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State News

AlAbAmA
latest Forever Wild land 

Trust Tract located in 
Dothan

Recently, the Forever Wild Land 
Trust acquired 387 acres within 
the city limits of Dothan, Ala., 
in Houston County. The tract is 
located along Beaver Creek and 
will feature recreational trails that 
will be developed and maintained 
through a partnership between 
the State Lands Division and the 
City of Dothan. Trail planning will 
begin this fall and carry over into 
early 2015. Trail construction is 
scheduled to begin in September 
2015. 

State Lands Division Director 
Patti Powell said her staff is ex-
cited about the addition of a rec-
reational tract in the southeastern 
part of the state because it will 
offer thousands of area residents 
access to the outdoors and provide 
potential tourism opportunities 
for Dothan and the surrounding 
Wiregrass area.

“This was a strong nomination 
because of the donation of 132 
acres from the City of Dothan, 
Wiregrass Investments and Wells 
Fargo.” Powell said. “Addition-
ally, the City of Dothan has offered 
to partner with the Forever Wild 
Board of Trustees and the State 
Lands Division to develop, build 
and assist in the maintenance of 
recreational trails on the property. 
The potential for future trails and 
trailheads added to the strength of 
the nomination. We look forward 
to working with Dothan in the 
management of this property.”

The Forever Wild Land Trust 
began in 1992 with the passing of 
Alabama Constitutional Amend-
ment 543. This amendment was 

passed by 83 percent of voters 
during that year’s general election. 
The constitutional amendment 
provided funding for this state 
land acquisition program for 20 
years. During the 2012 general 
election, Alabama voters again 
passed a constitutional amend-
ment reauthorizing the funding 
of the Forever Wild Land Trust 
program for another 20 years.

During its first 21 plus years, the 
Forever Wild Land Trust program 
completed the acquisition of 112 
tracts of land totaling more than 
242,000 acres. These public lands 
are found within 26 of Alabama’s 
67 counties providing Alabamians 
and out of state visitors with op-
portunities for hunting, fishing, 
hiking, trail riding, wildlife view-
ing and other outdoor enjoyment 
as well as preserving the state’s 
natural heritage. All of this acre-
age is public land managed as 
nature preserve/recreation areas, 
additions to wildlife management 
areas and additions to Alabama 
State Parks.

AlASKA
Waterfowl Regulations 

booklets Contain Prince 
William Sound Goose 

Season Error
Prince William Sound waterfowl 

hunters need to be aware of an 
error concerning hunting seasons 
for Canada geese in the 2014-2015 
Alaska Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations Summary booklets.

On page 19 of the hard-copy 
booklets for the Gulf Coast Zone, 
Footnote 4 should read:

“Unit 5, Canada goose season is 
Sept. 28 , Dec. 16. Possession limits 
are 3X the daily bag limit. Unit 6 

(except Middleton Island) Canada 
goose season is Sept. 28 , Dec. 16. 
Possession limits are 2X the daily 
bag limit.”

This language has been changed 
in the online version of the 2014-
2015 summary at http://www.
adfg.alaska.gov/static/regula-
tions/wildliferegulations/pdfs/
waterfowl.pdf to include the cor-
rect language. Unfortunately, the 
hard-copy booklets were printed 
before the error was discovered.

Hunters with questions regard-
ing this year’s waterfowl hunt-
ing regulations should contact 
State Waterfowl Coordinator Dan 
Rosenberg at (907) 267-2453, or 
dan.rosenberg@alaska.gov.

Waterfowl Regulations 
for 2014 Include Good 

News for Goose Hunters
Alaska goose hunters will be 

allowed larger bag limits this 
season, depending upon where 
in the state they hunt and what 
goose species they pursue, thanks 
to changes in the 2014-2015 migra-
tory bird hunting regulations.

Canada geese (including cack-
ling geese) and white-fronted 
geese , previously managed to-
gether under “dark goose” regula-
tions , are now split into separate 
categories, allowing hunters to 
take limits of each species. For 
example, in the Gulf Coast Zone 
where dark goose limits last sea-
son were a combined four birds 
per day, hunters this year can 
harvest four Canada geese and 
four white-fronted geese per day.

Other changes to this year’s mi-
gratory bird hunting regulations 
include:

• Increased bag limits for white-
fronted geese in western Alaska’s 
Game Management Unit 18. Hunt-
ers there will be allowed eight 
whited-fronted geese per day and 
24 in possession

• Canada goose hunters in 

GMUs 6B, 6C, and on Hinchin-
brook and Hawkins Islands in 
GMU 6D will not need registra-
tion permits this year. Registra-
tion permits are still needed to 
hunt Canada geese on Middleton 
Island.

• A change to the definition 
of “edible meat” affects hunters 
who take swans, geese (including 
brant) and sandhill cranes. For 
these species, hunters must sal-
vage the meat of the breast, legs 
and thighs (femur, tibiotarsus, 
and fibula). Salvage requirements 
for ducks and snipe have not 
changed.

Separate Canada goose and 
white-fronted goose regulations 
will allow additional harvest 
of white-fronted geese while 
maintaining traditional Canada 
goose hunting opportunities. 
Alaska hunters will benefit from 
this change which is primarily 
intended to increase the harvest 
of white-fronted geese in the 
Lower 48. The Pacific population 
of white-fronted geese has been 
increasing over the last 30 years, 
is well above the population ob-
jective, and has led to increased 
complaints of agricultural damage 
on wintering and staging areas.

Dusky Canada goose popu-
lations in the Copper 
River Delta and eastern 
Prince William Sound 
have increased from 
a low of 6,700 in 2009 
to more than 15,000 in 
2014. The three-year av-
erage population index 
used for management 
purposes is 13,700 birds. 
As a result, the registra-
tion permit program for 
Canada geese has been 
canceled in GMUs 6B, 
6C, and on Hinchin-
brook and Hawkins 
Islands in GMU 6D. 
The daily bag limit for 
Canada geese, includ-
ing cackling geese, is 
four birds with posses-

sion limits of eight.
The Alaska Board of Game 

moved to expand the definition 
of “edible meat” with regard to 
swans, geese and cranes at the 
statewide meeting in March. The 
revision was reached in response 
to public proposals and testimony.

Waterfowl hunting seasons open 
on September 1 in many parts of 
the state and hard copies of the 
2014-2015 Migratory Bird Hunt-
ing Regulations Summary booklet 
will be available soon at Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game of-
fices and outdoor sports retailers. 
The new regulations are currently 
available online at: http://www.
adfg.alaska.gov/static/regula-
tions/wildliferegulations/pdfs/
waterfowl.pdf. 

Licenses and Alaska state duck 
stamps can be purchased online 
at: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/
index.cfm?adfg=license.main .

ARIZONA
Small game season is 

here: Have you been out 
in the field yet?

Cooler temperatures signal the 
arrival of fall, and Oct. 3 marked 
the season opener for many of Ari-

zona’s 

wild pursuits. From quail and 
rabbit in the desert, to squirrels 
and ducks in the high country, 
fall hunting represents outdoor 
recreation at its best.

Quail and rabbit can be hunted 
in the open spaces of the lower 
desert up to the rolling hills of 
scrub oaks and manzanita bush 
of the mid-level desert. Squir-
rel hunting provides the perfect 
reason to escape to the crisp air of 
the ponderosa pine forests in the 
mountain region during the beau-
tiful fall colors. And if you’re a 
waterfowl hunter, look for above-
average duck numbers this year. 
The general waterfowl season in 
the mountain zone started on Oct. 
3; the season in the desert zone 
starts on Oct. 17.

Small game and waterfowl hunt-
ing offer affordable, healthy out-
door recreation, exciting hunting 
pursuits, and the original organic 
table-fare. 

Best yet, the equipment needed 
to hunt small game is minimal, 
requiring a general Arizona hunt-
ing license (for waterfowl hunting, 
you’ll also need an Arizona mi-
gratory bird stamp and a federal 
duck stamp), shotgun (.410- to 
12-gauge), plenty of No. 7 ¬Ω or 
6 upland shot shells, or Nos. 2, 3 
or 4 for waterfowl hunting, and a 
good pair of boots.

With the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department’s new simpli-
fied license offerings, buying a 
license is easy and a great value. 
Hunting licenses are now good 
for 365 days from the date of 
purchase rather than just for the 
calendar year, offering small 
game hunters more flexibility 
in timing their license purchase. 
Youth licenses for ages 10-17 are 
only $5 and include the Arizona 
migratory bird stamp (although 
youths age 16 and older still 
must buy the federal duck stamp 
if they want to hunt waterfowl).

Each species is a challenging 
quarry and hunting them will 
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