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contact Dr. Gerald Rushin with 
APHIS at (301) 851-3751. How do 
I know if this rule applies to me?  
This rule applies to those who 
maintain more than four “breed-
ing females” AND sell a puppy as 
a pet “sight unseen” or sell to a 
third party (wholesale). This 
means that the buyer must actu-
ally see the puppy in person prior 
to the purchase. If you are con-
cerned about buyers coming to 
your home, you may arrange a 
location to meet the buyer and al-
low them to see the puppy. If you 
have fewer than five breeding fe-
males, and/or allow buyers to see 
the puppy in person prior to pur-
chase, then this rule does not apply 
to you. If you wish to own more 
than 4 “breeding females” and sell 
the offspring as pets and do not 
wish to be regulated, you may 
avoid regulation by selling all your 
dogs in a face-to-face transaction. 
A face-to-face transaction includes 
one where the seller and buyer are 
physically present and the buyer 
has the opportunity to observe the 
animal before taking custody of it. 
Are there any exemptions to this 
rule?, The new definition of dealer 
subject to USDA licensing and 
regulation includes “any dog... for 
research, testing, experimentation, 
exhibition*, or for use as a pet, or 
any dog sold at the wholesale 
level for hunting, security or 
breeding purposes”. (*exhibition 
as defined in the AWA excludes 
purebred cat and dog shows). The 
rule seems to indicate that if you 
are selling a dog as a breeding 
prospect, to maintain bloodlines, 
or for hunting, working, or secu-
rity, you would be exempt. If you 
are selling the dog as a pet, you 
would not be exempt. It is impor-
tant that the seller be able to 
clearly demonstrate their purpose 
in selling the dog at the time of 
sale. However, additional clarifica-

tion from USDA is needed on this 
point. You are also exempt if you 
sell the dog in a face-to-face trans-
action. Will this rule limit the 
number of dogs I can own?, No. 
The rule does not limit the number 
of dogs a person may keep, breed 
or sell. It is designed to regulate 
under the federal Animal Welfare 
Act (AWA) those who sell dogs as 
pets over the internet or “sight-
unseen”. Enforcement, What if 
USDA identifies a breeder as being 
subject to licensure and out of 
compliance?, After the rule goes 
into effect, USDA has told the AKC 
that they understand there will be 
a significant amount of time need-
ed for them to prepare to enforce 
the rule and is not providing a time 
certain by which breeders must 
come into compliance. The USDA 
has indicated that when they lo-
cate a person they believe to be out 
of compliance their first step will 
be to send a letter asking for infor-
mation and to help determine 
whether they need to be licensed. 
They will then work with that 
person to come into compliance. 
You will not be immediately fined 
or punished. For more information 
on pre-licensing visit the USDA/
APHIS Animal Care website. How 
will APHIS find out if I fall under 
this new rule? Will AKC be provid-
ing registrant contact informa-
tion?, All of AKC’s records are 
confidential and AKC will not 
share your information. The AKC 
urges all responsible dog owners 
to comply with all applicable fed-
eral, state, and local laws and 
regulations. My state regulates 
breeders. Will this supersede state 
law?, This will depend on your 
individual state laws. Contact the 
appropriate state agency for spe-
cific questions. AKC encourages 
breeders and dog owners to be in 
compliance with all applicable 
federal, state, and local regulations 

and laws. What should I be doing 
right now if I think this rule will 
apply to me?, USDA/APHIS is 
asking individuals who believe 
they may fall under the new rules 
to self-identify and have indicated 
a commitment to work directly 
with individuals to determine 
whether their particular case 
would make them subject to new 
regulation. You will not be pun-
ished or targeted if you contact 
them. They are committed to an-
swering questions and helping 
breeders understand the rule, not 
targeting specific dog owners who 
are genuinely trying to understand 
and be in compliance.
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In an ongoing campaign to rec-
ognize the hard work and commit-
ment of breeders dedicated to im-
proving the health, temperament 
and quality of purebred dogs, the 
American Kennel Club announced 
today the seven group recipients 
of the 2013 AKC Breeder of the 
Year Award. 

 The AKC Breeder of the Year 
Award celebrates several of AKC‚ 
most distinguished breeders and 
we‘re proud to recognize seven 
outstanding breeding programs as 
the 2013 Group finalists, said Mi-
chael Canalizo, AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship Event 
Manager. These breeders all strive 
to produce dogs useful in both 


