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Anytime you are run-
ning a dog in events you 
WILL have bad days. But 
how you handle that bad 
day speaks volumes. Go 
to any test or trial and you 
are going to see, dogs that 
can pass the test a level 
above which it is running, 
totally blow the test they 
are running today. Some 
of us call that the ‚ÄúOn 
any Day syndrome.‚Äù  
And the syndrome works 
both ways, some day‚Äôs 
dogs find birds they never 
should of and others walk 
fall over birds they never 
see.

But in this article I‚Äôm 
not talking about the dogs I 
am talking about handlers.  
There has never been a test 
ever run that there are not 
spectators. There may not 
be a gallery, which is rare, 
but there is always a couple 
of judges, a gunner or two 
and a couple of bird plant-
ers, just to name a few. And 

you know that people talk.
We al l  know what 

I‚Äôm talking about. The 
guy or gal that goes bal-
listic when the dog fails 
miserably in an event. We 
all have seen them and you 
can bet there will be at least 
one per event. 

Recently I was at the 
Lake Country Retriever 
hunt test at the Master 
Hunter field. I was watch-
ing the event contentedly 
asking questions and BSing 
when the ‚Äúbad day‚Äù 
hit for the handler on the 
line.  Part of the Master 
Hunter retriever water 
test is to retrieve a triple. 
There is an old adage that 
‚ÄúMaster Dogs should 
be able to do anything but 
walk on water, that too 
with a high tide.‚Äù

At the line at any of the 
three types of master tests, 
your dog is expected to be 
under control without a 

leash. It‚Äôs a Master dog 
one would expect nothing 
less.  Well on this day the 
third bird was too much 
and the Lab broke and 
went for the third bird.

The four of us on the 
hill looked at each other 
and said, ‚Äúhe‚Äôs hav-
ing a bad day!‚Äù We all 
have been there,  ‚Äúon 
any day syndrome.‚Äù 
When it happened, I had 
no opinion of the handler. 
But over the course of the 
next minute I immediately 
came to the conclusion I 
had a VERY different opin-
ion of the man.

As the dog was swim-
ming toward the third bird 
this handler threw a tirade 
that would have put Bobby 
Knight to shame. We all 
watched, perhaps a dozen 
of us including the judges 
and test helpers as this per-
son made a compete fool 
out of himself. And what 
did he gain?

Not a damn thing! 
But what he did do, was 
make us all wonder what 
he did with dogs he was 
training at home when he 
WASN‚ÄôT in the lime 
light. 

What he failed to recog-
nize is performance under 

Handling A Bad Day
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