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News From The AKC

AKC LAuNChes Dog 
TrAiNiNg supporT 
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Is your dog driving you crazy 
with rambunctious behavior you 
just can’t control? Puppy training 
giving you the blues? No time to 
search the Internet for advice you 
can trust? Promoting responsible 
dog ownership is at the heart of 
the American Kennel Club, and 
the launch of its newest service, 
the Good-Dog! Helpline, gives 
dog owners live telephone sup-
port from knowledgeable dog 
trainers when you need it most. A 
hotline for happiness for you and 
you dog. 

AKC’s Good-Dog! Helpline 
easily and thoroughly aids all dog 
owners in understanding their 
pet’s behavior with a simple call. A 
team of expert trainers - available 
six days a week - will help owners 
understand their dog’s actions and 
provide training solutions to get 
you and your dog speaking the 
same language. 

 Whether you‚‘re training a 
new puppy or looking to improve 
your adult dog‚ manners, expert 
instruction that is easily accessible 
from your home can be hard to 
find, said Penny Leigh, AKC Pro-
gram Manager of the new service. 
Good-Dog! Helpline was designed 
to be the go-to telephone support 
resource that fosters and builds 
long-lasting bonds between dogs 
and owners. 

According to the AKC Good-

Dog! Helpline‚ trainers, whose 
diverse pedigrees include experi-
ence in veterinary medicine, agil-
ity competition, therapy work and 
even biomechanical engineering, 
owners often report similar frus-
trations. Puppy housebreaking, 
puppy destructiveness and com-
ing when called top the list of most 
common training hurdles. 

 No matter how common or 
unique the problem, we are here 
to help you and your dog build 
the healthiest, happiest relation-
ship possible, said AKC Good-
Dog! Helpline trainer Breanne 
Long. Customers will be advised 
of additional training and event 
opportunities by being notified of 
local AKC affiliated training clubs 
in their area. 

For a one-time fee of $79.99, 
subscribers can speak to an avail-
able trainer with no restrictions for 
the life of their dog. The Helpline 
team is available via a toll toll-free 
number from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. 
(EST) Monday through Friday, 
and Noon to 6 P.M. (EST) on Sat-
urdays. 

To learn more about AKC 
Good-Dog! , visit http://www.
akc.org/helpline
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Tomorrow, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service 

(USDA/APHIS) will publish the 
finalnew federal regulations that 
narrow the retail pet store exemp-
tion under the federal Animal 
Welfare Act (AWA), triggering a 
60-day countdown to enactment 
(November 18, 2013) of those 
regulations. 

The purpose of the new rule is 
to bring internet-based pet breed-
ers and sellers under the regula-
tion of the AWA. The rule expands 
USDA oversight of pet breeders 
to include people who maintain 
at least five breeding females of 
any speciesANDsell at least one 
pet sight unseen. Despite the good 
intentions of the rule-makers, AKC 
believes this overly broad rule will 
penalize some small responsible 
breeders who rarely sell puppies 
while ignoring substandard op-
erations that sell dogs roadside 
or in parking lots. AKC believes a 
better option would be to regulate 
commercial breeding based on the 
number of dogs sold, not the num-
ber of dogs a person owns, said 
AKC spokesperson Lisa Peterson.

The 19,000-word Final Rule, 
APHIS-2011-0003, RIN 0579-AD57, 
Revision of the Definition of Retail 
Pet Store includes multiple areas 
of regulatory detail that remain 
unclear, confusing or unfair based 
on the available information, par-
ticularly regarding the definition 
of breeding female and how the 
agency intends to enforce the new 
requirements. We encourage you 
to review the materials and contact 
APHIS at (301) 851-3751 to obtain 
answers to your questions. 

This is a regulatory, not legis-
lative, change. There was no vote 
in Congress and AKC has to work 
within the confines of an admin-
istrative rather than legislative 
process. Since the rule was first 
proposed in May 2012, the AKC 
has worked to educate USDA/


