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altogether, the dog will lose the 
motivation to try.

 I used the word punish-
ment previously. In some dog 
owners' circles, the word pun-
ishment is viewed as a four- let-
ter word. The use of positive 
reinforcement only is preached. 
A negative consequence to an 
undesired behavior coupled 
with positive reinforcement for 
the contrasting desired behav-
ior is the magic formula. When I 
refer to punishment, I am refer-
ring to an effect that follows a 
cause (the undesired behavior) 
that is impressionable enough 
to inhibit the behavior from 
occurring in the future. The 
consequences must be impres-
sionable and meaningful if the 
behavior is to be eliminated in 
the future.

 Bluffs do not work. The dog 
will call a bluff, and the result 
is inconsistency of giving an 
effort to respond to a known 
command in a timely man-

ner. If someone were speeding 
through town and the police 
pulled the driver over and 
yelled, "No," but did not write 
out a ticket, there would be 
no meaningful consequence. 
There has to be a consequence 
perceived by the dog in order to 
develop reliability of comply-
ing with a command or cue in 
a timely manner.

 My recommended method 
for developing a puppy or 
rehabilitation for an older dog 
is the same. I establish the 
understanding of the desired 
behavior such as recalling via 
the identification and reward. I 
use a clicker to identify the de-
sired behavior as the behavior 
is occurring and then reward 
the behavior with a piece of 
food. Food is a bigger motiva-
tor to the dog than praise. Once 
the dog is reliably offering the 
desired behavior in order to 
receive a paycheck, I introduce 
the command while the dog is 

exhibiting the behavior. Once 
the dog responds in yard train-
ing 80 percent of the time, I 
introduce the dog to the e-collar 
in a proper e-collar condition-
ing program. The e-collar is our 
final bridge to generalizing the 
command in the field.

For more information about 
George Hickox and his training 
go to his website www.george-
hickox.com


