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of August suggested recently 
fledged, weak-flying birds. Meri-
zon saw similar delayed maturity 
rates among family groups of wil-
low ptarmigan along the Denali 
Highway.

Throughout the first couple 
weeks of the season family groups 
remain together. Adult birds often 
stay close to chicks making the 
entire family group vulnerable to 
harvest. Because of this, hunters 
are asked to exercise good judg-
ment when hunting grouse and 
ptarmigan during the first couple 
weeks of the season.

ArkAnsAs
For the 17th 

consecutive yeAr, 
the ArkAnsAs 
GAme And Fish 

commission 
Approved A 60-dAy 
huntinG seAson 
For wAterFowl
The vote came today during the 

Commission‚ monthly meeting.  
AGFC Waterfowl Program Coor-
dinator Luke Naylor presented the 
Commission with the late migrato-

r y 

season proposals. “Habitat con-
ditions were improved or similar 
to last year in many areas due to 
average or above-average annual 
precipitation, with the exceptions 
of southeastern Canada, the north-
east U.S., and portions of Montana 
and the Dakotas Naylor said.  
With more than 529,500 mallards 
harvested, Arkansas had the third 
highest waterfowl harvest and 
highest mallard harvest in the 
nation last season. The second 
highest mallard harvest in the 
nation was 243,467 in California. 
No other state‚ hunters, in the 
Mississippi flyway, harvested 
over 200,000 mallards.  2013-14 
duck season dates: “Nov. 23-Dec. 
1 “Dec. 5-Dec. 23 “Dec. 26-Jan. 26 
“Youth Hunt: Feb. 1-2  The 2013-
14 duck bag limits are six ducks 
consisting of no more than: four 
mallards (two hens), three wood 
ducks, two pintails, two redheads, 
one black duck, two canvasbacks, 
one mottled duck or three scaup.  
Federal regulations now allow for 
a possession limit of three times 
the daily bag limit. The proposed 
white-fronted, snow, blue, Ross‚ 
and late Canada goose season 
is Nov. 14-Jan. 26.  Early migra-
tory bird season dates: “Mourning 

Dove and Eurasian Collared Dove 
“Sept. 1-Oct. 20 and Dec. 21-Jan. 9  
Teal Season “Sept. 7-22  Rail Sea-
son “Sept. 7-Nov. 15  Woodcock 
Season “Nov. 2-Dec. 16  Common 
Snipe Season “Nov. 1-Feb. 15  Gal-
linule Season “Sept. 1-Nov. 9  Early 
Canada Goose Season “Sept. 1-15  
Northwest Canada Goose Zone 
Season “Sept. 21-30  The teal daily 
bag limit has been raised to six and 
the possession limit to 18.  The 
commission also: 

• Approved the replacement 
of a bridge at Temple Island on 
Bayou Meto Wildlife Management 
Area. Cost of the bridge replace-
ment is $91,000. 

• Approved a budget in-
crease of $30,000 to fund an ad-
ditional 12 college scholarships. 
Money for the scholarships is a 
result of the AGFC‚ Conservation 
License Plate Program. 

• Granted a Glock pistol and 
portable boat garage to the family 
of wildlife officer Joel Campora. 
Campora died May 31 during a 
water rescue attempt in western 
Arkansas. His body was recovered 
June 2 near the location where 
flood waters from Mill Creek and 
the Fourche La Fave River also 
took the lives of Scott County 
Sheriff Cody Carpenter and two 
women. 

• Granted surplus boating 
equipment to the Benton County 
Sheriff‚ Office. 

• Granted a disaster re-
sponse command trailer to the 
Clark County Sheriff‚ Office in 
exchange for a larger trailer to be 
used as a command trailer by the 
AGFC Enforcement Division. \ 

• Approved a budget in-
crease of $84,380 for maintenance 
and other items of the Enforce-
ment and Education division‚ 
“Scales of Justice, trailer. 
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•Approved a budget increase 
of $330,000 to upgrade the agency‚ 
computer network system. 

• Approved a budget trans-
fer of gas lease funds in the amount 
of $34,000 from the Lake Barnett 
Access fishing pier project to the 
Lake Charles parking area project. 
AGFC staff requested the money 
be moved from the Lake Barnett 
Access fishing pier project due to 
land control issues. Currently, the 
Lake Charles fishing trail parking 
area is gravel and is subject to ero-
sion during heavy rain events. 

• Approved the 2014 fishing 
regulation changes. 

• Approved a land swap 
with Robert Moore on the Fred-
die Black Choctaw Island Wild-
life Management Area. The land 
acquired from the Moore family 
will be developed into a camping 
area adjacent to Kate Adams Lake. 

•Awarded Kiah Gardner the 
George H. Dunklin Jr. Arkansas 
Waterfowl and Wetland Manage-
ment Award. The award is given to 
an individual whose actions have 
resulted in significant benefit to 
Arkansas‚ waterfowl and wetlands. 
Gardner works for the AGFC in the 
agency‚ Russellville office. 

cAliForniA
ApplicAtion 

deAdline 
ApproAchinG For 
sAn dieGo county 

uplAnd GAme hunt
The application deadline for 

a dove and quail hunt in the San 
Felipe Wildlife Area is approach-
ing quickly and hunters are en-
couraged to apply immediately. 
Only 20 hunters will be allowed 
to participate.

The California Department 

of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and 
Upland Game Bird Special Hunts 
Program manage this unique op-
portunity to hunt for dove and 
quail in San Diego County. Please 
visit https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/
DFGSpecialHunts/Default.aspx 
to view and apply for these spe-
cial hunts. Applications are due 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 at 4 p.m.

The hunt will be held Satur-
day, Nov. 9, from 6 a.m. to sunset 
at the Oakgrove unit of the San Fe-
lipe Wildlife Area, 25 miles south 
of the intersection of Interstate 15 
and Temecula Parkway (Highway 
79), 1.5 miles south of Oakgrove 
Ranger Station (Highway 79) or 
12 miles north of Warner Springs. 
Selected hunters will have access 
to the reserve from check-in time 
to sunset and may hunt in parties 
up to four people. Use of dogs is 
optional but dogs much be kept on 
a leash and in the owner‚ immedi-
ate control at all times. CDFW will 
not be providing dogs for the hunt.

All hunters must have a valid 
2013 hunting license and the 
proper hunter safety equipment 
in order to participate and will be 
allowed to take a maximum legal 
limit of birds. CDFW wildlife of-
ficers will be on hand to check 
equipment and ensure compliance 
with hunting laws and regula-
tions.

For more information about 
the hunts, please contact Nick 
Bechtel at (805) 965-3059. For 
questions regarding application 
process please call (916) 445-3565.

cdFw to oFFer 
winter swAn tours 

in sAcrAmento 
vAlley

Each year thousands of tun-
dra swans migrate from northern 
Alaska to their ancestral wintering 
grounds near Marysville. These 
wintering grounds are one of the 
premier locations for viewing 
swans in California. 

The California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), in 
partnership with local rice farm-
ers, will offer free tundra swan 
tours from Nov. 16 through Janu-
ary 2014. Participants can learn 
about the natural history of tundra 
swans as well as ducks, geese, 
shorebirds, herons, egrets and rap-
tors, which are commonly seen in 
the area covering 23,000 acres of 
rice fields and restored wetland 
habitat. 

Tours will be held on Sat-
urdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Pre-
registration is required at http://
www.dfg.ca.gov/regions/2/
swantours/. 
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The swan tours are part of 
CDFW‚ wildlife viewing services 
program, which includes similar 
outdoors opportunities at Gray 
Lodge Wildlife Area, Yolo Bypass 
Wildlife Area, Isenberg Crane 
Reserve and North Table Moun-
tain Ecological Reserve. For more 
information on the tours, please 
call (916) 358-2869 or e-mail inter-
pretiveservices@wildlife.ca.gov. 

CDFW will also co-sponsor 
the 2013 California Swan Festival, 
to be held in Marysville on Nov. 
9-10. For more information on the 
festival, please visit http://yuba-
sutterchamber.com/index.php/
calendar/swan-festival.

cdFw opens 
lottery For 

Apprentice wild 
Bird hunts in sAn 

luis oBispo county
The California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is hold-
ing a lottery for apprentice wild 
bird quail hunts on the Chimineas 
Unit of the Carrizo Plains Eco-
logical Reserve in San Luis Obispo 
County. These opportunities are 
designed for intermediate appren-
tice hunters who have some bird 
hunting experience. 

The hunts will be held on Oct. 
26 and 27, 2013 and guided by vol-
unteers from the Arroyo Grande 
and Santa Maria Valley sportsmen‚ 
associations. Ten permits will be 
drawn for each day of the hunt. All 
applicants will need to possess a 
valid junior hunting license at the 
time of the drawing.

All apprentice hunts are staffed 
by CDFW employees and trained 
volunteers who provide guidance 
and assistance to the hunters and 
ensure that good safety practices 
are followed.

Interested applicants should 
apply through the Game Bird 
Heritage link at http://nrm.dfg.
ca.gov/GameBirdHeritageHu-
nts/Default.aspx no later than 
Oct. 10. Late or incomplete appli-
cations will not be entered in the 
draw. Successful applicants will be 
notified by phone and will receive 
additional information, including 
maps and special regulations, 
prior to the hunt. 

The Chimineas Unit of the 
Carrizo Plains Ecological Reserve 
is located in southeastern San Luis 
Obispo County. It is a 30,000-acre 
property owned by CDFW that 
was acquired for habitat protec-
tion of deer, tule elk, pronghorn 
antelope and a host of other wild 
bird species.

cdFw to sponsor 
pheAsAnt hunts 

in northern 
cAliForniA

Registration is now open for 
six junior apprentice pheasant 
hunts and three women‚ ap-
prentice pheasant hunts in the 
California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife‚ (CDFW) Northern 
Region. Numerous volunteers will 

be assisting with the hunts, which 
are designed for beginning hunt-
ers. All of the hunts will be held on 
CDFW wildlife areas and Bureau 
of Land Management properties 
in northern California (Del Norte, 
Siskiyou, Shasta, Lassen, Tehama 
and Modoc counties).

All junior apprentice hunts are 
open to young hunters (under 16) 
who possess a valid California ju-
nior hunting license. The women‚ 
apprentice hunts are open to all 
who possess a valid California 
hunting license and a valid upland 
game bird stamp. Junior hunters 
are not required to have an upland 
game bird stamp. 

Specif ic  information for 
each hunt is available online at 
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/DFGSpe-
cialHunts/view/publicScreens/
ViewHunts.aspx. For “Hunt Cat-
egory please select “Apprentice 
Hunts, to view the available op-
portunities.

Online applicants must create 
a CDFW web account in order to 
register. Applicants under the age 
of 18 must have an adult apply on 
their behalf. To have a paper ap-
plication mailed to you, please call 
CDFW at (916) 445-3418.

New hunters should also 
take advantage of the one-time 
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priority for admittance to a pen-
raised pheasant Apprentice Hunt 
for beginners. Upon successful 
completion of the mandatory 
hunter education course, every 
new hunter is issued a Hunter 
Education Certificate. The certifi-
cate number serves as a “priority 
validation, that ensures the hunter 
will be given priority for a hunt. 
Enter the certificate number in 
the appropriate box on the hunt 
application and submit by the 
drawing deadline. You can only 
take advantage of the priority 
validation once.

speciAl dove 
huntinG 

opportunity 
oFFered on 

cosumnes river 
preserve

Dove season is approaching 
and people seeking hunting op-
portunities can visit the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife‚ 
(CDFW) Upland Game Bird Pro-
gram‚ web page. It lists numerous 
statewide hunts, including the 
North Central Region‚ Cosumnes 
River Preserve hunt.

Dove season is scheduled 
Sept. 1 ‚ 15 and Nov. 9 ‚ Dec. 23. 
Additional information on spe-
cies and bag limits can be found 
at www.dfg.ca.gov/regulations/
upland-summary-12-13.html. In 
CDFW‚ North Central Region, 
which serves Plumas, Sierra, 
Butte, Glenn, Lake, Colusa, Sut-
ter, Yuba, Nevada, Placer, Yolo, 
Sacramento, El Dorado, Amador, 
Alpine, Calaveras and San Joaquin 
counties, there will be one special 
hunt opportunity Sept. 1 on the 
Cosumnes River Preserve located 
in Sacramento County. Applica-
tions and information are avail-
able online at www.dfg.ca.gov/

wildlife/hunting/uplandgame/
gamebird.

Hunters will be selected by 
a computerized drawing. Appli-
cants must submit an application 
with their choice of hunts listed 
in order of reference. Applications 
may include up to two hunters 
applying as a party. Hunters may 
apply only once for each hunt, ei-
ther as an applicant or as a guest. 
Submitting multiple applications 
will result in disqualification.

The purchase of an Upland 
Game Bird Stamp supports these 
special hunts and other programs 
that provide additional upland 
game bird hunting opportuni-
ties. The stamp is required for all 
upland game bird hunters except 
apprentice hunters.

GeorGiA
dAtes And seAson 

reGulAtions 
For wAterFowl 

Approved
Make your plans! Waterfowl 

hunting season dates and regula-
tions have been approved for the 
2013-2014 season by the Board of 
Natural Resources. 

“This year several changes 
have occurred with the USFWS 
waterfowl regulatory frameworks 
said Greg Balkcom, state water-
fowl biologist for the Wildlife 
Resources Division. “In Georgia, 
we have seized this chance to 
maximize opportunity for our 
waterfowl hunters 

The upcoming 60-day sea-
son includes these noteworthy 
changes:

• the daily bag limit for 
scaup decrease from four to two

• the daily bag limit for 
canvasback increase from one to 

two based on this year‚ population 
data

• the addition of 16 days of 
goose hunting opportunity in mid-
October

• the bag limit for teal in-
crease from four to six during 
September teal season

• the possession limit for wa-
terfowl increase to three times the 
daily bag limit, allowing hunters 
on multi-day trips to bring home 
more birds than in years past. 

Some need-to-know dates and 
details for waterfowl season are 
the September Canada goose sea-
son (Sept. 7-29) and the September 
teal season (Sept. 14-29), with the 
teal bag limit increasing to six 
birds. An additional two weeks 
of Canada goose hunting was 
added Oct. 12-27, 2013. Hunting 
season for ducks is Nov. 23 ‚ Dec. 
1, 2013 and Dec. 7 - Jan. 26, 2014. 
A complete summary of migra-
tory bird hunting season dates 
and bag limits is online at www.
georgiawildlife.com/hunting/
waterfowl . 

Youth Waterfowl Days are 
Nov. 16-17, 2013. On these two 
days, youth age 15 or younger 
may hunt specific migratory birds, 
such as ducks, Canada geese and 
mergansers, as long as they are ac-
companied by an adult of at least 
18 years of age (only the youth 
may hunt). 

In order to hunt waterfowl, 
hunters must have a hunting li-
cense, federal duck stamp, Georgia 
waterfowl conservation license 
and a HIP permit. If hunting on a 
wildlife management area (WMA), 
a WMA license is required. Hunt-
ers may purchase licenses online 
at www.georgiawildlife.com/
licenses-permits-passes, by phone 
at 1-800-366-2661 or at more than 
800 license agent locations (list of 
agents available online). 
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State license fees help support 

wildlife conservation in Georgia. 
The state receives federal funds 
from the Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration program, based on a 
number of factors, including the 
number of paid sporting licenses. 
In Georgia, these funds are ap-
proximately $14 million a year 
and have helped restore habitat 
and improve wildlife populations, 
among other conservation efforts. 

For more information, visit 
www.georgiawildlife.com/hunt-
ing/waterfowl . 

2013 puBlic dove 
Field ForecAst
Biologists with the Georgia 

Department of Natural Resources 
Wildlife Resources Division re-
cently issued the 2013 dove field 
forecast covering wildlife manage-
ment areas and additional dove 
fields throughout the state. 

The forecast identifies avail-
able crops and anticipates the 
expected conditions for opening 
day, noting if fields are in excel-
lent, good, fair or poor condition. 
Hunters can utilize the online 
resource as they plan opening day 
activities. Forecast at www.geor-
giawildlife.com/DoveForecast . 

For more information on dove 
hunting rules and regulations, 
hunters should review the 2013-
2014 Georgia Hunting Seasons 
and Regulations guide, available 
at www.georgiawildlife.com/
hunting/regulations. 

idAho
shArp-tAiled 

Grouse seAson 
opens this week
The sharp-tailed grouse season 

opens Tuesday, October 1, and 
runs through October 31, with a 
daily bag limit of two birds and 
a possession limit of six.  The 
season is open only in eastern 
Idaho in these areas: Bingham and 
Clark counties east of Interstate 
15, Franklin, Fremont, Jefferson 
County east of Interstate 15, Madi-
son, and Teton counties, Bonnev-
ille County east of Interstate 15, 
Bannock County east of Interstate 
15 and south of Interstate 86, Bear 
Lake, Caribou, Cassia County east 
of Interstate 84 and that portion 
west of Interstate 84 south of the 
Malta-Sublett Road and east of 
the Malta-Strevell Road, Frank-
lin, Oneida, and Power County 
south of Interstate 86.  The rest 
of the state is closed.  Columbian 
sharp-tailed grouse were once 
distributed in grassland-mountain 
brush habitats throughout south-
ern and western Idaho north to the 
Palouse Prairie.”Habitat changes 
due to agricultural development, 
improper livestock grazing, and 
human development, among 
other factors, have reduced this 
grouse’s range to areas mostly in 
southeastern Idaho.  Agricultural 
lands enrolled in the USDA’s Con-
servation Reserve Program cur-
rently provide important habitat 
for this species and have led to 
increased populations since 1986. 
Good populations still exist from 
Fremont County south to Utah in 
grasslands associated with choke-
cherry, sagebrush, hawthorn, 
serviceberry, bitterbrush and 
other brushy cover.”Sharp-tailed 
grouse have been introduced 
into historical range in southern 

Twin Falls County and southeast-
ern Owyhee County. Twin Falls 
County, Owyhee County and 
most of Cassia County are closed 
to the hunting of sharp-tailed 
grouse.”Sharp-tailed grouse also 
occur around Split Butte area in 
Minidoka County. Hunting of 
sharp-tailed grouse is closed in 
Minidoka County.”Any person 
hunting sharp-tailed grouse must 
have in their possession a valid 
2013 Idaho hunting license with a 
sage/sharp-tailed grouse permit 
validation at $4.75. The permit 
allows better monitoring of the 
harvest of this game bird. It is 
available at Fish and Game license 
vendors.”All hunters are encour-
aged to refer to the upland game 
or waterfowl rules brochures for 
hunt details on seasons, limits and 
rules, available at all license ven-
dors, Fish and Game offices and 
online at: http://fishandgame.
idaho.gov/public/docs/rules/
uplandBird.pdf. 

illinois
youth hunt 

weekends precede 
stArt oF reGulAr 

wAterFowl 
seAsons in eAch 

Zone 
A number of Illinois state 

parks, fish and wildlife areas, 
conservation areas and recre-
ation areas will be open to youth 
waterfowl hunting during the 
2013North Zone Youth Waterfowl 
Hunt, Central Zone Youth Water-
fowl Hunt, South Central Zone 
Youth Waterfowl Hunt and South 
Zone Youth Waterfowl Hunt, the 
Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) announced 
today. Federal sites that fall under 
the IDNR waterfowl administra-
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tive rule that will be open are also 
listed below.  At most sites, regula-
tions that apply during the regular 
waterfowl hunting season apply 
during the Youth Hunt (hunters 
should check for site-specific regu-
lations, including changes in legal 
shooting hours). During the Youth 
Hunt, the bag limits are the same 
as during regular seasons.  As part 
of the Youth Hunt, hunters age 15 
or younger may hunt ducks, geese, 
coots and mergansers as long 
as they are accompanied by an 
adult at least 18 years of age. The 
accompanying adult cannot hunt 
these species, but may participate 
in other open seasons.  Youth hunt-
ers must have a hunting license or 
Apprentice Hunting License. The 
youth hunter or his or her accom-
panying adult must have a valid 
FOID card. The supervising adult 
does not have to have a hunting 
license if they are not hunting 
other species. Youth hunters age 
15 or younger are not required to 
have a state or federal duck stamp.  
All waterfowl hunters, including 
those participating in the Youth 
Hunt, are required to register with 
the Harvest Information Program. 
In order to register with HIP, 
hunters will need to have their 
hunting license number available. 
Hunters should register for HIP at 
the license vendor when they buy 
their hunting license or by calling 
1-888-6PERMIT (1-888-673-7648) 
or online through the IDNR web-
site at www.dnr.illinois.gov. 

iowA
“new huntinG 

opportunity For 
nonresident 

disABled veterAns 
And nonresident 
disABled Active 

militAry”
The Iowa Legislature passed a 

bill last year that allows a limited 
number of nonresident disabled 
veterans and disabled active mili-
tary personnel to hunt in Iowa at 
resident prices.  To qualify for 
one of the special licenses in this 
program, the hunter must either 
be a veteran with a service-con-
nected disability rating of 30% or 
more, or serving on active duty in 
the federal military service and 
participating in the Integrated 
Disability Evaluation System. 
The applicant must also be a par-
ticipant in a hunt conducted by an 
approved nonprofit organization 
that provides hunting experiences 
for disabled veterans and military 
personnel.”The Legislature allo-
cated 25 anysex deer tags and 25 
turkey tags for this program from 
an existing special license pro-
gram for nonresident hunters who 
promote the state of Iowa and its 
natural resources. The tags will be 
available upon application, with 
a process to make sure that this 
opportunity is spread as evenly 
as possible among the nonprofit 
organizations that provide these 
hunting experiences.  Please go 
to http://www.iowadnr.gov/
Hunting/HuntingLicensesLaws/
LicenseApplications.aspx to find 
the applications

pheAsAnts tAke A 
hit in 2013 uplAnd 

GAme survery
Fall pheasant hunters will take 

a step back in time, as the season 
opens. Following August roadside 
surveys, the average number of 
birds seen on over 200 30-mile 
route was 6.5; virtually identical 
to the 6.6 posted in 2011. That 
count was the lowest in 60 years 
of summer surveys and preceded 
the lowest harvest in Iowa‚ rich 
pheasant hunting history.

“Spring 2013 was terrible for 
ground nesting birds reviews 
DNR upland game research biolo-
gist Todd Bogenschutz. “Rainfall 
was the highest in 141 years of 
record keeping in Iowa. Over 15 
inches fell in April and May; more 
than twice our normal rainfall., 

With the fifth coolest tem-
peratures on record, survival of 
pheasant chicks plummeted. As 
a result, hunters should expect to 
harvest 100,000 to 150,000 pheas-
ants during the October 28-Janu-
ary 10 season. 

On the upside, good habitat 
will still yield results. 

“Hunters will find birds in 
those good core areas; with winter 
habitat and nesting cover. North-
west and north central Iowa are 
still holding in there noted Bo-
genschutz.

Iowa‚ pheasant harvest has 
dropped in most of the last 20 
years; due to the loss of good 
habitat and--in many years--poor 
weather. That reality was knifed 
home by a five year streak (2006-
2011) of winters with 30 plus inch-
es of snow. Winter mortality for 
Iowa‚ favorite gamebird is higher, 
during extended snow cover.

Through 2012, hopes were 
buoyed with normal winter and 
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spring weather. The August count 
rose significantly. In fact, though 
the 16 percent increase in pheas-
ants along summer roadsides was 
even higher. 

In the grip of a drought, sum-
mer fields were bone-dry. Pheas-
ants did not need to come out to 
the roads to escape the heavy dew. 
As a result, many were simply not 
counted. As 2012 harvest reports 
came in, it was apparent that over-
all pheasant numbers were likely 
up 41 percent. 

With ideal (heavy dew) condi-
tions during the 2013 survey pe-
riod, the drop from 2012 should be 
well below the 18 percent shown.

Most telling in this year‚ sur-
vey is the lower number of young 
pheasants. Statewide, 26 percent 
fewer chicks were tallied, indica-
tive of the poor nesting season. 

Bogenschutz says overwinter-
ing survival of adult birds was bet-
ter than expected. The exception 
there was across parts of central 
and east central Iowa, where a 
December blizzard dropped a foot 
of heavy, wet snow. It collapsed all 
the grassy cover, lowering chances 
of birds making it through the rest 
of the winter.

Looking ahead, wildlife of-
ficials say year to year weather 
as well as long term farm policy 
holds the keys to pheasant recov-
ery. Right now, Iowa about 2.8 
million acres of adequate cover; 
hayfields, small grain acres and 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) contracts to support an an-
nual harvest of 600,000-800,000 
pheasants. 

“It will take four to five years 
of great weather--annual increases 
of 50-60 percent--to get pheasant 
numbers up to that level. Less than 
that? It might take eight years fore-
casts Bogenschutz.”Farm policy, 
meanwhile, seems as undepend-

able as the weather. Iowa will see 
185,926 acres (291 square miles) 
of CRP contracts expire this fall. 
That compares to just 47,400 acres 
re-enrolled in the critical conserva-
tion program. 

On a positive note, Iowa was 
awarded a new continuous signup 
practice SAFE, designed to boost 
pheasant recovery. It could idle 
50,000 acres, if landowners take 
advantage of it.”And as the federal 
budget year approaches (October 
1), the future of the next U.S. Farm 
Bill remains shrouded in Con-
gress. That, in turn, creates more 
uncertainty on the part of farmers 
when making crop planting or 
conservation decisions.

Regional Breakdown”Upland 
game surveys are applied over 
nine regions in Iowa. Results from 
2013 were varied complicated by 
a drought in 2012 and record wet 
in spring 2013.”Northwest (12.3 
pheasants per route) and north 
central (9) showed declines .yet 
still offer Iowa‚ best pheasant 
counts. Northeast Iowa (2.7) tradi-
tionally has low pheasant counts. 
This year, it actually doubled; rais-
ing the concern that ideal survey 
conditions just meant birds that 
were missed in 2012, were counted 
in 2013).”Across Iowa‚ middle, the 
west central region (5.4) indicates 
good overwinter survival for 
adults and fair nesting success. 
The central (7.9) and east central 
(3.8) regions tallied fewer adults; 
a result of that December blizzard 
and smaller brood sizes; a sign of 
very poor nesting.

Across southern Iowa, num-
bers were stable (Southwest 2.8, 
South central 4.9, Southeast 6.3), 
when compared to 2012. Adults 
seem to have overwintered well. 
Chick recruitment was poor in 
southwest and southeast Iowa; 
about the same in south central.

Q u a i l ,  P a r t r i d g e , 
Rabbits”Though pheasants take 
center stage, the annual upland 
game surveys small game species, 
too. Bobwhite quail and gray par-
tridge are more regional sightings; 
quail across the south, partridge in 
the more open northern landscape. 

This year, quail were seen at a 
frequency of 0.4 birds statewide; 
relatively unchanged in the last six 
years but well below the 10-year 
and long-term averages. Iowa has 
33,000 CRP acres (CP 33 program) 
many around southern Iowa crop 
fields, to foster quail expansion.

Partridge averaged 0.9 birds 
per route, down slightly but show-
ing variability throughout the 
state. Still, numbers have not been 
this low since the 1960s.

Eastern cottontail rabbits 
marked the only statewide plus on 
the 2013 counts. Surveys showed 
5.2 on average; a significant hike 
and close to the 10-year and long-
term averages. And, yes, cotton-
tails tend to reproduce well in 
years with abundant spring and 
early summer rains.

iowA’s dove seAson 
preview 

Hunter interest remains high, 
heading into Iowa‚ third mourning 
dove season. The 70-day season 
opens September 1, with birds 
now pouring into Iowa on their 
southward migration. 

Migrating birds are noticed in 
the early days of August, build-
ing through the late summer. The 
number of hunters should edge 
upward, too. 

“I expect a little bump up in 
hunter numbers again, as more of 
them learn about dove hunting. A 
few more friends will come along 
predicts DNR upland research 
biologist Todd Bogenschutz. 
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Last year, 9,328 dove hunters 
harvested 94,864 birds; according 
to the post-season small game 
survey.

That was up from 8,780 hunt-
ers, taking 57,285 mourning doves 
in 2011; the first year of dove hunt-
ing in Iowa. Iowa‚ summer call 
count showed a stable local dove 
population early this summer. 

“Hunters are learning more; 
about hunting and where to find 
doves says Bogenschutz. “That 
first week is good. It’l drop off 
after the first killing frost, but 
there are great hunting opportu-
nities throughout the two month 
season.,

The continent‚ most populous 
game bird, mourning doves offer a 
new type of hunting for Iowans. It 
more often resembles pass shoot-
ing familiar to waterfowl hunters. 

Doves will concentrate in 
fields that have been harvested or 
which have food plots especially 
if bare ground is available. Rather 
than walking and flushing birds, 
camouflaged hunters should sit 
and wait , near food sources, water 
or roosting locations. 

As with most upland species, 
weather is always a factor. 

A soggy April and May meant 
numerous fields did not get plant-
ed, or were flooded. Bogenschutz 
says he has noticed plenty of fields 
in the past weeks, which came up 
in weeds or which might have had 
a cover crop like winter wheat 
planted. Both offer great dove 
hunting, especially if disked to 
provide bare ground for feeding.

Iowa‚ best dove hunting is 
probably on public wildlife ar-
eas, with sunflower plantings. 
Hunters increase their chances 
of success by scouting ahead of 
time; checking with wildlife biolo-
gists in their area, for locations of 

sunflower plots or in the case of 
flooded fields areas replanted late 
with cover crops. The Iowa DNR‚ 
website www.iowadnr.gov has a 
variety of mourning dove hunting 
information; from a how to video, 
to Iowa‚ online hunting atlas.

Mourning doves are classed as 
a federal migratory bird. A migra-
tory bird fee (known formerly as 
the duck stamp) is not required 
to hunt doves. However, hunters 
must apply for a HIP number, 
when buying their hunting license 
if they intend to hunt for doves.

Safety is always a primary 
concern during hunting season. 
Mourning dove season offers a 
few specific cautions. One requires 
knowing who else is out there. 

Hunters should recognize that 
other hunters will be sharing the 
same dove fields and that they 
should limit their field of fire, as 
the darting, fast flying doves sail 
through. Shorter, 20-25 yard shots 
using a shotgun with an open 
choke is recommended, especially 
for beginners. 

And though not a safety tip, 
hunters are reminded to scoop 
up spent shot shells before they 
leave; especially on public areas 
that may be hunted heavily in the 
first couple weeks of the season.

need A plAce to 
hunt? Go online 

Hunters looking to places to 
hunt doves when the season opens 
Sept. 1, can find these areas and 
more online at www.iowadnr.
gov/hunting. 

The Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources has food plots on 
several wildlife management areas 
specifically to attract doves during 
their migration. 

The list of areas with food 
plots is under the Migratory Game 
Birds link, then click on Mourning 
Doves. The information is listed 
under Mourning Dove Hunting 
Information in the middle of the 
page. 

Food plots are generally cover 
1 to 5 acres and most are planted 
with sunflowers, with wheat, mil-
let or buckwheat as other options. 
The exact locations are not identi-
fied on the areas.”Another option 
is to use the DNR‚ Hunting Atlas. 

The hunting atlas is another 
online resource at www.iowadnr.
gov/hunting that identifies more 
than 600,000 acres of state, federal 
and county land where hunting is 
allowed. The Hunting Atlas link is 
near the top of the page.

 ”Using an aerial view, hunt-
ers can search the state for areas 
catering to certain species; or find 
a new area to hunt close to home 
or across the state. 

Once an area is selected, infor-
mation will be displayed on the 
name of the area, its size, habitat 
type, species potentially found 
on the area and if nontoxic shot is 
required. There is also links to the 
area map and more. 

kAnsAs
wAterFowl 

hunters 
cAutioned ABout 
Blue-Green AlGAe

Dogs can become ill if exposed 
to harmful algae blooms 

The Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment (KDHE) 
and the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism (KD-
WPT) urge waterfowl hunters who 
use dogs to be vigilant for the pres-
ence of harmful blue-green algae. 
Dogs that swim in or drink water 
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affected by a harmful algae bloom 
(HAB) or eat dried algae along 
the shore may become seriously 
ill or die. 

Blue-green algae are really a 
type of bacteria called “cyanobac-
teria,” which occurs naturally in 
all of our waters. Under the right 
conditions, the algae can rapidly 
increase (bloom) and produce tox-
ins. HABs typically begin in May 
and can occur through October 
or later. They generally coincide 
with longer days and warm water 
temperatures and often flourish in 
nutrient-laden waters. However, 
dead algae can wash up on shore-
lines and in marshy areas and per-
sist for long periods ‚ posing a risk 
to dogs that eat or drink the algae 
or ingest it while licking their fur. 
A HAB may look like foam, scum 
or paint floating on the water and 
be colored blue, bright green, 
brown or red. Blooms can develop 
rapidly; if the water appears suspi-
cious or there is decaying algae on 
the shore, avoid contact and keep 
dogs away. 

Dogs are usually exposed to 
the toxins by drinking the HAB-
affected water. However, they may 
still be exposed if they walk on, 
roll in or eat decaying algae along 
the shore or retrieve a bird with 
algae on its feathers. 

The signs of illness in dogs 
usually occur within 30 minutes 
of exposure and include vomiting, 
diarrhea, lethargy, convulsions, 
difficulty breathing and general 
weakness. 

If your dog has ingested algae, 
or has any of these signs after ex-
posure, contact your veterinarian 
immediately as HAB poisoning 
can quickly lead to death. 

People may also become ill 
after contact with a HAB. Symp-
toms vary depending upon the 
type of exposure (e.g. direct con-

tact, ingestion, inhalation) but can 
include rash, vomiting, diarrhea, 
fever, sore throat, and headache. 
If you, or your dog, come into 
contact with algae rinse the area 
with clean, fresh water. 

KDHE samples publicly-acces-
sible bodies of water for cyanobac-
teria when the agency is alerted 
to a potential HAB. When a HAB 
is present, KDHE, in coopera-
tion with KDWPT and other lake 
managers where appropriate, 
responds by informing the public 
of these conditions. KDHE does 
not sample private bodies of water 
such as farm ponds or livestock 
watering tanks. 

Receive up-to-date lake con-
ditions at this Toll Free Number: 
1-855-HAB-LAKE (1-855-422-
5253). 

For information on blue-green 
algae and reporting potential 
harmful algal blooms or to report 
a possible animal exposure, go to: 
http://www.kdheks.gov/algae-
illness/algae_advisories.htm. 

8th AnnuAl 
dArrell Brown 

memoriAl youth 
uplAnd hunt

Each hunter will have the op-
portunity to harvest at least four 
birds during this free hunt 

The Smoky Hill Pheasants 
Forever (PF) chapter, in coopera-
tion with the Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism, 
Pheasant Run Control Shooting 
Area, and the Hunting Heritage 
Group, Inc. will host its 8th annual 
youth upland hunt in memory 
of former PF volunteer, Darrell 
Brown. The hunt will be held Oct. 
26 at the Hays City Sportsman 
Club and is open to youth age 12 
through 18. 

Hunters will learn about train-
ing and hunting with dogs, field 
safety and gun handling, how to 
clean and prepare birds, as well 
as what type of habitat to look 
for when hunting upland birds. 
Hunters will then have the op-
portunity to hunt with mentors 
and provided dogs. 

This special hunt is being of-
fered as part of the Kansas Hunter 
Recruitment and Retention Pro-
gram, “Pass It On,” so the event 
is free. 

For more information, or to 
register for the hunt, contact 
Shayne Wilson at (785) 628-1415 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.

eArly prAirie 
chicken seAson 

reQuires leGwork
Early season prairie chicken 

hunters can cover miles in a day‚ 
hunt 

The early prairie chicken sea-
son (Northwest and East units), 
Sept. 15 - Oct. 15, 2013, gives bird 
hunters a unique opportunity to 
walk up greater prairie chickens 
and work bird dogs long before 
traditional upland bird seasons 
open. The early season was estab-
lished to provide additional hunt-
ing opportunity for this tallgrass 
prairie icon and let hunters enjoy a 
true one-of-a-kind grassland hunt. 

The traditional prairie chicken 
season is Nov. 16-Jan. 31, 2014 in 
the East and Northwest units, and 
Nov. 16-Dec. 31 in the Southwest 
Unit, and during this season, most 
prairie chickens are taken by pass 
shooting. Hunters scout feed fields 
near large tracts of native prairie 
for feeding prairie chickens, and 
then take up stations around feed 
fields well before sunrise. As the 
sun crests the horizon, prairie 
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chickens will lift out of the prai-
ries and fly to feed. Hunters lucky 
enough to be positioned in just the 
right spot may get shots. How-
ever, prairie chickens are strong 
fliers and challenging quarry for 
expert wingshots. Prairie chickens 
rarely flush within shotgun range 
of walking hunters during the 
regular season. 

During the early season, flocks 
of young birds are more likely 
to hold for walking hunters and 
pointing dogs. However, prairie 
chickens are truly birds of the prai-
rie, and hunters will walk many 
miles of grassland to find birds. 
While it can seem like finding a 
needle in a haystack, the unique 
hunting opportunity, scenery and 
connection to the prairie keeps 
hunters coming back. 

All prairie chicken hunters 
must have a $2.50 prairie chicken 
permit in addition to a hunting 
license. Permits may be purchased 
wherever licenses are sold and 
online. Information provided by 
hunters at the time of purchase 
will help biologists estimate prai-
rie chicken harvest and hunting 
pressure. 

During the early season, the 
daily bag limit for prairie chickens 
in the East and Northwest zones 
is 2, and the possession limit is 8. 
For more information and a map 
of prairie chicken hunting zones, 
go to www.ksoutdoors.com. 

louisiAnA
louisiAnA dove 
seAson to stArt 
sept. 7 stAtewide
The Louisiana Department 

of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 
would like to remind hunters that 
the 2013-14 dove hunting season 
starts on Sept. 7 in both the north 
and south zones.

LDWF is issuing this reminder 
because the 2013-14 Louisiana 
dove season falls at a later date 
than past seasons. Furthermore, 
the LDWF smart phone app may 
not be updated with the current 
hunting regulations in time for the 
start of the dove hunting season.

LDWF is currently working 
with the app provider to get it 
updated with hopes to have the 
update available shortly with 
the 2013-14 hunting regulations. 

The current LDWF smart 
phone app still contains 
last year‚ hunting regula-
tions that had the 2012-13 
dove hunting season start-
ing on Sept. 1.

The 2013-14 dove 
hunting season for the 
south zone runs from Sept. 
7-15, Oct. 19-Dec. 1 and 
Dec. 21-Jan.6. The north 
zone runs from Sept. 7-22, 
Oct. 12-Nov. 10 and Dec. 
14-Jan. 6. The daily bag 
limit is 15 in the aggregate 
with a possession limit of 
45 in the aggregate.

For more information 
on the north and south 

zone boundaries for the dove 
hunting season, please refer to the 
2013-14 hunting regulations pam-
phlet found at www.wlf.louisiana.
gov/regulations.

For more information, contact 
Adam Einck at 225-765-2465 or 
aeinck@wlf.la.gov.

mAine
iFw huntinG 
report For 

septemBer 27, 2013
Southern Lakes Region
In the southern region of the 

state, hunters are gearing up for 
pheasant season. Pheasant season 
begins on October 1, and over 
2,300 pheasants will be released 
at 22 different sites in York and 
Cumberland County. 

“If you are looking for an area 
to hunt, we have a list of release 
sites on our website said IFW 
Wildlife Biologist Cory Stearns, 
who recommended the Vern 
Walker and Scarborough Marsh 
Wildlife Management areas as 
good locations to hunt.


