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tive rule that will be open are also 
listed below.  At most sites, regula-
tions that apply during the regular 
waterfowl hunting season apply 
during the Youth Hunt (hunters 
should check for site-specific regu-
lations, including changes in legal 
shooting hours). During the Youth 
Hunt, the bag limits are the same 
as during regular seasons.  As part 
of the Youth Hunt, hunters age 15 
or younger may hunt ducks, geese, 
coots and mergansers as long 
as they are accompanied by an 
adult at least 18 years of age. The 
accompanying adult cannot hunt 
these species, but may participate 
in other open seasons.  Youth hunt-
ers must have a hunting license or 
Apprentice Hunting License. The 
youth hunter or his or her accom-
panying adult must have a valid 
FOID card. The supervising adult 
does not have to have a hunting 
license if they are not hunting 
other species. Youth hunters age 
15 or younger are not required to 
have a state or federal duck stamp.  
All waterfowl hunters, including 
those participating in the Youth 
Hunt, are required to register with 
the Harvest Information Program. 
In order to register with HIP, 
hunters will need to have their 
hunting license number available. 
Hunters should register for HIP at 
the license vendor when they buy 
their hunting license or by calling 
1-888-6PERMIT (1-888-673-7648) 
or online through the IDNR web-
site at www.dnr.illinois.gov. 

IOWA
“NeW HuNtINg 

OppOrtuNIty fOr 
NONresIdeNt 

dIsAbled VeterANs 
ANd NONresIdeNt 
dIsAbled ActIVe 

MIlItAry”
The Iowa Legislature passed a 

bill last year that allows a limited 
number of nonresident disabled 
veterans and disabled active mili-
tary personnel to hunt in Iowa at 
resident prices.  To qualify for 
one of the special licenses in this 
program, the hunter must either 
be a veteran with a service-con-
nected disability rating of 30% or 
more, or serving on active duty in 
the federal military service and 
participating in the Integrated 
Disability Evaluation System. 
The applicant must also be a par-
ticipant in a hunt conducted by an 
approved nonprofit organization 
that provides hunting experiences 
for disabled veterans and military 
personnel.”The Legislature allo-
cated 25 anysex deer tags and 25 
turkey tags for this program from 
an existing special license pro-
gram for nonresident hunters who 
promote the state of Iowa and its 
natural resources. The tags will be 
available upon application, with 
a process to make sure that this 
opportunity is spread as evenly 
as possible among the nonprofit 
organizations that provide these 
hunting experiences.  Please go 
to http://www.iowadnr.gov/
Hunting/HuntingLicensesLaws/
LicenseApplications.aspx to find 
the applications

pHeAsANts tAke A 
HIt IN 2013 uplANd 

gAMe surVery
Fall pheasant hunters will take 

a step back in time, as the season 
opens. Following August roadside 
surveys, the average number of 
birds seen on over 200 30-mile 
route was 6.5; virtually identical 
to the 6.6 posted in 2011. That 
count was the lowest in 60 years 
of summer surveys and preceded 
the lowest harvest in Iowa‚ rich 
pheasant hunting history.

“Spring 2013 was terrible for 
ground nesting birds reviews 
DNR upland game research biolo-
gist Todd Bogenschutz. “Rainfall 
was the highest in 141 years of 
record keeping in Iowa. Over 15 
inches fell in April and May; more 
than twice our normal rainfall., 

With the fifth coolest tem-
peratures on record, survival of 
pheasant chicks plummeted. As 
a result, hunters should expect to 
harvest 100,000 to 150,000 pheas-
ants during the October 28-Janu-
ary 10 season. 

On the upside, good habitat 
will still yield results. 

“Hunters will find birds in 
those good core areas; with winter 
habitat and nesting cover. North-
west and north central Iowa are 
still holding in there noted Bo-
genschutz.

Iowa‚ pheasant harvest has 
dropped in most of the last 20 
years; due to the loss of good 
habitat and--in many years--poor 
weather. That reality was knifed 
home by a five year streak (2006-
2011) of winters with 30 plus inch-
es of snow. Winter mortality for 
Iowa‚ favorite gamebird is higher, 
during extended snow cover.

Through 2012, hopes were 
buoyed with normal winter and 


