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failure says more about 
you to people then per-
haps anything else. We all 
get asked about breeders 
and trainers throughout 
the year. And we all know 
people from all over to 
recommend. But would 
I or any of the 
observers ever 
recommend this 
handler to train 
ours or anyone 
else‚Äôs dog? 
I  doubt  that . 
So in this case 
though the dog 
definitely failed 
the day, the han-
dler failed much 
worse.

T h e r e  a r e 
many ways to 
handler failure. The first 
hunt tests I ever ran was 
with Jim Busch ‚Äúthe 
Vizsla Guru‚Äù of Winnea-
bago IL. We ran at Wilm-
ington, IL for an Illinois 
Vizsla Junior Hunt test. It 
was Labor Day weekend, 
which should be great 
weather, but ended up be-
ing a monsoon. It was one 
of those rains that goes 
on for days and even fast 
wipers does not clear your 
windshield.

We all knew it was ter-
rible conditions, but we 

had all paid our money 
and we were there to take 
our chances. On the way to 
the line I met up with a guy 
with a German Shorthair 
just nodding his head. 

I asked: ‚Äúhow‚Äôs it 
going‚Äù he looked up and 

said: ‚ÄúA rain from hell 
and a deer runs across the 
test field and my Shorthair 
followed him across and 
out of the field, I can not 
win. Guess we all have bad 
days!‚Äù And that was it! 
A class act all the way, no 
excuses, just statement 
of fact.  An ‚ÄúOn any 
day‚Äù event, and we all 
had been there. We all had 
sympathy for the guy, and 
we thought no less about 
him for it. Though in the 
back of our minds I expect 
we all thought, this guy 
get‚Äôs it. 

We train as much as 
possible but some days 
are just not our day, accept 
it and move on.  Ranting 
and raving or blaming the 
judges or the set-up of the 
test does not change thing, 
on that day the stars were 

not lined up 
and you were 
dest ine for 
failure. Take 
it like a man 
and move on. 
It sure helps 
everyone‚Äôs 
image of you 
when you do.

S o  n e x t 
time you have 
an ‚Äúon any 
day‚Äù mo-
ment, take a 

second and think before 
you act. Yea I know you 
may feel like ranting and 
raving, but by doing so 
the failure becomes yours, 
not the dogs. Or you can 
bite your tongue smile and 
look at people who have 
been in your shoes them-
selves and say: ‚Äúit‚Äôs 
just not our day.‚Äù 

You own your image; let 
it be a classy one.

Dennis Guldan hails 
from New Brighton, MN


