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“We found out last year that goose 
meat is very popular with our cli-
ents, so we re hoping hunters will 
again be willing to share some of 
their birds.,

The list of participating pro-
cessors is available on the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Depart-
ment website at gf.nd.gov.

Hunters interested in donating 
are encouraged to call processors 
before dropping off geese, to have 
a clear understanding of how 
goose breasts will be accepted and 
the processor‚ hours of operation, 
Pollert said.

For more information, visit the 
CAPND website at www.capnd.
org, or contact Pollert at (701) 
232-2452.

North Dakota‚ 
2013 small game 
aND furbearer 

regulatioNs are 
set aND most 

seasoN structures 
are similar to last 

year.
Continued expansion of fish-

ers in eastern North Dakota has 
allowed the Game and Fish De-
partment to change from a quota 
system to a limited number of 
days with no quota. The season 
will run from Nov. 25 ‚ Dec. 1. Fish-
ers can only be taken by traps and 
cable devices. A limit of one fisher 
per person is allowed during this 
season.

This year, states can offer a 
possession limit of three times the 
daily bag limit for most migratory 
birds.

Prairie chicken and sage 
grouse seasons will remain closed 
due to low populations.

Only North Dakota residents 
are permitted to hunt waterfowl 
from Sept. 21-27. Nonresidents 
are allowed to hunt waterfowl in 
North Dakota beginning Sept. 28. 
Other waterfowl season details 
will be finalized in mid-August 
in the waterfowl amendment to 
the small game and furbearer 
proclamation.

In accordance with state law, 
nonresidents are not allowed to 
hunt on Game and Fish Depart-
ment wildlife management areas 
or conservation PLOTS (Private 
Land Open To Sportsmen) areas 
from Oct. 12-18.

 
Hunters should refer to the 

North Dakota 2013-14 Small Game 
and Furbearer guides (available 
mid-August) for more details on 
small game and furbearer seasons. 
Waterfowl regulations will be 
available in early September.

 
2012 PheasaNt 

seasoN 
summarizeD 

Wildlife populations were 
flourishing in 2006-07 when Con-
servation Reserve Program acres 
peaked at more than 3.25 million 
in North Dakota. Since then, as 
CRP acres have steadily declined, 
so has the overall harvest of game 
species.

This is never more evident 
than with pheasant. According 
to statistics released by the State 
Game and Fish Department, while 
the number of pheasant hunters 
increased by 4 percent from 2011 
to 2012, overall harvest fell 10 
percent.

“There is a direct correlation 
between habitat and wildlife 
populations, and this is appar-

ent when analyzing pheasant 
numbers said Stan Kohn, upland 
game management supervisor 
for the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department. “For instance, in 
2007 habitat was at a premium, the 
pheasant population was strong 
and total number of hunters sur-
passed more than 100,000 for the 
first time.,

Last year, nearly 86,000 hunt-
ers harvested 616,000 roosters. In 
2007, more than 107,000 hunters 
took nearly 908,000 roosters.

The number of resident hunt-
ers in 2012 was up 1 percent from 
2011, while nonresident pheasant 
hunters increased 9 percent. Birds 
bagged per hunter decreased from 
8.2 to 7.2, and each hunter spent an 
average of 5.4 days afield.

Counties with the highest 
percentage of pheasants taken by 
resident hunters in 2012 were Het-
tinger, 7.7; Burleigh, 7.7; McLean, 
6.7; Morton, 5.7; and Stark, 4.7.

Top counties for nonresident 
hunters were Hettinger, 20.1 per-
cent; Bowman, 8.8; Adams, 6; Em-
mons, 5.9; and McLean, 5.2.

Annual pheasant season sta-
tistics are determined by a mail 
survey of resident and nonresident 
hunters.

PheasaNt crowiNg 
couNts DowN 

statewiDe 
North Dakota‚ 2013 pheasant 

crowing count survey indicates 
that rooster numbers were down 
about 11 percent statewide com-
pared to last year, heading into the 
spring breeding season.

All four pheasant districts 
had lower counts than last year. 
The number of crows heard in the 
northeast declined by 18 percent, 


