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Before WWII, when skeet 
was a 5-gauge sport, it included 
the 16 gauge. Sixteen gauge am-
munition was quite common 
at that time and Winchester’s 
development of WS-1 and WS-2 
(which we know today as Skeet 
1 & 2, or Quail I & II) for their 
great Model 21 side-by-side 
shotgun really got the best out 
of No. 9’s  “ì on the skeet field 
and for birds shot over dogs. 
The 16 gauge was a champ 
then and these small pellet-size 
loads demonstrate why it still is 
a champ. 

The small pellet sizes: Nos. 
7-1/2, 8, 8-1/2 and 9 are vastly 
under-rated as birdhunting 

loads. And the increased veloci-
ties now available on many of 
these loads only enhance and 
extend their performance. For 
small gauge shooters, these 
smaller pellet options lend cred-
ibility to the concept. 

Visualize a 28-gauge shooter 
shooting No. 6’s on pointed 
pheasant. He gets only 169 pel-
lets in a standard 3/4 oz. Load. 
But he gets over 300 No. 8’s or 
375 No. 8-1/2’s. Small pellets 
give him a 2-to-1 chance of a 
dead-in-the-air head or neck 
hit. And if he had the wisdom 
to slip a load of No. 9’s in the 
first barrel, he’d put 439 pellets 
in the air, increasing his odds to 
over 2-1/2-to-1!

That 25¬¢-piece in your 
pocket will cover the head/
neck target area on quail and 
dove; and a silver dollar will 
do the same for grouse and 
pheasant. Now imagine either 
coin flipped in the air, 20 or 25 
yards away. Which shot size 
has the best chance of nicking 
the coin? 169 No. 6’s, or 375 
No. 8-1/2 pellets? Hmmm? 

Your toss -- heads or tails. 

Bill Hanus hails from New-
port, OR


