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This year‚ nominees are:
Conformation

 •  Tom Davies of Brim-
field, Massachusetts grew 
up in Michigan, bird hunt-
ing with Springers and 
Brittanys. He has owned 
and bred Old English 
Sheepdogs, Bearded Col-
lies, Siberian Huskies, Bel-
gian Sheepdogs, Belgian 
Tervuren, Belgian Mali-
nois, Belgian Laekenois 
and a Xoloitzquintli, and 
judges the Herding Group. 
He has been a delegate for 
40 years and served on the 
Boards of AKC and AKC 
CAR. 

 •  Pat Hastings of Alo-
ha, Oregon has been in-
volved in the dog world 
since 1959 as an owner-
handler, breeder and pro-
fessional handler. She has 
evaluated over 25,000 pup-
pies, using her research 
into canine structure in 
order to help breeders de-
termine the best lifestyle 
choice for each puppy. Pat 
has presented seminars for 
25 years around the world 
to all aspects of the sport. 
She began judging in 1991. 

 •  Bill Holbrook of Se-
quim, Washington entered 
the AKC world in 1951 as 
the show chairman for the 
Cornhusker Kennel Club, 

later becoming an All-
Breed Professional Han-
dler. He received judging 
approval in 1969. In ad-
dition to judging assign-
ments all over the country, 
he twice judged the Collie 
Club of America National 
Specialty, the highlight 
of his judging career. Bill 
became an AKC Field Rep-
resentative in 1980 until he 
retired in 2007 at age 82. 

Performance
 •  Ray Calkins of Sher-

wood, Oregon handled his 
first German Wirehaired 
Pointer to a red ribbon in a 
puppy stake in 1975. Since 
then, ten of his owner-
trained and handled dogs 
have earned field champi-
onships. Four of his dogs 
hold nine National Field 
Championships. Ray has 
been a member of the Ger-
man Wirehaired Pointer 
Club of America (GWPCA) 
since 1974, and has served 
in a variety of positions. He 
is a National Champion-
ship Judge for all the AKC 
pointing breeds (except 
GWPs) and the AKC Gun 
Dog Championships. 

 •  Kate Simonds of Mor-
risville, Vermont has been 
involved in field trials for 
42 years, during which she 
and her husband Pete have 

trained 13 FC/AFCs. She 
has participated as an 
officer, worker, competi-
tor, Field Trial Chairman 
and Secretary, and Chief 
Marshall. She has been 
judging trials since the 
1970s and judged for the 
National Retriever Club 
in 1978. Currently she is 
participating in Field Tri-
als, serving on the Labra-
dor Retriever Club board 
and is an AKC Delegate.

 •  Jeannie Wagner of 
Elyria, Ohio obtained 
her first Irish Setter in 
1973 and dogs she has 
produced have achieved 
obedience, hunt, confor-
mation and field titles. 
She has chaired field and 
show events for the Irish 
Setter Club of Ohio and 
sat on many field com-
mittees in her 35 years 
as member of the Irish 
Setter Club of America. 
As a writer, she has won 
six Maxwell medallions 
from the Dog Writers As-
sociation of America. 


