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Utah
Lots of migrating 

waterfowL 
Duck, goose and swan hunt 

starts Oct. 5
Plenty of ducks, geese and 

swans will be available to hunters 
in Utah this fall. But how long will 
the birds stay?

That’s something hunters are 
wondering about as the start of 
Utah’s general waterfowl hunt 
approaches Oct. 5.

Blair Stringham says this past 
spring was a good one for water-
fowl in the western United States 
and Canada. That includes water-
fowl in Utah.

“In addition to the birds that 
will migrate through the state,” 
says Stringham, migratory game 
bird coordinator for the Division 
of Wildlife Resources, “plenty of 
birds were produced locally.”

Stringham is concerned, 
though, that once shooting starts 
on the marshes, the birds won’t 
have enough places to go to es-
cape the hunting pressure. Having 
places to escape hunting pressure 
is important for the birds and for 
hunters.

When birds have a place to go 
to escape hunting pressure, they’ll 
remain on those areas for most of 
the day before flying back into the 
marshes to feed. When the birds 
fly back into the marshes, hunters 
can have some great hunting.

Stringham says being in the 
right place at the right time is the 
key to having a successful hunt 
this fall. “If you’re in the marsh at 
the start of the season,” he says, 
“locally produced birds and early 
migrants should provide some 
great hunting.”

Once hunting pressure pushes 

these birds out of Utah, being in 
the marsh when larger flocks of 
migrating birds arrive will be the 
key to success.

“If you’re in the marsh when 
these new groups arrive,” he says, 
“you should have good hunting. 
The birds probably won’t stay long 
before heading south, though.”

Ducks, geese and swans are 
doing well

Stringham says all duck spe-
cies, with the exception of scaup, 
are doing as well or better than 
they were at this time last year. 
And so are Canada geese and 
tundra swans.

“Water conditions were re-
ally good last spring in western 
Alberta, Alaska and Montana, 
which is where most of the ducks 
that migrate through Utah come 
from,” he says. “Even though 

Utah was extremely dry this past 
spring, enough water was avail-
able for ducks to nest and raise 
their young. Tons of cinnamon 
teal were raised locally. Plenty of 
gadwalls, mallards and redheads 
were raised locally too.”

Hunting conditions
Water conditions will improve 

as the season progresses. Right 
now, though, almost all of Utah’s 
public hunting areas have at least 
some areas that are dry. Stringham 
provides the following highlights:

• The major ponds on most 
of the state waterfowl manage-
ment areas (WMAs), and on the 
federal Bear River Migratory Bird 
Refuge, have water in them and 
should attract good numbers of 
birds during the season. “These 
areas have some of the best wa-
terfowl habitat in the state right 
now,” Stringham says. “They 


