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ducks and other grassland nest-
ing birds he added. “However, the 
recent overly wet conditions will 
also help bridge the gap a little bit 
for ducks.,

Breeding was running behind 
from previous years as more pairs 
were present and nesting was just 
getting underway during the sur-
vey, Szymanski said. “But we won 
t really know how the ducks did 
until we conduct the July brood 
survey.,

The July brood survey will 
provide a better idea of duck pro-
duction and insight into expecta-
tions for this fall.

Hunters use 
Caution on 
roadways

North Dakota hunters are 
reminded to be cautious on road-
ways, as farmers and ranchers 
are currently busy with fall farm 
duties.

With most hunting seasons 
open and producers harvesting 
crops, moving cattle and hauling 
bales, road traffic is busy at times, 
even on rural gravel roads. With 
that in mind, hunters are asked 
to move to the side of the road to 
allow wide farm vehicles to pass, 
park their vehicles in a place that 
will not block a roadway, field ap-
proach or gate, pick up trash and 
empty shells, and not clean game 
in the road ditch or approach.

In addition, hunters should 
avoid driving off-trail through 
tall vegetation due to dry ground 
conditions.

wetland 
Conditions Good 
for duCk HuntinG

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department‚ annual fall 
wetland survey indicates good 
wetland conditions for duck hunt-
ing throughout most of the state.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said the 
northwest has a record number 
of wetlands, while the rest of the 
state has wetland numbers similar 
to the 2003-12 average.

“Most areas are wetter than 
last year, with poorest conditions 
in the southern half of the state 
Szymanski said.

Much of the state has received 
significant rainfall in the last few 
weeks, while other areas remain 
dry. Hunters should be cautious 
driving off-trail to avoid soft spots, 
and areas like tall vegetation that 
could be a fire hazard.

The quality of waterfowl hunt-
ing in North Dakota is predicated 
on weather conditions and pat-
terns. Szymanski said strong re-
production for ducks in breeding 
areas both in and outside of North 
Dakota makes for good fall hunt-
ing potential.

“Hunters should always scout 
because of ever changing condi-
tions and distribution of water-
fowl Szymanski said.

The wetland survey is con-
ducted in mid-September, just 
prior to the waterfowl hunting 
season, to provide an assessment 
of conditions duck hunters can 
expect.

Hunters sHould 
note Canada 
Goose limits

Canada goose hunters are re-
minded the daily and possession 
limits in the Missouri River Zone 
differ from the rest of the state.

The daily bag limit for Canada 
geese in the Missouri River Zone 
is five, with 15 in possession. The 
remainder of the state has a daily 
bag of eight Canada geese, with 
24 in possession. A hunter may 
take up to eight Canada geese in 
a day, provided no more than five 
come from the Missouri River 
Zone. Subsequently, a hunter may 
possess up to 24 Canada geese, 
provided not more than 15 come 
from the Missouri River Zone.

Opening day for North Dakota 
residents is Sept. 21 for ducks, 
geese, coots and mergansers. Non-
residents may begin hunting wa-
terfowl in North Dakota Sept. 28.

Resident hunters must pos-
sess a general game and habitat 
license and a fishing, hunting and 
furbearer certificate. In addition, 
hunters age 16 and older must 
have a small game license and 
federal duck stamp.

Nonresidents must purchase 
a nonresident waterfowl license, 
including the general game and 
habitat license, and certificate. 
Hunters age 16 and older must 
possess a federal duck stamp. 
Nonresident youth hunters from 
states that provide a reciprocal 
licensing agreement for North Da-
kota residents, qualify for North 
Dakota resident licenses. See the 
2013 North Dakota Waterfowl 
Hunting Guide for details.

All migratory bird hunters are 
reminded to register with the Har-
vest Information Program prior to 


