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News from the Non-profits

State of the Birds report 
shows gains for some 

wetlands species
Declining pintails, loss 
of ephemeral wetlands 
are cause for concern
A new report from the U.S. 

Committee of the North Ameri-
can Bird Conservation Initiative 
shows encouraging population 
gains for some wetland-depen-
dent bird species. At the same 
time, the report’s authors warn 
about the future implications of 
the continuing loss of ephemer-
al or temporary wetlands in the 
prairies of the United States and 
Canada. Some species such as 
northern pintail and black tern, 
which rely heavily on ephem-
eral wetlands, have experienced 
long-term declines.

The State of the Birds 2014 
reports that some wetland-
dependent bird populations are 
at or near historic high levels, 
including mallards, gadwall, 
blue-winged teal, green-winged 
teal and northern shovelers, 
according to annual breeding 
bird surveys conducted in the 
United States and Canada.

“Many wetland bird species 
are doing very well,” said DU’s 
Chief Scientist Dr. Scott Yaich. 
“We can at least partially attri-
bute this to collective wetland 
conservation efforts across the 
continent. But, two decades of 
unprecedented above-average 

rainfall in many key breed-
ing areas are in large part re-
sponsible for duck population 
increases that are masking the 
loss of wetland habitats docu-
mented by other studies. We 
continue to be very concerned 
about the accelerating loss of 
wetlands in important areas for 
birds and what that will mean 
when we inevitably enter an-
other dry period.”

The report points out that 
ephemeral wetlands in the U.S. 
Prairie Pothole Region declined 
by 74,340 acres between 1997 
and 2009. This region is North 
America’s most important 
breeding area for waterfowl 
and is a top conservation prior-
ity area for Ducks Unlimited. 
Northern pintail populations 
have been declining for several 
decades and are currently 20 
percent below their long-term 
average.

The State of the Birds 2014 
is authored by the U.S. Com-
mittee of the North American 
Bird Conservation Initiative—a 
23-member partnership of gov-
ernment agencies and organiza-
tions dedicated to advancing 
bird conservation. The report 
is based on extensive reviews 
of population data from long-
term monitoring. It looks to 
birds as indicators of ecosystem 
health by examining popula-
tion trends of species depen-
dent on one of seven habitats: 
grasslands, forests, wetlands, 

oceans, aridlands, islands and 
coasts. This year ’s report is 
also a five-year check-in on the 
indicators presented in the in-
augural 2009 State of the Birds 
report. More information is 
available at stateofthebirds.org.

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the 
world's largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America's continu-
ally disappearing waterfowl 
habitats. Established in 1937, 
Ducks Unlimited has conserved 
more than 13 million acres 
thanks to contributions from 
more than a million supporters 
across the continent. Guided 
by science and dedicated to 
program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow 
and forever. For more informa-
tion on our work, visit www.
ducks.org. Connect with us on 
our Facebook page at facebook.
com/DucksUnlimited, follow 
our tweets at twitter.com/
DucksUnlimited and watch 
DU videos at youtube.com/
DucksUnlimitedInc.

Media Contact:; Eric Keszler 
901-758-3924 ekeszler@ducks.
org

Pheasants Forever

It’s Pointers vs. Flushers 
for Pheasants Forever’s 
2014 Rooster Road Trip

Fifth annual public lands 
pheasant hunting trip & online 
experience starts Monday, No-
vember 3rd

Pointers vs. Flushers is the 
theme for Pheasants Forever’s 
2014 Rooster Road Trip which 
will highlight successful proj-
ects completed by the orga-
nization on public property 
throughout the Midwest.

Pointers vs. Flushers is the 
theme for Pheasants Forever’s 
2014 Rooster Road Trip which 
will highlight successful proj-
ects completed by the orga-
nization on public property 
throughout the Midwest.

Pheasants Forever’s Rooster 
Road Trip — an annual pheas-
ant hunting trip dedicated to 
showcasing public upland 
habitat and access — has added 
a new twist to the upcom-
ing expedition. This year pits 
“Team Pointer” versus “Team 
Flusher” in a battle of bird dog 
supremacy. Follow the Pheas-
ants Forever hunters and their 
bird dogs online November 
3rd through November 12th to 
watch the friendly competition 
unfold as the two teams hunt 
only publicly accessible land 
in six states.

Once again, the Rooster 
Road Trip will visit lands 
Pheasants Forever has played 
a significant role in opening up 
to public access, either through 
land purchase, restoration, or 
legislation. The effort focuses 
on how important pheasant 
hunters who join Pheasants 
Forever as members are to cre-
ating and improving publicly 
accessible habitat. In fact, any 
follower who joins Pheasants 
Forever as a member online 
through the Rooster Road Trip 
webpage from the start of the 
trip until November 14th will 
receive an exclusive Browning 
bonus item (a different item 
each week) and be entered to 
win a new Browning Citori 725 
over/under 20 gauge shotgun 
(in addition to the standard 
benefits of Pheasants Forever 
membership).

Team Flusher

Anthony Hauck, Pheasants 
Forever’s online editor, and his 
English cocker spaniel, “Sprig,” 
along with Andrew Vavra, 
Pheasants Forever’s market-
ing manager, and his Labrador 
retriever, “Beau,” will join up 
with Pheasants Forever chapter 
members and hunt in North 
Dakota on November 3rd fol-
lowed by South Dakota and 
Minnesota.

Team Pointer

Bob St. Pierre, Pheasants 
Forever’s vice president of mar-
keting, and his German short-
haired pointers, “Trammell” 
and “Esky,” along with Elsa 
Gallagher, Pheasants Forever’s 
state coordinator for Missouri, 
and her dogs “Rooster,” “Pike” 
and “Ginny” will hunt first in 
Colorado followed by Kansas 
and Nebraska. Team Pointer 
starts on Monday, Nov. 10th.

The good-natured competi-
tion will tally Team Flusher’s 
productive flushes against 
Team Pointer ’s productive 
points. “It will be fun to stoke 
this age-old debate during this 
year’s Rooster Road Trip, but 
we already know the real win-
ners – anyone who loves chas-
ing roosters,” says Anthony 
Hauck, “This trip ultimately 
puts a spotlight on Pheasants 
Forever’s successful projects, 
just some of the more than 
170,000 acres the organization 
has helped permanently con-
serve, a number we’re adding 
acres to every year.”

“The Rooster Road Trip is a 
fun way to illustrate the power 
of volunteer engagement in the 
cause of conservation,” added 
Vavra. “Last year ’s Rooster 
Road Trip generated more than 
500 new Pheasants Forever 
members and tens of thousands 
of sponsorship dollars for the 
organization’s conservation 
mission. We’re optimistic this 
year’s effort will be an even 
bigger success, ultimately lead-
ing to more habitat access for 
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