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DNR aDvises 
wateRfowl 

huNteRs to avoiD 
spReaDiNg iNvasive 

species
Now that hunting season is 

underway, the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) warns waterfowl hunters 
it‚ against the law to transport 
aquatic invasive species (AIS). 

DNR conservation officers 
routinely inspect equipment dur-
ing the hunting season and enforce 
state regulations related to inva-
sive species.

Many people only associate 
the threat of spreading AIS with 
summertime activities, but hunt-
ers are also at risk of moving 
aquatic invaders from one water-
body to another. Without proper 
precautions, invasive plants and 
animals such as purple loosestrife, 
faucet snails, Eurasian watermil-
foil and zebra mussels could be 
transported on duck boats, blind 
material and hunting gear.

“Hunters are legally required 
to drain all water and remove vis-
ible plants from boats and equip-
ment before leaving the water 
access said Allison Gamble, DNR 
AIS specialist. “Waterfowl hunt-
ers should also remove all mud 
and check everything that could 
harbor aquatic invaders ‚ even 
hunting dogs ‚ to avoid carrying 
unwanted hitchhikers.,

Hunters are required by law to:
•	 Remove	faucet	snails	and	

other prohibited invasive species 
from boats, waders, push poles, 
decoys, and decoy anchors before 
leaving the water access to avoid 
their spread.

•	 Cut	cattails	or	other	aquat-
ic emergent plants above the wa-
terline	 for	blinds	or	 camouflage.	

Thoroughly clean these materials 
before moving to another water-
body. When inspecting boats on 
infested waters, the DNR often 
finds	 zebra	mussels	 attached	 to	
vegetation.

The DNR also recommends 
that waterfowl hunters switch to 
elliptical, bulb-shaped or strap de-
coy anchors that won t snag sub-
merged aquatic plants as easily.

Invasive species can damage 
habitat for waterfowl, fish and 
other wildlife, and even cause die-
offs of waterfowl. It only takes a 
fragment of Eurasian watermilfoil 
to spread into a new waterbody.

At early life stages, some inva-
sive species such as young zebra 
mussels are difficult to see. To 
remove or kill them, take one or 
more of the following precautions 
before moving to another water 
body: spray with high-pressure 
water, rinse with very hot water 
(120 degrees for at least two min-
utes or 140 degrees for at least 10 
seconds)	 or	dry	 for	 at	 least	five	
days. Air drying may require ad-
ditional days due to cool weather.

gRaND RapiDs aRea 
wateRfowl seasoN 
opeNeR is aveRage

Hunter success was about av-
erage on three popular waterfowl 
lakes for the 2013 waterfowl hunt-
ing opener in the Grand Rapids 
area. 

Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) wildlife 
staff conducted waterfowl bag 
checks on opening day, Sept. 21, 
on Big White Oak Lake, Mud Lake 
(both near Deer River) and Big 
Rice Lake near Remer. 

Hunter success in terms of 
ducks bagged per hunter varied 
from a low of 1.6 ducks per hunter 

at White Oak Lake, to 2.2 ducks 
per hunter at Mud Lake. Over the 
five	year	average,	hunter	success	
was about average for each lake.

Mallards, wood ducks and 
blue-winged teal were the most 
common birds in the bag with 
blue-winged teal being the most 
commonly bagged bird at White 
Oak Lake, mallard being the most 
commonly bagged bird at Big Rice 
Lake and wood duck being the 
most commonly bagged bird at 
Mud Lake.

Based on car counts, hunter 
numbers were down about 15 
percent	from	the	five	year	average.

“Noticeably absent in the bag 
this year were ring-necked ducks 
which often represent 50% or 
more of the opening day harvest 
said area wildlife manager Perry 
Loegering. “Ring-necks usually 
start migrating into the state in late 
September, but weren t here yet.,

This year‚ duck hunting sea-
son is 60 days in length. The duck 
bag limit is six ducks daily and 
may not include more than any 
combination of the following: four 
mallards (two hen mallard), three 
scaup, three wood ducks, two 
pintails, two redheads, one black 
duck, and/or two canvasback. If 
not listed, up to six ducks of a spe-
cies may be taken. The daily bag 
limit for coot and moorhen is 15. 
The daily bag limit for merganser 
is	five,	no	more	than	two	of	which	
may be a hooded merganser.

More information about wa-
terfowl hunting in Minnesota is 
available online.


