
61
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

October/November  2013                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

days before the hunt begins,” he 
says.

Finding pheasants and quail
Robinson says farm land in 

Box Elder, Weber, Davis, Tooele, 
Utah, Juab, Millard, Duchesne 
and Uintah counties are among 
the best places to find pheasants 
in Utah. Many of the wetlands 
near Utah Lake and Great Salt 
Lake also hold good numbers of 
pheasants.

California quail aren’t as 
widespread in the state as pheas-
ants, but good numbers of Cali-
fornia quail are found in parts 
of Duchesne, Uintah and Juab 
counties.

Good numbers of California 
quail are also found in parts of 
Davis, Salt Lake and Utah coun-
ties, but most of these birds are 
within city limits where hunting 
is not allowed.

Gambel’s quail are much 
easier to access   they’re found 
almost entirely on public land in 
the Mohave Desert in the central 
and western parts of Washington 
County.

More information
If you have questions about 

the youth pheasant and quail 
hunt, call the nearest Division of 
Wildlife Resources office or the 
DWR’s Salt Lake City office at 
801-538-4700.

Chukar numbers 
keep Climbing 

Hunt starts Sept. 28
Good news, chukar hunters: 

The number of chukar partridge 
in Utah keeps climbing.

During a helicopter survey 
over western Box Elder County on 
Aug. 29, Division of Wildlife Re-
sources Biologist Jim Christensen 

counted 16 chukars per square 
mile. That’s almost double the 
nine chukars per square mile he 
spotted in September 2012.

DWR Upland Game Coordina-
tor Jason Robinson is optimistic 
that fellow biologist Tom Becker 
will find similar results when 
Becker flies over central Tooele 
County soon.

In 2012, a total of 46 chukars 
per square were spotted in central 
Tooele County. The 46 chukars per 
square mile were the most chu-
kars DWR biologists had seen in 
the area since 2006. “The number 
of chukar partridge is definitely 
climbing in Utah,” Robinson says.

While Robinson isn’t predict-
ing an outstanding chukar hunt 
in Utah this fall, he says “the hunt 
will definitely be better than it was 
last fall.”

Those 15 years of age and 
younger can hunt chukars on Sept. 
21 during Utah’s annual youth 
partridge hunt. After Sept. 21, the 
hunt will close until Sept. 28 when 
Utah’s general hunt, for hunters of 
all ages, opens up.

The news for gray partridge 
isn’t as good. Gray partridge (also 

known as Hungarian partridge) 
are found mostly on or near agri-
cultural land in Box Elder County.

Christensen says the number 
of grays is quite a bit lower than 
it was last fall. Robinson says 
2012 was a really good year for 
gray partridge. “Agricultural 
land, especially land enrolled in 
the federal Conservation Reserve 
Program, is very important to the 
birds,” he says. “I’m not certain 
why the birds aren’t doing as 
well this year, but numbers are 
definitely down.”

Chukars doing well statewide
Findings from the Aug. 29 

helicopter survey match what 
members of a Brigham Young Uni-
versity chukar research team and 
DWR field biologists have seen in 
Utah this year chukar partridge 
numbers appear to be up in chukar 
habitat across the state.

Robinson says weather con-
ditions since last fall have been 
good for chukars: Rain and snow 
in November allowed cheatgrass 
to “green up” before winter ar-
rived, providing plenty of food 
for adult birds. This past winter, 
temperatures were fairly moder-
ate and snowfall was fairly light 


