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affected by a harmful algae bloom 
(HAB) or eat dried algae along 
the shore may become seriously 
ill or die. 

Blue-green algae are really a 
type of bacteria called “cyanobac-
teria,” which occurs naturally in 
all of our waters. Under the right 
conditions, the algae can rapidly 
increase (bloom) and produce tox-
ins. HABs typically begin in May 
and can occur through October 
or later. They generally coincide 
with longer days and warm water 
temperatures and often flourish in 
nutrient-laden waters. However, 
dead algae can wash up on shore-
lines and in marshy areas and per-
sist for long periods ‚ posing a risk 
to dogs that eat or drink the algae 
or ingest it while licking their fur. 
A HAB may look like foam, scum 
or paint floating on the water and 
be colored blue, bright green, 
brown or red. Blooms can develop 
rapidly; if the water appears suspi-
cious or there is decaying algae on 
the shore, avoid contact and keep 
dogs away. 

Dogs are usually exposed to 
the toxins by drinking the HAB-
affected water. However, they may 
still be exposed if they walk on, 
roll in or eat decaying algae along 
the shore or retrieve a bird with 
algae on its feathers. 

The signs of illness in dogs 
usually occur within 30 minutes 
of exposure and include vomiting, 
diarrhea, lethargy, convulsions, 
difficulty breathing and general 
weakness. 

If your dog has ingested algae, 
or has any of these signs after ex-
posure, contact your veterinarian 
immediately as HAB poisoning 
can quickly lead to death. 

People may also become ill 
after contact with a HAB. Symp-
toms vary depending upon the 
type of exposure (e.g. direct con-

tact, ingestion, inhalation) but can 
include rash, vomiting, diarrhea, 
fever, sore throat, and headache. 
If you, or your dog, come into 
contact with algae rinse the area 
with clean, fresh water. 

KDHE samples publicly-acces-
sible bodies of water for cyanobac-
teria when the agency is alerted 
to a potential HAB. When a HAB 
is present, KDHE, in coopera-
tion with KDWPT and other lake 
managers where appropriate, 
responds by informing the public 
of these conditions. KDHE does 
not sample private bodies of water 
such as farm ponds or livestock 
watering tanks. 

Receive up-to-date lake con-
ditions at this Toll Free Number: 
1-855-HAB-LAKE (1-855-422-
5253). 

For information on blue-green 
algae and reporting potential 
harmful algal blooms or to report 
a possible animal exposure, go to: 
http://www.kdheks.gov/algae-
illness/algae_advisories.htm. 

8TH ANNUAL 
DARRELL BROWN 

MEMORIAL YOUTH 
UPLAND HUNT

Each hunter will have the op-
portunity to harvest at least four 
birds during this free hunt 

The Smoky Hill Pheasants 
Forever (PF) chapter, in coopera-
tion with the Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism, 
Pheasant Run Control Shooting 
Area, and the Hunting Heritage 
Group, Inc. will host its 8th annual 
youth upland hunt in memory 
of former PF volunteer, Darrell 
Brown. The hunt will be held Oct. 
26 at the Hays City Sportsman 
Club and is open to youth age 12 
through 18. 

Hunters will learn about train-
ing and hunting with dogs, field 
safety and gun handling, how to 
clean and prepare birds, as well 
as what type of habitat to look 
for when hunting upland birds. 
Hunters will then have the op-
portunity to hunt with mentors 
and provided dogs. 

This special hunt is being of-
fered as part of the Kansas Hunter 
Recruitment and Retention Pro-
gram, “Pass It On,” so the event 
is free. 

For more information, or to 
register for the hunt, contact 
Shayne Wilson at (785) 628-1415 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.

EARLY PRAIRIE 
CHICKEN SEASON 

REQUIRES LEGWORK
Early season prairie chicken 

hunters can cover miles in a day‚ 
hunt 

The early prairie chicken sea-
son (Northwest and East units), 
Sept. 15 - Oct. 15, 2013, gives bird 
hunters a unique opportunity to 
walk up greater prairie chickens 
and work bird dogs long before 
traditional upland bird seasons 
open. The early season was estab-
lished to provide additional hunt-
ing opportunity for this tallgrass 
prairie icon and let hunters enjoy a 
true one-of-a-kind grassland hunt. 

The traditional prairie chicken 
season is Nov. 16-Jan. 31, 2014 in 
the East and Northwest units, and 
Nov. 16-Dec. 31 in the Southwest 
Unit, and during this season, most 
prairie chickens are taken by pass 
shooting. Hunters scout feed fields 
near large tracts of native prairie 
for feeding prairie chickens, and 
then take up stations around feed 
fields well before sunrise. As the 
sun crests the horizon, prairie 


