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State license fees help support 

wildlife conservation in Georgia. 
The state receives federal funds 
from the Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration program, based on a 
number of factors, including the 
number of paid sporting licenses. 
In Georgia, these funds are ap-
proximately $14 million a year 
and have helped restore habitat 
and improve wildlife populations, 
among other conservation efforts. 

For more information, visit 
www.georgiawildlife.com/hunt-
ing/waterfowl . 

2013 Public Dove 
FielD Forecast
Biologists with the Georgia 

Department of Natural Resources 
Wildlife Resources Division re-
cently issued the 2013 dove field 
forecast covering wildlife manage-
ment areas and additional dove 
fields throughout the state. 

The forecast identifies avail-
able crops and anticipates the 
expected conditions for opening 
day, noting if fields are in excel-
lent, good, fair or poor condition. 
Hunters can utilize the online 
resource as they plan opening day 
activities. Forecast at www.geor-
giawildlife.com/DoveForecast . 

For more information on dove 
hunting rules and regulations, 
hunters should review the 2013-
2014 Georgia Hunting Seasons 
and Regulations guide, available 
at www.georgiawildlife.com/
hunting/regulations. 

iDaHo
sHarP-taileD 

grouse season 
oPens tHis week
The sharp-tailed grouse season 

opens Tuesday, October 1, and 
runs through October 31, with a 
daily bag limit of two birds and 
a possession limit of six.  The 
season is open only in eastern 
Idaho in these areas: Bingham and 
Clark counties east of Interstate 
15, Franklin, Fremont, Jefferson 
County east of Interstate 15, Madi-
son, and Teton counties, Bonnev-
ille County east of Interstate 15, 
Bannock County east of Interstate 
15 and south of Interstate 86, Bear 
Lake, Caribou, Cassia County east 
of Interstate 84 and that portion 
west of Interstate 84 south of the 
Malta-Sublett Road and east of 
the Malta-Strevell Road, Frank-
lin, Oneida, and Power County 
south of Interstate 86.  The rest 
of the state is closed.  Columbian 
sharp-tailed grouse were once 
distributed in grassland-mountain 
brush habitats throughout south-
ern and western Idaho north to the 
Palouse Prairie.”Habitat changes 
due to agricultural development, 
improper livestock grazing, and 
human development, among 
other factors, have reduced this 
grouse’s range to areas mostly in 
southeastern Idaho.  Agricultural 
lands enrolled in the USDA’s Con-
servation Reserve Program cur-
rently provide important habitat 
for this species and have led to 
increased populations since 1986. 
Good populations still exist from 
Fremont County south to Utah in 
grasslands associated with choke-
cherry, sagebrush, hawthorn, 
serviceberry, bitterbrush and 
other brushy cover.”Sharp-tailed 
grouse have been introduced 
into historical range in southern 

Twin Falls County and southeast-
ern Owyhee County. Twin Falls 
County, Owyhee County and 
most of Cassia County are closed 
to the hunting of sharp-tailed 
grouse.”Sharp-tailed grouse also 
occur around Split Butte area in 
Minidoka County. Hunting of 
sharp-tailed grouse is closed in 
Minidoka County.”Any person 
hunting sharp-tailed grouse must 
have in their possession a valid 
2013 Idaho hunting license with a 
sage/sharp-tailed grouse permit 
validation at $4.75. The permit 
allows better monitoring of the 
harvest of this game bird. It is 
available at Fish and Game license 
vendors.”All hunters are encour-
aged to refer to the upland game 
or waterfowl rules brochures for 
hunt details on seasons, limits and 
rules, available at all license ven-
dors, Fish and Game offices and 
online at: http://fishandgame.
idaho.gov/public/docs/rules/
uplandBird.pdf. 

illinois
YoutH Hunt 

weekenDs PreceDe 
start oF regular 

waterFowl 
seasons in eacH 

Zone 
A number of Illinois state 

parks, fish and wildlife areas, 
conservation areas and recre-
ation areas will be open to youth 
waterfowl hunting during the 
2013North Zone Youth Waterfowl 
Hunt, Central Zone Youth Water-
fowl Hunt, South Central Zone 
Youth Waterfowl Hunt and South 
Zone Youth Waterfowl Hunt, the 
Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) announced 
today. Federal sites that fall under 
the IDNR waterfowl administra-


