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er coveys and smaller covey sizes 
this year, which will create some 
frustration. However, hunters may 
experience better success by mov-
ing to an adjacent mountain range 
if they are not finding birds.

There are certain things in 
this year‚ report that provide at 
least some optimism, said Shawn 
Espinosa, upland game biologist 
at NDOW. “One is that there were 
young birds noted during surveys. 
Last year, there were almost no 
young birds observed. A covey 
consisting completely of vigilant 
adult birds is very difficult to get 
within gun range of. At least the 
young birds may provide for a 
better chance for bagging some 
birds.”

Espinosa also reports that 
quail production in some areas 
was noted and seemed more 
profound than chukar produc-
tion. This will provide additional 
opportunity. “In addition there 
are areas that were not surveyed 
during the aerial survey that have 
been recognized as having good 
numbers of birds and production. 
Portions of Mineral County and 
eastern Elko County exhibited 
this,” he said.

NDOW began aerial chukar 
density surveys in 1975 with the 
use of a helicopter. There are 13 
survey plots, or transects, that 
have been surveyed since then 
and care is taken to survey these 
plots in the same fashion each 
year. These transects are flown in 
a grid pattern where the aircraft 
flies up a drainage, fairly close to 
the ground, and down the adjacent 
ridge. Biologists record the num-
ber of birds observed with care not 
to “double count” coveys.

An upland game bird stamp 
is required for anyone age 12 or 
older, to hunt upland game birds, 

except turkey and crow. The $10 
stamp is available at NDOW of-
fices, authorized license agents 
statewide throughout Nevada 
and online at ndowlicensing.com. 
Funds from the stamp sales are 
used to support guzzler main-
tenance and habitat work that 
benefits upland game bird species.

Espinosa does have some basic 
advice for sportsmen looking to 
get out there this chukar season. 
“One of the best things you can do 
is get into shape and get your dogs 
into shape. If you haven’t hunted 
in Nevada before, you might want 
to go out and look at some spots 
to hunt and see how things look. 
Don t be afraid to try new areas, 
or travel a bit more to experience 
other parts of Nevada. You can 
also talk to big game tag holders 
and find out what they have been 
seeing in areas they have been 
scouting or hunting in to gain in-
formation on chukar numbers or 
production.”

The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) protects, re-
stores and manages fish and wild-
life, and promotes fishing, hunt-
ing, and boating safety. NDOW‚ 
wildlife and habitat conservation 
efforts are primarily funded by 
sportsmen‚ license and conserva-
tion fees and a federal surcharge 
on hunting and fishing gear. Sup-
port wildlife and habitat conser-
vation in Nevada by purchasing 
a hunting, fishing or combination 
license. Find us on Facebook, Twit-
ter or visit us at www.ndow.org. 

NDOW Offers 
YOuth huNts fOr 

uplaND Game
The Nevada Department of 

Wildlife (NDOW) has scheduled 
a two-day upland game hunting 
season for youth hunters 15 years 
of age or younger. Dates for the 
youth hunt are Sept. 28-29.

Any youth participating in this 
hunt must be accompanied by an 
adult who is at least 18 years of 
age. Those hunters 12 -15 years of 
age are required to possess a Ne-
vada junior hunting license with 
an upland game bird stamp. This 
hunt provides youngsters with 
an opportunity to harvest several 
types of upland game including 
cottontail, pygmy and white-tailed 
rabbits, California and Gambel‚ 
quail and chukar.

Hunter education classes are 
available prior to the youth hunt 
and are required for the purchase 
of a hunting license by anyone 
born after Jan. 1, 1960. “The hunter 
education class offers training in 
safe and ethical hunting practices, 
and is a valuable resource even 
if the purchase of a license is not 
required,” said Doug Nielsen, 
Conservation Education supervi-
sor for NDOW. 
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