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were once on display. Reports 
from the field found hunter use of 
food plots on public land nearly 
all positive with the only com-
plaints that there weren’t more 
opportunities on more land. The 
Department of Natural Resources 
has developed more than 400 food 
plots on 114 public areas across the 
state. The food plots range in size 
from only a few acres on up to 10 
acres to accommodate growing 
hunter interest. ”Dove hunting is 
very much catching on in the area 
and the number of hunters and the 
excitement show it.” said Matthew 
Washburn, conservation officer 
for Cerro Gordo County. “All the 
hunters I contacted were very 
happy, only complaint I heard was 
that they wished more plots ex-
isted to help distribute the hunters 
and provide more opportunity.” 
That sentiment was shared from 
wildlife biologists and officers 
from across the state: more hunters 
were out, bagging limits of doves 
and enjoying the experience. ”At 
one time there were at least 13 ve-
hicles in the parking lot and along 
the road. There actually could 
have been more-we saw several 
vehicles drive to the parking lot 
and then keep going.” said Pete 
Hildreth, southwest Iowa district 
supervisor for the DNR’s Wild-
life Bureau. ”Hunter comments 
combined with the empty store 
shelves before the dove opener 
tell me that the word is out on 
Iowa’s dove season.” said Ken 
Lonneman, conservation officer 
in Wright and Hancock counties. 
”We probably had three times the 
number of hunters than we’ve had 
in the last few years.” said Matt 
Dollison, wildlife biologist for the 
DNR in southwest Iowa. ”We had 
areas in Muscatine, Lee and Scott 
counties that had a lot of hunt-
ers and a lot of doves shot.” said 
Bill Ohde, southeast Iowa district 
supervisor for the DNR’s Wildlife 
Bureau. In the Maquoketa Wild-
life Unit, one five acre plot had 70 
hunters on it, and at Lost Grove 
Lake, an estimated 100 vehicles 

were parked with hunters spread 
among the area’s nine food plots.

“We had a great dove opener.” 
said Curt Kemmerer, wildlife bi-
ologist for the DNR in east central 
Iowa. “Muskrat Slough, Buffalo 
Creek, Whitewater and Lost Grove 
Lake were extremely busy and 
most hunters shot limits or close 
to it.” 

Iowa’s dove season is open 
through Nov. 9.

KANSAS
17th ANNUAL 

YOUTH & WOMEN‚ 
PHEASANT HUNT 

AT WACONDA LAKE 
NOVEMBER 22ND

Event provides outstanding 
hunting opportunities for new 
young and women hunters

If you want to learn more about 
hunting but don’t know where to 
start, the 17

 Annual Youth & Women’s 
Pheasant Hunt At Waconda Lake 
might be for you. The Kansas De-
partment of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism (KDWPT) and sponsor-
ing partners will conduct the 2014 
pheasant hunting event for youth 
and women at Waconda Lake on 
Saturday, Nov. 22. Designed to 
provide women and youth new 
to hunting with a safe and pro-
ductive 
i n i t i a -
tion into 
h u n t -
ing, the 
e v e n t 
will be-
gin in at 
7:15 am 
w i t h 
b r e a k -
f a s t 
a t  t h e 

Hopewell Church basement in 
Glen Elder State Park. Breakfast 
will be followed by a pre-hunt 
safety talk and participants will 
be divided into hunting groups. 
The hunters, guides, and men-
tors will then head out to various 
refuge areas (where a very limited 
amount of hunting is allowed) 
around Waconda Lake and hunt 
for the remainder of the morning 
and early afternoon. A noon meal 
will be provided by the Waconda 
Lake Association.

Women of any age and youth 
ages 11 , 16 are encouraged to ap-
ply for this hunt, which is geared 
toward providing a comfortable 
and positive hunting environment 
for new or inexperienced hunters. 
Previous hunting experience is not 
required, and some shotguns and 
ammunition can be provided to 
applicants who do not have access 
to their own equipment. To apply, 
contact the Glen Elder Area Office 
at 785-545-3345 (8:00 , 4:30 week-
days) by Monday, Nov.10. Up to 
40 applicants will be selected to 
participate in the hunt. 

This year ’s new format will 
divide participants into groups 
based on their hunting experience 
and skill levels. The most inex-
perienced hunters will start their 
activities with some basic field 
safety exercises and trap shooting, 
then progress pheasant hunting 
later in the day. Participants who 
have some prior pheasant hunting 

experience will spend more time 
in the field.

A unique aspect of this event 
is that each group of pheasant 
hunters will get to hunt alongside 
hero/celebrities who have been 
invited to serve as hunting men-
tors. These individuals may be 
former professional athletes, TV 
personalities, or military person-
nel who have recently returned 
from deployment.

Trap shooting will be available 
for hunters to work on refining 
their shooting skills. From 1:30 
p.m.-4:00 p.m. the trap shooting 
will also be open to the general 
public. The trap shooting area will 
be located immediately west of the 
KDWPT Glen Elder Area Office. 
Everyone is encouraged to bring 
novice shooters with them.

All participants will receive a 
commemorative T-shirt that recog-
nizes event sponsors. Each of the 
youth hunters will also receive a 
prize bag containing several items 
of “essential” outdoor gear for 
beginning hunters.

Additionally, a hunters’ banquet 
is planned for Saturday night. The 
banquet will include a meal, recog-
nition of event sponsors and part-
ners, and opportunity for hunters, 
mentors and the hero/celebrities 
to interact. All event participants 
are invited to attend and will be 
asked to RSVP for the banquet 
when they sign up for the hunt.

Extra volunteers will be needed 
for the event to serve as hunting 
and instructional mentors. For 
further questions concerning the 
event or if you would like to be 
involved, please contact Chris 
Lecuyer at the KDWPT Glen Elder 
Area Office 785-545-3345.

PHEASANTS FOREVER 
TO HOST YOUTH 

UPLAND HUNT OCT. 
18

The hunt is held in memory of 
Darrell Brown and Lavern Stieben

HAYS , It’s easy to let a hectic 
schedule get in the way of making 
time for the outdoors, and all too 
often youth miss out on experienc-
ing one of Kansas’ greatest assets 
, its hunting heritage. In an effort 
to introduce youth to the long-
standing tradition of upland bird 
hunting, The Smoky Hill Pheas-
ants Forever Chapter #424, Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism (KDWPT), and the Hunt-
ing Heritage Group invite hunters 
age 12-18 to participate in the 9th 
Annual Darrell Brown-Lavern 
Stieben Memorial Youth Upland 
Hunt Oct. 18, 2014. There is no cost 
to participate. 

The hunt will take place at Hays 
City Sportsman Club, 5810 230th 
Ave., Hays, where each hunter will 
have the opportunity to harvest at 
least four birds while hunting over 
experienced pointing dogs. 

Apart from the hunt, partici-
pants will also learn about hunting 
with pointing dogs; field safety; 
how hunting dogs are trained; 
gun handling; how to clean and 
prepare birds; and what makes 
good upland bird habitat. The 
D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education) program will also be 
incorporated into the event.

Special hunts such as this are 
part of Pass It On, KDWPT’s 
hunter recruitment and retention 
program. This program addresses 
the need to recruit new hunters 
and retain existing hunters to en-
sure the future of hunting. 

For more information, and to 
register for this hunt, contact 
Shayne Wilson at (785) 628-1415, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.

KENTUCKY
New public hunting area 
opens in Pulaski County 

More than 800 acres in eastern 
Pulaski County is now open for 
public hunting.

The Ping-Sinking Valley Wild-
life Management Area (WMA) 
features a unique network of 
underground streams within the 
Buck Creek watershed. 

The 805-acre WMA includes 
forested ridges and valleys. Ap-
proximately 54 acres of the prop-
erty consists of openings scattered 
throughout the tract. The terrain 
is steep, with a 400-foot eleva-
tion gain between the valleys and 
ridges.

 Ping-Sinking Valley WMA has 
moderate to good populations of 
deer, turkey, squirrels, furbearers 
and songbirds. The area is open for 
archery, crossbow and youth deer 
seasons. It is open under statewide 
regulations for all other hunting 
seasons.

Travel through the area is by 
walking only. ATVs and horseback 
riding are not allowed. The area is 
not open for camping.

This long, narrow WMA is lo-
cated east of Somerset and has 
three parking areas. The western 
lot is located off KY 1677 (Public 
Road). The middle lot is located 
off Bullock Cemetery Road. The 
easternmost lot is located off Up-
per Line Creek Road.

A map and directions to park-
ing areas may be found online 
at the website of the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources at fw.ky.gov.

The property was purchased 
through the Kentucky Wetland 
and Stream Mitigation Fund to 
help protect the underground 
streams in the area.
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