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a reserved field at the Poosey 
Conservation Area on Sept. 3. 
The area is northwest of Chilli-
cothe and reached off Route A.

Pre-registration is required 
and the workshop is limited to 
20 participants. For information 
or to register, call Conservation 
Agent Jake Strozewski at 660-
973-3813 or the MDC office in 
Chillicothe at 660-646-6122.

Dove hunt for 
mobility-impaireD 

hunters set for 
sept 2

People who want to hunt 
but hesitate because of mobil-
ity impairments can put aside 
their worries and pick up their 
shotguns. The Conservation 
Department (MDC) and the 
National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration (NWTF) are sponsor-
ing a special event for disabled 
hunters Sept. 2 at Otter Slough 
Conservation Area in Stoddard 
County.

NWTF Regional Director 
Larry Neal said the event draws 
participants from all over the 
state. Typically scheduled on 
the first weekend of dove sea-
son, the hunt provides fast 
shooting for participants. Up 
to 30 hunters can participate. 
The area is reserved for their 
exclusive use in the morning-
only hunt.

Local NWTF members serve 
as guides, helping hunters get 
to and from the field and re-
trieving downed birds. Guides, 
food and drinks are provided 
at no charge. The NWTF also 
provides steel shot shells, since 

non-toxic shot is required for 
hunting with shotguns at Otter 
Slough CA. Participating hunt-
ers are enrolled as members in 
the NWTF’s Wheelin’ Sports-
men Program.

Mourning doves are speedy, 
sometimes erratic fliers, and 
this makes them challenging 
targets. As a result, hunters can 
go through lots of ammunition 
and take only a few birds. Neal 
said the hunt offers participants 
an excellent chance of taking 
home doves. “Success on fun 
has been 100 percent in the 
past.”

Participants should plan to 
arrive at Otter Slough CA head-
quarters by 5:30 a.m. They need 
small-game and migratory-bird 
hunting permits and hunter 
education cards. For reserva-
tions, call Neal, 573-334-8881, 
or Jackie Rowe, 573-579-9170.

NWTF chapters sponsoring 
the event include the Bayou 
Strutters, the Bootheel Boss 
Gobblers, the Shaky Ground 
Gobblers and the Bollinger 
County Double Beards.

nebrasKa
special youth 

uplanD hunts set 
for oct. 20-21

Youth ages 15 and younger 
are encouraged to participate 
in special youth pheasant hunts 
at nine wildlife management 
areas (WMA) across Nebraska 
during the Oct. 20-21 statewide 
youth pheasant, quail and par-
tridge season.

Rooster pheasants will be 

released at all designated sites 
before the special youth hunt 
season. The special hunts are 
open to the public, and the 
number of participants is not 
limited. No registration or 
special permit is required but 
special regulations will be in 
effect and posted at each of the 
nine WMAs and apply to all 
portions of the designated areas 
normally open to hunting. All 
other current youth and regular 
hunting regulations also will 
be in effect on these designated 
areas.

The special youth hunt 
WMAs are Pressey (Custer 
County); Sherman Reservoir 
(Sherman County); Oak Valley 
(Madison County); Branched 
Oak (Lancaster County); Twin 
Oaks (Johnson County); Hick-
ory Ridge (Johnson County); 
Wilkinson (Platte County, non-
toxic shot only); Peru Bottoms 
(Nemaha County, nontoxic shot 
only) and Yankee Hill (Lan-
caster County).

The special regulations in-
clude:

— Adult mentors must be 
licensed hunters age 19 or older 
to accompany a youth.

— Adult mentors may har-
vest one rooster pheasant per 
day only.

— The nine WMAs are the 
only locations where adults 
may harvest pheasants during 
the youth season.

— Only one adult mentor 
per youth will be allowed to 
hunt (additional non-hunting 
mentors may accompany the 
youth on the hunt).
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— Youth may harvest two 
roosters per day.

This is the second year of the 
special hunt, which is intended 
to increase youth participation 
in upland game hunting.

platte river sp 
shooting range 

scheDule
 The Roger G. Sykes Out-

door Heritage Education Com-
plex at Platte River State Park 
will close to the public Oct. 14 
and then reopen the weekend 
following Thanksgiving.

The shooting range will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Nov. 24-25, Dec. 22-23 and Dec. 
26-30. The range then will close 
to the public until the spring.

Visit OutdoorNebraska.org 
for more information about Ne-
braska’s state park areas.

special youth 
hunts at nine 
Wmas to offer 

unique hunting 
opportunities

Youth hunters ages 15 and 
younger are encouraged to 
participate in special youth 
pheasant hunts at nine wild-
life management areas (WMA) 
across Nebraska during the Oct. 
20-21 statewide youth pheas-
ant, quail and partridge season.

This is the second year of the 
special hunt, which is intended 
to increase youth participation 
in upland game hunting. Roost-
er pheasants will be released 
at all designated sites before 

the special youth hunt season. 
The special hunts are open to 
the public, and the number of 
participants is not limited. No 
registration or special permit is 
required but special regulations 
will be in effect and posted at 
each of the nine WMAs and 
apply to all portions of the 
designated areas normally 
open to hunting. All other cur-
rent youth and regular hunting 
regulations will also be in effect 
on these designated areas.

The special regulations in-
clude:

— Adult mentors must be 
licensed hunters age 19 or older 
to accompany a youth.

— Adult mentors may har-
vest one rooster pheasant per 
day only.

— The nine WMAs are the 
only locations where adults 
may harvest pheasants during 
the youth season.

— Only one adult mentor 
per youth will be allowed to 
hunt (additional non-hunting 
mentors may accompany the 
youth on the hunt).

— Youth may harvest two 
roosters per day.

The special youth hunt 
WMAs are (* indicates new 
sites for 2012): Pressey (Custer 
County); Sherman Reservoir 
(Sherman County); Oak Valley 
(Madison County); Branched 
Oak (Lancaster County); Twin 
Oaks (Johnson County); *Hick-
ory Ridge (Johnson County; 
*Wilkinson (Platte County); 
*Peru Bottoms (Nemaha Coun-
ty) and *Yankee Hill (Lancaster 
County).

For more information con-
tact Jeff Lusk, upland game 
program manager, at 402-471-
1756. To view photos from 
last year’s special youth hunt, 
visit the 2011 special youth hunt 
photo gallery at http://www.
fl ickr.com/photos/ngpc/
sets/72157628292616227/
show/. 

more WaterfoWl 
seasons open oct. 6

More waterfowl hunting 
seasons are about to open in 
many parts of Nebraska. The 
following seasons open Oct. 
6: dark goose in the East and 
North Central units, light goose 
statewide, white-fronted goose 
statewide, and duck and coot in 
zones 2 and 4.

The youth waterfowl season 
is Oct. 6-7 in Zone 1.

For more information on the 
seasons, read the 2012 Water-
fowl Guide, which is available 
where permits are sold and at 
OutdoorNebraska.org. Use of 
nontoxic shot is required.

Residents age 16 and up and 
all nonresidents who hunt wa-
terfowl in the state are required 
to have a valid Nebraska hunt 
permit, habitat stamp, water-
fowl stamp and Harvest Infor-
mation Program number. Hunt-
ers age 16 and up must have 
a federal duck stamp. Permits 
and stamps may be purchased 
at OutdoorNebraska.org or at 
Game and Parks offices. Duck 
stamps are available at U.S. post 
offices.

commissioners 
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approve 
WaterfoWl 

recommenDations
The Nebraska Game and 

Parks Commissioners ap-
proved staff recommendations 
for 2012 waterfowl, crow and 
falconry hunting regulations at 
their Aug. 31 meeting in Broken 
Bow.

The changes from 2011 are:
– The early teal season opens 

following Labor Day, approxi-
mately one week later than last 
year. A map of the early teal 
hunting zones can be found at 
OutdoorNebraska.org.

– In each zone, the youth 
season opens one week before 
the regular duck season.

– The regular duck season 
has four zones and no split sea-
son. Season dates are approxi-
mately one week later in parts 
of the former Low Plains Early 
and two weeks later along the 
Platte River in the former Low 
Plains Late and High Plains 
units. The bag limit for scaup 
increases from two to six.

– The dark goose season is 
five days later in the East Unit, 
and the season ending date is 
three days later in the Platte 
River, Niobrara and Panhandle 
units.

– The split in the light goose 
regular season increases from 
14 to 21 days and the ending 
day is three days later.

– The light goose conserva-
tion action starts four days later.

– The extended falconry 
duck season days are moved 
from September to the end of 

January and February.
The 2012 season dates are:
Early Teal – Low Plains: 

Sept. 8-23; High Plains: Sept. 
8-16

Youth – Zone 1: Oct. 6-7; 
Zone 2: Sept. 29-30; Zone 3: Oct. 
13-14; Zone 4: Sept. 29-30

Duck and Coot – Zone 1: 
Oct. 13 – Dec. 25; Zone 2: Oct. 
6 – Dec. 18 and Jan. 2-23 (High 
Plains only); Zone 3: Oct. 20 – 
Jan. 1 and Jan. 2-23 (High Plains 
only); Zone 4: Oct. 6 – Dec. 18

Dark Goose – East Unit: 
Oct. 6-14 and Oct. 27 – Jan. 30; 
North Central Unit: Oct. 6 – Jan. 
18; Platte River Unit: Oct. 27 – 
Feb. 8; Panhandle Unit: Nov. 
10 – Feb. 8; Niobrara Unit: Oct. 
27 – Feb. 8

White-Fronted Goose – Oct. 
6 – Dec. 14 and Feb. 2-3

Light Goose Regular Sea-
son – Oct. 6 – Jan. 4 and Jan. 
26 – Feb. 8

Light Goose Conservation 
Order – Zone 1: Feb. 9 – April 
14; Zone 2: Feb. 9-April 1; Zone 
3: Feb. 9 – April 14

Crow – Regular Season: Oct. 
1-Nov. 15 and Jan. 20-April 6; 
Special Public Health Hazard 
Order: Nov. 16-Jan. 19

Falconry – Zone 1: Jan. 25 
– Feb. 8; Zone 2 Low Plains: 
Jan. 25 – Feb. 8, High Plains: 
concurrent with all duck season 
dates within High Plains; Zone 
3 Low Plains: Jan. 25 – Feb. 8, 
High Plains: concurrent with all 
duck season dates within High 
Plains; Zone 4: Jan. 25 – Feb. 8

In other action, the commis-
sioners approved a utility ease-

ment with KBR Rural Public 
Power District to install electric 
line service to Beed’s Landing 
Campground at Merritt Reser-
voir State Recreation Area.

They also:
— approved an operating 

budget request of $66,168,916 
and a capital improvement 
budget of $9,886,000 for fiscal 
year 2013-2014, and they ap-
proved an operating budget 
request of $66,505,042 and a 
capital improvement budget 
of $7,323,000 for fiscal year 
2014-2015. Most of the capital 
improvement budget is for de-
ferred maintenance items.

— approved fisheries bait 
collecting and dealer regula-
tion changes. Two sections are 
amended to make it unlawful 
for any individual to transport 
baitfish, or any bait dealer to 
take baitfish, away from the 
Missouri River downstream 
below Gavins Point Dam and 
all other rivers and streams lo-
cated east of U.S. Highway 81 
from the South Dakota border 
to York, north of Interstate 80 
from York to Lincoln, and east 
of U.S. Highway 77 from Lin-
coln to the Kansas border. This 
will reduce the likelihood that 
Asian carp and white perch are 
captured from Missouri River 
tributaries, used as bait, and 
spread further.

— approved regulations 
that would allow qualified 
Game and Parks employees 
to lead educational fishing 
projects under the auspices of 
a permit.

— approved a new aquatic 
invasive species section in the 
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fisheries regulations. The sec-
tion defines aquatic invasive 
species, authorized inspectors, 
conveyances, decontamination, 
equipment, waters of the state 
and launch areas. It also catego-
rizes aquatic invasive species 
by level of threat. It establishes 
regulations regarding pos-
session, importation, export, 
purchase, sale and transport or 
release of aquatic invasive spe-
cies; and it establishes protocols 
for inspection, decontamina-
tion, impoundment, quarantine 
and contaminated waters.

— tabled sport fishing rec-
ommendations until the Octo-
ber meeting. The recommenda-
tions will be amended to reflect 
public comments regarding bag 
and length limits.

Fisheries division admin-
istrator Don Gabelhouse re-
ported to commissioners that 
the state high school fishing 
tournament July 28 at Sum-
mit Lake drew 16 teams. Each 
team included two anglers and 
an adult guide. Participating 
students were from Blair, Fre-
mont, Gretna, Kearney, Lincoln, 
Lincoln County, Mead, Millard, 
Nebraska City, North Platte, 
Papillion and Roca.

The next meeting is Oct. 26 
in North Platte.

grouse hunting 
season opens sept. 

1
Grouse hunting season 

opens Sept. 1, and hunters 
should find good opportunities 
in the Sandhills, as well as part 
of southeast Nebraska.

The grouse (prairie chicken 
and sharp-tailed grouse) season 
closes Jan. 31, 2013.

Breeding ground and rural 
mail carrier surveys indicate 
grouse are stable to increas-
ing statewide. The core of the 
grouse range in Nebraska is 
the Sandhills, which will offer 
the best opportunities west of 
U.S. Hwy. 81. East of U.S. Hwy. 
81, continued loss of grassland 
habitat to agriculture, particu-
larly in the southeast prairie 
chicken range, has impacted 
overall abundance in the re-
gion. Southwest Johnson and 
western Pawnee counties have 
a fair amount of Open Field 
and Waters Program acres that 
should provide good prairie 
chicken hunting.

A special permit is required 
to hunt grouse east of U.S. 81. 
A Nebraska hunting permit and 
habitat stamp are required of 
anyone, except residents under 
age 16, who hunts grouse in the 
state.

The special permits are 
limited to one per hunter and 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis. To request a spe-
cial permit, call Game and 
Parks at 402-471-5597 or visit 
the Lincoln headquarters.

The information required 
for application includes: name, 
address, date of birth, telephone 
number and 2012 hunting per-
mit number or lifetime hunting 
permit number. Residents ages 
12 to 15 must submit a hunter 
education number. Those not 
required to purchase a hunting 
permit must provide documen-
tation of such exemption.

The daily bag and posses-
sion limits east of U.S. 81 are 
three and three, respectively. 
West of U.S. 81, the limits are 
three and 12, respectively.

Dove hunting 
season opens sept. 

1
Dove season opens Sept. 1 

in Nebraska, giving hunters a 
great opportunity to introduce 
a novice to wing-shooting.

Doves may be hunted state-
wide from Sept. 1 – Oct. 30, 
except no hunting is allowed 
on state and federal refuges 
and sanctuaries. The aggregate 
bag and possession limits for 
mourning, white-winged and 
Eurasian collared-doves are 
15 and 30, respectively. Also, 
Eurasian collared-doves may be 
hunted Oct. 31 – Aug. 31, 2013. 
The bag and possession limits 
are 15 and 30, respectively.

Nebraska residents 16 years 
and older and all nonresidents 
are required to have a 2012 
Nebraska hunting permit and 
a habitat stamp for all dove 
hunting. A 2012 Harvest In-
formation Program number is 
required for dove hunting Sept. 
1 – Oct. 30 but not required for 
the Oct. 31 – Aug. 31 Eurasian 
collared-dove season.

Some doves have been 
banded. Hunters who find a 
leg band on a dove should con-
tact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) banding of-
fice toll-free at 800-327-BAND 
or report it at reportband.gov.

And some hunters will be 
asked to save a wing from each 
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dove during the first week of 
the season and mail the wings 
postage-free to the USFWS. 
Data from the wings will be 
used to estimate annual pro-
ductivity of the dove popula-
tion.

Sunflower, millet and wheat 
generally provide good dove-
hunting opportunities. They 
have been planted at several 
wildlife management areas 
across the state. For a list of 
WMAs, and more dove-hunt-
ing information, visit Outdoor-
Nebraska.org, then click on 
Hunting, Upland Game, Doves 
and 2012 Forecast.

Permits may be purchased 
at OutdoorNebraska.org.

nevaDa
WilDlife boarD 

approves changes 
to WaterfoWl 

reservation 
process paper 
applications 
requireD at 

overton anD Key 
pittman Wmas

Nevada’s Board of Wildlife 
Commissioners has approved 
a regulation change that now 
requires waterfowl hunters to 
submit a paper application if 
they want to hunt the Moapa 
Valley portion of the Overton 
Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) the first two days of 
the duck and goose seasons or 
opening day at the Key Pittman 
WMA. A similar requirement 
for dove hunters went into ef-
fect earlier this summer.

Due to the popularity of 
the two management areas, 
and out of concern for hunter 
safety, the number of hunters 
allowed on each area is limited. 
Reservations are required dur-
ing the entire length of the duck 
and goose seasons at Overton; 
however, paper reservation ap-
plications are only required for 
the first two days of the regular 
season. At Key Pittman, reser-
vations are required only for the 
opening day of the duck and 
goose seasons.

“NDOW implemented the 
limited reservation system in 
an effort to prevent overcrowd-
ing, which typically results 
in unsafe hunting conditions. 
Unfortunately, some hunters 
found a way to take advantage 
of the old drawing system in a 
way that made it unfair to other 
hunters,” said Elmer Bull, habi-
tat division administrator for 
NDOW. “With this new draw 
system, we are hoping to make 
the process as fair as possible 
and to provide hunters with 
an opportunity to plan their 
waterfowl hunt well in advance 
of the season opener.”

The reservation application 
must be delivered through a 
postal service and received 
at the Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) Headquar-
ters Office in Reno no later 
than 5 p.m. Sept. 12. A public 
drawing will be conducted at 
the agency’s Las Vegas office, 
4747 Vegas Drive, at 10 a.m. 
Sept. 26. Successful applicants 
will receive their confirmation 
by return mail.

The paper application pro-

cess makes it possible for hunt-
ers who don’t live in the Las 
Vegas Valley or near the man-
agement areas to easily partici-
pate in the reservation drawing, 
explained Bull. Under the old 
system hunters had to attend 
a drawing held the Monday 
prior to opening day at the 
NDOW offices in Las Vegas or 
Henderson, or at the Overton 
WMA or Key Pittman WMA. 
Now applications can simply 
be sent in the mail.

As many as four hunters 
may apply as a party on one 
reservation application, but a 
hunter may be listed on only 
one application for each hunt 
day for which reservations are 
required. A hunter whose name 
appears on more than one ap-
plication for a given hunt day 
will be rejected from the draw-
ing. In addition, only those 
hunters listed on the applica-
tion will be allowed to hunt. No 
substitutions will be permitted.

Hunters can find and print 
the reservation application 
form online at www.ndow.org. 
The file is located in the Tags & 
Applications section under the 
Hunt tab on the main menu. 
Just click on “All Applications” 
and scroll down the page to the 
section entitled 2012 Waterfowl 
Hunt. Paper applications will 
also be available at the NDOW 
offices in Las Vegas and Hen-
derson. The Henderson address 
is 744 Racetrack Road. 

nDoW offers 
youth hunts for 

uplanD game



75
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

October/November  2012                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

The Nevada Department 
of Wildlife (NDOW) is offer-
ing a special two-day upland 
game season for youth hunters. 
Scheduled for Sept. 29 – 30, 
the statewide season is open 
to hunters 15 years of age or 
younger. Youth hunters 12 -15 
years of age are required to 
possess a junior hunting license 
with an upland game stamp for 
the hunt. 

Any youth participating 
in the youth hunt must be ac-
companied by an adult who 
is at least 18 years of age. This 
hunt provides youngsters with 
an opportunity to harvest cot-
tontail, pygmy and white-tailed 
rabbits as well as California and 
Gambel’s quail or Chukar and 
Hungarian partridge. 

Hunter Education classes 
are available prior to the youth 
hunt and are required for the 
purchase of a hunting license by 
anyone born after Jan. 1, 1960. 
“The Hunter Education class 
offers training in safe and ethi-
cal hunting practices, and is a 
valuable resource even in those 
instances when the purchase of 
a license is not required,” said 
Doug Nielsen, outdoor educa-
tion supervisor for NDOW. 

neW hampshire
n.h. pheasant 
season opens 

october 1
New Hampshire's hunting 

season for pheasant gets un-
derway on October 1 and con-
tinues through December 31. 
There will be approximately 75 
stocking sites in 50 towns. A to-

tal of 13,000 adult ring-necked 
pheasants will be released in all 
10 counties. 

Pheasants will be released 
on select state Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas, U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers flood control ar-
eas and private lands open to 
public hunting. Each site will 
receive approximately 150 birds 
for the season, with the excep-
tion of federal flood control 
areas, which will receive ap-
proximately 50 more birds per 
site. Fish and Game will con-
tinue to release birds as close to 
opening day as possible and to 
consistently stock a Thursday/
Friday schedule in-season. 

The pheasant season runs 
October 1 through December 
31, with a daily limit of 2, and a 
season limit of 10. All stocking 
will be completed by the start 
of moose season.

"Please keep safety foremost 
in mind: wear hunter orange, 
control your firearm muzzle 
and know where your hunting 
partners are at all times. Shoot 
only within your zone of fire, 
and keep your hunting dog 
under control," said Fish and 
Game Pheasant Project Leader 
Karen Bordeau. "Do take the 
time to thank private and fed-
eral landowners when you 
use their lands. Your hunting 
ethics on their lands and your 
thoughtfulness will help keep 
these lands open."

Fish and Game asks hunters 
to refrain from training dogs at 
release sites during the three 
days prior to October 1. Dog 
training flushes pheasants from 
release sites, often onto posted 

property or other areas not suit-
able for hunting. 

The list of towns to be 
stocked (including road names) 
can be seen on the Fish and 
Game website at www.huntnh.
com/Hunting/Hunt_species/
hunt_pheasant.htm; printed 
lists are also available at Fish 
and Game headquarters and 
regional offices. 

Pheasant hunters must pur-
chase a $26 pheasant license, 
in addition to the regular New 
Hampshire hunting license or 
non-resident N.H. small game 
license. Licenses can be pur-
chased at www.huntnh.com or 
from any Fish and Game license 
agent. Pheasants are purchased 
exclusively with revenues from 
the sale of pheasant licenses.

Pheasant hunters should 
note that the southern portion of 
the Mascoma Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Canaan still will 
not be accessible via the culvert 
and road that is typically used 
to cross the Mascoma River. For 
more information, visit www.
huntnh.com/Newsroom/
News_2011/News_2011_Q3/
Mascoma_pheasant_restric-
tion_reminder_092911.html

All pheasant hunters are 
urged to follow these basic 
safety guidelines:

Wear hunter orange on your 
head, back and chest.

Control your firearm muz-
zle at all times. 

Always wear safety glasses. 
Know where your hunting 

partners are at all times. 
Shoot only within your zone 

of fire. 
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Be sure of your target and 
what is beyond. 

Always keep your hunting 
dog under control.

For more information on 
hunting in New Hampshire, in-
cluding online license and per-
mit sales, visit www.huntnh.
com/Hunting/Hunting.htm.

neW Jersey
youth pheasant 
hunt saturDay, 

november 3
The NJDEP's Division of 

Fish and Wildlife, in coopera-
tion with the NJ State Federa-
tion of Sportsmen's Clubs, is 
conducting the Annual Youth 
Pheasant Hunt on Saturday, 
November 3, 2012. The Take 
a Kid Pheasant Hunting pro-
gram provides opportunities 
for young hunters to learn and 
experience pheasant hunting 
using trained bird dogs under 
the supervision and guidance 
of knowledgeable volunteer 
hunting mentors. 

This day is meant to be a 
safe and educational introduc-
tion into pheasant hunting 
and is done in a structured 
non-competitive atmosphere. 
Youth hunters can participate 
in a guided hunt on one of eight 
Wildlife Management Areas 
throughout the state that are 
stocked with pheasants reared 
at the Division of Fish and 
Wildlife's Rockport Pheasant 
Farm. 

The guided pheasant hunt 
is open to any youth with a 
valid Youth Firearm Hunting 

License. There is no cost to 
participants and guides, hunt-
ing dogs and handlers, birds, 
ammunition and breakfast are 
all provided free of charge. Pre-
registration is required, and the 
deadline has been extended 
until October 17th. 

A limited number of slots 
for guided hunts are still avail-
able for the following Wildlife 
Management Areas: 

Whittingham, Black River, 
Clinton, Assunpink, Colliers 
Mills, Millville,Peaslee, Win-
slow 

The Youth Pheasant Hunt 
registration form is available on 
page 23 of the NJ Fish and Wild-
life Hunting Digest and online 
at www.njfishandwildlife.com/
pdf/2012/ythpheashnt12.pdf 
(pdf, 60kb) on the division's 
website. 

Additional information on 
other hunting opportunities 
through the Division's Take A 
Kid Hunting Program is posted 
at www.njfishandwildlife.com/
takekidhunting.htm, also on 
the division's site. 

Division to stocK 
Dog training 
areas in 2012

The Division of Fish and 
Wildlife will stock a total of 
880 quail in eleven (11) Wildlife 
Management Area dog training 
areas prior to the November 10 
opening of the pheasant/quail 
season. The quail are stocked 
for dog training purposes 

The dog training areas are 
located within the following 
WMAs (listed north to south) 

and will be stocked for train-
ing on October 6, 13, 20 and 27: 
Whittingham, Pequest, Black 
River, Clinton, Assunpink, 
Manasquan, Colliers Mills, Staf-
ford Forge, Glassboro, Millville 
and Tuckahoe. 

Small game hunters with 
dogs should try to take advan-
tage of these early stockings. 
Conditioning your hunting 
dog prior to opening day of the 
season should be part of every 
hunter’s pre-season regimen. 

All dogs must be properly 
licensed. Hunters should note 
that they may exercise or train 
dogs on any WMA from Sep-
tember 1 to April 30, however, 
the exercising or training of 
dogs is prohibited on any WMA 
on November 9, 2012. Regula-
tions regarding the release of 
game for dog training purposes 
apply. 

http://www.state.nj.us/
dep/fgw/pdf/dogtrainrules.
pdf

neW yorK
Dec announces 

release of 
pheasants for 2012 

hunting season
Pheasant Raising Programs 

Bolster Hunting Opportunities
Approximately 30,000 adult 

pheasants will be released on 
lands open to public hunting 
for the upcoming fall pheasant 
hunting season, the New York 
State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (DEC) 
announced today. The pheasant 
hunting season begins on Oc-
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tober 1 in northern and eastern 
portions of New York, October 
20 in central and western por-
tions, and November 1 on Long 
Island.

For the sixth consecutive 
year, junior hunters (12-15 years 
old) have the opportunity to 
hunt pheasants the weekend 
prior to the regular pheasant 
hunting season. In western 
New York, the youth pheas-
ant hunt weekend is October 
13-14. In northern and eastern 
New York, the youth pheasant 
hunt weekend is September 
29-30, and on Long Island 
(Nassau and Suffolk counties) 
it is October 27-28. Pheasants 
will be released on a number 
of select release sites (PDF) (42 
KB) across the state to provide 
ample youth hunting oppor-
tunities. All current pheasant 
rules and regulations remain 
in effect during the youth hunt. 
Please note that a 2011-12 hunt-
ing license is required to hunt 
during September, and a 2012-
13 license is required starting 
October 1.

The majority of birds will 
be released on state-owned 
wildlife management areas 
and cooperative hunting areas 
prior to and during the fall 
hunting season. All release 
sites for pheasants provided 
by state-funded programs are 
open to public hunting. A list 
of statewide adult pheasant 
release sites and sites receiving 
birds for the youth pheasant 
hunt weekends can be found 
on DEC's website.

The Day-old Pheasant 
Chick Program provides addi-

tional opportunities for pheas-
ant hunters. This program 
was developed in the early 
1900s to provide day-old pheas-
ant chicks to cooperating 4-H 
groups and sportsmen and 
sportswomen. The chicks are 
distributed to program par-
ticipants in May and June, and 
cooperators incur all costs as-
sociated with rearing the birds, 
including feed, water, utilities 
and facility construction. The 
birds are raised to adulthood 
and released on lands open 
to public hunting before the 
season opens. This year, over 
42,000 pheasant chicks were 
distributed statewide as part 
of this program. Anyone inter-
ested in raising and releasing 
pheasants to expand next year's 
hunting opportunities should 
contact DEC's Reynolds Game 
Farm at (607) 273-2768.

Boundaries for pheasant 
hunting zones conform to Wild-
life Management Units used for 
management of other upland 
wildlife. Wildlife Management 
Unit boundary descriptions can 
be found on the DEC website. 
In addition to knowing these 
unit boundary descriptions, 
hunters should review the 
2012-2013 New York Hunting 
& Trapping Guide for complete 
regulations and other impor-
tant information before going 
afield. Hunters who plan to use 
private lands should ask per-
mission from the landowner.

For more information, visit 
the DEC website:

north DaKota
youth pheasant 

WeeKenD oct. 6-7
North Dakota’s two-day 

youth pheasant season is Oct. 
6-7. Legally licensed residents 
and nonresidents ages 15 and 
younger may hunt roosters 
statewide.

Resident youth hunters, 
regardless of age, must pos-
sess a fishing, hunting and 
furbearer certificate and general 
game and habitat license. Non-
resident youth hunters from 
states that provide a reciprocal 
licensing agreement for North 
Dakota residents qualify for 
North Dakota resident licenses. 
Otherwise, nonresident youth 
hunters must purchase a non-
resident small game license.

Shooting hours are one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset. 
Youth ages 12 and older need to 
have passed a certified hunter 
education course. The daily bag 
limit and all other regulations 
for the regular pheasant season 
apply.

An adult at least 18 years of 
age must accompany the youth 
hunter in the field. The adult 
may not carry a firearm.

See the 2012 North Dakota 
Small Game Hunting Guide for 
additional information.

pheasant brooD 
Data summarizeD

North Dakota’s roadside 
pheasant survey conducted in 
late July and August suggests 
much improved production 
this spring, meaning more 
young birds added to the popu-
lation and a better fall popula-
tion in all areas of the state.
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Stan Kohn, upland game 
management supervisor for the 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department, said the survey 
shows total pheasants state-
wide are up 59 percent from last 
year. In addition, brood obser-
vations were up 65 percent, and 
the average brood size was up 
16 percent. The final summary 
is the result of 255 runs made 
along 106 brood routes across 
North Dakota.

“The increase in numbers 
from last year is encouraging, 
but hunters are cautioned that 
the landscape has changed 
since last fall,” Kohn said. “A 
great deal of habitat has been 
either hayed or converted to 
cropland as Conservation Re-
serve Program acres continue 
to diminish.”

Kohn cited several factors 
for the increase in brood num-
bers: last winter provided a 
much needed relief with min-
imal winter bird mortality 
which brought most adult hens 
into spring in good condition; 
spring weather was near perfect 
for upland game production, 
as most first clutches hatched 
and brood/chick survival was 
good; and nesting/brooding 
habitat was in fair condition 
this spring.

Statistics from southwest-
ern North Dakota indicate the 
number of broods was up 37 
percent and number of birds 
observed was up 30 percent 
from 2011. Observers counted 
19 broods and 168 birds per 100 
miles. The average brood size 
was 6.5. “Census numbers in-
dicate this district will have the 

best pheasant numbers in the 
state this fall,” Kohn said. “A 
stronger breeding population 
this spring coupled with good 
production should provide 
hunters with plenty of birds 
and a good number of young 
birds this fall.”

Results from the southeast 
show the number of birds 
observed was up 134 percent 
from last year, and the number 
of broods was up 144 percent. 
Observers counted nine broods 
and 88 birds per 100 miles. 
The average brood size was 
6.6. “Even though this district 
shows a large percentage in-
crease, pheasant numbers were 
pretty low last year,” Kohn said. 
“With that said, hunters should 
see more pheasants than in 
2011, especially after row crops 
are harvested.”

Statistics from the north-
west indicated pheasants are 
up 258 percent from last year, 
with broods up 268 percent. Ob-
servers recorded nine broods 
and 79 birds per 100 miles. 
Average brood size was 6.3. 
“Similar to the southeast, hunt-
ers should temper expectations 
because numbers were low in 
this district last year,” Kohn 
said. “There will be some areas 
where pheasant hunting will 
be slow.”

The northeast district, gen-
erally containing secondary 
pheasant habitat with much of 
it lacking good winter cover, 
showed 1.5 broods and 12 birds 
per 100 miles. Average brood 
size was 4.9. Number of birds 
observed was up 155 percent, 
and the number of broods 

recorded was up 275 percent. 
“Hunters should concentrate 
their efforts in the southern 
counties of this district for the 
best potential to find birds,” 
Kohn said.

The 2012 regular pheas-
ant season opens Oct. 13 and 
continues through Jan. 6, 2013. 
The two-day youth pheasant 
hunting weekend, when legally 
licensed residents and nonresi-
dents ages 15 and younger can 
hunt statewide, is set for Oct. 
6-7.

North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department

100 N. Bismarck Express-
way, Bismarck, ND 58501-5095

Phone: 701-328-6300
E-mail: ndgf@nd.gov

WaterfoWl 
hunters 

reminDeD of ans 
regulations

Waterfowl hunters are re-
minded to do their part in pre-
venting the spread of aquatic 
nuisance species into or within 
North Dakota.

Waterfowl hunters must 
remove plants and plant frag-
ments from decoys, strings and 
anchors; remove plants seeds 
and plant fragments from wad-
ers and other equipment before 
leaving hunting areas; remove 
all water from decoys, boats, 
motors, trailers and other wa-
tercraft; and remove all aquatic 
plants from boats and trailers 
before leaving a marsh or lake. 
In addition, hunters are encour-
aged to brush their hunting 
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dogs free of mud and seeds.
Cattails and bulrushes may 

be transported as camouflage 
on boats. All other aquatic veg-
etation must be cleaned from 
boats prior to transportation 
into or within North Dakota.

Detailed ANS information 
and prevention regulations is 
available at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department 
website, gf.nd.gov.

large DucK flight 
expecteD

The North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s May 
and July waterfowl surveys 
indicate hunters can expect 
another large fall flight. Open-
ing day for North Dakota resi-
dents is Sept. 22 for ducks, 
coots, mergansers and geese. 
Nonresidents may begin hunt-
ing waterfowl in North Dakota 
Sept. 29.

Mike Johnson, game man-
agement section leader, said 
North Dakota’s fall flight – 
breeding ducks and the young 
they produce in the state – is 
based on data from the May 
breeding duck survey and the 
July brood survey. “This year’s 
production was up from last 
year, and there are strong indi-
cations for a good fall flight this 
year,” Johnson said. “However, 
late summer has been dry and 
hunters should scout their 
favorite areas to check water 
conditions prior to the opener.”

The brood index from the 
Game and Fish Department’s 
annual mid-July survey was 
up 110 percent from 2011 and 

exceeded the long-term average 
by 155 percent. Average brood 
size was 6.9 ducklings, down 
0.8 from last year. The long 
term average is 7.1 ducklings 
per brood. The water index 
observed during the survey 
was down 48 percent from last 
year, but still 10 percent above 
long-term.

Results from the May breed-
ing duck survey indicated the 
duck index was up 16 percent 
from 2011 and exceeded the 
long-term average by 112 per-
cent. Water conditions in May 
were down 57 percent from 
2011 and 6 percent from the 
long-term average.

Resident hunters must pos-
sess a general game and habitat 
license and a fishing, hunting 
and furbearer certificate. In ad-
dition, hunters age 16 and older 
must have a small game license 
and federal duck stamp.

Nonresidents must pur-
chase a nonresident waterfowl 
license, including the general 
game and habitat license, and 
certificate. Hunters age 16 and 
older must possess a feder-
al duck stamp. Nonresident 
youth hunters from states that 
provide a reciprocal licensing 
agreement for North Dakota 
residents, qualify for North Da-
kota resident licenses. See the 
2012 North Dakota Waterfowl 
Hunting Guide for details.

All migratory bird hunters 
are reminded to register with 
the Harvest Information Pro-
gram prior to hunting. Hunters 
who purchase a license through 
the state Game and Fish De-
partment website (gf.nd.gov) 

or instant licensing telephone 
number (800-406-6409) can eas-
ily get HIP certified.

Otherwise, hunters must 
call (888) 634-4798, or access 
the department’s website, and 
record the HIP number on 
their fishing, hunting and fur-
bearer certificate. Those who 
registered to hunt the spring 
light goose season or the early 
Canada goose season in North 
Dakota do not have to register 
with HIP again, as it is required 
only once per year in each state 
hunted.

Hunters should refer to the 
waterfowl hunting guide for 
season regulations including 
licensing requirements, dates, 
bag limits, season zones and 
nonresident hunting zones.

ohio
rabbit, pheasant 

anD quail hunting 
seasons begin in 

november 
Ohio hunters should begin 

preparing for the hunting sea-
sons of some of the state’s most 
popular game species with 
ring-necked pheasant, cotton-
tail rabbit and bobwhite quail. 
The hunting seasons for upland 
game begin on Friday, Nov. 2, 
according to the Ohio Depart-
ment of Natural Resources’ 
(ODNR) Division of Wildlife.

The state’s cottontail rabbit 
population has been very good 
recently. However, Nathan 
Stricker, project leader with 
ODNR’s Olentangy Wildlife 
Research Station, said rabbit 


