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take you to just about anywhere 
you would like to go in Arizona 
-- a great excuse for exploring and 
enjoying the outdoors. 

Want to get great hunting tips, 
seasonal outlooks, hunting dates, 
recipes and more? Visit www.
azgfd.gov/hunting and choose 
“small game outlook.” 

For regulations on small game, 
visit www.azgfd.gov/regs/main-
regs.pdf. For regulations on water-
fowl, visit www.azgfd.gov/regs/
waterfowlregs.pdf.

ARKANSAS
Outdoor Hotline” to 

feature deer and duck 
season forecast 

Arkansas’s modern gun deer 
and waterfowl seasons are fast 
approaching. If you’d like to find 
out what the season forecast looks 
like, then tune in Oct. 30 to AETN 
for the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission’s “Outdoor Hotline.” 
The show begins at 7 p.m. 

The AGFC’s public affairs coor-
dinator Steve “Wild Man” Wilson 
will be the moderator. “We’ll be fo-
cusing on whitetails and ducks but 
we’ll mix in a little about feral hogs 
and bears.” Wilson said. “Out-
doors enthusiasts can call in their 
questions and comments about 
hunting or anything else deal-
ing with the great outdoors. It is 

better to 
get your 
q u e s -
t i o n s 
a n -
swered 
a b o u t 
r u l e s 
and reg-
ulations 
n o w 
r a t h e r 
t h a n 
have a 
wildlife 
o f f i c e r 
educate 

you in the field and charge you 
for it. Those lessons can be costly.” 
Wilson added. 

Need a place to hunt? 
Check out AGFC

Help. Modern gun deer season 
is just around the corner, and you 
don’t have a place to hunt. 

It will cost $40, but this problem 
can be solved quickly with a per-
mit to hunt leased lands from the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion. The permits are available to 
anyone and can be bought online 
at agfc.com as well as at any Game 
and Fish Commission office or 
license dealer. 

The nine leased land wildlife 
management areas total about 
275,000 acres. They are Casey 
Jones Wildlife Management Area 
in south Arkansas, Cherokee 
WMA and Jim Kress WMA in 
north-central and west-central 
Arkansas and Big Timber WMA, 
Gum Flat WMA, Howard County 
WMA, Lake Greeson WMA, Provo 
WMA and Lafayette County WMA 
in southwest Arkansas. 

All of these areas have deer as 
well as other game. The leased 
land permits are required for 
hunting, trapping and camping. A 
separate permit is needed for each 
leased land area. Youths under 16 
are not required to have permits, 
and maps of the leased areas are 
available with the purchase of 

permits. Permits are valid for one 
year from date of purchase. 

For many years, the AGFC has 
leased land from timber com-
panies and other landowners to 
provide low-cost hunting oppor-
tunities particularly in portions 
of the state where fewer public 
hunting areas are available. Most 
of the use on these lands is from 
deer hunting, but other activities 
take place as well. Some areas have 
excellent squirrel hunting much of 
the year, as well as turkey hunting 
in the spring. 

The leased land program is an 
effort by the Game and Fish Com-
mission to help out hunters who 
don’t have access to land of their 
own or land of friends and rela-
tives and who may not be able to 
afford hunting club costs. 

Persons wanting more informa-
tion about a leased land manage-
ment area are advised to first check 
online for information and maps 
then to pay an actual visit or scout-
ing trip to the area. Leased land 
management areas are separate 
deer zones. More information on 
hunting regulations for each area 
can be found in the 2014-15 Hunt-
ing Guidebook. 

Some leased land areas also have 
appealing backcountry camping 
opportunities outside of hunting 
seasons. 

CDFW to Hold Public 
Workshop on Phasing 
Out Lead Ammunition for 
Hunting 

The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) will 
hold a public workshop to discuss 
phasing out lead ammunition for 
hunting in a way that is least dis-
ruptive to hunters. The workshop 
will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 25 at Richmond Elementary 
School, 700-585 Richmond Road 
East, Susanville, CA 96130 from 
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

A CDFW representative will 
detail the proposed implementa-
tion plan, which is summarized 
on the CDFW website. Following 
the short presentation, there will 
be an opportunity to ask ques-
tions and discuss opportunities for 
public input during the Fish and 
Game Commission’s regulatory 
approval process. 

Last year, Governor Jerry Brown 
signed AB 711 requiring that the 
Commission adopt a regulation 
to phase out lead ammunition for 
hunting in the state no later than 
July 1, 2015, with full implemen-
tation of the ban to occur no later 
than July 1, 2019. Governor Brown 
has directed CDFW and the Com-
mission to work with all interested 
parties in order to produce a regu-
lation that is least disruptive to the 
hunting community.

In order to determine what is 
least disruptive to hunters, CDFW 
has been reaching out to interested 
parties this year in a number of 
ways, including question and 
answer sessions at sportsmen’s 
shows, meetings with hunting 
organizations and a series of 
public workshops throughout the 
state. Workshops were held in 
Ventura in April, Eureka in June, 
and Redding and Sacramento 
in July, San Diego, Fresno and 
Rancho Cucamonga in August. 
CDFW presented its draft regula-
tions, as modified by public input 
from these workshops, to the 
Commission’s Wildlife Resources 
Committee on September 17 in 
Sacramento. Interested, individu-
als and organizations may email 
comments to the Fish and Game 
Commission at fgc@fgc.ca.gov 
(please use “Nonlead Implemen-
tation” in the subject line) or mail 
hard copy correspondence to: 

California Fish and Game Com-
mission P.O. Box 944209 Sacra-
mento, CA 94244-2090

COLORADO
What’s that duck?” Barr 
Lake hosts waterfowl ID 
workshop in the Springs 

Join Barr Lake State Park and 
bird experts from Ducks Unlim-
ited and Rocky Mountain Bird Ob-
servatory for a free class designed 
to help birding enthusiasts and 
hunters identify waterfowl spe-
cies commonly found in Colorado. 
This hands-on workshop will be 
held Saturday, Oct. 18 from 9 a.m. 
to noon at the Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife Southeast Region Office in 
Colorado Springs. The free work-
shop will feature both classroom 
and outdoor activities, including:

• a presentation on how to dis-
tinguish one type of duck from 
another 

• a duck wing identification 
game 

• a duck spotting walk
 The workshop is suitable for 

people with all levels of skill, 
from beginning birders and nov-
ice hunters to more experienced 
birders and hunters who want to 
sharpen their duck identification 
skills. Children are welcome if 
accompanied by an adult. A por-
tion of the workshop will be held 
outdoors so wear sturdy shoes 
or boots and be prepared for the 
weather. To register for the work-
shop call Tyler Edmondson at 
303-659-4348 ext. 15 or email tyler.
edmondson@rmbo.org. Space is 
limited so sign up early. WHAT: 
“What’s That Duck” Waterfowl 
Identification Workshop WHEN: 
Saturday, October 18, 9 a.m. to 
noon WHERE: Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife Southeast Region 
Office, 4255 Sinton Rd. Colorado 
Springs

GeORGIA
Prescribed Fire Council 

Addresses Burning 
Issues in Annual 

Meeting
Promoting the vital role of con-

trolled burning, a sometimes-
misunderstood practice, is on the 
agenda for the next annual meet-
ing of the Georgia Prescribed Fire 
Council.

The meeting is set for Thursday, 
Sept. 25, at the University of Geor-
gia’s Tifton Campus Conference 
Center in Tifton. Topics include 
improving deer habitat with pre-
scribed fire, resources for fire prac-
titioners and ignition techniques, 
among others.

The Georgia Prescribed Fire 
Council, which began as a regional 
effort to unite prescribed fire prac-
titioners in southwest Georgia, has 
served as a statewide platform for 
prescribed fire advocacy and pub-
lic education since January 2007.

Prescribed fire is a safe way to 
apply a natural process, ensure 
ecosystem health and reduce the 
risk of wildfires. While critical 
for fire-dependent natural com-
munities and many rare species, 
it is also one of the most effective, 
efficient and economical ways to 
manage Georgia’s forest lands and 
ecosystems. Council Chair Clay 
Sisson said the annual meeting 
is an opportunity for prescribed 
fire professionals from around 
the state to learn, network and 
most importantly “stay current 
on what the issues are year to 
year.” Those issues vary from air 
quality to wildfires. But Sisson, a 
Georgia-based wildlife biologist 
with Tall Timbers Research Sta-
tion and Land Conservancy, said 
the Georgia council and others 
“have done a pretty good job” of 
promoting prescribed fire’s role in 
restoring fire-adapted habitats and 
lowering wildfire risks. Prescribed 
fires reduce the accumulation 
of brush that can fuel wildfires. 
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