
37
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-916936
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

October/November 2014                                                     Now in our Twenty Third year                                             www.Bdarn.com October/November  2014                            We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                         www.Bdarn.com

Louisiana
White Lake Wetlands 

Conservation area 2014-
15 Marsh and Rice Field 
Waterfowl Lottery Hunts 

announced
The Louisiana Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 
is now accepting applications 
for 2014-15 marsh and rice field 
waterfowl lottery hunts on White 
Lake Wetlands Conservation Area 
(WCA) in Vermilion Parish. Marsh 
hunts are available on: Nov. 20, 24, 
26, 29 and 30; Dec. 22, 23, 27 and 
28; and Jan. 5, 13 and 15. Rice field 
hunts are available on: Nov. 15, 16, 
19, 22, 23, 25, 29 and 30; Dec. 2, 4, 
6, 7, 20, 21, 24, 27, 28 and 30; and 
Jan. 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, 11, 14, 16, 17, 
18, 20, 22, 24 and 25. Applicants 
must be 18 years of age or older 
and applications for both hunts 
must be received by 4:30 p.m. on 
Oct. 15, 2014. Applications may be 
obtained by contacting any of LD-
WF’s field offices or by visiting the 
LDWF website at http://www.
wlf.louisiana.gov/refuge/lottery-
applications . Completed applica-
tions may be delivered in person to 
the LDWF headquarters building 
at 2000 Quail Drive, Room 422, 
Baton Rouge, La., 70808 or by mail 
to the same address. Please note 
on envelope: Attention: White 
Lake Marsh (or Rice Field) Lottery 
Hunt, whichever is applicable. 
Each application must include a 
non-refundable $5 administrative 
fee. The $5 fee must be paid by 
a check or money order payable 
to the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries. Successful 
applicants will be notified by mail. 
Selected applicants will be al-
lowed two guests for the rice field 
hunts and one guest for the marsh 
hunts. An additional payment of 
$225 will be required for the rice 
field hunts and $350 for the marsh 
hunts. The Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries is charged with man-
aging and protecting Louisiana’s 

abundant natural resources. For 
more information, visit us at www.
wlf.louisiana.gov on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ldwffb or 
follow us on Twitter @LDWF. For 
more information on White Lake 
WCA marsh and rice field water-
fowl lottery hunts, contact Wayne 
Sweeney at 337-536-9400, ext. 1, or 
wsweeney@wlf.la.gov

MiCHiGan
Youth waterfowl 

hunts set for october, 
november at Michigan’s 
managed waterfowl hunt 

areas
The Department of Natural Re-

sources reminds hunters to bring 
their young hunters to one of 
Michigan’s managed waterfowl 
hunt areas in October and Novem-
ber for a memorable experience. 
Hunters can choose from several 
dates and locations. Parties with 
at least one youth will be given 
priority in the draw at all seven 
locations:

• Oct. 25 - Nayanquing Point 
Wildlife Area (afternoon hunt 
only) in Pinconning

• Oct. 26 - Muskegon County 
Wastewater (morning and after-
noon hunts) in Twin Lake

• Nov. 1 - Fish Point State Wild-
life Area (afternoon hunt only) in 
Unionville

• Nov. 1 - Fennville Farm Unit 
of the Allegan State Game Area 
(morning hunt only) in Fennville

• Nov. 8 - Shiawassee River State 
Game Area (afternoon hunt only) 
in St. Charles

• Nov. 9 - Pointe Mouillee State 
Game Area (morning hunt only) 
in Rockwood

• Nov. 14 - Harsens Island Man-
aged Hunt Area (afternoon hunt 
only) on Harsens Island

Drawings will occur at 5:30 a.m. 
for the youth morning hunts and 

at 11 a.m. for the youth afternoon 
hunts (except at Harsens Island, 
which takes place at 11:30 a.m.).

Youth priority drawings are 
available for hunting parties with 
at least one youth (16 and younger) 
and up to two adults (maximum 
party size is four). All youth par-
ticipating in these priority hunts 
must be properly licensed to hunt. 
Youth hunters 9 years old and 
younger must be accompanied by 
a qualified Mentored Youth Hunt-
ing Program mentor.

Minnesota
Who is Minnesota 

typical grouse hunter?
A hunter with a blaze orange 

cap and a shotgun keeps an eye 
on a dog bounding through the 
underbrush, trailing the scent of 
grouse. Bright yellow aspen leaves 
frame the trail. It’s a common au-
tumn scene in Minnesota, a fitting 
postcard for much of the central 
and northern reaches of the state. 

But who is the typical hunter in 
this picture?

A first-of-its-kind scientific sur-
vey of Minnesota grouse hunters 
done in 2011 by the Department 
of Natural Resources sheds some 
light on this question and other in-
formation about the habits, prefer-
ences and tendencies of the state’s 
nearly 100,000 grouse hunters.

In this state, a grouse hunter is 
most commonly college-educated, 
hunts in October on state forest 
land, and is willing to travel as far 
as 120 miles from home to hunt, 
according to the survey. To the 
grouse hunter, far more valuable 
than bagging a limit of grouse is 
being able to get away from the 
crowds and enjoy the outdoors.

“This survey has proved valu-
able as we decide where to spend 
dollars that come from hunting 
and fishing license sales.” said Ted 
Dick, DNR ruffed grouse special-
ist. “For example, knowing that 

hunters value access to state forest 
lands helps direct focus on hunter 
walking trails or doing grouse 
habitat work in those areas.”

The survey also shows how 
hunters may already be boosting 
local economies in areas with good 
access to grouse hunting. Slightly 
more than half of all grouse hunt-
ers live in the Twin Cities metro 
area, and hunters from the metro 
area travel an average of 119 miles 
to hunt grouse, though they are 
willing to trav-
el as far as 153 
miles to hunt. 
The most pop-
ular counties 
among hunters 
statewide were 
St. Louis, Itasca, 
Cass and Aitkin 
counties, with 
P ine  County 
a lso  popular 
among metro 
r e s p o n d e n t s 
and Beltrami 
popular among 
Greater Min-
nesota respon-
dents.

On average, 
62 percent of 
hunters state-
wide took over-
night or multi-
ple-day trips to 
hunt grouse. In-
dividual grouse 
hunters report-
ed spending an 
average of $417 
on grouse hunting in one season.

“Hunting is important to Minne-
sota’s economy, grouse is Minne-
sota’s No. 1 game bird and hunters 
spend money on travel, lodging 
and gear.” said Jenifer Wical, of the 
DNR outreach section. “Our state 
is a grouse hunting destination 
for both Minnesotans and hunters 
from out-of-state.”

The survey further showed that 
41 percent of grouse hunters who 
live in the metropolitan area re-

ported having children younger 
than 19 living at home, but only 39 
percent of those children hunted 
grouse with a parent in 2010. 
Thirty-six percent of households 
in greater Minnesota had children 
younger than 19 at home, yet 53 
percent of those children hunted 
grouse with a parent in 2010.

“We know it’s important to re-
cruit new hunters and keep exist-
ing hunters going back to continue 
providing quality outdoor op-

portunities.” Dick said. “Whether 
travel distances or time committed 
to other activities interfere, fewer 
children are getting the hands-on 
experiences from their parents that 
help build and appreciation and 
understanding of the outdoors.”

Yet, barriers to starting grouse 
hunting can be relatively low. Un-
like some types of hunting, grouse 
hunting requires little investment. 
Hunters need only a blaze-orange 
hat or vest, a shotgun, a sturdy 

pair of boots, a valid small-game 
license and a willingness to walk. 
And the ruffed grouse season 
is long, stretching from Sept. 13 
through Sunday, Jan. 4.

This year, spring drumming 
counts showed encouraging signs, 
increasing 34 percent from 2013, 
possibly signaling the start of an 
upswing in the 10-year grouse 
cycle that since 2009 has been in 
the declining phase.

“We have tremendous opportu-
nity in Minnesota to experience 
the outdoors through grouse 
hunting.” Dick said. “There’s no 
better time to start than this year.”

The DNR grouse hunter survey 
is available online.

Good waterfowl opener 
expected this weekend
When Minnesota’s regular 

waterfowl season opens one-half 
hour before sunrise on Saturday, 
Sept. 27, hunting is likely to be 
good, according to the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources. 

“The number of breeding ducks 
this spring was very high based 
on the continental duck breeding 
population surveys.” said Steve 
Cordts, DNR waterfowl special-
ist. “In addition, recruitment, or 
the number of young ducks that 
hatched, was also good this year 
based on reports we’ve heard. 
These young ducks comprise a 
large percentage of duck hunters’ 
bags during the fall.”

Wetland conditions were fa-
vorable and the total continental 
breeding population of all ducks 
combined was more than 49 mil-
lion ducks, which is 8 percent 
above last year and 43 percent 
above long-term averages, Cordts 
said. However, duck numbers can 
fluctuate widely at this time of 
year for a variety of reasons.

“Some species like blue-winged 
teal and wood ducks are very 
early migrants and many move 
south even before the season 
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