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”I think public attitudes about 
prescribed fire have changed to 
be more favorable.” Sisson said. 
Council partners range from the 
Georgia Forestry Commission and 
the state Department of Natural 
Resources’ Wildlife Resources 
Division to federal agencies such 
as the U.S. Forest Service, con-
servation organizations like The 
Nature Conservancy, quail planta-
tions and private landowners and 
managers. The meeting is open to 
the public. Registration at the door 
is $25 per person. Students can 
register for $10 with their student 
identification.

Learn more about the meeting 
and the Georgia Prescribed Fire 
Council at www.garxfire.com/
events.htm.

More on Prescribed Fire
• Georgia Prescribed Fire Coun-

cil, www.garxfire.com
• GoodFires.org, www.good-

fires.org
• Visit My Forest, www.visitmy-

forest.org
• Georgia Forestry Commis-

sion, www.gfc.state.ga.us/forest-
management/prescribed-fire

• Georgia DNR Wildlife Re-
sources Division, www.geor-
giawildlife.com/conservation/
prescribed-fire

Idaho
sharp-tailed grouse season 

opens this week
The sharp-tailed grouse season 

opens Wednesday, October 1, and 
runs through October 31, with a 
daily bag limit of two birds and 
a possession limit of six. The 
season is open only in eastern 
Idaho in these areas: Bingham and 
Clark counties east of Interstate 
15, Franklin, Fremont, Jefferson 
County east of Interstate 15, Madi-
son, and Teton counties, Bonnev-
ille County east of Interstate 15, 
Bannock County east of Interstate 
15 and south of Interstate 86, Bear 

L a k e , 
C a r i -
b o u , 
C a s s i a 
County 
east of 
I n t e r -
state 84 
and that 
portion 
west of 
I n t e r -
state 84 
s o u t h 
o f  t h e 
M a l t a -
Sublett 
R o a d 
and east 
o f  t h e 
M a l t a -
Strevell 
R o a d , 
F r a n k -
l i n , 
Oneida, 
a n d 
P o w e r 
County 
s o u t h 
o f  I n -
terstate 
86. Any 
person 
hunting 
sharp-tailed grouse must have a 
valid 2014 Idaho hunting license 
with a sage/sharp-tailed grouse 
permit validation at $4.75. The 
permit allows better monitoring of 
the harvest of this game bird. It is 
available at Fish and Game license 
vendors, regional offices or online 
at https://id.outdoorcentral.us/. 
All hunters are encouraged to 
refer to the upland game rules 
brochures for hunt details on sea-
sons, limits and rules, available 
at all license vendors, Fish and 
Game offices and online at: http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/
docs/rules/uplandBird.pdf.

IoWa
Think Safety Before 

opening day
Hunters heading to the field for 

the opening weekend of pheasant 
season are encouraged to review 
safe hunting practices before they 
head out.

Megan Wisecup, hunter educa-
tion administrator with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, 
said hunters should get reac-
quainted with the techniques used 
to hunt pheasants , be sure to walk 
in a straight line and know where 
members of the hunting party 
are at all times, especially in low 
visibility areas like terraces, tall 
switch grass and standing corn. 

“Go through the zones of fire 

with each member of the hunting 
party, talk about avoiding target 
fixation and swinging on game.” 
Wisecup said. “Wear plenty of 
blaze orange especially on the up-
per one third of your body. We are 
encouraging hunters to wear more 
blaze orange than the minimum 
required. The goal is to be seen by 
other hunters. 

“The top pheasant hunting 
incidents all are related to not be-
ing seen. The shooter swings on a 
rooster, the victim is out of sight of 
the shooter or the rooster flew be-
tween the shooter and the victim.”

Wisecup said safety also extends 
to the canine companions. 

“Avoid low shots to prevent 
injuring your hunting dog.” she 
said. 

“The hunting plan and safety 
practices are all part of a respon-
sible hunt. The goal at the end of 
the day is for everyone to return 
home safely.”

Pheasant hunting related inci-
dents 

2013: 1
2012: 3
2011: 3
2010: 2
2009: 3

Tips for a Safe hunt
 Iowa law requires hunters to 

wear at least one of the following 
articles of visible, external apparel 
with at least 50 percent of its sur-
face area solid blaze orange: hat, 
cap, vest, coat, jacket, sweatshirt, 
shirt or coveralls. 

 Hunters should stay in com-
munication with each other and 
to stay in a straight line while 
pushing a field. Conservation of-
ficers have investigated a number 
of incidents where hunters have 
been in a semicircle and had been 
shooting towards one-another. 

 Discuss the hunting plan that 
spells out how the hunt will take 
place, each person’s role in the 

hunt and where each person will 
be at all times. 

 Know exactly where standers 
will be located, especially when 
hunting standing corn or tall 
switch grass. Too often the stand-
ers get shot by the pushers as they 
near the end of the field and the 
birds begin to flush.

 Make sure to unload the gun 
when crossing a fence or other 
obstacle to avoid it accidentally 
discharging.

 Properly identify the target and 
what is beyond it. This will be es-
pecially important for the next few 
weeks if hunting in fields that still 
have standing corn.

 If hunting with a dog, never 
lay a loaded gun against a fence. 
Hunting dogs are usually excited 
to be in the field and could knock 
the gun over causing it to dis-
charge. 

 Share the hunt. Take someone 
new along to help keep Iowa’s 
great hunting tradition alive.

7 Things You Need to 
Know Before hunting 

Public Land

Opening Weekend Look-Back 
at Special September Teal Season 
Posted: 09/09/2014 

Busy Saturday; slower on Sun-
day. With the best yet to come? 
That pretty well describes the 
opening weekend of Iowa’s early 
teal season and a peek into the next 
few days. ”Some hunters had their 
limit in 15 minutes, others did not 
do as well.” reviewed Orrin Jones, 
DNR waterfowl biologist. “That 
cold front just ahead of the Sat-
urday opener brought a big push 
of migrating birds.” With cooler 
weather moving across Iowa this 
week, Jones sees the best teal 
hunting in the days ahead. “This 
should be the leading edge of the 
migration.” In east central Iowa, 
conservation officer Aric Sloterdyk 

ran into similar results, in the 
Chain of Lakes area along the Ce-
dar River. ”No limits, but people 
had ducks. A group of four guys I 
checked had 15.” said Sloterdyk. 
This 16-day teal only season is in 
addition to Iowa’s regular, 60-day 
split duck season, which gets un-
derway in a few weeks. Iowa has 
begun a three year experiment, 
to see if hunters prefer and can 
identify the early migrating teal, 
.many of which have migrated, 
by the traditional duck opener. 
Reports, though, from law en-
forcement officers and wildlife 
workers in the field during the 
teal opener, indicate there is room 
for improvement. ”Hunters have 
to identify that duck coming in as 
a teal. This is a teal only season.” 
stressed Jones. “Also, shooting 
starts at sunrise. That is different 
from the regular duck season, and 
other fall hunting seasons. Early 
teal hunters need to be familiar 
with the regulations of this new 
season.” ”Overall, I had a couple 
issues. I wrote four tickets, includ-
ing one, after a mallard was shot in 
front of me.” agreed Sloterdyk. He 
also heard early shooting, noting 
it could not all have come from 
dove hunters or urban zone goose 
hunters. Their regulations allow 
shots a half hour before sunrise. 
The future of the early teal season 
will depend on hunter compli-
ance, overall preference, and on 
their duck identification skills. ”If I 
could reinforce anything, it would 
be ‚Äòknow your duck, before 
you shoot,’ emphasizes Sloterdyk. 
“Also, be aware of local sunrise.” 
Video and other information 
which details the new teal regula-
tions can be found on the DNR 
website; www.iowadnr.gov/teal.

dove Season opener 
Recap

Iowa’s dove hunting season 
continues to increase in popularity 
as judged by busy wildlife areas 
with full parking lots and empty 
store shelves where dove loads 
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