I like the people.” Delano said. 
“I’m retired and this is fun. This 
isn’t work.”

Delano started volunteering at 
the range in 2006. He especially 
enjoys archery and teaching oth-
ers how to shoot with bow and 
arrows. Also a firearms enthusiast, 
his favorite target shooting at the 
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