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ing pressure on public hunting 
grounds while also providing 
opportunities in new areas that 
can support the birds and are ac-
cessible to urban residents said 
Scott Walter, DNR upland game 
bird specialist. 

Of the 22 new properties, 14 
are located in southern Wisconsin, 
seven in eastern Wisconsin, and 
one in northwestern Wisconsin. 
Properties were selected based 
on the amount of pheasant hunt-
ing cover and proximity to large 
population centers. 

A 2013 stocking information 
sheet and property maps can 
be found by visiting the DNR’s 
web site and searching keywords 
“pheasant stocking., 

“We are excited about the 
increase in pheasant production 
and look forward to an exciting 
fall pheasant hunting season 
said Dr. Vic Connors, Friends of 
Poynette Game Farm president. 
The department partners with 
Friends of Poynette Game Farm, a 
non-profit group dedicated to sup-
porting quality pheasant hunting 
opportunities through a stocking 
program. 

To further increase hunting op-
portunities, DNR also cooperates 
with conservation clubs enrolled 
in the Cooperative Day-old Chick 
Program. Through the program, 
the conservation clubs raise the 
pheasant chicks and then release 
them on local public hunting 
grounds and private lands open to 
public pheasant hunting. In 2013, 
the department provided 36,250 
rooster chicks to 34 clubs.

The list of private lands open 
to pheasant hunting is available 
by calling the Poynette game farm 
office, 608-635-8120, after Oct. 1. 

The 2013 pheasant hunting 

season runs from noon, Oct. 19 to 
Dec. 31.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Bob Nack, 608-635-
8120; Scott Walter, 608-267-7861

Wyoming
Walk-in Hunting 
atlas available 

online
The majority of big game sea-

sons are just around the corner 
for much of Wyoming. Although 
some areas are already open, most 
hunt areas have Oct. 1 or Oct. 15 
opening dates.”Game and Fish has 
several hunter access programs 
that to help hunters find places to 
hunt. The walk-in hunting atlas 
and information about the hunter 
management program are on the 
Game and Fish website (wgfd.
wyo.gov). The walk-in hunting 
atlas is no longer available in 
print.”The walk-in atlas contains 
information on hundreds of walk-
in areas where hunters can access 
private lands for a variety of spe-
cies. Walk in areas are available in 
21 of Wyoming‚ 23 counties and 
comprise more than 700,000 thou-
sand acres throughout much of 
Wyoming. Walk-in acreage varies 
by hunt area and although many 
areas have walk-in access, acreage 
is limited or non-existent in oth-
ers.. No permit is required to hunt 
in a walk-in area.”Various walk-in 
areas allow hunting for big game 
including elk, deer and antelope 
as well as a variety of upland bird 
species, waterfowl and small game 
and predators. Hunters should 
consult the walk-in atlas for a list 
of species that may be hunted 
within each area and the dates the 
walk-in area is open.”The walk-in 
program is funded, to a large ex-
tent, through anglers and hunters 

contributions to the Game and 
Fish AccessYes program. Hunters 
and anglers have an opportunity 
to donate to AccessYes when they 
buy or apply for a license.”The 
walk-in areas differ from hunter 
management areas, another Game 
and Fish public access program. To 
use one of the 40 hunter manage-
ment areas, hunters must obtain a 
permission slip online or at Game 
and Fish offices. Call (307)777-4600 
or visit wgfd.wyo.gov for more 
information about hunter man-
agement permits and hunting on 
some of the 850,000 acres available 
through the program.”(Contact: Al 
Langston (307) 777-4540)”-WGFD-

game and FisH 
ColleCts sage 
grouse Wings

Sage grouse hunting season 
is now open in most of the state. 
The Wyoming Game and Fish De-
partment requests all sage-grouse 
hunters drop one wing from each 
bird they harvest in sage grouse 
wing collection barrels in the 
field.”Game and Fish biologists 
have placed the marked barrels 
at major access roads to popular 
hunting areas. On their way out of 
the field, hunters are encouraged to 
deposit one wing from each grouse 
harvested in the barrel.”Biologists 
can determine the age and sex of 
the harvested birds by examining 
their wings. Age and sex are valu-
able information for determining 
reproduction rates and, ultimately, 
population trends. In addition to 
the wing data, biologists count the 
number of male birds on spring 
strutting grounds (leks) and try 
to get a sample of brood counts 
after the chicks have hatched. To-
gether, these data provide wildlife 
managers a picture of the overall 
population trend. The wing data 


