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populations tend to go through 
an up-and-down cycle every 
seven to 10 years.

“Rabbit numbers are lower 
this year, but this type of de-
cline is expected with this cy-
cle,” said Stricker. “Regardless 
of these cyclical changes, cot-
tontail rabbit populations are 
excellent throughout Ohio and 
provide plenty of opportunities 
for a family hunting outing.”

Quail and pheasant popu-
lations may be lower than 
previous years, and Stricker 
said quail and pheasant are 
heavily dependent upon qual-
ity habitats on private lands 
provided by the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP). Wil-
liams and Defiance counties 
in northwest Ohio have strong 
pheasant populations because 
of the habitat contributions by 
local landowners. Upland game 
populations are responding 
positively to habitat programs 
in other areas around the state, 
especially in counties with 
significant enrollment in the 
Scioto Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program and 
Quail Buffer practices in CRP 
known as CP33.

Cottontail rabbit hunting 
continues through Feb. 28, 2013. 
Ring-necked pheasant hunting 
is open through Jan. 6, 2013. 
Both seasons are closed during 
the statewide 2012 deer-gun 
hunting season, Nov. 26-Dec. 2.

Rabbits, pheasants and quail 
may be hunted from sunrise to 
sunset. The daily bag limit for 
all three species remains un-
changed from last year at four 
rabbits, two pheasants (roost-

ers/males only) and four quail.
Hunters are reminded that 

snowshoe hares are not legal 
game in Ohio and should not be 
hunted. Snowshoe hares were 
recently reintroduced to north-
eastern Ohio after nearly a cen-
tury of absence. They are brown 
early in the season, which 
makes them resemble cotton-
tail rabbits. To avoid confusion 
between cottontail rabbits and 
snowshoe hares, portions of 
Geauga and Ashtabula coun-
ties will be closed to all rabbit 
hunting from Nov. 2-Dec. 2. At 
that time, hunters will be able 
to distinguish between the two 
rabbits since most snowshoe 
hares will have turned white 
by early December.

Two restricted hunting 
zones cover portions of Geauga 
and Ashtabula counties. The 
first restricted area encom-
passes parts of Geauga and 
Ashtabula counties and is bor-
dered by U.S. Route 6 to the 
north, U.S. Route 322 to the 
south, Kile Road to the west 
and State Route 534 to the east. 
The second restricted area is in 
Ashtabula County bounded on 
the north by Cork-Cold Springs 
Road, on the west by Windsor-
Mechanicsville Road, on the 
south by New Hudson Road 
and on the east by U.S. Route 
45. A map of these two areas 
can be viewed in the 2012-2013 
Ohio Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations and at wildohio.
com.

Pheasants are released on se-
lecting hunting areas through-
out the state by the ODNR Divi-
sion of Wildlife prior to opening 

day of the pheasant season, the 
second Saturday of the season, 
Nov. 10 and Thanksgiving Day.

Bobwhite  quai l  hunt-
ing is open in 16 counties in 
southern Ohio: Adams, Ath-
ens, Brown, Butler, Clermont, 
Clinton, Highland, Jackson, 
Meigs, Montgomery, Pike, Pre-
ble, Ross, Scioto, Vinton and 
Warren. The season continues 
through Nov. 25.

Additional hunting infor-
mation is contained in the 
2012-2013 Ohio Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations, which 
are available where hunting 
licenses are sold, online at 
wildohio.com or by calling 
800-WILDLIFE.

ODNR ensures a balance be-
tween wise use and protection 
of our natural resources for the 
benefit of all. Visit the ODNR 
website at ohiodnr.com.

Pennsylvania
TaKe a veTeRan 

HUnTinG FOR sMall 
GaMe seasOns 

 Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission biologists expect ruffed 
grouse hunting to be average to 
slightly-below average for the 
nearly 100,000 hunters who an-
nually pursue these challenging 
game birds. 

 “Conditions for over-win-
tering, incubating and brooding 
should have supported good 
reproduction this year,” said 
Lisa Williams, Game Com-
mission grouse and wood-
cock biologist. “However, our 
Game Commission field staff 
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observed fewer adult grouse 
and grouse broods this summer 
compared to prior years. Those 
sightings are often the best pre-
dictor of the season, so I advise 
hunters to hope for the best but 
keep their expectations realistic. 
Find areas of good dense cover 
and abundant food supply and 
you’ll put yourself in the best 
position for success.” 

 The first segment of the 
state’s three-part grouse sea-
son opens Saturday, Oct. 13, 
and runs through Nov. 24. The 
season reopens Dec. 10 to 24, 
and then again from Dec. 26 to 
Jan. 26. Participating hunters 
must have a valid Pennsylvania 
hunting license and follow the 
regulations that govern this 
rugged sport of brush-busting 
and mountain-scampering. 
Wherever you hunt grouse, 
there is ample reason to carve 
out some time afield this sea-
son. Just be sure to take time to 
locate high-quality coverts that 
provide a good mix of food and 
cover.

 “Losses of young forest 
habitat over the last several 
decades have been bad news 
for grouse, woodcock and 
other species that rely on these 
habitats,” said Ian Gregg, Game 
Commission Game Bird Section 
supervisor. “Our forests are get-
ting older, and that’s a negative 
for grouse. But, the good news 
is that the Game Commission 
is taking an active approach 
to improving the situation 
for grouse and other species 
that rely on young forests. We 
have Grouse and Woodcock 
management plans that call 

for aggressive management 
of young forest habitats, and 
Game Commission staff in all 
regions are actively working 
to create suitable habitat – not 
only on State Game Lands, but 
on cooperating State Forests 
and other public and private 
lands. This work benefits multi-
ple species and our efforts have 
received an overwhelmingly 
positive response from the pub-
lic and from our conservation 
partners.” 

 Pennsylvania’s state bird 
is holding its own in areas of 
suitable habitat, and in some 
areas, thriving. Statewide, the 
Game Commission’s 314 active 
Grouse Cooperators hunted 
7,787 hours and recorded 10,249 
flushes for an average rate of 
1.32 flushes per hour during the 
2011-2012 grouse season. This 
2011-2012 flush rate was equal 
to that of the previous season 
but six percent below the long 
term (46-year) average of 1.41 
flushes per hour. Embedded in 
those statewide averages, how-
ever, are memorable hunting 
experiences, with many hunters 
recording four to five flushes 
per hour in areas of good food 
and cover.

 Williams noted that Penn-
sylvania consistently maintains 
the highest flush rates among 
nearby states such as Kentucky, 
Maryland, New York, New 
Jersey, Ohio, West Virginia and 
Virginia.

 “Grouse flush trends in 
most of our neighboring states 
show a continuing long term 
decline,” Williams said. “Over 
the past six to seven years, 

Pennsylvania flush rates have 
exceeded those of all neighbor-
ing states. During that time, our 
grouse population index has 
stabilized in some regions that 
were previously declining, and 
even increased in some por-
tions of the Commonwealth. 
Anecdotal reports from grouse 
hunters as well as agency land 
managers and foresters suggest 
that forest understory condi-
tions have improved for grouse 
as deer numbers were brought 
back into balance with their for-
est habitats. I intend to further 
investigate this link between 
deer impacts, forest habitat 
quality and grouse numbers.”

 Grouse hunting remains a 
popular fall pursuit in Penn-
sylvania. According to the 
agency’s Game Take Survey, 
an estimated 80,000 hunters 
took 52,000 grouse during the 
2011-12 seasons, during 350,000 
days afield. Though fewer than 
in the past, grouse hunters 
remain passionate about their 
quarry, and the ruffed grouse 
remains a popular game bird in 
the Commonwealth. Yet grouse 
hunter numbers remain well 
below those of the mid-1980s 
when Pennsylvania had more 
than 400,000 hunters pursuing 
the thunderbird. 

 “Several hunters have told 
me they can hunt all day and 
not see another grouse hunter,” 
says Williams. “For hunters 
seeking a season with a little 
more elbow room yet plenty of 
challenge, you might want to 
consider grouse hunting.” 

 The Game Commission 
conducts a Summer Sighting 
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Survey in which Game Com-
mission foresters and surveyors 
record numbers of broods and 
individual grouse seen while 
working in the woods during 
June, July and August. Trends 
in hunters’ fall flush rates fol-
low those of the summer survey 
about 80 percent of the time, 
so this information is used to 
develop the season forecast. 

 “Sightings of adult grouse 
during the summer of 2012 
were down roughly 40 percent 
and brood sightings were down 
25 percent compared to last 
year,” Williams said. “Looking 
a bit further back over time, 
observations of both adults 
and broods this summer are 
down 25 percent from the most 
recent 10- year averages. So 
in spite of what I believe was 
a good year for reproduction, 
I’m forecasting an average to 
slightly below-average grouse 
season in 2012-13. This makes 
it particularly important to 
understand the characteristics 
of good grouse habitat, locate 
high-quality coverts, and focus 
your efforts there.” 

 Grouse and woodcock 
hunters are urged to participate 
in the Game Commission’s 
Grouse Cooperator Survey, 
which enables the agency to 
monitor long-term changes in 
grouse populations in good 
habitats. Hunters of all skill 
levels are welcome, no matter 
how many days they are able to 
devote to grouse or woodcock 
hunting. For each day hunted, 
participants are asked to re-
cord the county and number of 
hours hunted, and number of 

grouse and woodcock flushed 
and bagged. 

 Hunters interested in par-
ticipating in the Cooperator 
Survey are asked to contact 
the Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission, Bureau of Wildlife 
Management by calling 717-
787-5529, or writing to: Penn-
sylvania Game Commission, 
ATTN: Grouse Cooperator 
Survey, 2001 Elmerton Ave., 
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797. 
New Cooperators will receive 
a copy of the annual newsletter 
provided to all survey partici-
pants and all forms needed for 
the upcoming season.

 “Though cooperator 
information is presented as 
state or region averages, it is 
important to remember that 
statewide trends do not apply 
equally throughout Pennsylva-
nia,” Williams emphasized. She 
groups Pennsylvania regions 
into three categories, as far as 
grouse hunting prospects:

1) Northwest and Northcen-
tral: good to excellent. These 
regions are consistently the top 
two in the state and have main-
tained grouse flush rates at or 
above their long-term averages 
in recent years. The rate of tim-
ber harvest over the next few 
decades in this part of Penn-
sylvania may put enough land 
into good grouse cover that the 
“good old days” are just ahead. 
The six contiguous counties of 
Warren, Forest, McKean, Pot-
ter, Elk, and Cameron typically 
have the highest flush rates in 
the state and offer plenty of 
acreage in public and open-
access private lands for hunters 

looking for new coverts.
2) Southwest, Southcentral 

and Northeast: fair. These re-
gions maintain intermediate 
flush rates and habitat con-
ditions with somewhat less 
extensive overall forest cover 
and lower rates of active forest 
management at a large land-
scape scale. From 2010-2011 to 
2011-2012, flush rates increased 
slightly or remained stable in 
each of these regions.

3) Southeast: fair in areas 
north of the Blue Mountain and 
poor south of it. Large parcels 
of forest habitat in southeastern 
Pennsylvania were already 
scarce and this region has lost 
early successional habitat even 
more rapidly than the rest of 
the state. Consequently, grouse 
hunting opportunities in the 
agricultural and urban-domi-
nated landscapes south of the 
Blue Mountain are extremely 
limited. Again, locating high-
quality habitat is key and tak-
ing the time to scout for grouse 
food and cover hotspots prior to 
the season may pay dividends.

Grouse hunters are remind-
ed to wear at least 250 square 
inches of fluorescent orange 
clothing on the head, chest and 
back combined at all times; 
limit hunting parties to no more 
than six individuals; and plug 
shotguns to three-shell capac-
ity (magazine and chamber 
combined).

 
PyMaTUninG 
COnTROlleD 
GOOse HUnT 



83
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November  2012                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

seMiCenTennial
Special commemorative gift 

awaits participating hunters 
 The Pennsylvania Game 

Commission this fall is cel-
ebrating the semicentennial 
of its "Controlled Hunt" for 
Canada geese at the Pymatun-
ing Wildlife Management Area 
in Crawford County. To mark 
this half-century of "invitation-
only" goose hunting, the agency 
will award a commemorative 
Canada goose leg band to every 
person – and his or her guests – 
selected in the drawing recently 
held to select participants.

 Each drawn hunter may 
select up to three guests to join 
him or her in a blind in the 
Controlled Hunting Area at 
Pymatuning. Being selected is 
considered by many a wonder-
ful opportunity to take part in 
an historic hunt, one that draws 
hunters from hundreds of miles 
away annually.

 "When these hunts start-
ed 50 years ago in Crawford 
County, there were very few 
places Pennsylvanians could 
hunt Canada geese," noted Carl 
G. Roe, PGC executive direc-
tor. "The Chesapeake was still 
a great place to hunt Canadas, 
but it also was expensive for 
most Pennsylvanians to hunt 
there. So when the Pymatun-
ing controlled hunt started, 
there was immediate and wide-
spread interest from our hunt-
ers statewide.

 "Back then, it presented an 
opportunity similar to what 
our elk hunt offers today: a 
chance for a dream hunt with-

out leaving Pennsylvania. 
Hunter interest was fantastic, 
because it represented a chance 
to hunt in a blind at Pymatun-
ing, which was one of the Com-
monwealth's great waterfowl 
destinations. But it also quickly 
became a honor just being se-
lected in the drawing."

 That Canadas took to the 
Pymatuning Reservoir, which 
was built in the early 1930s, was 
no accident. The Game Com-
mission was leased wetland 
areas to manage a refuge for 
waterfowl. In 1936, the agen-
cy obtained, pinioned (wing-
clipped) and released into the 
refuge 30 Canada geese. The 
birds seemed to take to the 
place, based upon observations. 
The agency added to Pymatun-
ing's resident Canada goose 
population in the early 1950s, 
and in 1960, it created the "Py-
matuning Goose Management 
Area." This effort dovetailed 
with the ongoing efforts to 
bolster Pymatuning's goose 
population. 

 The Pymatuning Goose 
Management Area included a 
625-acre propagation area, in-
cluding a "captive flock pond" 
and plenty of safe feeding and 
loafing areas for geese. It also 
had more than 1,000 acres of 
cropland to provide waterfowl 
food. In 1962, the Game Com-
mission began controlled goose 
hunting at Pymatuning.

 In the late 1940s, it was es-
timated the peak Canada goose 
population at Pymatuning was 
about 5,000 geese and hunters 
took between 500 and 1,000 
annually. By the early 1960s, 

the peak population 11,000 to 
12,000 and hunters were tak-
ing 2,000 to 2,500. In 1962, the 
first year a controlled hunt 
was held at Pymatuning, 1,296 
geese were taken. Through the 
1970s, the annual hunter take in 
the controlled hunt was 3,000 
to 4,000 geese. Through the 
1980s and '90s, the average an-
nual harvest was 1,500 to 2,500. 
Hunters have taken an average 
of 1,000 annually since 2000.

Hunt Drawing: Spectators 
gather to watch the selection 
process for this fall's Controlled 
Goose Hunts at Pymatuning 
WMA.

 "The appeal of participat-
ing in a Pymatuning controlled 
Canada goose hunt is still con-
siderable 50 years later," noted 
Keith Harbaugh, PGC North-
west Region director. "It really 
is a big deal for those selected, 
especially if they've been en-
tering for years and years. The 
folks who come to hunt geese 
are genuinely excited, even if 
there's a snowstorm heading 
this way, which happens some-
times way more than we'd like!

 'The commemorative bands 
we're giving to hunters this 
fall are just the Game Commis-
sion's way of saying thanks for 
helping us to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of Pymatuning's 
controlled goose hunt. The hunt 
itself is a product of progressive 
wildlife management and re-
wards Pennsylvania's most giv-
ing conservationists, hunters. 
We truly hope they have great 
hunts this fall and enjoy their 
commemorative leg bands."

 The commemorative bands 
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are made of heavy gauge alu-
minum – 0.55-inch by 2.5-inch, 
rolled into a leg band and 
stamped with the following 
script, "PA GAME COMMIS-
SION, PYMATUNING WMA, 
50 YEARS. 

 These commemorative leg-
bands will not be sold by the 
Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion. They will be given only to 
those drawn for the controlled 
goose hunts at Pymatuning, 
and their guests. An individual 
who shows up on stand-by to 
fill a slot vacated by a drawn 
hunter also would receive a 
band. Drawn hunters who fail 
to attend the waterfowl brief-
ing/or participating the con-
trolled hunt will not receive the 
commemorative leg band.

 Congratulations, if you've 
been drawn by the Game Com-
mission for a blind at Pyma-
tuning this fall. If you're going 
to be a guest of someone who 
was drawn, that's great, too. If 
neither of those situations ap-
ply to you, there's always the 
stand-by possibility, but please 
understand that doing so comes 
with no guarantee. 

RHODe islanD
DeM annOUnCes 

OPeninG OF sMall 
GaMe HUnTinG 

seasOn On 
saTURDay, OCTOBeR 

20
The Department of Environ-

mental Management's Division 
of Fish and Wildlife has set 
seasons and bag limits for the 

Rhode Island small game hunt-
ing season that begins on Sat-
urday, October 20. Seasons and 
bag limits for small game were 
set following a public hear-
ing that was held in June. The 
2012-13 Hunting and Trapping 
Season Abstract summarizes 
various laws and regulations 
affecting wildlife and specifies 
season dates and bag limits 
for game species. The hunting 
season abstract is available 
from all license vendors, DEM's 
Division of Fish and Wildlife of-
fices in North Scituate and West 
Kingston, and DEM's Licensing 
Office at DEM Headquarters in 
Providence.

Hunting is a traditional 
recreational pastime in Rhode 
Island which contributes to the 
economic health of the state. 
According to the most recent 
statistics from the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service's National Sur-
vey of Fishing, Hunting, and 
Wildlife-Associated Recreation 
(2006), some 14,000 hunters 
spend over $10 million annu-
ally in Rhode Island on trip 
and equipment-related expen-
ditures for hunting activities.

The legal shooting hours for 
all small game, which includes 
pheasant, bobwhite, rabbit, 
hare, squirrel, and fox, are from 
sunrise to sunset; however, 
on October 20, legal shooting 
hours will be from 7:00 a.m. 
until sunset. The season for 
raccoon opened on October 1, 
with legal shooting hours from 
6:00 p.m. to midnight. Hunting 
hours for coyotes, which have 
no closed season, are one half 
hour before sunrise to one half 

hour after sunset.
The season for bobwhite 

quail opens on October 20 and 
runs until November 25. The 
pheasant season opens on Octo-
ber 20 and runs until February 
28, 2013. The season for rabbit, 
hare, squirrel and fox opens 
October 20 and closes Febru-
ary 28, 2013. The ruffed grouse 
season is closed statewide. New 
this year, state lands are open to 
small game hunting during the 
shotgun deer season, December 
1-16.

The daily bag limits for 
small game are as follows: 
pheasant (2), bobwhite (3), rab-
bit (3), hare (1), and gray squir-
rel (5). There is no bag limit for 
fox or raccoon.

Pheasant hunting requires 
the purchase of a gamebird per-
mit. The permit fees are used to 
support the existing pheasant 
stocking program, allow for 
a longer season for pheasant 
stocking, and help pay for the 
cost of habitat improvements 
on state lands. A permit consists 
of six pheasant tags that allow 
hunters to harvest six pheasant 
with the requirement that each 
bird be tagged immediately 
upon taking. Pheasant will 
be stocked weekly beginning 
on October 20 and continuing 
through the end of December. 
Hunters are allowed to pur-
chase an unlimited number 
of permits to take additional 
pheasant. The cost of a game-
bird permit is $15.50, with the 
funds from the program used 
to acquire pheasants and assist 
in habitat management projects 
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across the state.
According to principal wild-

life biologist Brian Tefft, the 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
plans to stock 4,000 ring-necked 
pheasants on state wildlife 
management areas. This sea-
son, 80 percent of the pheas-
ants will be stocked between 
opening day and Thanksgiving, 
with three additional stock-
ings during the late season 
that begins in December. The 
pheasant stocking program, 
augmented by the gamebird 
permit, has improved pheasant 
hunting opportunities and bird 
habitats in the management 
areas. Sportsmen should enjoy 
excellent hunting opportunities 
for ring-necked pheasant and 
other upland species again this 
year. As a result of a regulatory 
change, small game hunting 
will remain open during the 
shotgun portion of the deer sea-
son. All hunters are reminded 
to wear 500 square inches of 
fluorescent orange visible from 
above the waist, including a hat 
and/or vest during the shotgun 
deer season.

Pheasant stocking will oc-
cur in several land units on 
all wildlife management ar-
eas including Arcadia, Great 
Swamp, Carolina, Durfee Hill, 
Black Hut, Buck Hill, Sapowet, 
Nicholas Farm, Big River, and 
the Simmons Mill Pond and 
Eight-Rod Farm management 
areas. Pheasant stocking will 
occur periodically from open-
ing day through the end of the 
season. Hunter check stations 
have detailed maps of the best 

hunting areas available in the 
management areas.

Seasons and bag limits for 
R.I. migratory game birds are 
established following guide-
lines set by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Hunting for 
mourning dove in the first 
segment began September 15 
and ran until October 14, with 
shooting hours from noon to 
sunset. Dove hunting reopens 
on October 20 and runs until 
November 10, and will also 
be open from December 19 to 
January 5, 2013. Shooting hours 
during the last segment are 
from sunrise to sunset, except 
that on October 20 shooting 
hours are from 7:00 a.m. to 
sunset. The daily bag limit for 
dove is 12 birds.

Woodcock hunting opens 
on October 20 and closes on No-
vember 30 with a daily bag limit 
of three birds. The season for 
rails and common snipe runs 
now until November 9. Hunters 
are reminded that federal law 
requires that migratory bird 
hunters must use a shotgun that 
is capable of holding no more 
than three shells.

State wildlife management 
areas are in excellent condi-
tion for the start of the hunting 
season, as a result of planting 
food and cover plots and other 
habitat management activities 
designed to improve wildlife 
habitat. Significant habitat 
management projects, involv-
ing plantings, brush mowing 
and forest management ac-
tivities designed to improve 
early successional habitats have 

occurred, adding significant 
wildlife habitat diversity in the 
management areas. Both game 
and non-game wildlife benefit 
from these habitat management 
projects on state lands so that 
hunters and non-hunters en-
gaged in wildlife observation 
enjoy the benefits from these 
necessary habitat projects.

Small game check stations 
will be open for hunters using 
the Arcadia, Great Swamp, 
Carolina and Durfee Hill man-
agement areas on the following 
weekends as follows: October 
20 & 21, October 27 & 28, No-
vember 3 & 4, and November 10 
& 11. On these dates, all hunters 
must check in and out of the 
check station prior to hunting 
small game in these areas. All 
game harvested is recorded by 
the check station operators. The 
data assists the Division in ob-
taining information on hunting 
effort and game harvested. The 
check stations are staffed by 
knowledgeable DEM Fish and 
Wildlife personnel who provide 
valuable information on hunt-
ing in the state management 
areas and can answer questions 
from the public. No special per-
mits are required to hunt small 
game other than a valid 2012 
hunting or combination license.

Hunting licenses are avail-
able from various license ven-
dors throughout the state and 
DEM's Division of Licens-
ing at 235 Promenade Street, 
Providence. A resident hunting 
license costs $18.00, with all 
money collected going into a 
special restricted account used 
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specifically to fund the state's 
wildlife restoration program. 
Hunters are advised to check 
with local authorities before 
hunting in unfamiliar areas, as 
municipalities may impose ad-
ditional restrictions on hunting 
within their boundaries.

All users of state manage-
ment areas and all hunters 
statewide are reminded that 
they must wear at least 200 
square inches of solid daylight 
fluorescent orange material that 
is visible above the waist in all 
directions from the second Sat-
urday in September to February 
28, 2013 and from the third Sat-
urday in April until the end of 
May during the turkey season. 
During the shotgun deer sea-
sons, all users of state manage-
ment areas must wear a total of 
500 square inches of this mate-
rial. This requirement is a vital 
part of the state's hunter safety 
effort and has been proven to 
reduce the incidence of hunting 
accidents.

For further information, 
hunters may contact the Divi-
sion of Fish and Wildlife at the 
Great Swamp Field Office in 
West Kingston at 789-0281, or 
the Division of Law Enforce-
ment at 222-3070. 

sOUTH 
CaROlina

DOve HUnTinG 
ResUMes nOv. 17
The 2012-13 mourning dove 

seasons in South Carolina will 
resume as follows: Nov. 17-24; 

and Dec. 21–Jan. 15. Legal hunt-
ing hours for mourning dove 
season are from 30 minutes 
before sunrise until sunset. The 
daily bag limit is 15 birds per 
day. The state’s mourning dove 
season is set each year by the 
S.C. Natural Resources (DNR) 
Board within a framework of 
regulations and timetables is-
sued by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service.

The arrival of "late season" 
migratory doves can drastically 
improve hunting opportunity 
on public and private dove 
fields across the state. Those 
hunters willing to scout for con-
centrations of doves during this 
time of year are often rewarded 
by opportunities which equal 
or exceed those found during 
the early segment of the sea-
son. A county-by-county list 
of the forty-three public dove 
fields can be obtained by writ-
ing: DNR, Attn: Public Dove 
Fields, PO Box 167, Columbia, 
SC 29202, or by calling (803) 
734-3886 in Columbia.

Hunters participating in 
public dove hunts on DNR 
Wildlife Management Area 
dove fields should be aware of 
special regulations in place on 
these fields. Hunters may not 
take shooting positions on pub-
lic fields before noon. Hunters 
will be restricted to 50 shells per 
hunt on all Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA) public dove 
fields. 

Individuals who plan to 
hunt on public dove fields will 
need a South Carolina hunting 
license and a Wildlife Manage-

ment Area permit. Also, all per-
sons hunting migratory birds 
(including doves) are required 
to have a migratory bird permit. 
Migratory bird permits can be 
obtained free-of-charge at all 
hunting and fishing license 
vendors. 

WaTeRFOWl 
aDvisORy 

COMMiTTee MeeTs 
nOv. 13 neaR 

MCClellanville 
The Waterfowl Advisory 

Committee to the S.C. Natural 
Resources Board will meet 10 
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 13 at the 
Santee Coastal Reserve Wildlife 
Management Area, 220 Santee 
Gun Club Road, McClellanville.

The meeting is open to the 
public. Anyone with business 
for the advisory committee, 
needing the agenda or di-
rections to the meeting place 
should contact Susan John-
son at the S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources in Columbia 
at (803) 734-3889. William L. 
"Sam" Hiott Jr. of Charleston is 
the chairman of the Waterfowl 
Advisory Committee.

Items scheduled on the 
agenda for the meeting of the 
Waterfowl Advisory Commit-
tee include: 

* Overview of Upper Coast-
al Waterfowl Project

* Discussion: Category I Wa-
terfowl Areas Opening Dates

* Discussion: Category II 
Waterfowl Areas

* Planning for Upcoming 
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Peer Reviews
* Outlook for 2012-2013 Wa-

terfowl Season
* Committee Member/Con-

stituent Comments
* Old/New Business
2011-12 quail season slightly 

improved from previous year
Survey results for the S.C. 

Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) 2011-12 Bob-
white Quail Hunter Survey 
indicates an average of 0.46 
coveys per hour were flushed 
during the 2011-12 season, a 
slight increase from the 2010-11 
season. Quail bagged per hour 
also increased slightly and rab-
bits jumped per hour increased 
significantly from last year. The 
reported average covey size de-
creased from the previous year. 

Fifty percent of those re-
sponding rated the 2011-12 
season as poor, while 29 percent 
gave the season a fair rating and 
21 percent a good rating. 

Quail harvest rate in the 
Midlands was higher than in 
the other three regions (the 
Piedmont, Northern Coastal 
Plain and the Southern Coastal 
Plain or "Low Country"). The 
reported average size of quail 
coveys ranged from 9.1 birds 
per covey in the Piedmont to 
10.7 birds per covey in the Mid-
lands. Calhoun County claimed 
the top spot in the coveys per 
hour index at 1.51, followed by 
Sumter (1.18) and Horry (0.73) 
counties. Sumter County led 
the state in quail harvested per 
hour at 1.85, followed by Dar-
lington County (0.87). County 

results should be interpreted 
cautiously due to the relatively 
low number of hunts upon 
which they are based.

Plans are underway to con-
tinue the Quail Hunter Survey 
for the 2012-13 season. Efforts 
are ongoing to increase the 
number of cooperators and all 
avid quail hunters are encour-
aged to participate. Contact the 
DNR Small Game Project, P.O. 
Box 167, Columbia, SC 29202, 
(803)734-3609, to be included 
in the survey. 

sOUTH DaKOTa
iDeal WeaTHeR, 

HaRvesTeD CROPs, 
GReeT sOUTH 

DaKOTa's OPeninG 
Day PHeasanT 

HUnTeRs
Sunny skies, most crops 

harvested and increased bird 
numbers made an enjoyable 
experience for a majority of 
opening-day pheasant hunters 
in South Dakota.

A long, dry summer has 
sped the harvest of corn and 
soybean crops, where many 
early season pheasants seek 
refuge. This year, the birds had 
to resort to sloughs, grassy 
patches and shelterbelts, mak-
ing them easier to find in many 
areas of the state.

"Hunter numbers seemed 
to be down in central South 
Dakota," said Region 2 Game 
Manager Nathan Baker.

"Hunter success was about 
1.5 birds per hunter, but seemed 

to be higher than that in Camp-
bell Woolworth and Potter 
Counties."

"Hunters were in great spir-
its, and seemed to understand 
with reduced habitat due to 
the drought, and if they found 
a few birds, they found alot," 
said Baker.

There were two known 
hunting accidents in the area, 
both hunters being struck by 
pellets. Neither hunter was 
seriously injured. In the north-
eastern part of the state, hunters 
found birds in a mixed bag of 
areas.

"People were hunting shel-
terbelts and cattail sloughs as 
well as in the grass," said Re-
gion 1 Game Manager Jacqui 
Ermer.

"The CREP areas in Mar-
shall County were extremely 
busy," she said.

Ermer thought that hunters 
were averaging a bird a piece, 
but were seeing a good number 
of birds.

"Hunters in Faulk McPhere-
son and Edmunds Counties 
were having a little more suc-
cess, with about 2 birds each," 
she said.

Early week rains were a 
blessing as they reduced fire 
dangers in the area and hunters 
were glad to see it, Ermer said.

In southeastern SD, GFP 
Regional Game Manager Ron 
Schauer reported happy hunt-
ers.

"All the groups I talked to 
were in good moods," Schauer 
said.
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He reported that most 
groups had between 1/2 a bird 
to 2 birds per hunter. "Keep in 
mind most of our groups seem 
to shoot a lot of birds in the last 
hour of the day."

Schauer reported that most 
of the groups that found unhar-
vested or stripped corn fields 
were doing very well and that 
hunters in Beadle, Jerauld, 
Sanborn and Davison Counties 
were finding more birds.

"We also havent had any 
accidents today, which is excel-
lent. Opening weekend groups 
seem to really enjoy the tradi-
tion and camraderie that goes 
along with the day."

"Our August roadside brood 
surveys indicated that bird 
numbers are up from last year 
in many parts of the state," said 
Tom Kirschenmann, terrestrial 
chief in the state Game, Fish 
and Parks Department. "The 
combination of higher pheasant 
numbers, good weather condi-
tions, and a crop harvest near-
ing completion led to a great 
opening day."

The lack of rain across much 
of South Dakota did come into 
play, said Kirschenmann. "This 
year's drought has reduced the 
amount of cover available for 
pheasants. Birds concentrated 
in those areas of quality cover 
and hunters had success find-
ing birds there."

For a majority of South 
Dakotans and guests, opening 
day ranks right up there with a 
holiday like Christmas.

"Opening day traditions 
are a big part of why we hunt 

pheasants in South Dakota," 
Kirshenmann said. "Spending 
time with old friends, introduc-
ing the sport to new hunters, 
returning to the places where 
we have hunted for years - 
those are the reasons why we 
are drawn to the fields year 
after year."

GROUse HUnTeRs 
asKeD TO TaKe FiRe 

PReCaUTiOns
The South Dakota hunt-

ing seasons for grouse, prairie 
chicken and partridge open 
Sept. 15 and the Game, Fish and 
Parks Department is asking that 
hunters keep safety foremost 
in mind.

Fire danger has been ex-
tremely high throughout 
the summer, and remains so 
throughout much of the state. 
With that in mind, hunters are 
being asked to take precautions 
to help prevent range fires.

GFP asks hunters to take 
these basic precautions:

* Equip their vehicles with 
a large fire extinguisher, shovel 
and water they’ll need to fight 
a fire.

* Extinguish cigarettes with 
water or dirt or use an ashtray 
inside their vehicle.

* Limit vehicle traffic to des-
ignated roads and trails.

* Never park a vehicle over 
dry grass.

In addition, hunters can 
provide an extra safety measure 
by carrying a cell phone and 
being alert for possible fires. If 
smoke or fire is seen, hunters 

should report the fire location 
to local law enforcement or call 
911 immediately. 

Tennessee
yOUTH WaTeRFOWl 
HUnT aPPliCaTiOn 

DeaDline 
aPPROaCHinG 

FOR BOGOTa anD 
THORny CyPRess 

WMas 
The Tennessee Wildlife Re-

sources Agency would like to 
remind all youth duck hunters 
and parents that the deadline 
for applying for the first-ever 
youth only waterfowl hunts at 
Bogota Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA) & Thorny Cypress 
WMA is midnight (CDT) Oct. 
10. These hunts are for youth 
6-15 years of age and will be 
held on Feb. 2 and Feb. 9, 2013.

A computer drawing will 
be held to determine successful 
applicants. Youth may apply 
for these hunts at any TWRA 
license agent, at any TWRA 
regional office or online. All 
successful applicants must be 
accompanied by at least one 
non-hunting adult, plus they 
may bring up to four additional 
youth hunters as their guests on 
the day of the hunt.

sTaTe’s 2012 DOve 
seasOn OPens 

saTURDay, sePT. 1
One of Tennessee’s most 

long-standing outdoor sports 
traditions will begin with the 
annual opening of dove season. 
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Dove season officially begins 
across the state on Saturday, 
Sept. 1 at noon (local time).

Tennessee’s 2012 season 
will again be divided into three 
segments: Sept. 1 through Sept. 
26; Oct. 13 through Oct. 28; and 
Dec. 19 through Jan. 15. Hunt-
ing times, other than opening 
day, are one-half hour before 
sunrise until sunset for all other 
days.

Doves are found through-
out the various regions in the 
state, but the highest concen-
tration is in farming areas. The 
hunter must have in his/her 
possession a valid state hunting 
license and Tennessee Migra-
tory Bird Permit at all times 
while hunting. Hunters must 
have landowner’s permission 
to hunt on private land.

The daily bag limit is 15. 
There is no limit on collared 
dove. Doves not readily iden-
tifiable as collared doves will 
be considered mourning doves 
and will count toward the 
mourning dove daily bag limit. 
No person shall take migratory 
game birds by the aid of baiting, 
or on or over any baited area. 
Any auto-loading or repeating 
shotgun must be incapable of 
holding more than three shells 
while dove hunting.

More information on Ten-
nessee’s dove season can be 
found on the Tennessee Wild-
life Resources Agency website 
(www.tnwildlife.org) under the 
“For Hunters” section. The 2012 
Tennessee Hunting & Trapping 
Guide can also be viewed on 
the website or a copy may be 
obtained at any TWRA regional 

office or wherever hunting and 
fishing licenses are sold.

neW COMMissiOn 
seTs 2012-13 
WaTeRFOWl 

seasOns
The Tennessee Fish and 

Wildlife Commission estab-
lished the 2012-13 waterfowl 
hunting seasons during its Au-
gust meeting which concluded 
Friday at the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency’s Region II 
Ray Bell Building.

The governing body of the 
TWRA was meeting for the first 
time as the Tennessee Fish and 
Game Commission, with the 
exception of a brief meeting 
in July to elect its officers. The 
commission assumed its new 
name on July 1.

The commission approved 
the late waterfowl season pro-
posals made by the TWRA. 
One of the biggest changes 
waterfowl hunters will see this 
year is in regard to the youth 
waterfowl season.

The youth waterfowl sea-
son in the Statewide Zone and 
Reelfoot Zone will be split into 
two one-day hunts on consecu-
tive Saturdays, rather than a 
Saturday-Sunday format. The 
dates in 2013 will be Feb. 2 and 
9 for youth ages 6-15.

The other waterfowl sea-
sons will reflect mostly calen-
dar date changes from recent 
years. There will again be a 
60-day season for 2012-13 duck 
hunting, with one split. The sea-
son will end Jan. 27, 2013 and a 
6-duck bag limit.

The Statewide Zone duck 
hunting seasons to be held are 
Nov. 24-25 and Dec.1-Jan. 27 
while the Reelfoot Zone dates 
are Nov. 10-11 and Dec. 1-Jan. 
27. The seasons will maximize 
the number of weekends open 
to duck hunting and will end 
on the latest date allowed (the 
last Sunday in January).

The number of days al-
lowed for Canada goose hunt-
ing seasons has been extended 
by six days in each of the zones. 
The daily bag limit for Canada 
goose has also increased to 
three from two in all zones.

TWRA waterfowl coordi-
nator Tim White said officials 
report that habitat conditions 
in the Prairie Pothole region of 
the United States and Canada 
began with a dry spring, but in-
creased rainfall in Canada this 
summer should be a big boost 
to the broods. He reported that 
waterfowl harvests in Tennes-
see were estimated at almost 
198,000 last year. The TWRA 
recommendations follow the 
maximum USFWS frameworks 
regarding duck bag limits. A 
daily bag limit of 6 ducks may 
include no more than: 4 mal-
lards (no more than 2 of which 
may be a hen), 3 wood ducks 
(during the late waterfowl sea-
son only), 4 scaup (an increase 
of 2 from last year), 2 pintails, 1 
canvasback, and 1 black duck. 
The daily bag limit of mergan-
ser would be 5, only 2 which 
may be hooded mergansers.

The maximum number of 
days allowed within in the fed-
eral framework for goose hunt-
ing seasons will be in effect. 


