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Hunters are reminded that 

you need to purchase a pheasant 
permit before going out to hunt 
pheasants in York and Cumber-
land Counties. The permit is avail-
able on the department‚ website 
or wherever you purchase your 
license. Proceeds from the sale 
fund the pheasant program.

Turkey hunters are also look-
ing forward to a successful season, 
new rules allow for a longer sea-
son (October 3 ‚ November 1), and 
up to two turkeys this fall. 

“The turkey population is do-
ing really well throughout south-
ern Maine, and I expect hunters 
to do very well this fall added 
Stearns. 

Central and Midcoast Maine
In Central Maine, upland bird 

hunting means Frye Mountain 
Wildlife Management Area, a 
destination for many bird hunters. 

“People fly in all the way from 
Germany to hunt Frye Mountain 
said IFW Wildlife Biologist Keel 
Kemper, “It should be a pretty 
good year at Frye because there 
are always birds there., 

Kemper did remind hunters 
that there was quite a lot of rain 
this spring and in early sum-
mer which has impacted grouse 
broods. There will be birds, but 
perhaps just not as many.

Of course, Central Maine is 
also “ground zero for wild tur-
keys, says Kemper. Central Maine 
and its robust turkey population 
supplied birds for much of the 
state‚ reintroduction program, and 
hunters should have no problems 
finding birds this fall season. 

Kemper said that waterfowl 
hunters may want to try Mada-
waska Bog in Palmyra. A strong 
wild rice year has that wildlife 
management area brimming with 
ducks.

“It‚ socked with wild rice. 
There are lots of hiding spots for 
hunters, and lots of birds said 
Kemper, who said Ruffingham 
Meadow in Searsmont is also a 
good destination. 

“I was pretty impressed with 
the quantity of teal and the quality 
of the rice said Kemper, “Wild rice 
is an annual, and it can be boom 
or bust, and this year seems to be 
exceptional.,

Downeast Region
Downeast, it looks like a good 

year for waterfowl and turkeys, 
but not quite as good for upland 
birds. IFW Wildlife Biologist Tom 
Schaeffer thinks it is going to be an 
average year for grouse hunters in 
the area.

“We had a cold and wet spring 
just about the time that birds 
would be hatching said Schaeffer, 
“Expectations for grouse season 
should be about average.,

However, Schaeffer noted 
that there has been spring condi-
tions on rivers and streams right 
through the summer, creating fa-
vorable conditions for waterfowl 
hunters who like to jump shoot. 
There have also been quite a few 
hunters who are taking advantage 
of the early goose season, since 
there are “a favorable number of 
geese around.,

Turkey hunters will be able to 
hunt Wildlife Management Dis-
trict 28 this fall, and next spring, 
District 27 will be open.

“This time of year, we are see-
ing some small turkeys, which 
means they re-nested, most likely 
because the first nest failed said 
Schaeffer.

If you are looking for areas 
to hunt this fall, Schaeffer said to 
check out the Cobscook Wildlife 
Management area. There are ten 
units that make up the Cobscook 

WMA, and there are some really 
nice upland areas. Waterfowl hunt-
ers will want to check out the Lyle 
Frost WMA in Eastbrook, which 
has a nice, canoeable flowage.

Rangeley Lakes/Western 
Mountains Region

Up in the Western mountains 
area, things are looking good for 
the turkey season this fall.

“We have lots of turkeys, and 
plenty of excellent turkey hunting 
opportunities in our region said 
Hulsey, “I would grade it an A ,

Hulsey added that brood 
counts were normal for water-
fowl, and that while he doesn t 
have a good feel for grouse, he 
has heard some encouraging news 
from others.

“I was out all day with a 
forester in the Rangeley area, 
and he said that he‚ seen some 
pretty good numbers of birds said 
Hulsey. “Overall, I think it will be 
an average year for grouse, with 
some areas a little better than 
others. 

Waterfowl hunters may want 
to check out Mercer Bog. While 
Hulsey said the middle of the day 
can be hit or miss, get there early 
or late for more action. 

Moosehead Region
In the Moosehead region, 

leaves are starting to drop, which 
bodes well for upland hunters

“Even with what looks like be-
low average nesting success, there 
are still a lot of grouse around said 
IFW wildlife biologist Doug Kane. 

“People are seeing more 
grouse, which is more of a trend 
due to a growing grouse popula-
tion said Kane. “We had a higher 
than average number going into 
the winter last year, and last year‚ 
mild winter helped. Even with 
below average production this 
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spring, there still are a lot of grouse 
around.,

Kane also noted that he has 
seen quite a few turkeys in the 
southern part of the region, and 
just as in other parts of the state, 
he is seeing a variety of sizes with 
the poults.

“There are several age classes 
of turkeys said Kane. “They have 
been re-nesting throughout the 
summer, and we have seen some 
real little ones., Turkey hunters 
should concentrate their efforts 
in the southern part of the region, 
said Kane.

Penobscot Region
In the Penobscot region, even 

though you may have not seen 
many grouse, it may not be a cause 
for concern.

“Grouse numbers can be hard 
to determine said Mark Caron. “I 
haven t seen much for broods, but 
that‚ not uncommon, it‚ a good 
food year, and I have been flushing 
birds now and then.,

“I have heard from foresters 
and others who haven t been see-
ing many, but I have heard that in 
past years too, and then once the 
leaves drop, the grouse appear 
and it turns out to be a good year 
says Caron. 

If you are interested in turkey 
hunting, WMD 18 will be open for 
turkey hunting this fall, and Caron 
says there are plenty of turkeys 
around.

Turkey hunters should try the 
Page Farm unit of the Mattawam-
keag River System WMA. Caron 
says the department has done a 
lot of work in that WMA such as 
creating early successional forest 
areas, planting food plots, free-
ing apple trees, cutting habitat 
strips and improving three miles 
of roads.

Duck hunters may want to try 

the Mud Pond WMA or the Pond 
Farm WMA. Still a little early for 
good goose hunting in the region 
as there is still standing corn in 
many fields. 

Aroostook Region
It‚ moose season up north, and 

this week‚ cool weather has moose 
moving around, and hunters are 
happy.

IFW wildlife biologist Rich 
Hoppe said one hunter downed a 
very large bull, tipping the scales 
at 1,070 pounds, and had a spread 
of 62 inches. Hoppe said the Gate-
way check station in Ashland had 
two or three other moose that were 
over 1,000 pounds. Business has 
been brisk, with hunters register-
ing 75 moose on Tuesday.

Goose hunters are doing well 
this early season up north. Hoppe 
notes that waterfowl hunting in 
the county “is one of the gems of 
the county. Very few people take 
part in it, but it can be outstand-
ing., Hoppe suggests hunting at 
Lake Josephine or the Christina 
Reservoir in Easton. 

As for upland birds, Hoppe 
says “It has rained a lot, but I think 
it is going to be above average. I 
have seen a few birds while I was 
out, and I have seen good numbers 
of woodcock already., Hoppe sug-
gests the North Maine Woods as 
a destination for upland hunters. 

“I don t know if there is any 
place that has as good a habitat 
as the North Maine Woods says 
Hoppe. “The stewardship is excel-
lent for upland birds, and there are 
a couple of million acres open to 
bird hunting. There is nothing else 
like it in the country.,

Maryland
Canada Goose 
HuntinG dates 

establisHed for 
tuCkaHoe state 

Park CoMPlex
all aPPliCations 
due by oCtober 23 

 With the recent approval of 
the late Maryland waterfowl sea-
sons and bag limits, the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) finalized the dates for hunt-
ing migratory Canada geese for 
the facilities of the Tuckahoe State 
Park Complex. This area includes 
Tuckahoe State Park, Sassafras 
Natural Resource Management 
Area (NRMA) and Wye Island 
NRMA. All migratory goose hunt-
ing will be by permit only, which 
can only be obtained through the 
lottery drawing.  Tuckahoe State 
Park/Sassafras NRMA: Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays only, 
from November 17-22, 2012 and 
from December 11, 2012 - Janu-
ary 29, 2013 (excluding January 
5 at Sassafras NRMA due to 
overlap with late deer firearms 
season”Hunters may obtain an ap-
plication online at dnr.maryland.
gov/publiclands/eastern/tucka-
hoe.asp or by mail by sending a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope 
to Tuckahoe State Park (address 
below). Only one application per 
hunter is permitted.”Completed 
applications should be mailed 
along with a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: Tuckahoe 
State Park, 13070 Crouse Mill 
Road, Queen Anne, MD 21657.  
Wye Island NRMA: Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays only, 
from December 11, 2012 - January 
29, 2013.  Hunters may obtain an 
application online dnr.maryland.
gov/publiclands/eastern/wyeis-
land.asp or by mail by sending a 
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self-addressed, stamped envelope 
to Wye Island NRMA (address 
below). Only one application per 
hunter is permitted.”Completed 
applications should be mailed 
along with a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Wye Island 
NRMA, 632 Wye Island Road, 
Queenstown, MD 21658.”Applica-
tions for all areas must be received 
by 4:30 p.m. on October 19, 2012. 
Permits will be selected by ran-
dom drawing on October 23, 2012 
at 1 p.m. Permit recipients will be 
notified of their hunting date and 
pit/blind location by mail; results 
of the drawing will not be given 
out over the telephone.”Hunters 
at each of the three facilities must 
hunt from their assigned pit/blind 
only. Hunting hours are from 
one-half hour before sunrise to 1 
p.m. at Wye Island and Sassafras 
NRMAs, and from one-half hour 
before sunrise until one-half hour 
after sunset at Tuckahoe.  Canada 
geese, snow geese and other wa-
terfowl harvested will be consid-
ered part of the daily and season 
bag limit. Hunters should consult 
the Maryland Guide to Hunting 
and Trapping 2012-2013 for de-
tails. Hunting parties are limited 
to four people. All members of the 
party must possess a valid hunting 
license as well as a Managed Hunt 
Permit.”Driving and parking is 
permitted in designated areas 
only, which will be posted. Hunt-
ing permits must be displayed 
on the dashboard of the vehicle. 
Visitors must keep vehicles on des-
ignated roadways. Handcarts and 
sleds are permissible to haul gear 
to pit/blind.  More information 
about goose hunting in Tuckahoe 
and/or Sassafras is available by 
calling 410-820-1668, and Wye 
Island NRMA at 410-827-7577 dur-
ing regular business hours.

MiCHiGan
WaterfoWl 

HuntinG seasons 
noW oPen

It’s time to polish up the shot-
gun, round up the retriever and 
don the camouflage - it’s the sea-
son for hunting ducks and geese in 
Michigan! Area wildlife managers 
are beginning to see a widespread 
movement of waterfowl in the 
state, and they predict a good 
hunting season this year.

Michigan is regionally known 
for the great diversity and the high 
quality of its waterfowl hunting 
opportunities. Try a new location 
for waterfowl hunting this year, 
or visit your tried and true spot. 
A list of all state game areas for 
trip planning can be found on the 
DNR’s website at www.michigan.
gov/hunting.

“Michigan is unlike other 
states in that waterfowl hunters 
have a variety of types of water-
fowl hunting, from field-hunting 
Canada geese, to hunting puddle 
ducks and wood ducks in marshes 
and swamps, to hunting diving 
ducks and sea ducks on big wa-
ter,” said DNR Waterfowl Special-
ist Barb Avers. “There aren’t many 
places where you can get that kind 
of diversity and not have to drive 
very far to find it!”

The regular Canada goose 
season is already under way. Sea-
son dates run from Sept. 11 - Dec. 
11 in the North Zone; Sept. 21-29 
and Oct. 5 - Dec. 26 in the Middle 
Zone; and Sep. 21-23, Oct. 12 - 
Dec. 8 and Dec. 28-29 in the South 
Zone, except in designated goose 
management units (GMUs). Infor-
mation on goose seasons in GMUs 
can be found on the DNR website 
at www.michigan.gov/waterfowl.

The late goose season in the 
South Zone is Jan. 18 - Feb. 15, 

2014.
Duck seasons have been split 

into two segments in all three of 
state duck-hunting zones this year. 
Duck hunting is has begun in the 
North Zone and runs from Sept. 
21 - Nov. 10 and Nov. 23 - Dec. 1. 
In the Middle Zone, duck season is 
Oct. 5 - Dec. 1 and Dec. 14-15, and 
in the South Zone, duck season is 
Oct. 12 - Dec. 8 and Dec. 28-29.

Waterfowl hunting regulations 
and bag limits can be found in the 
2013-2014 Michigan Waterfowl 
Hunting Digest. Digests are avail-
able at DNR Operation Service 
Centers, wildlife field offices and 
license agents or you can find them 
on the web at www.michigan.
gov/dnrdigests.

The 2013-14 waterfowl hunt-
ing season continues the celebra-
tion of the Michigan Waterfowl 
Legacy (MWL). The MWL is a 
10-year, cooperative partnership 
to restore, conserve and celebrate 
Michigan’s waterfowl, wetlands 
and waterfowl hunting commu-
nity. For more information about 
MWL, please visit www.michigan.
gov/mwl.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.
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dnr iMProvinG 
WaterfoWl Habitat 

at MaPle river 
state GaMe area, 

tHanks to Hunter 
dollars

Visits to the Wetland Unit por-
tion of the Maple River State Game 
Area in Gratiot County may be a 
bit noisier than usual this fall. The 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) reports that major con-
struction projects are under way 
to improve wetland habitat and 
waterfowl hunting opportunities.

Construction of a new pump-
ing station that will allow for more 
effective water control in units D 
and C began in mid-July. When 
this project is complete, work 
will then move to the demoli-
tion and replacement of an old 
pumping station in Unit B. Ducks 
Unlimited, which has partnered 
with the DNR on this project, is 
handling the engineering of the 
pump stations and will oversee 
construction.

In order to complete this con-
struction, water drawdown has 
occurred in Unit B as well as a 
partial drawdown of Unit C. 
These drawdowns are temporary, 
and both units will be re-flooded 
as soon as construction allows. 
Waterfowl hunting will be pos-
sible in those areas when they are 
re-flooded.

Due to the construction proj-
ects and water drawdowns, it is 
anticipated that there will be no 
waterfowl hunting opportunities 
in Unit B in 2013. Flooding units 
X and Y will be delayed until the 
Unit C/D pump station is opera-
tional. Flooding the wildlife refuge 
units C and D will also be delayed 
by the pump station construction. 
Units A and F are not affected 
by the construction projects, and 

hunters should find conditions in 
those units similar to last hunting 
season. Waterfowl hunters are en-
couraged to scout the Maple River 
wetlands ahead of time and plan 
accordingly for the 2013 hunting 
season.

“These construction projects 
will result in short-term loss of 
hunting opportunity, especially in 
Unit B,” said Don Avers, Wildlife 
Division project manager. “But 
long term, these pump stations 
will make water-level manage-
ment of the Maple River wetland 
units far more efficient, and water-
fowl hunters will benefit greatly 
with these new capabilities.”

The Unit A/B pumping station 
is being funded through a North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Act (NAWCA) grant ($55,482), 
DNR Wildlife Division ($98,768), 
and Ducks Unlimited ($11,832) 
for a total project cost of $166,082.

The Unit C/D pumping sta-
tion is being funded through a 
Great Lakes Restoration Initia-
tive (GLRI) -- Joint Venture grant 
awarded to Ducks Unlimited from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
($197,599), DNR Wildlife Division 
grant match ($34,206), and Ducks 
Unlimited ($18,764) for a total 
project cost of $250,569.

Also during the summer of 
2013, the Wildlife Division com-
pleted work to improve water-
control in units X and Y, completed 
dike repairs in Unit F and repaired 
the Unit D spillway damaged in 
this spring’s flood.

This is the fourth year of a five-
year plan to revitalize the Maple 
River State Game Area wetland 
units, increasing wetland and wet-
land wildlife productivity.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 

of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

fall equals 
HuntinG in 
MiCHiGan -- 

sePteMber offers 
youtH, sMall GaMe, 
WoodCoCk, turkey 

seasons 
The month of September 

brings shorter days, school buses, 
football and hunting.

Youth can enjoy harvesting 
ducks this coming weekend, Sept. 
14-15. The Youth Waterfowl Hunt-
ing event is for those ages 15 and 
younger. The daily limit includes 
ducks, mergansers, geese, coots 
and moorhens. For more informa-
tion, including bag limits, species 
restrictions and regulations, please 
review the Michigan Waterfowl 
Hunting Digest.

The small game season opener 
is Sept. 15. The long-awaited 
ruffed grouse season will kick 
into full gear, with hunters from 
all around Michigan and beyond 
hitting the forest with their dogs 
to flush a grouse. Squirrels and 
rabbits are also species that can be 
pursued during small game sea-
son, and fall turkey season kicks 
off Sept. 15 as well.

Sept. 21 marks the opening 
day of woodcock season, when 
thousands of hunters will be on 
the quest for the famous “timber-
doodle.”

The DNR reminds hunters 
to make sure they know the bag 
limits and shooting hours of the 
species they are hunting by pick-
ing up a 2013 Hunting and Trap-
ping Digest wherever licenses are 
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sold. Most hunters can hunt some 
small game for about six months 
with a $15 resident small game 
license. Non-residents, youth and 
seniors should refer to the digest 
for license information.

Michigan deer hunting sea-
sons of 2013 are set for Sept. 21-
22. Youth, antlerless deer hunters 
and 100-percent disabled veterans 
all will be taking to the woods to 
bag the first venison of the sea-
son where it is legal. Information 
about those hunts is also included 
in the hunting and trapping digest.

Youth 16 and younger will be 
able to hunt for antlered or ant-
lerless deer on both public and 
private land for the two days of 
the youth hunt. Mentored youth 
licenses are available for $7.50 for 
youth 9 and younger, and youth 
who have not taken hunter safety 
can hunt under an apprentice 
license. Many opportunities are 
available to get youth in the field. 
Consult the 2013 Hunting and 
Trapping Digest or call a DNR Of-
fice for more hunting information.

For additional information 
about getting youth started in 
hunting, visit the Youth Hunting 
page.

Looking for a great place to 
hunt on public land? Start by using 
the Mi-HUNT interactive map-
ping tool to find over 9.9 million 
acres of public land open to hunt-
ing. Be sure to watch the tutorial 
sessions to get the most out of this 
mapping application. Maps can be 
printed in color and viewed at the 
level where users can search for 
sought-after tree species.

Looking for areas to hunt on 
private land? The Hunting Ac-
cess Program (HAP) opens an 
additional 143 properties where 
landowners allow public access.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 

to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

Minnesota
dnr to liMit 

aCCess at soMe 
Minnesota state 

Parks durinG 
HuntinG season
 DNR advises park visitors 

to wear blaze orange or bright 
“colors at parks that remain open 
during special hunts

Special hunts to prevent over-
population of deer and protect 
resources will take place this fall at 
several Minnesota state parks, and 
access to the parks will vary dur-
ing these hunts, the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) said. 

Some parks will remain open 
to all visitors, some will have 
limited access and some will be 
open only to hunters with special 
permits (closed to the general 
public). The deadlines for youth 
and adults to apply for a special 
permit to participate in the hunts 
‚ which include regular firearms, 
muzzleloader and archery options 
‚ have passed.

See list of parks that are open, 
partially open or closed during 
the 2013 hunting season or contact 
the DNR Information Center at 
651-296-6157, toll-free 888-646-
6367, between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday or at info.
dnr@state.mn.us. Details on which 
areas of each park will be affected 
by the special deer hunts also are 
included in the “Visitor Alert, 
boxes on the individual park Web 
pages. 

The DNR advises anyone 
planning to visit a state park 
between now and the end of 
December to look online or call 
ahead to find out whether a hunt 
is planned and confirm whether 
the park will be open. The DNR 
also advises visitors to parks 
where hunts are planned to wear 
blaze orange, even if they will not 
be hunting. Visitors should check 
for hunt-related information at the 
park office when they arrive, look 
carefully for hunt-related signage 
and follow instructions.

“These annual resource man-
agement hunts help control the 
deer population at state parks said 
Ed Quinn, resource management 
consultant for the DNR‚ Parks and 
Trails Division. “Too many deer 
in one area can negatively affect 
native plants and the health of the 
ecosystem. In managing natural 
resources, we re always striving 
for a sustainable balance.,

Parks that will be open only to 
hunters with special permits (hunt 
dates in parentheses): “Afton State 
Park (Nov. 9-10).”Blue Mounds 
State Park (Dec. 7-8).”Camden 
State Park (Nov. 2-3).”Crow Wing 
State Park (Dec. 13-15).”Frontenac 
State Park (Nov. 23-25).”Great 
River Bluffs State Park (Oct. 
26-27).”Iron-Range Off-Highway 
Vehicle State Recreation Area 
(Nov. 9-24).”Lake Shetek State 
Park (Oct. 26-27 and Dec. 7-8).”St. 
Croix State Park (Nov. 2-3, Nov. 
15-18).”Sibley State Park (Oct. 26-
27, Nov. 30-Dec. 1).”Whitewater 
State Park (Nov. 23-24).”William O 
Brien State Park (Nov. 9-10).

Parks with special hunts that 
will remain open or partially open 
to all visitors:”Banning State Park 
(Nov. 2-3).”Buffalo River State 
Park (Nov. 9-10).”Cascade River 
State Park (Nov. 9-24).”Flandrau 
State Park (Oct. 19-Dec. 31, see 
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“special situations,).”Forestville/
Mystery Cave State Park (Nov. 
9-10).”Glacial Lakes State Park 
(Nov. 14-17).”Gooseberry Falls 
State Park (Nov. 9-24).”Greenleaf 
Lake State Recreation Area (Sept. 
14-Dec. 31).”Hayes Lake State 
Park (Nov. 9-24).”Itasca State 
Park (Oct. 12-13, Nov. 9-17, Nov. 
30-Dec. 15).”Jay Cooke State Park 
(Dec. 7-11).”Judge C.R. Mag-
ney State Park (Nov. 9-24).”Lake 
Bemidji State Park (Oct. 19-20, 
Nov. 9-12, Dec. 6-8).”Lake Bron-
son State Park (Nov. 9-10, Nov. 
16-17).”Lake Carlos State Park 
(Nov. 9-10).”Lake Louise State 
Park (Nov. 16-17).”Lake Ver-
milion State Park (Nov. 30-Dec. 
15).”Maplewood State Park (Nov. 
9-12).”Myre-Big Island State Park 
(Nov. 30-Dec. 1).”Old Mill State 
Park (Nov. 9-12).”Savanna Por-
tage State Park (Oct. 26-27, Nov. 
16-18).”Scenic State Park (Nov. 
9-24).”Schoolcraft State Park (Nov. 
9-24).”Soudan Underground Mine 
State Park (Nov. 30-Dec. 15).”Split 
Rock Lighthouse State Park (Nov. 
9-24).”Tettegouche State Park (Oct. 
19-20, Nov. 9-24).”Zippel Bay State 
Park (Oct. 12-13, Nov. 9-24).

Parks that are wholly or par-
tially open to hunting (all seasons) 
by legislation (plus “special, hunts, 
where indicated): “Big Bog State 
Recreation Area.”Cuyuna Country 
State Recreation Area.”Forestville/
Mystery Cave State Park (Nov. 
9-10).”Garden Island State Rec-
reation Area.”George H. Crosby-
Manitou State Park.”La Salle 
Lake State Recreation Area.”Split 
Rock Lighthouse State Park (Nov. 
9-24).”Temperance River State 
Park.”Tettegouche State Park (Oct. 
19-20, Nov. 9-24).

Parks where no hunting 
will take place:”Bear Head Lake 
State Park.”Beaver Creek Valley 
State Park.”Big Stone Lake State 
Park.”Carley State Park.”Charles 

A. Lindbergh State Park.”Father 
Hennepin State  Park.”Fort 
Ridgely State Park.”Fort Snel-
ling State Park.”Franz Jevne 
State Park.”Glendalough State 
Park.”Grand Portage State 
Park.”Hill Annex Mine State 
Park. ”Interstate State Park.”John 
A. Latsch State Park.”Kilen 
Woods State Park.”Lac qui 
Parle State Park.”Lake Maria 
State Park.”McCarthy Beach 
State Park.”Mille Lacs Kathio 
State Park.”Minneopa State 
Park.”Minnesota Valley State Rec-
reation Area.”Monson Lake State 
Park.”Moose Lake State Park.”Red 
River State Recreation Area.”Rice 
Lake State Park.”Sakatah Lake 
State Park.”Split Rock Creek State 
Park.”Upper Sioux Agency State 
Park.”Wild River State Park.

Special situations:”*The city 
of New Ulm is having an archery 
deer hunt Oct. 19-Dec. 31. Some 
of the deer stands are located 
within Flandrau State Park, but 
nowhere near trails or public use 
areas. The park will remain open 
to all visitors during this time. 
There is no archery or other hunt-
ing anywhere else in the park.” 
Although there is no hunt at Hill 
Annex Mine State Park, the park is 
only open Memorial Day weekend 
through Labor Day.

Public invited to 2013 Gov-
ernor‚ Pheasant Hunting Opener 
events in Madelia

Gov. Mark Dayton is extend-
ing an invitation to the general 
public to join him in celebrating 
the third annual Minnesota Gover-
nor‚ Pheasant Hunting Opener on 
Friday, Oct. 11, and Saturday, Oct. 
12, in the south-central Minnesota 
city of Madelia. 

The community events on 
Friday include: a sporting clays 
range; “Best of the Best, tourna-

ment, featuring four of the top ex-
hibition shooting acts in the world; 
and the 2013 Minnesota Governor‚ 
Pheasant Hunting Opener‚ ban-
quet and reception, which will 
include live music by Minnesota-
based singer/songwriter Martin 
Zellar and the Hardaways.

On Saturday, a pancake break-
fast will kick off a day of pheasant 
hunting for the community, state 
leaders, dignitaries and other 
hunters who will participate in 
the event, among hunters across 
the state.” ”The Governor‚ Opener 
honors and promotes Minnesota‚ 
longstanding hunting tradition. 
This event will showcase the many 
hunting, recreational, travel and 
local opportunities that the Mad-
elia area and south-central Min-
nesota has to offer visitors.

More information, event de-
tails and updates can be found at 
www.mnpheasant.com.

Dayton initiated the Governor‚ 
Pheasant Hunting Opener in 2011. 
Previous host communities were 
Montevideo and Marshall. The 
2013 event is being coordinated 
by the city of Madelia, Madelia 
Chamber of Commerce, Explore 
Minnesota Tourism and the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

Madelia has more than 8,600 
acres of public hunting land, with-
in 20 miles of the city, which is 20 
minutes west of Mankato and just 
over an hour and a half southwest 
of Minneapolis.
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dnr advises 
WaterfoWl 

Hunters to avoid 
sPreadinG invasive 

sPeCies
Now that hunting season is 

underway, the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) warns waterfowl hunters 
it‚ against the law to transport 
aquatic invasive species (AIS). 

DNR conservation officers 
routinely inspect equipment dur-
ing the hunting season and enforce 
state regulations related to inva-
sive species.

Many people only associate 
the threat of spreading AIS with 
summertime activities, but hunt-
ers are also at risk of moving 
aquatic invaders from one water-
body to another. Without proper 
precautions, invasive plants and 
animals such as purple loosestrife, 
faucet snails, Eurasian watermil-
foil and zebra mussels could be 
transported on duck boats, blind 
material and hunting gear.

“Hunters are legally required 
to drain all water and remove vis-
ible plants from boats and equip-
ment before leaving the water 
access said Allison Gamble, DNR 
AIS specialist. “Waterfowl hunt-
ers should also remove all mud 
and check everything that could 
harbor aquatic invaders ‚ even 
hunting dogs ‚ to avoid carrying 
unwanted hitchhikers.,

Hunters are required by law to:
• Remove faucet snails and 

other prohibited invasive species 
from boats, waders, push poles, 
decoys, and decoy anchors before 
leaving the water access to avoid 
their spread.

• Cut cattails or other aquat-
ic emergent plants above the wa-
terline for blinds or camouflage. 

Thoroughly clean these materials 
before moving to another water-
body. When inspecting boats on 
infested waters, the DNR often 
finds zebra mussels attached to 
vegetation.

The DNR also recommends 
that waterfowl hunters switch to 
elliptical, bulb-shaped or strap de-
coy anchors that won t snag sub-
merged aquatic plants as easily.

Invasive species can damage 
habitat for waterfowl, fish and 
other wildlife, and even cause die-
offs of waterfowl. It only takes a 
fragment of Eurasian watermilfoil 
to spread into a new waterbody.

At early life stages, some inva-
sive species such as young zebra 
mussels are difficult to see. To 
remove or kill them, take one or 
more of the following precautions 
before moving to another water 
body: spray with high-pressure 
water, rinse with very hot water 
(120 degrees for at least two min-
utes or 140 degrees for at least 10 
seconds) or dry for at least five 
days. Air drying may require ad-
ditional days due to cool weather.

Grand raPids area 
WaterfoWl season 
oPener is averaGe

Hunter success was about av-
erage on three popular waterfowl 
lakes for the 2013 waterfowl hunt-
ing opener in the Grand Rapids 
area. 

Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) wildlife 
staff conducted waterfowl bag 
checks on opening day, Sept. 21, 
on Big White Oak Lake, Mud Lake 
(both near Deer River) and Big 
Rice Lake near Remer. 

Hunter success in terms of 
ducks bagged per hunter varied 
from a low of 1.6 ducks per hunter 

at White Oak Lake, to 2.2 ducks 
per hunter at Mud Lake. Over the 
five year average, hunter success 
was about average for each lake.

Mallards, wood ducks and 
blue-winged teal were the most 
common birds in the bag with 
blue-winged teal being the most 
commonly bagged bird at White 
Oak Lake, mallard being the most 
commonly bagged bird at Big Rice 
Lake and wood duck being the 
most commonly bagged bird at 
Mud Lake.

Based on car counts, hunter 
numbers were down about 15 
percent from the five year average.

“Noticeably absent in the bag 
this year were ring-necked ducks 
which often represent 50% or 
more of the opening day harvest 
said area wildlife manager Perry 
Loegering. “Ring-necks usually 
start migrating into the state in late 
September, but weren t here yet.,

This year‚ duck hunting sea-
son is 60 days in length. The duck 
bag limit is six ducks daily and 
may not include more than any 
combination of the following: four 
mallards (two hen mallard), three 
scaup, three wood ducks, two 
pintails, two redheads, one black 
duck, and/or two canvasback. If 
not listed, up to six ducks of a spe-
cies may be taken. The daily bag 
limit for coot and moorhen is 15. 
The daily bag limit for merganser 
is five, no more than two of which 
may be a hooded merganser.

More information about wa-
terfowl hunting in Minnesota is 
available online.
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Minnesota‚ 
PHeasant index 
doWn 29 PerCent 

froM 2012
A long winter followed by a 

cold, wet spring contributed to a 
significant decrease in Minnesota‚ 
pheasant count, which declined 
29 percent from 2012, according 
to the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR). 

“Minnesota‚ results reflect what 
we re seeing in other states said Ra-
chel Curtis, DNR wildlife research 
biologist. “South Dakota had a 
64 percent decrease in its brood 
survey. North Dakota‚ most-recent 
rooster crowing count is down 11 
percent from last year. And Iowa 
reported a 19 percent decrease in 
its August roadside count.,

Minnesota‚ 2013 pheasant 
index is 64 percent below the ten-
year average and 72 percent below 
the long-term average.

Pheasant hunters still are ex-
pected to harvest about 246,000 
roosters this fall. That‚ down 
44,000 from last year‚ estimate 
and is less than half the number of 
pheasants taken during the 2005-
2008 seasons when hunting was 
exceptionally good.

The highest pheasant counts 
were in the southwest region, 
where observers reported 51 birds 
per 100 miles of survey driven. 
Hunters should find good harvest 
opportunities in west-central, 
east-central and south-central 
Minnesota.

“Pheasant populations re-
spond to habitat abundance and 
changes in weather Curtis said. 
“The steady downward trend in 
Minnesota‚ pheasant population 
during the past several years is 
primarily due to habitat loss. 
Weather has caused minor fluc-
tuations.,

The most important habitat 
for pheasants is grassland that 
remains undisturbed during the 
nesting season. Protected grass-
lands account for about 6 percent 
of the state‚ pheasant range. Farm-
land retirement programs such as 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP), Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program, Reinvest in 
Minnesota and Wetlands Reserve 
Program make up the largest por-
tion of protected grasslands in the 
state.

High land rental rates and 
competing uses for farmland 
diminish the economic attractive-
ness of farmland conservation pro-
grams. CRP enrollment declined 
by 63,700 acres in Minnesota‚ 
pheasant range over the last year 
and contracts for nearly 400,000 
acres of statewide CRP lands are 
scheduled to expire during the 
next 3 years. If not re-enrolled, 
this would reduce CRP acres in 
Minnesota by 30 percent.

To help offset continued habi-
tat losses caused by reductions in 
conservation set-aside acreage, the 
DNR has accelerated acquisition 
of wildlife management areas in 
the farmland region of Minnesota. 
The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service 
also acquires and protects habitat 
across the state. In addition, the 
DNR supports habitat conserva-
tion on private lands by working 
with a variety of partners in the 
Farm Bill Assistance Partnership 
and Working Lands Initiative.

High spring precipitation and 
below average temperatures hurt 
nesting this year. This year‚ aver-
age hatch date was delayed to June 
20, which is 11 days later than the 
10-year average of June 9.

Although fewer broods were 
seen, brood size was larger than 
last year and comparable to the 
long-term average. Actual repro-

duction rates may be higher than 
the survey suggests. Hens that 
were successful nesting later in 
the season tend to be underrepre-
sented in roadside data and it is 
possible that hens were still nest-
ing or in heavier cover with young 
chicks during the survey period. 

The pheasant population es-
timate is part of the DNR‚ annual 
August roadside wildlife survey, 
which began in 1955. DNR con-
servation officers and wildlife 
managers in the farmland region 
of Minnesota conduct the survey 
during the first half of August. 
This year‚ survey consisted of 171 
routes, each 25 miles long, with 
152 routes located in the ring-
necked pheasant range.

Observers drive each route 
in early morning and record the 
number and species of wildlife 
they see. The data provide an in-
dex of relative abundance and are 
used to monitor annual changes 
and long-term population trends 
of pheasants, gray (Hungari-
an) partridge, cottontail rabbits, 
white-tailed jackrabbits, mourning 
doves and other wildlife. 

The gray partridge index also 
decreased from last year and 
remained below the 10-year aver-
age. The cottontail rabbit index 
increased from last year but stayed 
below the 10-year and long-term 
average. The jackrabbit index was 
87 percent below the long-term av-
erage. Finally, the mourning dove 
index was 20 percent below last 
year and lower than the 10-year 
and long-term averages.
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MississiPPi
WMa WaterfoWl 

draW Hunt 
aPPliCations 

available oCtober 
14 

The Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP) will begin accepting 
applications for waterfowl draw 
hunts on several Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas (WMAs) on October 
14. Applications must be submit-
ted online at www.mdwfp.com/
draws. WMAs offering waterfowl 
draw hunts are Charlie Capps, 
Howard Miller, Indianola, Ma-
hannah, Muscadine Farms, Tus-
cumbia, and Trim Cane. Hunters 
can select the WMA of their choice 
and assign priority to the dates 
they wish to hunt. 

There will be five separate 
draw periods available to hunt-
ers. Each draw period will allow 
applications for a specific set of 
hunt dates and will close at least 
two weeks prior to the first hunt 
date in that period. Applications 
may be submitted during the fol-
lowing dates:

• 1st Draw Period: October 
14 - November 3 for hunts Novem-
ber 22 - December 1

• 2nd Draw Period: Novem-
ber 4 - November 17 for hunts 
December 4 - 15

• 3rd Draw Period: Novem-
ber 18 - December 1 for hunts 
December 16 - 29 

• 4th Draw Period: Decem-
ber 2 - December 15 for hunts 
December 30 - January 12

• 5th Draw Period: Decem-
ber 16 - December 29 for hunts 
January 13 - 26 

Hunters may apply for a hunt 
in each hunt period on as many 

WMAs as they wish. All waterfowl 
draw hunts will be for one day. 
Drawn applicants will be notified 
by email. All applicants must be 
16 years of age or older and hold a 
valid Mississippi hunting license.

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, visit 
our website at www.mdwfp.com/
waterfowl or call us at (601) 432-
2199. 

MississiPPi‚ early 
teal and rail 
seasons oPen 
sePteMber 14 

The fall’s first duck hunting 
opportunity for Mississippi will 
begin when early teal season 
opens on September 14 and will 
last until September 29. Teal sea-
son is growing in popularity as 
hunters are learning how fun it can 
be to break out their decoys and 
calls to watch blue-winged teal 
sail through the air. Hunters need 
to make sure their hunting license 
is current for the 2013-14 hunting 
season, complete with Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) certi-
fication for Mississippi. Hunters 
also need to purchase state and 
federal waterfowl stamps. The bag 
limit for the September teal season 
is six per day (all teal species) with 
no more than 18 in possession.

Rail seasons also open Septem-
ber 14 and will close November 22. 
Birds included in these seasons are 
king, clapper, sora, and Virginia 
rails, as well as moorhens, and 
gallinules. The daily bag limit for 
clapper and king rails is 15 singly 
or in aggregate, and the possession 
limit is 45 singly or in aggregate. 
The daily bag limit for moorhens 
and gallinules is 15 singly or in ag-
gregate, and the possession limit is 
45 singly or in aggregate. The daily 
bag limit for Virginia and sora rails 

is 25 singly or in aggregate, and the 
possession limit is 75 singly or in 
aggregate.

Shooting hours are from 30 
minutes prior to sunrise until 
sunset. Hunters should remember 
that non-toxic shot must be used 
for waterfowl hunting. In areas 
where hunters may have a chance 
to harvest teal in addition to other 
migratory game birds, only non-
toxic shot should be used for the 
day’s hunt.

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, visit 
our website at www.mdwfp.com/
waterfowl call us at (601) 432-2199. 

Missouri
Missouri‚ sMall-

GaMe HuntinG 
foreCast

Squirrel numbers may be 
down in some parts of Missouri 
this year as a result of drought-
reduced acorn production in 2012. 

Hunters wondering about 
prospects for quail, rabbits, squir-
rels, and other small game in Mis-
souri will find many answers in 
the past two years weather.

The fortunes of wild animals 
always depend heavily on weath-
er. But what‚ good for one game 
animal doesn t always favor oth-
ers. Squirrels and quail offer a 
good example of the contrasting 
effects of weather.

Bobwhite quail build their 
nests on the ground. Immediately 
after hatching, bobwhite chicks 
are barely larger than bumblebees, 
and their downy plumage is not 
waterproof. This makes them 
extremely vulnerable to death by 
hypothermia. Consequently, quail 
nesting success falters when cool, 
wet weather lingers into summer. 
Drought doesn t exactly help 
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quail, but they are much better 
adapted to hot, dry conditions 
than to wet and cold.

In contrast, gray and fox squir-
rels generally rear their young in 
hollow trees, where they are pro-
tected from the elements. By the 
time they emerge from den trees 
six or seven weeks after birth, they 
are half grown and well equipped 
with insulating fur. Damp sum-
mers don t bother them much. 
However, they depend heavily on 
acorns and other nuts for food. In 
years when acorns are scarce ‚ as 
they were across much of south-
ern Missouri in 2012 because of 
drought ‚ squirrels go hungry. That 
means fewer squirrels survive the 
following winter. And because 
squirrels go into the next breeding 
season in poor physical condition, 
they tend to raise only one litter 
of young instead of two. So the 
effects of a bad nut crop are felt 
for at least two years.

That scenario is exactly what 
is unfolding this year.

“The effects always are more 
severe in southern Missouri says 
Lonnie Hansen, a resource scien-
tist for the Missouri Department 
of Conservation. “That is because 
acorns and other nuts make up so 
much of the food base for squir-
rels and other wildlife in heavily 
forested areas. A poor nut crop is 
less detrimental in northern Mis-
souri, where row crops like corn 
and soybeans help create a more 
diverse and stable diet.,

Nevertheless, Hansen says his 
and others observations indicate 
that squirrel numbers are down 
in northern Missouri, too.

“I think there has been some-
what of a crash, especially in the 
Ozarks he says, “but they will 
come back.,

Resource Scientist Beth Em-
merich says the news for quail 

is better. In spite of a couple of 
major snow events, the winter of 
2012-2013 was fairly mild, allow-
ing good carry-over of bobwhites 
for the 2013 nesting season. A late 
spring meant quail got a late start, 
with the peak hatch occurring 
in July. However, the warm, dry 
conditions that prevailed after that 
were ideal for bobwhite nesting.

“The record rainfall of 2008 
made things extremely hard for 
nesting quail says Emmerich. 
“2009 and 2010 also were cooler 
and wetter than normal, continu-
ing the trend of bad news for 
quail and quail hunters. But the 
summers of 2011 and 2012 were 
dry and warm, and quail made 
some gains.,

Reports from the field lead 
Emmerich to believe another 
warm, dry summer allowed quail 
to build on recent years success.

“People report seeing more 
quail and pheasants compared 
to last year says Emmerich. “Ar-
eas that likely had a noticeable 
increase in quail were northwest 
Missouri, the Ozarks, and south-
east Missouri. I ve heard good 
reports on pheasant production 
in the northern part of the state, 
where pockets of pheasant popu-
lations still exist.,

Rabbit population changes 
tend to mirror those of quail 
because their habitat needs are 
similar. Larger size and fur make 
cottontails slightly less vulnerable 
to weather, so their population 
swings are less dramatic. But 
warm, dry weather favors rabbit 
reproduction, so rabbit hunters get 
good news this year, too.

Emmerich says lack of suitable 
habitat continues to be the biggest 
obstacle to increasing quail and 
rabbit populations.

“Good brood-rearing habitat is 
most limiting statewide she says. 

“Quail chicks need bare ground to 
be able to forage effectively, with 
weedy plant species providing 
food as well as overhead protec-
tive cover.”

Trappers and furbearer hunt-
ers have a bright outlook this fall. 
Resource Scientist Jeff Beringer 
says populations of all commercial 
fur-bearing species in Missouri are 
stable or slightly increasing.

According to Beringer, favor-
able weather and strong fur prices 
resulted in high participation by 
hunters and trappers during the 
2012-2013 season. The Conserva-
tion Department sold more than 
9,000 trapping permits, which was 
a 25-year high. Last year‚ bobcat 
harvest was an all-time record, 
with 5,059 harvested. The otter 
harvest was the second-largest on 
record, and the coyote harvest was 
the largest in 25 years.

Raccoons bucked the trend, 
with a 12-percent decrease in the 
combined trapping and hunting 
harvest from 2011-2012 to the 
2012-2013 season. The decline was 
in line with archery hunter obser-
vations, which showed a 35-per-
cent decline in raccoon sightings. 
Beringer attributes the decrease to 
deaths of young raccoons during 
last year‚ drought.

Meanwhile, last year‚ red and 
gray fox harvests increased by 
18 and 41 percent, respectively. 
Beringer said this probably oc-
curred because the value of bobcat 
pelts was high last year.

“A lot of foxes are taken in-
cidentally by trappers targeting 
bobcats and coyotes says Beringer. 
“We have seen a long-term decline 
in both red and gray fox numbers, 
probably due to competition with 
coyotes and bobcats. Distemper 
might have played a part in this 
decline, too. However, archer 
observations and sign-station sur-


