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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

FirEarms iNdustry 
CoNtributEs $150,000 

to NaWCa
The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation (NSSF), the trade asso-
ciation for the firearms and ammu-
nition industry, today announced 
it has contributed $150,000 to 
supplement Congressional fund-
ing of the North American Wet-
land Conservation Act (NAWCA), 
a grant program providing federal 
cost-share funding to support the 
North American Waterfowl Man-
agement Plan. This year” payment 
is part of a five-year NSSF initia-
tive that is providing $750,000 to 
support wetlands conservation 
and migratory bird habitat in the 
United States, Canada and Mexico.

“The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation and our member 
companies are committed to pre-
serving, protecting and enhanc-
ing our nation” proud heritage of 
wildlife conservation and hunting 
access,” said Lawrence G. Keane, 
NSSF senior vice president and 
general counsel. “The funds we 
are providing today are part of a 
multi-year investment will help 
serve these worthy causes for 
generations to come and are a re-
minder that hunters are America” 
original conservationists and that 
the firearms and ammunition in-
dustry are the historic champions 
of wildlife conservation.” 

According to the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, from September 
1990 to date, approximately 5,000 
program partners in 2,326 projects 
have received nearly $1.28 bil-
lion in grants. The partners have 
contributed another $2.68 billion 

in matching funds to affect 27.5 
million acres of habitat. For more 
information on NAWCA, visit 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
website. 

major milEstoNE 
For FamiliEs 

aFiEld‚Äî1 millioN 
NEW HuNtErs!

National Program Reduced 
Barriers, Created Opportunities 
for Newcomers 

The future of hunting is bright-
er today than it was nearly a 
decade ago thanks to the extraor-
dinary success of Families Afield, 
an innovative program that has 
introduced 1 million newcomers 
to hunting.

This impressive number dem-
onstrates that interest in hunting 
remains high and that what” 
needed to spark a lifelong passion 
for hunting is a proper introduc-
tion enabled by state regulations. 
With success in hand, “Families 
Afield” call to action is this: If your 
state offers an apprentice hunting 
license, make it a point to bring 
a newcomer along this hunting 
season; or if you’ve never gone 
hunting before, seek out a mentor 
and give it a try.

Launched in 2004, Families 
Afield was developed to increase 
the number of hunters to ensure 
a promising future for the tradi-
tion of hunting and conservation. 
Hunters provide the lion” share of 
support for conservation through 
the purchases of hunting licenses 
and excise taxes paid on sales of 
firearms and ammunition. 

“I wasn’t really sure if I wanted 
to be a hunter, so my dad told me 
we can get this apprentice hunting 
license and we can see if you like 
it,” said youth apprentice hunter 
Seth Wasilewski in a new Families 
Afield video. 

That features youth and par-
ents who have taken advantage 
of the program. Seth, who took 
his first deer that day, went on 
to complete his hunter education 
course and continues to hunt, 
progression followed by so many 
other mentored hunters.

Families Afield is a model of 
cooperative effort by several major 
organizations. The program was 
founded in 2004 by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
and the U.S. Sportsmen” Alliance. 
The National Rifle Association and 
Congressional Sportsmen” Foun-
dation are also coalition partners 
in the Families Afield program.

To achieve its mission, Fami-
lies Afield focused on removing 
barriers such as age restrictions 
that were preventing sportsmen 
and women from passing hunting 
on to the next generation. Families 
Afield also encouraged states to 
establish an apprentice hunting 
license, “try before you buy”, con-
cept that allowed newcomers to go 
afield with an experienced mentor 
before completing a hunter educa-
tion course. Cumulative sales of 
apprentice hunting licenses have 
surpassed 1 million. 

Today, 35 states have approved 
legislation. making it easier for 
newcomers to try hunting with 
an experienced mentor. ”I don’t 
know that sitting in a classroom 
for two or three days would have 
sparked the same interest [in my 
son] as getting out in the woods 


