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Mississippi
WMA WAterfoWl 

DrAW Hunt 
ApplicAtions 

AvAilAble october 
14 

The Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks 
(MDWFP) will begin accepting 
applications for waterfowl draw 
hunts on several Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas (WMAs) on October 
14. Applications must be submit-
ted online at www.mdwfp.com/
draws. WMAs offering waterfowl 
draw hunts are Charlie Capps, 
Howard Miller, Indianola, Ma-
hannah, Muscadine Farms, Tus-
cumbia, and Trim Cane. Hunters 
can select the WMA of their choice 
and assign priority to the dates 
they wish to hunt. 

There will be five separate 
draw periods available to hunt-
ers. Each draw period will allow 
applications for a specific set of 
hunt dates and will close at least 
two weeks prior to the first hunt 
date in that period. Applications 
may be submitted during the fol-
lowing dates:

• 1st Draw Period: October 
14 - November 3 for hunts Novem-
ber 22 - December 1

• 2nd Draw Period: Novem-
ber 4 - November 17 for hunts 
December 4 - 15

• 3rd Draw Period: Novem-
ber 18 - December 1 for hunts 
December 16 - 29 

• 4th Draw Period: Decem-
ber 2 - December 15 for hunts 
December 30 - January 12

• 5th Draw Period: Decem-
ber 16 - December 29 for hunts 
January 13 - 26 

Hunters may apply for a hunt 
in each hunt period on as many 

WMAs as they wish. All waterfowl 
draw hunts will be for one day. 
Drawn applicants will be notified 
by email. All applicants must be 
16 years of age or older and hold a 
valid Mississippi hunting license.

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, visit 
our website at www.mdwfp.com/
waterfowl or call us at (601) 432-
2199. 

Mississippi‚ eArly 
teAl AnD rAil 
seAsons open 
septeMber 14 

The fall’s first duck hunting 
opportunity for Mississippi will 
begin when early teal season 
opens on September 14 and will 
last until September 29. Teal sea-
son is growing in popularity as 
hunters are learning how fun it can 
be to break out their decoys and 
calls to watch blue-winged teal 
sail through the air. Hunters need 
to make sure their hunting license 
is current for the 2013-14 hunting 
season, complete with Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) certi-
fication for Mississippi. Hunters 
also need to purchase state and 
federal waterfowl stamps. The bag 
limit for the September teal season 
is six per day (all teal species) with 
no more than 18 in possession.

Rail seasons also open Septem-
ber 14 and will close November 22. 
Birds included in these seasons are 
king, clapper, sora, and Virginia 
rails, as well as moorhens, and 
gallinules. The daily bag limit for 
clapper and king rails is 15 singly 
or in aggregate, and the possession 
limit is 45 singly or in aggregate. 
The daily bag limit for moorhens 
and gallinules is 15 singly or in ag-
gregate, and the possession limit is 
45 singly or in aggregate. The daily 
bag limit for Virginia and sora rails 

is 25 singly or in aggregate, and the 
possession limit is 75 singly or in 
aggregate.

Shooting hours are from 30 
minutes prior to sunrise until 
sunset. Hunters should remember 
that non-toxic shot must be used 
for waterfowl hunting. In areas 
where hunters may have a chance 
to harvest teal in addition to other 
migratory game birds, only non-
toxic shot should be used for the 
day’s hunt.

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, visit 
our website at www.mdwfp.com/
waterfowl call us at (601) 432-2199. 

Missouri
Missouri‚ sMAll-

gAMe Hunting 
forecAst

Squirrel numbers may be 
down in some parts of Missouri 
this year as a result of drought-
reduced acorn production in 2012. 

Hunters wondering about 
prospects for quail, rabbits, squir-
rels, and other small game in Mis-
souri will find many answers in 
the past two years weather.

The fortunes of wild animals 
always depend heavily on weath-
er. But what‚ good for one game 
animal doesn t always favor oth-
ers. Squirrels and quail offer a 
good example of the contrasting 
effects of weather.

Bobwhite quail build their 
nests on the ground. Immediately 
after hatching, bobwhite chicks 
are barely larger than bumblebees, 
and their downy plumage is not 
waterproof. This makes them 
extremely vulnerable to death by 
hypothermia. Consequently, quail 
nesting success falters when cool, 
wet weather lingers into summer. 
Drought doesn t exactly help 


