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cottontail rabbits, white-tailed 
jackrabbits and other wildlife 
observed in the early morning 
hours during the first half of 
August throughout the farm-
land region of Minnesota.

The highest pheasant counts 
were in the west central region, 
where observers reported 58 
birds per 100 miles of survey 
driven. Hunters will find good 
harvest opportunities in por-
tions of west central, east cen-
tral and southwest Minnesota.

The most important habitat 
for pheasants is grassland that 
remains undisturbed during 
the nesting season. Protected 
grasslands account for about 6 
percent of the state’s pheasant 
range. Farmland retirement 
programs such as Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CRP), Reinvest in Minnesota 
and Wetlands Reserve Program 
make up the largest portion 
of protected grasslands in the 
state.

High land rental rates and 
competing uses for farmland 
diminish the economic attrac-
tiveness of farmland conser-
vation programs. During the 
next three years, contracts for 
620,000 acres of CRP lands 
are scheduled to expire. If not 
re-enrolled, this would reduce 
CRP acres in Minnesota by 42 
percent.

Minnesota’s pheasant pop-
ulation largely has mirrored 
what’s happened on the land.

“Pheasant numbers were 
higher during the small, diver-
sified farming days from rough-
ly 1931 to 1964 when habitat 
was more abundant,” Harold-

son said. “Pheasant numbers 
declined during the intensive 
farming boom from 1965-1986 
as field sizes grew and habitat 
shrank. Then, pheasant num-
bers rebounded when CRP 
began in 1987. However, enroll-
ment in that program peaked 
several years ago, and further 
declines will not bode well for 
future pheasant populations.”

To help offset continued 
habitat losses caused by reduc-
tions in conservation set-aside 
acreage, DNR has accelerated 
acquisition of wildlife man-
agement areas in the farmland 
region of Minnesota. DNR also 
supports habitat conservation 
on private lands by working 
with a variety of partners in 
the Farm Bill Assistance Part-
nership and Working Lands 
Initiative. More than 15,000 
acres of private property have 
been opened to public hunting 
through the state’s Walk-In Ac-
cess program.

The August roadside sur-
vey, which began in the late 
1940s, was standardized in 
1955. DNR conservation of-
ficers and wildlife managers 
in the farmland region of Min-
nesota conduct the survey 
during the first half of August. 
This year’s survey consisted of 
171 routes, each 25 miles long, 
with 152 routes located in the 
ring-necked pheasant range. 
The complete report is available 
online. 

Observers drive each route 
in early morning and record the 
number and species of wildlife 
they see. The data provide an 
index of relative abundance 

and are used to monitor annual 
changes and long term trends 
in populations of ring-necked 
pheasants, gray partridge, east-
ern cottontail rabbits, white 
tailed jackrabbits and other 
select wildlife species.

The gray partridge index 
also increased from last year 
and is similar to the 10-year 
average. The cottontail rabbit 
index remains below the 10-
year and long-term average. 
The jackrabbit index was 96 
percent below the long-term 
average. Finally, the mourn-
ing dove index was 36 percent 
above last year but similar to 
the 10-year average.

 
Addition of neArly 
6,000 Acres to WMA’s 
Adds opportunity

Minnesota’s hunters, wild-
life enthusiasts, and wildlife 
populations will benefit from 
the recent addition of 5,778 
acres to the state’s wildlife man-
agement area (WMA) system, 
according to the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR).

Much of this newly pro-
tected land is in the southern 
half of the state. It includes an 
expansion of 17 WMAs and the 
addition of six new WMAs.

Many areas will be open for 
public use when the fall hunt-
ing seasons start in September. 
The remainder will be ready 
later this year or early next year 
for public use. WMAs are open 
to public hunting and other 
compatible uses such as hiking, 
bird watching and snowshoe-
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ing.
DNR Commissioner Tom 

Landwehr thanked Pheasants 
Forever, The Nature Conser-
vancy (TNC), Cass County, The 
Trust for Public Land, Minneso-
ta Sharp-Tailed Grouse Society 
and Ducks Unlimited for their 
partnership in protecting more 
than half of these acres.

“Partners are the key to 
conservation,” said Landwehr. 
“We appreciate the help of these 
groups, our sportsmen for the 
legacy they leave for future 
generations of hunters and 
wildlife enthusiasts.”

Nearly 1,500 acres were 
purchased with funding from 
the Outdoor Heritage Fund, 
one of four funds created by the 
Clean Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment, which receives 
one-third of the money raised 
by the state sales tax increase 
approved by Minnesota citi-
zens in 2008.

According to Kim Hen-
nings, DNR wildlife land acqui-
sition coordinator, other major 
funding sources were the Rein-
vest in Minnesota (RIM) Criti-
cal Habitat Matching program 
and the $6.50 surcharge on the 
small game license.

Most of the RIM match-
ing dollars came from the sale 
of the critical habitat license 
plates. The $30 per year charge 
for the colorful plates generates 
more than $3 million a year that 
can be used to equally match 
private donations to acquire or 
develop critical habitat in the 
state.

“Most of the designated 

lands are additions to existing 
WMAs, complementing our 
previous investment in wild-
life habitat,” said Ed Boggess, 
DNR fish and wildlife division 
director. “The new WMAs will 
expand opportunities for hunt-
ing and trapping.”

The largest of the acquisi-
tions is the new 888-acre Pitt-
man-Robertson WMA, located 
13 miles east of Crookston in 
Polk and Red Lake counties. 
This acquisition was purchased 
with RIM matching dollars 
made available by previous do-
nations from TNC and federal 
wildlife restoration funds.

The new WMA will be an 
important part of the grassland 
and prairie corridor involv-
ing the Glacial Ridge National 
Wildlife Refuge and a number 
of other WMA and TNC lands. 
Many of the wetland and grass-
land restorations have been 
completed by TNC.

The unit honors the 75th 
anniversary of the Federal 
Wildlife Restoration Act, which 
provides millions of dollars to 
the DNR to help fund wildlife 
habitat work in Minnesota. 
Also known as the Pittman-
Robertson program, it is funded 
by a federal excise tax on sport-
ing arms, ammunition and 
archery equipment.

Dedication of the Pittman-
Robertson WMA is planned for 
spring 2013.

Closer to the Twin Cities, 
282 acres were transferred from 
the DNR’s parks and trails divi-
sion to the Ney WMA as part 
of a realignment of DNR lands. 
Located just six miles southeast 

of Belle Plaine, these lands 
expand the existing 157-acre 
WMA to provide a large block 
of habitat for close-to-home 
public hunting and wildlife 
watching opportunities.

Locations of existing public 
hunting, fishing and trail op-
portunities are available online 
using the DNR’s recreation 
compass. DNR Public Recre-
ation Information Maps (PRIM) 
also can assist people in finding 
land open to public recreation.

New WMA additions and 
expansions won’t be listed on 
these resources until later this 
year or next.

The complete set of 51 sepa-
rate PRIM maps identify a wide 
variety of federal, state and 
county lands available for pub-
lic recreation activities such as 
hunting, camping, hiking and 
boating. PRIM maps, which 
cost $5.95 each, are available 
from the DNR gift shop, Min-
nesota’s Bookstore and sev-
eral sporting goods, map stores 
around the state and online.

 
pheAsAnt hArvest 
loW in 2011, grouse 
And ducks steAdy

The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) 
has completed the 2011 Small 
Game Hunter Survey. Results 
are available online. 

DNR annually surveys 
small game license buyers to 
estimate both hunter numbers 
and harvest trends. For the 2011 
hunting season, DNR mailed 
6,500 surveys to small game 
license buyers and 58 percent 
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returned usable questionnaires.
Pheasant
As expected, pheasant hunt-

ers and pheasant harvest de-
clined in 2011 after two mod-
erately severe winters and a 
cold, wet spring. Overall, the 
estimated number of pheasant 
hunters (77,000) decreased 13 
percent from 2010. The drop 
corresponded with a slight de-
crease in pheasant stamp sales.

An estimated 204,000 pheas-
ants were harvested in 2011, a 
43 percent drop from 2010. 
The number of birds harvested 
per hunter also fell from 4 to 
2.6. Both hunter numbers and 
harvest were at their lowest 
recorded level in recent years.

Ducks
Regulation changes, includ-

ing an earlier opening date, 
likely are factors that contrib-
uted to the number of duck 
hunters (83,500) increasing 14 
percent in 2010 and the year’s 
harvest increasing 18 percent. 
The increase in hunters cor-
responded with an increase in 
duck stamp sales.

Hunters harvested 730,000 
ducks in 2010 but the results for 
individual hunters increased 
only slightly, from 8.5 birds per 
hunter in 2010 to 8.8 birds per 
hunter in 2011.

Ruffed grouse
Ruffed grouse hunter num-

bers (93,800) remained un-
changed from 2010, and ruffed 
grouse remained Minnesota’s 
most popular small game spe-
cies in 2011. The 2011 harvest 
of 401,000 ruffed grouse was 
down slightly from the 10-year 

peak of 465,000 in 2010 but was 
still one of the three highest 
annual harvests of the past ten 
years.

Grouse populations tend 
to fluctuate on a 10-year cycle. 
Minnesota’s grouse population 
already has begun its cyclical 
population decline. Harvest 
results continue to show that 
even with a declining grouse 
population, Minnesota has bet-
ter grouse hunting than almost 
any other state.

2012 season dates
September kicks of the 2012 

small game season with mourn-
ing dove opening on Saturday, 
Sept. 1; grouse, rabbit and 
squirrel on Saturday, Sept. 15; 
waterfowl and woodcock on 
Saturday, Sept. 22; and pheas-
ant on Saturday, Oct. 13.

 
 60-dAy, 3-zone WA-

t e r f o W l s e A s o n 
Will open sept. 22

Waterfowl hunters in south-
ern Minnesota will have ad-
ditional late season hunting 
opportunities under a new 
three-zone, 60-day season an-
nounced today by the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).

Last year, the DNR split the 
state into two hunting zones 
with different season dates as 
part of an effort to provide ad-
ditional hunting opportunity 
as birds migrate from north to 
south. The addition of a third 
zone furthers that approach.

“A third zone was support-
ed in data collected as part of a 

hunter survey and a first-ever 
waterfowl hunter focus group,” 
said Tom Landwehr, DNR com-
missioner. “This will extend 
the hunting season in southern 
Minnesota through the first 
weekend in December, which 
will appeal to hunters where 
waters have not yet frozen and 
migrating birds are still coming 
through.”

The state’s waterfowl sea-
son will open one-half hour 
before sunrise on Sept. 22 state-
wide. The daily bag limit of six 
ducks per day and a 60-day 
season are unchanged from last 
year. The mallard bag limit re-
mains at four per day, including 
two hen mallards. The wood 
duck bag limit will remain at 
three per day. The daily limit for 
scaup is four, up from two last 
year. Possession limits remain 
at twice the daily bag limits. 
Youth Waterfowl Day will be 
Sept. 8, two weeks before the 
season opener.

Dennis Simon, DNR wild-
life chief, said this year’s opener 
is the earliest in 45 years. The 
Sept. 22 date was selected 
based on U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service direction that enables 
states in the Mississippi Flyway 
to open their season on the Sat-
urday nearest Sept. 24.

“The season opened on 
Sept. 24 last year,” said Simon, 
“That too was an earlier-than-
normal opener. We saw hunter 
satisfaction levels rise last year 
due, in part, to good early 
season wood duck and blue-
winged teal hunting.”

Duck season length is based 
on mallard counts from a conti-
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nental survey, including Minne-
sota information. This year’s es-
timate was 11 million mallards, 
which was above the average 
of 8.1 million mallards and 
the second highest count since 
1992. Steve Cordts, DNR water-
fowl specialist, said breeding 
duck numbers for all species 
were very good this year. He 
noted wetland conditions in the 
major waterfowl breeding areas 
were drier than last year but 
still near long-term averages.

“The population index of 
local breeding mallards in Min-
nesota was at their long-term 
average of 225,000 breeding 
mallards this spring,” Cordt 
said. “Wetland conditions 
in Minnesota were drier this 
spring compared to last year, 
but improved in many areas in 
May and June.”

DUCK SEASON
* In the North Duck Zone 

(north of Highway 210), duck 
season will run from Saturday, 
Sept. 22-Tuesday, Nov. 20.

* In the Central Duck Zone, 
duck season will run from Sat-
urday, Sept. 22 to Sunday, Sept. 
30 and Saturday, Oct. 6-Sunday, 
Nov. 25.

* In the South Duck Zone 
(south of Highway 212), duck 
season will run from Saturday, 
Sept. 22 to Sunday, Sept. 30 
and Saturday, Oct. 13-Sunday, 
Dec. 2.

* Shooting hours will be 
from one half hour before sun-
rise to 4 p.m. daily through 
Saturday, Oct. 6, and from one 
half hour before sunrise to sun-
set the remainder of the season.

* Motorized decoys or other 
motorized devices designed to 
attract migratory waterfowl 
may not be used from the 
opening day of duck season 
through Saturday, Oct. 6. On 
water bodies and lands fully 
contained within state wildlife 
management area boundaries, 
a person may not use these 
devices at any time during the 
waterfowl season.

YOUTH WATERFOWL 
DAY

Youth Waterfowl Hunting 
Day will be Saturday, Sept. 
8. Hunters age 15 and under 
may take regular season bag 
limits when accompanied by 
a non-hunting adult (age 18 
and older, no license required). 
Ducks, Canada geese, mergan-
sers, coots and moorhens may 
be taken from one half-hour 
before sunrise to 4 p.m. Motor-
ized decoy restrictions are in 
effect. Five geese may be taken 
statewide. A free small game 
license and HIP-certification 
are required for youth age 15 
and under.

GOOSE SEASONS
Early September Goose 

Season
The early Canada goose 

season will open statewide on 
Saturday, Sept. 1 and will run 
through Friday, Sept. 21. Bag 
limits for Canada geese will be 
five per day statewide.

A $4 permit is required to 
hunt Canada geese in the early 
season. Permits are available 
wherever hunting and angling 
licenses are sold. The restriction 
prohibiting hunting within 100 

yards of surface water remains 
in effect in the Northwest goose 
zone, Carlos Avery WMA, 
Ocheda Lake Game refuge, and 
an area surrounding Swan Lake 
in Nicollet County. Early season 
goose hunters should consult 
the 2012 Waterfowl Supplement 
for zone maps and additional 
details.

Regular goose season
Minnesota’s regular goose 

season will open in conjunction 
with the duck season statewide 
on Saturday, Sept. 22 with a bag 
limit of three Canada geese per 
day the entire season. Goose 
season will be closed in the cen-
tral and south duck zones when 
duck season is closed.

In the North Duck zone, 
goose season will run from Sat-
urday, Sept. 22-Sunday, Dec.16. 
In the Central Duck zone, goose 
season will run from Saturday, 
Sept. 22-Sunday, Sept. 30 and 
Saturday, Oct. 6-Friday, Dec. 21. 
In the South Duck zone, goose 
season will run from Saturday, 
Sept. 22-Sunday, Sept. 30 and 
Saturday, Oct. 13-Friday, Dec. 
28.

“Hunters can expect to see 
excellent numbers of Canada 
geese again this fall,” Cordts 
said. “The number of breeding 
geese in Minnesota is very high 
and local production was very 
good this spring. In addition, 
we should see good numbers 
of migrant geese in the state 
this fall, particularly in areas 
such as Lac qui Parle Wildlife 
Management Area.”

Other Goose Seasons
The season for light geese 
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(snow, blue and Ross’ geese), 
white-fronted geese, and brant 
will run concurrent with open 
Canada goose season in each 
zone. Bag limits are 20 light 
geese per day, one white-front-
ed goose per day, and one brant 
per day.

Sandhill Crane Season
The season for sandhill 

cranes will open two weeks 
later this year and run from 
Saturday, Sept. 15-Sunday, Oct. 
21 in the Northwest Goose zone 
only. The daily bag limit will 
be two sandhill cranes per day. 
A Sandhill crane permit ($3) is 
required in addition to a small 
game hunting license.

Additional details on the 
duck, goose, sandhill crane, 
and other migratory bird hunt-
ing seasons will be available in 
the 2012 Minnesota Waterfowl 
Hunting Regulations, available 
in mid-August.

 
WAterfoWl 

hunters And 
hArvest increAse 

froM 2010
Minnesota hunters bagged 

more ducks and Canada geese 
in 2011 than in 2010 and more 
waterfowl hunters took to the 
field, too, reversing a down-
ward trend, according to the 
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR).

“The results are in and the 
numbers moved in a good di-
rection,” said Dennis Simon, 
DNR wildlife section chief. 
“Duck hunter numbers and 
success were up, resulting in an 
increased harvest from 2010.”

Simon said new data from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice also showed that Minne-
sota ranked first in the nation 
in Canada goose harvest and 
second in the number of active 
waterfowl hunters.

“The takeaway from last 
year’s season is that more wa-
terfowl hunters were in the field 
and those who went hunting 
had better success, which is 
a good thing and something 
hunters have longed for,” said 
Simon. “It means that the har-
vest was up as well, but total 
duck harvest was still well 
within our long-term historic 
averages.”

The total duck harvest in 
Minnesota increased 19 percent 
from 2010, from 524,000 ducks 
in 2010 to 621,000 ducks in 2011. 
The recent 10-year average har-
vest is 655,000 ducks.

Mallards were the most 
common duck in hunters’ bags, 
with 181,000 mallards har-
vested. Mallards represented 
29 percent of the total duck bag. 
The recent 10-year average mal-
lard harvest is 206,000 mallards.

Wood ducks were the sec-
ond most common duck in 
hunters’ bags, with 151,000 
wood ducks harvested in 2011 
compared to 78,000 in 2010. 
The recent 10-year average 
wood duck harvest is 102,000 
birds. Blue-winged teal harvest 
was 90,000, ring-necked duck 
harvest was 63,000, and green-
winged teal harvest was 37,000.

Duck hunter success was 8.1 
ducks per hunter per season, 
which increased from 7.5 ducks 
per hunter per season in 2010 

and near the 10-year average of 
8.4 ducks per hunter per season.

Steve Cordts, DNR water-
fowl specialist, said the agency 
made a number of regulation 
changes in 2011 that collectively 
played a role in last year ’s 
higher harvest. “We created 
additional opportunity by es-
tablishing North and South 
Duck zones and opening the 
season one week earlier than 
normal. Hen mallard and wood 
duck bag limits were changed. 
Shooting hours were changed 
to one-half hour before sunrise 
on opening day,” said Cordts. 
“Breeding duck numbers and 
duck production were also very 
good in 2010, which resulted in 
large numbers of ducks present 
during fall hunting seasons.”

Cordts said opening the 
season earlier likely had the 
most impact on increases to 
duck harvest, particularly with 
the large increase in harvest for 
early migrant species like blue-
winged teal and wood ducks.

Canada goose harvest in-
creased from 189,000 in 2010 to 
239,000 in 2010 and was above 
the 10-year average of 220,000 
Canada geese. About 100,000 
Canada geese were harvested 
during the early September 
goose season.

The number of active duck 
hunters in Minnesota was 
77,000 in 2011, an increase 
from 70,000 in 2010. Minnesota 
ranked second nationally in 
2011 in numbers of active duck 
hunters, trailing only Louisi-
ana. “While encouraging, this 
is still lower than the 100,000 
active duck hunters in Minne-
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sota as recently as 1999,” said 
Cordts.

Estimates of hunting activ-
ity and harvest are derived 
using the Harvest Information 
Program (HIP), required for 
all migratory bird hunters. A 
series of screening questions 
are asked of hunters when they 
purchase a license. The screen-
ing questions are not the har-
vest survey but help to better 
identify migratory bird hunt-
ers, who are then randomly 
selected and mailed harvest 
surveys and asked to record 
hunting activity and harvest 
during the season.

 

Mississippi
WAterfoWl 

iMpoundMent 
iMproveMents 
coMpleted At 

cAnAl section WMA 
Two levee breeches within 

the waterfowl impoundments 
at Canal Section WMA were re-
paired in July.  These breeches, 
which were discovered by man-
agers this past March appeared 
to have been caused by a com-
bination of tree root growth and 
burrowing animals.  Additional 
improvements included tree re-
moval along additional sections 
of exterior and interior levees 
and replacement of two water-
control structures.  These infra-
structure improvements will 
ensure the continued manage-
ment of wintering waterfowl 
habitat and improve hunting 
opportunities within the im-
poundments.

During waterfowl season, 
impoundments at Canal Sec-
tion WMA where waterfowl 
hunting is allowed are open on 
Wednesdays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays.  Shooting hours are 
30 minutes before sunrise until 
12:00 p.m.  The remainder of 
Canal Section WMA may be 
hunted each day from 30 min-
utes before sunrise until sunset.   

Mississippi’s eArly 
teAl seAson opens 

septeMber 15 
The fall's first duck hunting 

opportunity for Mississippi 
will begin when the early teal 
season opens on September 
15.  Teal season is growing in 
popularity as hunters learn 
how fun it can be to pull out 
their decoys and calls and 
watch blue-winged teal rocket 
through the air. 

Blue-winged teal prefer 
shallowly-flooded wetlands 
with natural vegetation like 
wild millets and smartweed, 
which produce seeds and har-
bor invertebrates, but con-
centrations of birds may also 
be found on reservoirs, ox-
bow lakes, catfish ponds, farm 
ponds, and other permanent 
waters.  Houston Havens, 
MWDFP Waterfowl Program 
Biologist, explained, "We've 
already heard a few reports of 
the first birds arriving in mid-
August, but we expect larger 
numbers to arrive in early Sep-
tember.  Breeding populations 
of blue-winged teal were again 
at an all-time high this year, so 
we hope to see good numbers 
during the early hunting sea-

son."
 Hunters need to be sure 

theirhunting license is current 
for the 2012-13 hunting season, 
complete with Harvest Infor-
mation Program (HIP) certifi-
cation, and possess state and 
federal waterfowl stamps.  The 
bag limit for the September 
teal season is 4 per day (all teal 
species) with no more than 8 in 
possession.  The season begins 
on September 15 and ends on 
September 30.  Shooting hours 
are from 30 minutes prior to 
sunrise until sunset. 

Mississippi’s eArly 
cAnAdA goose 

seAson opening 
soon Mississippi hunters 
will get their first chance to 
hunt waterfowl when the 

early Canada goose season 
opens September 1.  This 
hunting opportunity was 

developed to help manage 
Mississippi's population of 
resident Canada geese.  The 

season will close on 
September 15, giving hunters 

a two week opportunity 
topursue these birds. 

Resident Canada geese may 
be found in a variety of habitats 
during the September sea-
son.  Key areas to locate geese 
include large bodies of water 
like lakes and reservoirs, har-
vested crop fields, farm ponds, 
and even hay fields where 
geese typically return to the 
same areas daily.  "Hunters 
should remember that these 
geese are year-round residents 
of the state and are usually 
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well patterned in their daily 
flights.  Scouting is the key to 
having successful September 
goose hunts" explained James 
Callicutt, MDWFP Waterfowl 
Program Biologist.   

 The bag limit for the early 
season is 5 Canada geese per 
day with no more than 10 in 
possession.  Shooting hours 
are from 30 minutes prior to 
sunrise until sunset.  Hunters 
should be sure their hunting 
license iscurrent for the 2012-13 
hunting season, complete with 
Harvest Information Program 
(HIP) certification, and possess 
state and federal waterfowl 
stamps. 

Mississippi’s dove 
seAson is Quickly 

ApproAching 
One of the most popular 

hunting days of the year is 
quickly approaching. This year, 
opening day of Mississippi's 
dove season is Saturday, Sep-
tember 1. Conservation officers 
with MDWFP will be present 
throughout the state to ensure 
safety and compliance with 
all state and federal hunting 
regulations.  During their final 
preparations for opening day, 
hunters need to consider the 
following:

· Hunting licenses should 
be current for the 2012 hunting 
season, complete with Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) cer-
tification.  HIP certification is 
completed whenever a hunter 
answers questions about their 
previous seasons' bird harvest 
when purchasing a license. 

· Hunters should be sure 
their shotguns are plugged and 
are not capable of holding more 
than three shells.

· Hunting with the aid of 
bait is illegal, and it is the hunt-
er's responsibility to know if the 
field is baited or not.  Hunters 
need to be able to answer these 
questions before hunting.  Did 
I know the field was baited? 
Did I look to see if the field was 
baited? Did I ask how the field 
was prepared?

· The bag limit for mourn-
ing doves is 15 per day with no 
more than 30 in possession, and 
the possession limit does not 
apply on opening day.  Legal 
shooting hours are from 30 min-
utes prior to sunrise to sunset.

WAterfoWl hAbitAt 
iMproveMents 

underWAy At 
tuscuMbiA WMA 
Waterfowl habitat improve-

ments are underway at Tus-
cumbia Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA).  Tuscumbia 
WMA, located in Alcorn Coun-
ty west of Corinth, provides 
public hunting opportunities 
and habitat for a variety of 
wildlife.  Personnel at Tus-
cumbia WMA manage 7 water-
fowl impoundments adjacent 
to the Tuscumbia River that 
provide habitat for wintering 
waterfowl and other wetland 
birds.  Ongoing improvements 
include renovating a drainage 
ditch and designated low-water 
crossings. These improvements 
will enhance water manage-
ment capabilities and public 

access for managers and WMA 
users. 

Personnel are also removing 
undesirable woody vegetation 
to create openings within two 
impoundments.  This work, 
which began in 2010, has cre-
ated approximately 15 acres of 
openings within the waterfowl 
impoundments.  These open-
ings increase habitat diversity 
for waterfowl within the for-
ested sections of Tuscumbia 
WMA and are managed to pro-
mote plants desirable to water-
fowl.  These waterfowl habitat 
improvement projects at Tus-
cumbia WMA were funded by 
the proceeds from the sales of 
Mississippi waterfowl stamps.

lincoln county 
dove field reAdy 
for opening dAy 
Jackson - MDWFP still has 

some permits available for its 
Lincoln County dove field.  The 
33-acre field, which has been 
in the MDWFP's Private Lands 
Dove Field Program for several 
years, is located southwest of 
Brookhaven near Bogue Chitto. 
The field is part of a working 
cattle farm and will be planted 
to winter grazing cover, which 
has produced good dove hunt-
ing in the past.  Hay bales will 
be distributed across the field 
for hunters to use as cover.

Permit cost is $100 and 
allows hunting for the first 
two dove seasons.  To main-
tain hunt quality, hunting is 
limited to afternoons only on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Saturdays.  Each permitted 
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adult hunter can bring up to 
two youths with them at no ad-
ditional costs with each hunter 
being allowed to take a limit 
of doves each day.  Dove Field 
Coordinator, Scott Baker, states, 
"The Lincoln County dove field 
has consistently offered good 
dove hunting.  With 23 days of 
hunting opportunity, this is a 
great opportunity for a hunter 
or a family of hunters to hunt 
on a dove field managed by the 
MDWFP."

Mississippi’s 
WAterfoWl 

seAsons 
Announced 

Jackson- The Commission 
on Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks approved the dates and 
bag limits for the 2012-2013 
waterfowl hunting seasons at 
its August 15 meeting in Jack-
son.  Duck, merganser, and coot 
seasons will be November 23 
- November 25, 2012; Novem-
ber 30 - December 2, 2012; and 
December 5, 2012 - January 27, 
2013.  The daily bag limit will 
be a total of 6 ducks, includ-
ing no more than 4 mallards 
(no more than 2 of which may 
be females), 3 wood ducks, 2 
redheads, 4 scaup, 2 pintail, 1 
canvasback, 1 mottled duck, 
and 1 black duck.  The mer-
ganser daily bag limit will be a 
total of 5 mergansers, only 2 of 
which may be hooded mergan-
sers.  Coots will have a 15-bird 
daily bag limit.  The possession 
limit is twice the daily bag limit 
for ducks, mergansers, and 
coots.

   Canada, snow, blue, Ross's, 
white-fronted goose, and brant 
seasons will occur from No-
vember 15, 2012 - January 27, 
2013.  Canada geese will have 
a 3-bird daily bag limit and 
brant will have a daily bag 
limit of 1 bird.  The possession 
limit is twice the daily bag 
limit for both Canada geese and 
brant.  Snow, blue, and Ross's 
geese will have a daily bag 
limit of 20 birds.  White-fronted 
geese will have a daily bag limit 
of 2 birds.  The possession limit 
for white-fronted geese is 4 and 
there is no possession limit for 
snow, blue, and Ross's geese. 

In addition to the regu-
lar hunting season, there will 
again be a conservation order 
for snow, blue, and Ross's 
geese during the following 
dates:  October 1 - November 
14, 2012; January 28 - February 
1, 2013; and February 4 - March 
31, 2013 (only snow, blue, and 
Ross's geese may be taken dur-
ing the light goose conservation 
order).  The youth waterfowl 
weekend will occur during the 
weekend of February 2- Febru-
ary 3, 2013. 

liberAl 
frAMeWorks 
AvAilAble for 

Mississippi 
WAterfoWl 

hunters
States in the Mississippi 

Flyway will again have the op-
portunity for liberal waterfowl 
frameworks during the 2012-13 
hunting season. In cooperation 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, the Mississippi Flyway 
Council approved the liberal al-
ternative for duck seasons dur-
ing its July meeting. This means 
Mississippi waterfowl hunters 
will again have the opportunity 
to hunt 60 days with a 6-duck 
daily bag limit for the 2012-2013 
waterfowl hunting season.   

"As expected, high carry 
over from last year's breeding 
season resulted in strong wa-
terfowl breeding populations 
again this year," said James Cal-
licutt, MDWFP Waterfowl Pro-
gram Biologist. Mallard num-
bers increased 15% from last 
year to 10.6 million birds. Most 
interesting is the 21% increase 
in the scaup population which 
has been in serious decline for 
many years. Northern pintails 
were one of the only species 
that experienced a decrease in 
breeding numbers, pintail num-
bers were down by 22%.

Waterfowl hunting seasons 
are set through a process called 
"Adaptive Harvest Manage-
ment." Through this process, 
waterfowl season frameworks 
may be liberal, moderate, or re-
strictive, based on the breeding 
population of mid-continent 
mallards and the number of 
ponds on the breeding grounds. 
In the Mississippi Flyway, a lib-
eral framework consists of a 60-
day season with a 6-duck limit, 
a moderate framework con-
sists of 45 days with a 6-duck 
limit, and a restrictive frame-
work consists of 30 days with 
a 3-duck limit.  

The MDWFP Waterfowl 
Program will present its season 
and bag limit recommendations 
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to the Mississippi Commis-
sion on Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks at its August 15 meeting 
in Jackson.

For more information re-
garding hunting seasons in 
Mississippi, visit our website 
at www.mdwfp.com/wildlife-
hunting or call us at 601-432-
2199

privAte lAnd dove 
field perMits 

AvAilAble August 6 
Jackson - Hunting permits 

for Private Land Dove Fields 
will be available for purchase 
beginning at 8:00 a.m. on Au-
gust 6, 2012. The Private Land 
Dove Field Program is a popu-
lar program in which MDWFP 
biologists work with private 
landowners to prepare fields 
and manage public access on 
private lands. In 2012, these 
private fields will be located in 
Alcorn, Tate, Madison, Kemper, 
Jones, and Lincoln Counties. 
These fields were planted to 
a variety of crops favored by 
doves, including sunflowers, 
millet, and corn. Permits allow 
hunters to hunt three days per 
week (Monday, Wednesday, 
and Saturday) during the first 
two dove seasons. These per-
mits provide an excellent op-
portunity to introduce youth to 
hunting, as each permit allows 
up to two youth to hunt with 
an adult hunter at no additional 
cost. 

To ensure safety and hunt 
quality, only a limited number 
of permits are available for each 
field. "It is the MDWFP's goal 

to provide a safe, quality hunt 
for Mississippi's dove hunters. 
Since these hunts are adminis-
tered by MDWFP, hunters can 
rest assured that fields have 
been prepared properly." states 
Scott Baker, Dove Field Pro-
gram Leader. 

Specific information on each 
field including maps, size of 
the field, type of crop planted, 
number of available permits, 
and cost may be found at www.
mdwfp.com/wildlife-hunting/
dove-program. 

Missouri
Mdc offers 

effective 
Wingshooting 
Workshops in 

kirksville And 
hAnnibAl AreAs
The Missouri Department 

of Conservation (MDC) invites 
migratory and upland bird 
hunters to Discover Nature at 
“Effective Wingshooting for 
the Hunter” workshops at loca-
tions serving the Kirksville and 
Hannibal areas. The workshops 
are free and will help migra-
tory and upland bird hunters 
improve their wingshooting 
skills, including effective use of 
shotgun shells with non-toxic 
alternatives to lead shot, such 
as steel shot.

The workshop will be of-
fered from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sept. 29 at the MDC Northeast 
Regional office in Kirksville, 
3500 South Baltimore. Pre-reg-
istration is required. To register, 
call 660-785-2420, ext. 6507 or 

send an e-mail to Rob.Garver@
mdc.mo.gov.

In the Hannibal area, the 
workshop will be offered from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Oct. 6 at 
the Salt River Gun Club, 12957 
HWY 61 South, New London. 
For information or to pre-
register call 660-785-2420, ext. 
6507 or send an e-mail to Rob.
Garver@mdc.mo.gov.

“This workshop is an excel-
lent opportunity for hunters to 
become more proficient when 
using non-toxic shot,” said 
MDC Outdoor Skills Specialist 
Rob Garver. “With this training, 
Missouri's wingshooters can 
become more efficient hunters, 
taking fewer marginal shots 
and reducing the numbers of 
wounded game.”

Participants will learn how 
to select the best ammuni-
tion and choke for game birds 
and hunting conditions, how 
to sharpen shotgun shooting 
skills, improving range and 
target distance estimation and 
how to properly pattern a shot-
gun. Hunters should bring their 
shotguns, choke tubes and non-
toxic ammunition if they wish 
to pattern their guns or practice 
skills. Also, they will need to 
bring eye and ear protection for 
use on a shooting range, a stool 
or chair and a sack lunch. Clay 
targets and non-toxic 12 and 20 
gauge practice ammunition will 
be available.

youth WAterfoWl 
hunting clinic 

offered oct. 20 And 
27
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Call soon to reserve a place 
in the 18th Annual Wilderness 
Lodge Youth Waterfowl Clinic 
and Hunt Oct. 20 and 27.

The workshop is open to 
participants age 9 through 15. 
First-time participants spend 
the first Saturday of the event 
learning about waterfowl hunt-
ing rules, safety and calling, 
duck identification and re-
trieving-dog training. They 
also practice wingshooting 
and learn how to choose the 
right combination of shotgun 
and ammunition for ethical, 
effective hunting. The program 
takes place from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The second Saturday is de-
voted to a guided waterfowl 
hunt. Breakfast and lunch are 
provided both days, and all 
activities are free of charge, 
courtesy of Everhart’s Wilder-
ness Lodge, Kansas City Safari 
Club International, Missouri 
Department of Conservation 
and Clinton Wal-Mart. This 
portion of the event runs from 
6 a.m. until noon.

Everhart ’s  Wilderness 
Lodge is at 651 NW Highway 
O, Blairstown, 6 miles north-
west of Clinton. To reserve a 
place, contact Johnny or Linda 
Everhart, 660-885-5049

celebrAte 75 yeArs 
of conservAtion 
With Mdc And du 

At duck creek
The public is invited to 

explore the wetlands at Duck 
Creek Conservation Area (CA) 
with the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) and 

Ducks Unlimited (DU) on Oct. 
13 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
free event is a joint celebration 
of the 75-year anniversaries of 
both MDC and DU.

“Seventy-five years of suc-
cess for both organizations is 
a great accomplishment for 
conservation in Missouri, and 
we’re pleased to celebrate it 
with Ducks Unlimited,” said 
MDC Wildlife Management 
Biologist Matt Bowyer. “This 
is more than an anniversary 
celebration, it’s a celebration 
of wildlife and wetlands that 
we’ve packed full of activities 
for both children and adults to 
enjoy and learn from.”

Visitors will be greeted at 
Duck Creek CA headquar-
ters and directed to the Pool 
3 campground for the day’s 
events. The program will begin 
at 9 a.m. with a short ceremony. 
There will be a series of stations 
and activities hosted by MDC, 
DU and U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Services staff and volunteers. 
There will be hayrides through 
the newly renovated Unit A 
and through the timber at Pool 
3. Presentations will include 
wetland management and the 
history of the Mingo Basin, 
along with demonstrations of 
working retriever dogs, cork-
duck decoy construction, rocket 
netting, electrofishing and kids’ 
activities such as a wetland crit-
ter safari. It is recommended 
that children wear boots and 
prepare to have fun in the mud 
and wet areas.

Bowyer said these events 
are intended to help people dis-
cover nature and further con-

servation efforts in Missouri.
“As families explore the 

outdoors with us, they’ll make 
memories together of these ex-
periences," Bowyer said. "Those 
memories are the foundation 
that grows future conservation-
ists, and that’s what will project 
success for both MDC and DU 
for another 75 years,”

The Puxico Future Farm-
ers of America (FFA) chapter 
will provide food, and accept 
donations.

Duck Creek CA is located 
nine miles north of Puxico on 
Highway 51. For more infor-
mation about this event, call 
MDC’s Southeast Regional Of-
fice at (573) 290-5730.

Mdc offers youth 
dove-hunting 
Workshop in 

livingston county 
 The Missouri Department 

of Conservation (MDC) will 
offer a special youth hunt for 
doves on Sept. 3 at the Poosey 
Conservation Area in north-
west Livingston County. Par-
ticipants must be ages 10 to 15 
and attend a mandatory hunter-
safety course from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
the Pikes Lake Shooting Area 
on Sept. 2. A Hunter Educa-
tion certificate is not required. 
Parents or veteran hunters are 
welcome to accompany and as-
sist youths.

Shotguns and ammunition 
provided by MDC will be avail-
able for youths to use on the 
hunt. They are also welcome 
to bring their own shotguns. 
The youths will hunt doves at 


