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North Dakota
Duck BrooD INDex 

DowN from Last 
Year

North Dakota’s 2013 fall duck 
flight is expected to be down sig-
nificantly from last year, but still 
similar to the good fall flights of 
2007-11.

Mike Johnson, game manage-
ment section leader for the State 
Game and Fish Department, said 
the fall flight estimate is a combi-
nation of the spring breeding duck 
survey and the summer brood 
survey.

Results from the breeding 
duck survey in May indicated the 
duck index was down 17 percent 
from 2012, but still exceeded the 
long-term average by 73 percent. 

May water conditions were up 
17 percent from 2012 and 12 per-
cent above the long-term average.

The mid-July waterfowl pro-
duction survey indicated a duck 
brood index that was down 48 
percent from 2012, but still 27 
percent above the long-term aver-
age. Average brood size was 7.2 
ducklings, up 0.3 from last year. 
The long‚Äëterm average is 7.1 
ducklings per brood.

The water index in mid-July 
was up 60 percent from last year 
and 67 percent above the long-
term average.

The index does not count ev-
ery water body or duckling in the 
state. Instead, biologists sample 
representative transects across 
the state each year. Over time, 
survey results provide biologists 
with trend information that allows 
annual comparisons of waterfowl 
production in the state.

 

PLots GuIDe 
avaILaBLe oNLINe 

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department‚ Private Land 
Open To Sportsmen Guide for 
2013 is now available online at 
the Department‚ website, gf.nd.
gov. In addition, PLOTS Guides 
will be available at most license 
vendors throughout the state in 
early September.

The guide will feature about 
760,000 PLOTS acres. Because the 
guide is printed in mid-August, 
some PLOTS tracts highlighted in 
the guide may have been removed 
from the program since the time of 
printing. There will also be some 
PLOTS tracts where the habitat 
and condition of the tract will have 
changed significantly. Conversely, 
Game and Fish may have added 
new tracts to the program after the 
guide went to press.

To minimize possible confusion, 
Game and Fish will update PLOTS 
map sheets weekly on its website.

The PLOTS Guide features 
maps highlighting these walk-in 
areas, identified in the field by in-
verted triangular yellow signs, as 
well as other public lands.

In addition, a one-page adver-
tisement announces a photo contest 
for the cover of the 2014 PLOTS 
Guide. From end-of-day hunting 
shots, to scenic action or landscape 
shots, the Game and Fish Depart-
ment wants to feature hunter photos 
on the cover and elsewhere in the 
guide that showcase North Dakota‚ 
strong hunting heritage.

PLOTS Guides are free, and 
available at county auditor offices 
and license vendors in the state; 
by walk-in at the Game and Fish 
Department‚ Bismarck office; and 
at district offices in Riverdale, Har-
vey (Lonetree), Williston, Dickin-

son, Jamestown and Devils Lake.
The guides are not available to 

mail, so hunters will have to pick 
one up at a local vendor, or print 
individual maps from the website. 

sPortsmaN 
aGaINst huNGer
The North Dakota‚ Sportsmen 

Against Hunger program is again 
accepting donations of goose meat 
taken during the early Canada 
goose season.

Much like the popular SAH 
deer donation program, hunters 
can bring in their goose meat to 
participating processors. How-
ever, hunters must remove the 
breast meat from the birds before 
processors can accept them.

Hunters can clean their geese 
at home prior to delivery to a 
processor, but breast meat brought 
from home without a wing or head 
attached to the meat, must be ac-
companied by written information 
that includes the hunter‚ name, 
address, signature, hunting license 
number, date taken and species 
and number taken.

Hunters may also deliver 
geese directly from the field to a 
processor, but identification must 
remain attached to the bird until in 
possession of the processor.

Since no goose carcasses or 
feathers are allowed inside pro-
cessing plants, hunters must be 
able to ensure proper disposal and 
clean-up of carcasses.

“We have a number of loca-
tions across the state that will 
handle goose donations said Ann 
Pollert, Executive Director of 
North Dakota‚ Community Action 
Partnership, which sponsors SAH 
as part of its effort to serve low-
income families across the state. 


