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southeast and southwest by 11 
percent, and the northwest by 
nearly 2 percent.

Stan Kohn, upland game man-
agement supervisor for the State 
Game and Fish Department, said 
only the southwest was initially 
spared a harsh winter, but a spring 
snowstorm in April buried much 
of the area in more than 12 inches 
of snow.

“Had it not been for the long 
winter in most of the state and the 
April storm, I would have expect-
ed a higher crow count statewide 
this spring Kohn said. ”But I think 
we did lose some birds during 
late spring, which reduced our 
2013 spring breeding population 
slightly from 2012.,

The late spring snowstorms 
and cooler than normal April 
delayed breeding and nesting 
for all upland game birds, Kohn 
said, with early nesting hens fac-
ing rainy conditions, and prob-
ably some flooded nests. ”On the 
positive side, this occurred early 
enough in the nesting season that 
most hens should have renested 
he added. ”In addition, the wet 
spring seemed to jump start grass 
and forb growth in pastures, help-
ing later nesting pheasants with 
improved quality of nesting habi-
tat. Unless we experience some 
early summer weather problems, 
I still expect much better upland 
game production this summer 
from all our species., 

However, Kohn noted, the loss 
of CRP is going to reduce nesting 
and brooding cover in the future, 
and will negatively affect the 
pheasant population.

Spring crowing count data is 
not a good indicator of the fall 
population. It does not measure 
population density, but provides 

an index of the spring rooster 
population based on a trend of 
number of crows heard. Brood sur-
veys, which begin in mid-July and 
are completed by September, are 
a better indicator of the summer‚ 
pheasant production and provide 
insight into what to expect for a 
fall pheasant population.

Pheasant crowing counts are 
conducted each spring throughout 
North Dakota. Observers drive 
specified 20-mile routes, stopping 
at predetermined intervals, and 
counting the number of pheas-
ant roosters heard crowing over 
a two-minute period during the 
stop. The number of pheasant 
crows heard is compared to previ-
ous years data, providing a trend 
summary.

 
Spring Breeding 

duck numBerS 
Tallied

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department‚ annual spring 
breeding duck survey showed an 
index of 3.9 million birds, down 
17 percent from last year but still 
73 percent above the long-term 
average (1948-2012).

Mike Szymanski, waterfowl 
biologist, said blue-winged teal 
and gadwall saw the largest de-
cline. “Blue-wings are coming off 
near-record highs, so it‚ not unex-
pected to see the drop Szymanski 
said.

Blue-winged teal were down 
38 percent and gadwall 28 per-
cent. However, they are both well 
above the long-term average ‚ 
blue-winged teal 42 percent and 
gadwall 59 percent.

“Duck numbers are still really 
good, well above long-term aver-
ages Szymanski said, while men-

tioning that total duck numbers 
for 2013 are similar to estimates 
over the past decade.

Scaup showed a notable in-
crease from last year, while mal-
lards, pintails, shovelers and 
canvasback were essentially un-
changed.

The spring water index was up 
slightly from 2012. The water in-
dex is based on basins with water, 
and does not necessarily represent 
the amount of water contained in 
wetlands.

Water conditions were good 
in larger wetlands, but many shal-
low wetlands were on the verge 
of drying up the week the survey 
was conducted. “The somewhat 
poor wetland conditions probably 
resulted in losing ducks to Cana-
dian nesting grounds Szymanski 
said. “A big factor was probably 
that our smaller, shallow wetland 
basins were not holding much wa-
ter throughout much of the state 
and the larger wetlands were all 
frozen when ducks were migrat-
ing through North Dakota.,

Szymanski said water condi-
tions were much better in the 
northern half of the state. “Duck 
numbers were down roughly 30 
percent in the south central and 
southeastern areas of the state 
due to dry conditions he said. 
“However, breeding and renesting 
conditions aren t reflected well in 
our data this year as most of the 
state got several inches of rain the 
week following our survey. That 
won t change duck numbers, but 
it will mean better conditions for 
breeding and raising young.,

Additionally, the loss of CRP 
acres was evident during the sur-
vey, Szymanski said, as massive 
stretches of land conversion to 
cropland were obvious. “The loss 
of grass will hurt production of 


